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T.C. And on that note I think 
we will wrap it up there 
for now, and hopefully 
your words of wisdom 
have been taken on board 
and will help at least one 
person bank a superb 
winter whacker as the kids 
say. Thanks for joining us 
again, and we shall catch 
up for the end of year issue 
in a few weeks. 

J.C. Cheers guys and hope 
that helps. Carp don’t 
get any easier to catch in 
the cold, but less angler 
pressure helps. If you want 
to catch them give it your 
best shot as the margin for 
error is a lot less 
Good luck and remember 
it’s technically not winter 
yet (hee hee)

Jules

Julian Cundi� Angling 
(purely carp �shing 
instructional work)
Facebook Julian P Cundi�
Twitter @juliancundi�
Instagram julescundi�1

Julian Cundiff
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Tight…!!!” Tight…!!!” 

By Mark CarperBy Mark Carper
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Fishing to far 
margins, islands, 
snags or even 
structures, is 
something that we all 
probably do at one 
time or another. But 
to do it e�ectively and 
e�ciently is a skill 
that can take years 
of practice to perfect 
and get right.

It�s all about your 
casting ability and 
that includes, being 
able to judge distance 
to the spot, to cast 
accurately and to 
hit that clip with 
pinpoint precision.

Fishing tight to these 
areas can give you 
a major �edge�, and 
even more so if those 
already attempting 
to �sh the spots are 
not getting accurate 
enough and quite 
possibly missing 
the key spot by 

not getting �tight� 
enough...!

It�s a well-known fact 
that our favoured 
quarry will naturally 
patrol these �margin� 
areas, in their pursuit 
for shelter, in the 
form of overhanging 
foliage, roots etc. and 
whilst looking for 
food�. they o�en feel 
these areas are a place 
of safety and if the 
Carp feel safe, there is 
every chance they will 
feed with con�dence 
and sometimes just 
getting a single hook 
bait could be enough 
to entice that sort 
a�er bite, much like 
we see in the near 
margin under the 
rods at times. 

Watching these 
areas and using your 
watercra� knowledge 
will help you spot just 
how close you need 

to be to whatever it 
is you are going to 
�sh up against and 
usually, the closer 
the better. Food o�en 
ends up in these 
locations and if the 
Carp are feeding 
six inches from the 
margin, there is not 
point dropping a rig 
two-feet short�you 
just have to get close 
and therefore, you 
must get accurate�
you must get a baited 
rig in their place of 
safety�!!!

Hitting the Spot

Now, I�m no expert, 
but this approach has 
worked for me on 
many occasions, and 
I am convinced that 
being accurate made 
all the di�erence. 
Obviously, this 
method can apply to 
�shing �Open Water� 
spots too, such as

Mark Carper
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hitting Gravel Patches 
or a Hole in the Weed 
etc. but when you 
are chucking tight 
to something, being 
accurate is even more 
critical so as not to 
get snagged up�
again, something I 
am sure we have all 
done HaHaHa�!!!

Once I have settled 
on my target 
area, I stand in a 
comfortable spot on 
the bank and line 
myself up with a 
�feature� at the target 
location� if possible, 
I try to use something 
tall that would be 
silhouetted in the 
night sky so I can still 
line up correctly, even 
in the dark.

Once I have my 
line and my �Sight 
Marker�, I then place 
a spare bivvy peg in 
the ground in front 

of my �Front Foot��. 
�is then allows 
me to stand in the 
exact same position 
for each cast. If I 
am �shing from a 
platform, I usually 
put a little scratch 
mark on the board 
or simply use a gap 
in the board or other 
feature to put my 
leading foot up to..!!

Once I am 
comfortable 
with the 
�Casting Spot� 
I proceed 
to cast out a 
Bare Lead (no 
rig attached) 
and judge the 
distance of the 
cast to get as 
close as possible 
to the target 
spot�. But�. I 
always attempt 
to �Drop Short� 
with the �rst 
cast, however, 

I am always alert to 
the fact I may need 
to slow or even stop 
the cast if I feel I have 
over hit it�! 

I also make sure that 
the rod is pointing 
straight up as the lead 
hits the water, just as 
if I were �Hitting the 
Clip��.

When you need to get tight
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�.If all has gone 
well and as intended 
I land short of 
the target, I then 
underestimate the 
amount of line to pay 
o�, for example, if I 
feel I have dropped 
six feet short, I will 
pay o� three to four 
feet of line, then 
recast making sure 
I am stood back in 
the exact same spot 
as before�.and that 
the rod is back in the 
same upright position 
as the lead hits the 
water�.

Once I am within 
two to three feet, I 
then �Clip Up� on to 
the reel spool and 
retrieve the lead�. I 
then recast and this 
time, I ensure that I 
�Hit the Clip� as if it 
were my �nal spot�I 
then simply unclip, 
pay o� a foot of line, 
clip back up, retrieve, 

recast and repeat the 
whole process until 
I am exactly hitting 
the same spot each 
time�.

I have another couple 
of casts to establish 
the momentum I 
need and hit the clip 
and the spot a couple 
of times, and then 
it is then time to 
�Wrap Up� (no, not go 
home...!!) 

Once I have the 
wraps noted, I attach 
my baited rig and 
follow the exact 
same process as 
before, alignment, 
standing position, 
rod �nishing position 
etc and cast out to get 
�shing�

�Just to digress 
slightly, I always use 
a Pop-Up when I 
am �shing close to 
objects, whether that 

be the far margin, 
an island, or even a 
snag, and the reason 
for this is because 
usually, these areas 
have plenty of debris 
on the bottom, 
especially if there are 
overhanging trees and 
bushes�. I feel a Pop-
Up and a PVA Nugget 
(from Castaway 
PVA of course), will 
negate any poor rig 
presentation, or at 
least reduce it to a 
minimum�.I guess 
it�s a con�dence thing. 

A point to note when 
I am casting the 
bare lead to get my 
distance, I will also 
try to �Feel the Lead 
Down� and feel for 
any �Roll-Back�. If I 
get no roll-back I will 
push the rod forward 
slightly as the lead 
hits the water and line 
hits the clip and then 
lower the rod to 

Mark Carper
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around forty-�ve 
degrees before the 
lead hits the bottom 
to get close to any 
�under-cuts� in the 
bank etc, or to get 
further �underneath� 
any overhanging 
branches or bushes. 

By pushing the rod 
forward, it ensures 
the rig does not 
�Swing-Back� and 
away from your 

intended spot on the 
lake bottom as it will 
not be on a tight line. 
(�is all does take a 
bit of practice and 
time, and is never 
exact, but the rewards 
can be worth the extra 
e�ort...!)

As I have already said, 
this is �My� method 
of doing things and 
it works for me. I 
know many carp 

anglers that still do 
not understand the 
concept of �Clipping 
Up� and I have even 
been asked �If you 
are �shing with the 
line in the clip, what 
happens when you 
get a run...?!!� and to 
those people I would 
suggest a good trawl 
through YouTube, 
before you use your 
spool clip...!!!

�e method is long 
winded and does take 
practice to get right, 
but it can also give 
you that little edge to 
take that Carp� and 
before you think it, 
yes, I know all about 
Baiting Poles and 
Spoons as I am the 
proud owner of such 
a device, and have the 
Nash Bushwhacker 
Baiting Pole and yes, 
if the �Tight Spot� is 
within my Pole Range 
of 35m or less,

When you need to get tight
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 I will take advantage 
of the ease and stealth 
the Pole can o�er�
in fact, I used it for 
that exact reason 
on my last French 
trip in August this 
year to stalk a 30+ 
Mirror from a bay 
that was impossible 
to cast in to with any 
accuracy and I did it 
within 2 minutes of 
dropping the rig�but 
where was the fun in 
that�.!!

Over the years, and 
there are many of 

them, I have learnt 
that above anything 
else, accuracy is the 
most important thing 
to catch Carp� as 
well as Location of 
course, oh and Rig 
Presentation�, erm, 
and Hook Pattern�., 
Bait Choice�., 
Weather Conditions, 
Watercra��., type 
of Rods�., Bivvy 
and obviously, what 
kettle you use for 
that all important 
�Brew� while you are 
waiting for it to all 
happen�!!!!!

Hope this helps

Mark Carper
Instagram: @mark_
carper257

Katran Fishing Line � 
https://katran.eu/

Castaway PVA � 
https://castaway-pva.
co.uk/

Seasoned Baits � 
www.seasonedbaits.
co.uk

Mark Carper
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Talking Carp Team review 
Pavyotts Mill Fishery
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Monster Tuna Monster Tuna 
by Scott Geezer Grantby Scott Geezer Grant
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Commercial Commercial 
Break Break 
by Barrie Scholesby Barrie Scholes
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My method of spooling up
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Just a quick check in with you all, as I have been travelling around and 
haven�t had much chance to write lately but I�m sure that will change 
in the coming months�.

 I love to �sh di�erent venues and do this as o�en as I can. It keeps 
the �res burning and always brings its own challenges as you would 
expect. One of these was Norton Disney although I had paid a visit 
here previously �shing the Army Champs, however this time I had 
the choice of where to go. It�s a great complex and well set out. Prior 
to Norton I was at Horcott lakes down at the Cotswolds this was 
�shing in the Ex Mil Corp competition though, and what a lake that 
is, absolutely carpers dream, however coming last out the draw and 
ending up in a swim that just wasn’t the one, is simply the way it goes.
Most recently I paid a visit to East Delphs back lake, and this time 
round I think I played it totally wrong, however I’m back on there in 
November to put things right hopefully.

Fishing is what you make it, and now as the temps drop and hopefully 
with the weather settling down a bit, some awesome carp will be in 
the net.
Good bait, Sharp Hook, Right place...

Mike

I'm on my travels
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The Legend Returns
March 2022
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CHIRP+ 2:CHIRP+ 2:

by Richard Handelby Richard Handel
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Times change 
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A trip to the A trip to the 
lagoon…...lagoon…...

by Tom Blackmoreby Tom Blackmore














































































































































