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Hello and welcome to issue 98.
So here we are, into Spring now. The birds are singing, the 
trees are budding and the daffodils are in full bloom. The 
time has also come for the lakes to wake up  and those 
pesky carp start feeding again. It has been a bleak old winter 
and many have felt it, but now, finally, Spring is official! 

Last month we had a great piece from Tim Childs regarding 
zig fishing, and believe it or not just this very week as I write 
this I witnessed 7 carp getting landed on zigs when 12 other 
bottom bait lines remained motionless. This is definitely 
a tactic I need to look more into! Go back and read Tims 
piece… then get yourself some zig kit bought… that’s all I 
am saying. 

As you start filling those nets, do not forget to send those 
catch reports in.. its easy peasy. Hit the “upload your 
catches here” button and fill in the boxes. You will see your 
trophy shots in the very next issue!

We are always looking for fresh new articles too…. So if you 
have a story to tell then drop us a message and we can talk 
you through to getting your articles published. You will not 
believe how easy it really is… and you can see yourself in 
the number 1 online carp fishing magazine. 

And on that note… Have yourselves a great month and we 
will catch up with you next month as we look towards our 
upcoming biggest issue…and see what prizes we can start  
blagging for you to celebrate with us. 
Drop us a line at the usual addresses:_

brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
mark@talkingcarp.co.uk

markcarper@talkingcarp.co.uk

http://www.roddyclips.co.uk
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I arrived at the lake on the Sunday morning, there were a few anglers 
on but I knew most if not all would be packing up today. I had a leisurely 
walk around the lake stopping off chatting to the anglers. On my last trip I 
fished a swim known as the Ramp. It is by far my favourite swim as I have 
so many options and I know the areas to fish. There was a young lad 
fishing the swim but he said he would be packing up soon and heading 
for home. He had not caught anything but he said he saw a few fish show.
I dropped a bucket in the swim and carried on with my walk. It took me an 
hour before I was back at my van. Ben had offered to take my gear round 
with the quad, which is a godsend otherwise it would take me ages to 
barrow all my gear round to the swim. The young lad had packed up, so I 
made my way around to the Ramp. I got everything set up then sat down 
with a nice cup of tea watching the water. The wind was currently South 
Westerly at 12 mph and the pressure was 1038, not ideal conditions 
but you have got to be in it as they say. The temperature was 8oc and I 
remember this time last year it was a lot colder, so the mild weather was a 
blessing. 

For this session my of choice bait was the Nut, this will be the bait I will 
be using all through the Winter. I also had a bucket of crumbed Nut, chillie 
hemp and some maggots. On the left-hand rod I fish a powder coated 
nut pop up, the same on the middle rod, the right rod was fished with a 
matching nut pop up. Ready tied Ronnie rigs with a size 4 curved hook 
which are so strong and sharp and SBM braided mainline completes the 
set up. 

There is a spot on the left-
hand side that I have caught 
fish from previously, so I sent 
my boat out to check the area 
on my camera. To my surprise 
there was a lot of old bait on 
the bottom, so that was a no 
go for me. 

I then checked another spot on 

Scott Grant



88
the left-hand side a lot further out, again 
where I have caught from before, there 
was no bait there and the weed was still 
in bloom. It’s a small area in amongst a 
big weed bed, the middle rod was fished 
at the same range out in front again in 
a cleanish area amongst weed and the 
right-hand rod was fished a little closer 
in, just in front of a large weed bed. 
The lake is still pretty weedy and it will 
be like this throughout the Winter. So 
braided mainline is a big advantage as 
it cuts through the weed, giving you a 

better chance of landing the fish. 

With the rods finally out it was time to kick back and relax. Before I knew 
it, the sun was setting and the temperature dropped. I got comfortable in 
the bivvy and fell asleep around 10pm. I was up bright and early the next 
morning watching the water with a morning coffee. I did not see a single 
fish show, then out of the blue the middle rod was away, I was on the rod 
in a flash and as I lifted the rod the fish was still taking line, I managed to 
get the fish under control then it found a weed bed!!! Great, everything 
went solid so I put the rod back in the rest and loosened the clutch 
slightly, just enough for the fish to take line. It was some 25 minutes later 
the rod tip bounced and the fish started taking line, I lifted the rod and got 
it as high as I could I managed to keep the fish up in the layers, up until it 
was only 40 yards 
out where it went on 
another rampage 
and weeded me up 
again!! As before I 
put the rod back in 
the rest, 20 minutes 
later the fish freed 
itself and a few 
minutes later I had 
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one angry common laying in the bottom 
of my net. 

I secured the net and just as I was 
zeroing the scales and getting everything 
ready my Mrs appeared making a 
surprise visit, my words were “your 
timing is impeccable I have just had a 
lovely common” The fish went 34lb 11oz 
and it was a beautiful common, the Mrs 
took some photos I then treated and 
returned the fish. I was so happy what a 
start to my Winter campaign, hopefully 
there will be more to come. I got the rod 
rebaited and straight back out to the 
spot, then made us both a well-deserved cup of coffee. 

A few hours later the Mrs left and I decided to refresh the other two rods 
with fresh hook baits and more fresh bait. It turned out to be a quiet night 
and I woke up to the sound of pitter patter on the bivvy, the rain came 
down but not for long. Come midday I was packing down and heading 
for home. It was another successful session and I was looking forward to 

getting back over the lake as soon as possible.
A few days later I was back over the Dell, it was 
Boxing day and the lake was empty, I wasted no 
time in getting my gear round to the Ramp with 
a little help from Jake, and hopefully carry on 
from where I left off. I fished the same spots but 
this time I fished all the rods on the powdered 
nuts hook baits. Same baiting strategy as 
before using crushed boilies, chillie hemp and 
maggots. The rods were boated out with plenty 
of free bait, then it was time to sit back and 
relax. The wind was a light South Westerly, the 
pressure was low and the daytime temperature 
was a welcome 12oc perfect conditions to 
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hopefully catch a Winter 40lber. Every year I push myself to catch a 
Winter 40 it is an achievement in itself. Winter is the hardest time of the 
year, but for me it is definitely the best time to be on the bank, there 
are fewer anglers and the fish are in their Winter colours and are also 
at a good weight. I checked the weather later that afternoon and it was 
showing a storm would be arriving tomorrow, aptly name Storm “Gerrit” 
winds are expected to reach 81 mph!! Hopefully not here but I’m guessing 
the wind is going to be pretty strong.
Wednesday morning, I woke up to strong 
winds and heavy rain, the rain subsided only 
briefly for about an hour but then returned just 
before midday. The wind got up to 20 mph, but 
it felt a lot stronger and the wind started to turn 
southernly which was straight into my face.  

Just before midday the left hand rod gave a 
single bleep, as I walked down to the rods, the 
rod went into melt down, I lifted the rod and 
could feel the weed grating on the braid, the 
fish tried in vain to weed me, but I kept constant 
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pressure on and lifted the rod up high, but just 
when I thought I had won the battle the fish 
found sanctuary in a huge weed bed just 40 
yards out in front. I put the rod back in the rest 
loosened the clutch ever so slightly and waited. 
Twenty minutes later the fish started to take 
line, I lifted the rod and kept it high, the fish was 
still giving a good account of itself but after a 
few more minutes I managed to engulf it in the 
waiting net.

I let out a huge sigh of relief and had a sneaky 
peak, it was a huge framed mirror and looked a 
good 40. I secured the fish in the net and then 

gave Dan a call who was fishing on the lodge bank. Ten minutes later 
Dan arrived with his brother Brad, Brads son and daughter plus their Dad, 
as they were pike fishing up on the lodge bank. I had everything ready, 
Brad helped with the weighing and I was shocked when the digitals read 
a weight of 46lb 1oz. I had another look at the fish and recognised it, my 
old friend “Buster” at its biggest ever weight. I have 
caught this fish in the past but never at this weight.

Dan took great photos as he always does, the fish 
was then treated and returned. Dan, Brad and 
everyone else were as happy as me, which made 
the moment that more special. Genuine people who 
love it when they see a fish of that calibre in the 
depths of Winter. 
Once they had all left, I put the kettle on for tea, 
before getting the rod back out on the spot. I just 
had to let everything calm down, before applying 
myself. The wind had picked up a little and I knew 
the boat would be taking a battering from the 
waves, but that is what its built for. I finished my tea, 
rebaited the rod and sent the boat out to the spot full 
of bait. 

Scott Grant
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A few hours later the 
rain got heavier and 
the wind got stronger 
storm “Gerrit” had 
arrived the bivvy was 
getting smashed to 
the point where I was 
hanging on for dear 
life. This lasted most 

of the night so I got absolutely no sleep whatsoever. Just before the sun 
came up the rain had stopped and the wind has eased, the storm had 
passed and what a relief it was. 

I sat there watching the water and saw a fish show over the baited area, 
which filled me with even more confidence. The pressure was low 1007, 
and with a full moon the previous night could the lake throw up a surprise. 

The daytime temperature was a pleasant 12oc 
and on checking the weather this is not going to 
last as the temperature will be dropping rapidly 
over the coming weeks.

Late afternoon two anglers turned up and went 
into swims opposite me, the wind got up again 
and was now 22 mph, the waves were hitting 
the front of the swim it felt like I was sea fishing!! 
I checked the weather to see if the wind was 
going to ease and it stated at 7pm. So, my plan 
was to go for a shower, then have some dinner 

and get 
the rods 
back out 
after 7pm. 
I wound 
the rods 
in at 4pm, 
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It was nice to get out the swim and I must admit once in the shower I 
did not want to get out. After a shower I went to see the lads for a while 
before making my way back to the swim. I had a lovely hot chillie then 
started to prepare my hook baits ready for when the rods go back out. 
It took me 45 minutes to get the rods out to their chosen spots with a 
generous amount of bait, I then laid on my bed, put the heating on and 
relaxed. Friday morning, I woke up nice and early, put the kettle on and 
sat watching the water. It was not long before a unit of a fish showed over 
the left-hand rod, which was the only fish that I saw all morning, The wind 
had eased to a gentle breeze which was a nice rest bite from the winds I 
have encountered on this session. Early afternoon the sky came over all 
black and boy did it rain but only briefly, then it passed over. I decided to 
leave the rods where they were, I was confident that they were presented 
and that there was enough bait on them. Evening came and yet again 
the wind got stronger, but the rain stayed away. After a quiet night I woke 
Saturday morning a bit deflated if I am honest, I really thought I would 
catch another of the lake’s gems. 
I was more than happy with what I had already achieved, but I always 
want more, that’s not being greedy, I think it’s just a natural instinct. I did 
not see any fish show and come midday I was packing up and heading 
home. I was more than happy of how the session went, the fish are liking 
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the bait and the way I am presenting it to them so for me that is a massive 
positive step. I will be back in a week or so and I will keep the bait going 
in on the spots. I just hope no one jumps on my hard graft, which has 
happened to me in the past. 

If you want to give Halo baits a try I have a discount code which gives you 
15% off at the check-out. The code is GEEZER, please note this will not 
apply to any special offer bundles.

I would like to thank the following companies for their products of which I 
use in my fishing. 

www.halobaits.co.uk 
www.deceptionangling.co.uk
www.katran.co.uk 
In the Margin Particles (Facebook)
www.castaway-pva.co.uk
www.fisheyecamerakits.co.uk 

If you would like more information on becoming a member of The Dell 
contact Michael Prior on 07768-124462 he will be more than happy to 
help.

The winter that was
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  When life gives you lemons… When life gives you lemons… 
go fishing! go fishing!   

Paul and Catherines journey Paul and Catherines journey 
by Catherine Bunnby Catherine Bunn
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Pauls career  

Paul started fishing at a very young age with his dad, fishing the local 
canals, rivers and reservoirs catching tench bream roach barbell small 
carp . Paul loved fishing in the kids matches he fished in Rolls Royce 
matches also in matches for the local fishing tackle shop and even fished 
the nationals on the canal. As a teenager he even fished in matches with 
Andy May. In between matches and fishing with his dad paul always had 
his eye on the bigger fish as in the matches any carp over 3lb would only 
class as 3lb so he started to set new goals to target bigger fish. Pauls 
biggest inspiration was his dad, whenever his dad went out Paul would 
happily follow so when his dad suddenly passed away in 2006 this made 
Paul more determined to make his dad proud. Strapping his rods to his 
push bike and his seat box on his back and off he pedalled to the local 
lake 5 miles there and 5 miles back focusing 
on hitting them goals and personal bests. 

6 months later we lost our daughter Lucy who 
died at birth. This was devastating. Not only 
had he lost his dad but his daughter too. 	
Fishing was the only thing that kept Paul going 
as it really helped with his mental health and 
he felt closer to his dad. Pauls dad was a 
well known fisherman in the area due to him 
working at Rolls Royce plus being apart of 
many local fishing clubs they all came together 
and bought a bench, got it engraved and 
placed it on the canal at Barbridge where he 
grew up. This is where me and Paul fished 
together for the first time, and for many times 
more after that, even taking the children with 
us. 

Until we got some devastating news… I had 
been diagnosed with cervical cancer that had 
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spread into the womb and ovaries 
and had to undergo numerous 
surgeries and many invasive 
treatments that made me very 
sick. As things were getting 
better I had healed from the 
surgeries and was ready to try 
and move on with life, but I was 
now having pains in my neck and 
back. After scans and tests, they 
could see some of my spine had 
disintegrated, and this was due to 
the strong treatments I had been 
having. I was told I would need 
surgery to put cages in my spine 
to hold it up. This surgery turned 
our lives upside down and at a 
stand still as when I came round I 
had no feeling down my left side 
due to complications and this has 

left me paralysed for life and wheelchair bound. For the next 2 years I was 
bed bound, Paul was my full time carer, he had to do everything from bath 
to dressing me even doing physio on me. Due to us 
having some amazing friends Paul eventually was able 
to get back on the bank, rejoining the club he fished 
when he was a child. The club water is a hard water to 
fish but with some huge fish in there, now up to 40lb, 
Paul put as much time as he could and worked hard 
trying different methods. He was determined he wanted 
to catch a big one.. it all took time, but that time paid off 
with Paul bagging himself a new pb of 32lb mirror carp, 
jumping up from his old pb of 28lb 6oz which came off 
the canal. He also caught 2 others in the late 20s. The 
smile was priceless for weeks his hard work led him to 
become part of the Deception Angling team which loves 
and has really helped with his confidence. 

When life gives you lemons
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Being sat house bound for 
many years we decided to join 
TikTok, both having our own 
accounts. I was then able to 
watch him fishing when he went 
out plus other people fishing etc 
we have made so many friends, 
the kind of friends that are more 
like family. I was always asked 
why I am not out fishing with 
Paul, and after explaining why 
the TikTok community came 
together as a whole and started 
a GoFund me to get me back 
on the bank for an electric 
wheelchair that would fit in our boot. This brought so many tears as we 
couldn’t believe strangers who hardly knew us would do this for me and 
my family. We were so very grateful we were now able to get on the bank 
together at just one venue that was wheelchair accessible and we were 
able to sit together on the bank while paul fished. It was brilliant being 
back on the bank. I was so happy being out of the house after so many 
years being stuck in. We went live to chat with others but something was 
missing, the reality hit me I was never going to be able to fish again. I got 

upset on a live and had so much support 
from many people as the live ended a 
message popped up from a friend asking 
would it be ok if he made me a harness 
to see if it would help me fish again. It 
really brought us some hope. Things 
were starting to look up for us including 
Paul being offered to go on a trip of a 
lifetime to France to fish for a week to 
take the place of a very good friend of 
ours who had passed away earlier that 
year. At first he was very hesitant as 
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he didn’t want to leave me as he had 
never been away from home since me 
becoming paralysed and there was a 
lot of mixed emotions, but we couldn’t 
let him miss out on this opportunity we 
got care in place for me and off he went 
bagging himself a huge 50lb mirror and a 
55lb common which he caught on a live 
on TikTok, where I was able to witness 
and feel like I was there with him. I was 
so proud of him as throughout his fishing 
career it’s always been a dream and then 
became a reality. 

Beginning of September 2023 my 
harness arrived. The excitement!! I 
couldn’t wait to try it out so off we went 

to a local runs water that had one sort of disabled peg. We went live and 
the community saw me catch my very first carp in over 10 years on live 
stream. The smile… The tears… I was so happy. I couldn’t believe it. I 
caught a 9lb 6oz mirror followed shortly after by a 
12lb 8oz mirror. The smile on both of our faces, tears 
of joy, knowing we can now fish together again. It 
isn’t easy for us to go fishing together, it does come 
with many struggles as a lot of fisheries do not have 
disabled facilities or pegs to get to, as much as the 
electric wheelchair is amazing on the roads it’s not 
grass friendly and cannot get me to pegs. This was 
upsetting and frustrating so many fisheries we have 
had to turn away from due to not being able to get on 
I felt like a burden that I was holding Paul back from 
hitting his goals. Paul had an idea, he told me to trust 
him and sat me on his barrow, he lifted me up and 
off we went pushing me down the bank onto a peg 
on his club water. This is where I did my very first 24 
hour session with me sleeping in the bed while Paul 

When life gives you lemons
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slept on the floor of his 1 man bivvy. 
It’s not ideal but it worked. We started 
going to other places too..  first was 
Baden Hall middle pool, my first 48 hour 
social with people off social media. It 
was amazing, this is where I had a new 
pb mirror of 15lb. I was meant to take 
a bucket but they all refused to give 
me one. I was starting to feel I could 
do anything I put my mind to. When we 
weren’t catching I was watching Paul 
make rigs or pva bags up etc or just 
watching the water learning watercraft. 

A few weeks later we went back to 
Baden for a short 24 hours on Lodge 
Pool as it was easier for him to push me 
in the barrow, even in the pouring rain. 
This was a red letter day for us as we caught 12 fish between us ranging 
from 12lb to my new pb common of 20lb 2oz! We also had a double take 
which was amazing as well as a bream each, the adrenalin was out of 
this world. In September and October of 2023, we were going out weekly 

catching more learning more and 
enjoying life together again. 

Over the last few years Paul 
had been having trouble with his 
shoulder and had already had to 
have 1 surgery on his rotary cuff but 
the pain had started to come back 
but worse and in November 2023 
he was back in surgery, having 
some collar bone removed. This 
put fishing on the back burner for 3 
months until he got some strength 
back. 
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Since being back on the bank February 2024 and Paul was able to lift 
me again on the barrow and we have gone to many different fisheries 
Cromwell, Trent View and a lot on his club waters where recently I had my 
newest personal best…a 22lb 4oz mirror in the same session Paul had a 
31lb mirror and a 25lb 7oz mirror! What a great session and the very first 
carp I had caught at night. 

There are still many struggles we have going fishing… we can’t just 
get up and go, we have to plan everything out and make sure we have 
everything from medications to harness to my plastic toilet bucket as 
that’s the part we really struggle with due to me not being able to go to the 
toilet on my own and many fisheries don’t cater for the disabled or female 
anglers and we physically can’t get into Portaloo’s together. There is not 
enough room in the 1 man bivvy for my toilet so there has been many of 
times where Paul has had to shield me while I go. It’s embarrassing but 

When life gives you lemons

if it means we can be together 
on the bank catching fish it’s 
what we have to do. Hopefully 
in the future fisheries will 
become more accommodating 
to disabled anglers and female 
anglers. 

Hopefully in the future when 
Pauls fully back to work and we 
save up we can get a decent 2 
man bivvy that does give us the 
space and no condensation and 
will be easy to put up for paul to 
do on his own. 
The great idea on sitting me 
on the barrow finally got us 
there. My health is still not the 
greatest but I can honestly say 
fishing has saved my life, saved 
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my marriage and my mental health we are so very grateful to the people 
that has supported us and followed our journey. We are both looking 
forward to the future together chasing dreams, hopefully catching new 
pbs and meeting new people. We have already got socials planned for 
this year one being Trent View and it will be my very first 72 hours on the 
bank. I am so nervous.. but in the best way… and I can truly say if you 
put your mind to it you can do it !

Team Bunn all the way!!

Catherine Bunn
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The decision was made to do a 
48hr session at Baden hall on 
Quarry lake after much discussion 
on the journey back from France 
with my travelling pal Jimmy 
Mather, so we booked on with 
only a fortnight to wait. Being my 
first visit I found out as much as 
possible about the place, Google 
Earth, compass baring etc and 
kept an eye on the forecast for our 
48hrs.

We arrived at the lake with a brisk 
south/east wind and two thirds of 
the pegs taken so we parked up 
and had a walk around. There was 
plenty of visible weed and you 
could see the odd fish swimming 
close in as the water was crystal 
clear. A couple of fish had been 
out the night before and even with 
a cool wind it looked positive. We 
decided to fish pegs 3 and 4 which 

were quite central to the lake. I 
dropped into 4 and set up just a 
lead on the marker rod. After a 
good cast about feeling the drop 
and then pulling back two to three 
yards each time it became apparent 
there was plenty of weed about with 
clear areas which thinned out as 
you went further. Time for a brew 
then. A couple of fish had shown 
at about 70yrd and further where 
it was clearer so I went for a solid 
bag on 1 rod at that distance and 
a single pop-up on the other which 
I could move about if fish showed 
within my area. 

Nothing happened till the following 
evening when the solid bag was 
away which resulted in a 23lb mirror 
after a battle through the weed, my 
first Quarry pool carp, very happy. 
After some pics and the hook hold 
treated back she went. Solid bag 

What works for me
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back on and wrapped up back in 
the area it went.

Just before dark a few fish were 
showing in the middle so I put the 
single pop-up on them about 100m 
and I was set for the night. At 1am 
the single popup rod sounded a few 
tones, crocs on quick I lifted into a 
dead weight which pulled back hard 
in and out of the weed 
then it went solid. I kept 
steady pressure on it and 
gradually the weed gave 
way and the fish came 
closer Jimmy slipped the 
net under it. Yes.! He 
said "it’s a 30plus pal" so 
I was well pleased. We 
weighed her and she went 
42lb11oz wow.! My new 
English pb. Roy the head 
bailiff was next peg and he 

got up and did the pics 
for me then back she 
went, wonderful.!
Back out went the 
single and I tried to get 
some kip… lol.

It was 3 weeks before 
we were back down 
and the place was 
half covered with 
weed. I fished peg 9 
with Jimmy in 8 after 

walking around and seeing fish 
towards middle. The wind was due 
to change and blow towards us, 
sounds like a plan  . Finding a clear 
area on the edge of a visible weed 
bed I cast 15 medium spombs of 
hemp/corn/14mm Retro baits MG 
and fished two rods on it baited with 
12mm Kustom8 popups on multi-
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What works for me

rigs with inline leads drop off style 
baiting up after any activity with six 
medium spombs. Action was steady 
resulting in three takes, two landed 
and one lost which felt big (they 
always do) weighing in at 25lb and 
27lb both commons. 

The weeks had passed by and at 
last I found myself heading down 
to my syndicate lake full of 
excitement and confidence. 
R.H. Fisheries The Avenue 
holds an incredible stock of 
big fish which can be very 
hard to tempt. On arrival I got 
my bucket an off I went for a 
walk around. There were a 
few lads on, plenty of space 

though and after talking 
to them learned a few 
lumps to 40lb had come 
out the day before. Wind 
was westerly into peg 
3 'the steps' and that's 
where I set up. Fish 
had also been seen in 
this area. After leading 
around depth was very 
even at around 7ft with 
a bar at 48m coming to 
3ft in depth on the top. 
Five spombs on the top 
of it and the same to the 
left but at the base of 
the bar. Bait was Retro 

baits MG 14mm whole and broken 
plus some maize for the visual. 
Rigs were multi-rigs baited with 
14mm popups to inline leads. I sat 
back and took in my surroundings, 
what a beautiful lake, immaculately 
kept and no sound except that of 
nature... a magical place to be. 
Nothing happened that afternoon 
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apart from the odd liner then a 
fish crashed down my left hand 
margin. Straight away I moved the 
left rod onto it. Thirty minutes later 
as I was watching the rod tips the 
left one bent round and line was 
ticking off. Lifting into it, it powered 
off I was at full tension but couldn't 
turn it or gain any line for that 
matter. It surfaced over the bar then 
dived an in a second I was cut off. 
Devastated...! 

Not one to dwell I set back up and 
was angling with 2 rods again ready 
for the night with both spots topped 
up with another five spombs each. 
Morning came and went then at 
2pm the rod on the bar was away. 
What a scrap it fought hard all 
the way in and this time in the net 
she went. On the scales at 
37lb11oz! My first Avenue carp. 
What a beauty, well happy and 
cannot wait to get back down.

Rigs.
For ninety percent of the time 
I'll have my multi-rig on at least 
one rod. Always tied in the 
same mechanics i.e. loop size/
height of popup, size of 'D', 
swivel loop size. The only thing 

I alter is the length to suit substrate 
harder/clean=shorter and softer/
weed=longer.
The popup I balance critically, 
the absolute minimum amount of 
putty to just hold it down. So it just 
delicately comes to rest pushed 
out from the lead every time it's 
cast in. I’ve never had one tangle 
yet. Leads are always inline as its 
instant resistance/indication they 
provide.

You know what they say? If it isn’t 
broken, don’t try and fix it. Until next 
time, take care.

Chris.
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Conclusion: Autumn's Gift at The Airfield Lake

In conclusion, my fishing experience at the Airfield Lake in October 2023 
was an adventure filled with thrill, tranquillity, and camaraderie. The 
beauty of autumn added a special charm to the entire excursion, making 
it an unforgettable chapter in my angling journey.
The lessons learned the moments of triumph, and the serene reflections 
amidst nature have left an indelible mark. It's not just the fish caught that 
make the experience worthwhile; it's the amalgamation of challenges, 
moments of reflection, and the shared joy with fellow anglers that truly 
define the beauty of such expeditions.
This October fishing trip to the Airfield Lake will remain etched in my 
memory as a testament to the wonders of nature and the joy of angling in 
a breathtaking autumn setting.
Bring on 2024 on the Airfield Lake
Till next time
Richard
P.S. Roll on March 2024 

Dan Winfield Reviews

www.gctangling.co.uk

https://thenomadskitchens.com/products/cooking-cutlery-kit 
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Mark Carpers Shorts...!
This month in my Shorts we have....

•	 Mono Main Line from Katran

CRYPTON SYMBIOS...

A unique Mono Main Line that has numerous advantages over its 
competitors… only from Katran
.
SYMBIOS is of the highest quality and with one of the best ratios of 
Diameter to Breaking Strain in the Katran range
.
A true ‘Symbiosis’ of Advanced Technologies combining the Best Quality 
materials with the Highest Attributes… allowing Innovative Technology in 
‘Light Reflection’
.

What's in Mark Carpers shorts
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SYBIOS Mono Main Line is like no other… Comprising of 50cm 
‘Alternating Sections’ of a NEON Colour and a section that ‘Mimics’ the 
Colour any bottom
.
The combination of sections gives the line invisibility when on the bottom 
and will not ‘spook’ fish but at the same time, the ‘Neon’ sections will 
assist you to see the line above the water when using the W/B460 Pro 
Head Torch, allowing you to play the fish with confidence and control
.
Combine these unique features with a High Knot Strength and Low 
Stretch of around 13-14%, a Low Memory and a High Resistance to 
Abrasion and you can see why this line is unique…
.
…but it doesn’t end there, Symbios line has a Polished Surface which 
aids the cast making this line suitable for Long Range Angling and it also 
helps to protect it from dust and dirt, so it stays clean and smooth for a 
longer
.
SYMBIOS has easy to remove ’Markers’ every 250m and is supplied in 
a choice of Breaking Strains of 7.79lb @ 0.215mm - 9.54lb @ 0.234 - 
11.69lb @ 0.261mm - 12.78lb @ 0.286mm - 15.5lb @ 0.309mm - 17.5lb 
@ 0.331mm
.
Each Spool us supplied in a Tin Can to protect it from UV Radiation and 
Physical Damage during transportation and storage..!!!

MIMICKER...
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What's in Mark Carpers shorts

We all know what a ‘Coated’ Braid is and similarly, we also know what an 
‘Uncoated’ Braid is, but what is a Braid when it’s coated in a Braid...?? it’s 
‘Mimicker’ of course...!
.
... MIMICKER is in a class on its’ own and definitely “First in Class” when 
it comes to innovation and design….
.
Katran took one of their Premium Uncoated Braid Hook Links, KORUND, 
and thanks to the use of a High Quality Dyneema that is then tightly 
woven it is strong and fast sinking and it also acts natural in any 
conditions.....
. 
...then, via a new and innovative manufacturing process, they “threaded 
the Korund through an authentic looking Weed Sleeve” …!!
. 
The combination of the construction of the Korund and the ‘sleeve’ allows 
for natural movement in the water just like other aquatic vegetation….
.
Created to fool those "rig shy" Carp, having a hook link that imitates weed 
made perfect sense...
.
…and the fact it can also absorb the ‘smell’ of any Glug, Dip, Liquid 
etc. and release it over a prolonged period, without compromising the 
incredible Camouflage properties has to be a bonus…
. 
Katran is proud to have designed the Mimicker and feel it is something 
that can add to that ‘edge’ we are all looking for
.
From experience, tying rigs with this Hook Link is pretty straight forward, 
using the Korund ‘Inner Core’ you can create any rig with ease but 
obviously, you cannot use a Knotless Knot
.
.... Although simple to knot, you must take care that you do not pull the 
‘Inner’ through the weedy sleeve and to avoid this, I tend to leave the 
Hook Link on the Spool until the Hook end is tied
.
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...other than that, it is simple to work with and effective in use and does 
exactly as it has been designed to...!
.
Available on 10m Spools in either 25lb or 35lb Breaking Strain and at a 
cost of around £9.00 per spool... and the colour... well, would you believe 
it’s “Weedy Green” camo...??!!!

Gas Transfer Valve…

Not a new product, in fact I got mine over a year ago and used it several 
times over that period..
.
Makes it a simple task to FILL a Part Used gas bottle from other Part-
Used gas bottles, resulting in a ‘FULL’ Gas Bottle…
.
So easy to do and takes a matter of minutes…
.
My first use I had FIVE ‘Part-Used’ Bottles and within 5 Minutes I had 
TWO FULL and THREE EMPTY Gas Bottles… completely empty too…
.
Saves space as it gets rid of Bottles but more than that, it means no more 
praying that the Part-Used Bottle will last the duration you need it to and 
no need to carry Part-Used Bottles in your kit..!!
.
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I got a pack of two from Amazon for £11.50 and they work great.. I didn’t 
need two but at £5.75 each it was a cheap option and I’ll keep one at 
home, and one in my bag..!!
.
It is recommended that the Bottle you want to fill is ‘Cold’ and the Bottle 
you are emptying is ‘Warm’….
.
I put two in the Freezer for ten minutes.. and the other three I ran under 
the Hot Tap for a minute… resulting in a perfect transfer..!
.
There are several version on Amazon, including one at over £30… The 
cheaper ones work the same as far as I can tell…
.
Obviously, make sure you do the transfer outside and away from any risk 
of flame etc… I did mine in the conservatory and got a nice High....!!!
.
Search ‘Gas Transfer Valve’ on Amazon or Google to find them…

RidgeMonkey RM Tech Quick Change Swivel...

The notable part about this QC Swivel from RidgeMonkey is that the tip of 
the ‘arm’ or hook is curved Inwards...
.
This simple yet Highley Effective change to the humble Quick Change 
Swivel means that the ‘rubber’ usually used to cover the end and stop the 
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Hook Link from coming off, no longer gets trapped or worse, ‘pierced’ on 
the clip part...
.
This ends the frustration if trying to quickly detach the Hook Link in the 
net whilst the Hook is still in the Carp only to have the anti-tangle rubber 
jam itself on the end of the spike, meaning you then have to rip it off or 
“faff about” pushing and pulling until it decides to release...
.
Made from High Quality Brass with an anti-glare finish and available in a 
Size 8 in packs of 10

Mini Crusher...

This was a great find… a ‘Nut Grinder’...!!
Better than the usual ‘Crusher’ we all use and ideal for a quick ‘Crush’ of 
Boilie, Pellets or even Tiger Nuts…
.
Literally takes Ten Seconds to crush a perfect little ‘Bag Mix’ allowing you 
to vary the mix each time..
Easy to clean, if you’re that way inclined and Stainless Steel Crusher 
Blades so should last a while..
.
Search on Amazon for it… £14.99..!
.
Obviously not meant for crushing high volumes of bait but ideal for 
making bag’s without having to do loads at a time..!
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After speaking with 1,000’s of 
anglers each year at shows, on 
the bank and also anglers who 
get in touch. There’s a common 
theme that always surprises me.

Anglers who change baits on a 
regular basis, after mentioning 
they’ve had a great year using 
one of our baits only to say they 

fancy a change. Think about that for a moment, you’ve had a good year 
using a bait. For it to have been a good year, my guess is you’ve had bad 
years using other baits ?

So why change, you have total confidence in the bait, a bait you’ve 
established on the waters you fish only to want to start the cycle again in 
the hope of better results.

We’ve heard time and time again at shows, anglers come to our stand 
and state they had their best ever years using Trigga, when asked why 
they don’t use it anymore, there is usually silence for a few seconds 
before the same answer, marketing by other brands of the latest 
wonder bait. Only to find the wonder bait is far from a wonder bait only 
to be tricked the following year by the latest so called wonder bait. I’m 
certain many reading this are guilty of this, my guess you’ve fallen for a 
marketing campaign only 
to find poor results at best, 
many of these wonder baits 
no longer being available 
but replaced by the next on 
the nether ending conveyor 
belt. There will never be a 
bait that fish can’t swim by, 
FACT.

You have high quality baits 
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that carp will readily accept 
overtime as a food source 
and feed on these with total 
confidence when they are 
looking for food over lesser 
quality baits that are usually 
over flavoured to catch the 
angler over carp. You will 
never get a carp to feed when 
not hungry, pre-occupied on 
naturals or spawning time, so 
accepting this is essential in any long term fishing campaign.

So think about it for a while, why start the process of finding a different 
bait after having a good year or two, unless you have had poor results 
over a prolonged period of time or you are targeting a new water that 
prefers a fishmeal bait over a nut meal etc. Quality baits don’t blow as 
many would have you believe, carp are creatures of habit and return to 
feed on what they accept as food time and time again. It can come down 
to your approach that needs tweaking over the bait, this can be location, 
presentation or simply a change of colour of a hook bait is all that’s 
needed.

Look at many of our more established and successful team members, 
they have been using the same bait in many cases for over 10 years 

and for some over 20 years 
and would never consider 
changing. You will hear time 
and time again after a slow 
session, not for one minute 
did they consider it being the 
bait. Myself included in this, 
it’s usually my choices of swim 
that have let me down.

Richard Hughes
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Summary
Before coming to the 
decision to change, look 
at your results over a 
12 month period. Don’t 
gauge your results 
against other anglers, 
but your results over 
previous years. Gauging 
your success against 
other anglers can be 
misleading, they could 
have been fishing more 
often than you or simply 
a better angler. Hard to 

hear but there are anglers out there who do have a special talent year on 
year of coming out on top. It’s hard gauging your success against these 
types of anglers, so gauge your success against your previous years.

We wish you all luck over the coming months in your personal fishing 
journeys, for those of you chasing a new personal best or if you’re 
chasing one that has been eluding you. We hope this is your year and 
look forward to seeing your journey as this gives us great pride in seeing 
you succeed.

Tight Lines

Rich Hughes
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cheese, luncheon meat, maggots 
& worms, but just couldn’t catch 
one…... Then, in 1991 I landed 
my first ever Carp, a huge 16lb 
common, I was made up and this is 
where my journey started.

The world is a very different place 
to what it was back all those years 
ago, there was no real social media 
other than fishing magazines, this 
was really the only way of 
seeing what was going on 
and looking at the catch 
reports from the likes of 
Terry Hearn, Rod Hutchinson 
etc. or the late great John 
Wilson who would laugh his 
way through his tv fishing 
adventures, and then 
followed on by Matt Hayes 
who both spire headed 
fishing on TV. These guys 

set the standards for what 
is now at a click of a button 
or instantly available on 
YouTube.

What made these guys 
different, is that they weren’t 
afraid to stand out, they didn’t 
just conform and follow what 
everyone else was doing, they 
did their thing whilst ultimately 
educating others, and this I 
believe sets you apart not just 

in life, but in anything you want to 
be the best at and be recognised 
for……. This is a good starting point 
for any angler wanting to be the 
next Dave Levi or Ashley Izzard.

For anyone wanting to get into 
carp match angling, regardless 
of what age you are, the best 
way is to get yourself into carp 
social events, there are many 

Competiton Carp Fishing
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held across the UK and a 
great place to start. You 
meet like minded anglers, 
who in my experience are 
more than willing to help 
and support newcomers or 
people looking for advice, it’s 
a great way to home in on 
your watercraft skills, or even 
try and understand what 
another angler saw when 
selecting their swim choice. 
There’s normally prizes for 
1st 2nd & 3rd along with the biggest 
fish award. There are some great 
companies out there, many more 
than in my day (which to be fair was 
pretty much none) that are set up 
to accommodate from entry level 
match anglers who are wanting to 
take the next step, right through 
to the circuit match angler. Check 
out: Biggun Carp Cup, LVD Carp 
Crusaders, CarpTour, Serious 

Carp Socials to name but a few, 
but do get yourselves on as many 
socials as you can, you never 
know who you might meet, and its 
definitely the way to go if you want 
to take a step up from just being a 
recreational angler.

Competition angling isn’t like just 
going fishing for a few days and 
expecting to catch some fish, 

getting a good night’s sleep, 
or making a few moves round 
a lake until you get on them.
It’s much more than that, 
it will take your emotions 
from being super positive 
and confident to questioning 
your own existence. That 
may sound a bit dramatic, 
but believe me, the highs 
and lows are like tidal waves 
throughout the match. Once 



4848

you’ve drawn your peg and set up, 
that’s it, you gotta make it work for 
you, that will entail sleepless nights, 
hard work, strategy, physical and 
mental pressure. There maybe a 
team or competitor in a different 
peg on another part of the lake 
that’s hauling, making you question 
if you’d picked the right swim, is 
my baiting approach wrong, is 
my rig fishing, should I be 
using a bottom bait / zig or 
Pop-up’s…... Ultimately, 
believe in what you know, 
and even if you don’t win or 
even catch, there is always 
A POSITIVE, you will have 
leaned something, and that 
is the key to your future 
success!

Preparation is everything! 
Fail to prepare, prepare 

to fail. This is true in any 
discipline, but especially 
when it comes to 
competition angling. So, 
what is there to prepare 
for? Well, everything! It 
starts with the lake, finding 
out as much information 
as possible, size, depth, 
swims, past catch reports, 
what tactics have been 
successful in the past etc. 
Don’t underestimate the 
importance of the weather 

condition for the time of year you’re 
going to be there; Wind direction, 
change in direction, is it going to be 
a high- or low-pressure, is there a 
cold spell or is it going to be sunny 
etc. All these points will make a 
huge difference when selecting 
your swim or making the most of 
the swim you are in. Conditions and 

Competiton Carp Fishing
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lake knowledge are just 
the starting point of your 
preparation, tying up 
enough spare rigs, solid 
bags, prepping your 
chosen bait, will all give 
you an edge when your 
time is limited, and you 
need to get your rods 
back out on the spot 
after a take. Feeding 
spells maybe limited, 
and those few minutes saved, may 
just land you an extra fish to two.

Preparation isn’t just weather 
conditions, baiting approach, or 
strategy, it also entails practice, 
what I mean by this is you maybe 
competing on a large water where 
the fish are holding up in the middle 
away from the angling pressure, 
so being able to reach those 
spots at range takes practice and 

technic. Taking time to get out and 
practice your casting, for not only 
distance but accuracy must not be 
underestimated. Having the ability 
to cast at range and being accurate 
is certainly an edge. Some of the 
most successful match anglers I 
know regularly go out on a field or 
to a large water and just practice 
their casting during their down time, 
or between matches.

Get all these elements right, and 
match fishing can be a real nail 
biter, no matter how laid back, 
experienced or controlled you 
think you are; I promise you, 
there will be nothing that can 
prepare you for that emotional 
roller-coaster as you head into 
the final morning or minutes of a 
competition. 

I can give many examples of 
this, but the most notable for me 
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came in the 2023 season, the 
first occasion was in the BCAC 
last June, we were competing 
at Berners Hall fisheries and 
coming into the final two hours 
we were winning by 1lb, it 
had been a battle all weekend 
between us and another pair, 
Paul Gordon & Vernon Kearl.
As the final hour of the match 
approached, we could see they 
were into a fish, the time taken 
to land it felt like an eternity, but 
as they got the fish over the net, 
we knew that our time had run out, 
even though we came second, we 
couldn’t qualify to the next round.

A few weeks later, myself and 
Cory Conner entered round 3 of 
the Linear league on B1, we had 
missed the previous rounds due 
to other matches coinciding with 
the dates, but knew we had our 
work cut out to catch the leading 

teams but still felt confident this 
was going to be a good weekend. 
We were fully prepared, and had 
followed the weather conditions, we 
knew the lake and that there was 
going to be a wind change, plus 
incoming low pressure. Walking 
round the Lake prior to the draw, it 
was obvious the fish were holding 
up in front of swims 28 to 35, but 
with the in coming weather change 
felt they would move. This would 
be a gamble, but when we were 

drawn first out of the hat, it 
was a gamble we were willing 
to take. With our chosen 
swim now set up, we set to 
work with our strategy – Long 
range, accurate baiting, every 
30 to 45 minutes which would 
be our tactic for the entirety of 
the match. The linear League 
is about the five biggest fish 
throughout the six rounds, so 

Competiton Carp Fishing
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the big haul’s wouldn’t really make 
a difference, thus targeting where 
we felt the biggest fish would be. 
The first 12 hours was sole 
destroying, watching the 
competitors on the other side of the 
lake having double, triple takes…. 
Had we made a mistake, was our 
strategy wrong, everything you 
could imagine was now creeping 
in. As midnight approached, my 
middle rod ripped off, the wind had 
changed, the low pressure was 
upon us and the thrill of landing 
our first fish was a relief to say the 
least, as the night went on, I had 
another 5 resulting in us now being 
in 4th position heading into the final 
24 hours.
We carried on with our baiting tactic 
throughout the next day, but the 
fish had now moved off and we 
once again edging our bets. Cory 
had now gone 36 hours without 
a bite, was getting frustrated and 
questioning his tactics, but this 
is where teamwork comes in and 
you need each other to help pick 
one another up when the times are 
tough.
I had competed in back-to-back 
competitions in the previous month 
and fatigue was kicking in, we 
approach the final evening, and I 
hit A BRICK WALL, I couldn’t cast, 
my arms were done, I was tired 

and just had nothing left in the tank. 
I had to get some sleep, even if 
just a few hours…. Whilst I was 
having a much needed power nap, 
midnight approached and Cory was 
in, he came and woke me up with 
a huge smile saying I got one. This 
was ALL we needed, the tables had 
once again turned and it was Cory’s 
turn landing another 5, the biggest 
being 39.12 spawned out mirror, 
giving us the win and putting us 2nd 
over all in the league table.

We went on to win the BCC Linear 
League 2023 title.
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This is not written as a definitive guide to using Tubing or Leaders but 
more of a “my experiences and preferences” of the use of either...and 
hopefully it will be some use for those that have never used one or the 
other or even both....

Tubing has been used in Carp Fishing for many years now and has 
‘evolved’ over time to become much more supple and heavier than the 
original that was first introduced, some of which was simply Silicone 
or PVC Tube that was so soft and ‘springy’, it was more like an elastic 
band..! Other tubing was actually a hard plastic tube sometimes with an 
in-line lead fixed to the end and I remember using this for many seasons 
and to good effect and I am sure you can still buy this type of plastic tube 
to use as “Booms” for Cat Fishing??!, but tubing has come a long way 
in terms of flexibility and how it can follow contours and also ‘sink-ability’ 
with the addition of tungsten and even Stainless Steel if you opt for my 
favourite, the ‘FreeFall Braided Tubing’ from RigMarole.

...the same can be said about ‘Leaders’ too which have evolved from 
Lead Core to a vast array of materials that can be spliced or even solid 
‘Fused’ Leaders and of course you also have the lead-free options from 
RigMarole and Katran, which use a very heavy, very flexible, very thin 
‘Chain’ in place of the lead and is used exactly the same as the lead-core 
in terms of splicing etc. right through to the ones that contain no insert 
and are soft and supple woven braid 
with a hollow core, and even some that 
are “Tungsten Impregnated”..!!!

Tubing
To my knowledge, which is not that of 
a ‘Carpy Historian’, Tubing was first 
used for the ‘Anti-Tangle’ properties 
it gave when using supple Hook 
Links such a ‘Dacron’ (the Dacron 
I am referring to is the original stuff 
used as Fly Line Backing..!) and from 
experience, the solid Plastic Tube was 

Mark Carper
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superb at doing this and also when 
fishing “Heli” style rigs it stopped 
the swivel damaging the Mono 
Main Line. It was also available 
with a ‘Link Swivel’ trapped 
between two beads to further assist 
the anti-tangle properties of the 
aforementioned set-up.

As well as the anti-tangle aspect, 
all tubing in its’ various guises 
offers protection from the swivel 
when fishing Helicopter or Chod 
set-ups or when using a free-
running lead set-up and another 

benefit is stopping the bare main line from coming into contact with the 
side of the Carp, and therefore minimising the chance of the line lifting 
a scale or causing other damage. I don’t recall the tubing being used 
primarily to protect the carp from bare line back in the early 80’s, but that 
soon followed as a selling point, although I could be wrong and maybe 
that was the primary thought...?!

I guess no matter what set-up we use, we should always consider fish 
welfare at all times and I guess that the advances in materials and 
technology have aided this, especially the soft Fused Leaders.

Most rig tubing is now supple, and the 
majority of it sinks like a brick – which 
helps disguise your main line near the rig 
(if that’s important to you) and it also helps 
give protection to the main line from snags 
etc.

With so much choice of tubing, the only 
real downside is threading the damn 
stuff..!!! I, like many others have been on 
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the verge of launching my rod and reel 
in to the bushes with the frustrations 
of threading the main line through 
that tiny little hole... and I have even 
witnessed anglers cut the tubing in 
to smaller sections to thread the line 
through, especially on venues that 
have a “Leader Ban” and surprisingly, 
there are quite a few venues that 
only allow tubing, although I feel 
this is more about anglers inability 
to ‘SAFELY’ construct a rig using a 
leader, than the leader itself. That 
said, threading mono through sections 
of tubing is completely counterproductive both in terms of ‘Anti-Tangle’ 
and Fish Care...!

For those of you that use tubing and have suffered the frustrations it can 
bring, you really do need to give the RigMarole FreeFall Braided Tubing a 
try... you will be amazed at just how easy it threads. For more information, 
check out a previous article in issue 91.. click the link.. 
https://online.pubhtml5.com/kzxy/jwrj/index.html#p=85

Leaders
Leaders, not to be confused with “Shock 
Leaders” of which there are also varying 
types from Braid to Heavy Mono and 
even Tapered Leaders and are used to 
take the ‘Shock’ off the Main Line during 
the cast, but the ones I am referring to 
are the ones that we would use instead 
of ‘tubing’ and are there for the same 
reasons as the tubing....

Mark Carper
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