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RH: Just like the old closed season. We will have to wait and there 
will be a rush. I�m very hopeful we won�t have to wait that long. Early 
indications are that the return to angling is being seen as a bene�t by 
government and ministers alike. 

TC: What are your current thoughts about the ‘Ladies World Carp Angling 
Championships’ being held this year as planned…? 

RH: None at the moment. It�s been cancelled. We�re disappointed but 
can live with it. We will be back again next year. 

TC: ..and for a more positive outlook, what about the news that the 
‘Welsh Ladies’ are looking to make a comeback under the management 
andexperience of Mark Wozencroft and the fact that Carp Team Scotland 
are in (or were in) progress of putting together a Ladies team also…? 

RH: Brilliant news. Scotland have got a team in the pipeline too so we 
will soon be having a full homenations event. It�s great to see the way 
that the ladies sport is increasing. 

TC: Finally, what have you been up 
to on a personal level during this 
crazy time in life…?

RH: Trying to keep �t and healthy, 
following guidelines and not 
putting weight on / drinking too 
much lol. �ere�s been a he�y 
amount of time put into angling 
of course, then as far as work and 
home life is concerned, catching 
up on all those back-burner jobs

Rob Hughes
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Game Game 

by Russ Guiseby Russ Guise
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12 Important Steps For An 12 Important Steps For An 
Easy Fishing Life Easy Fishing Life 

by Richard Handelby Richard Handel
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Towards the end of summer 2018, 
I was given the rare opportunity 
of a week without my wife and 
daughter.

A�er becoming a Dad less than a 
year before, �shing had really taken 
a back foot in my life, (as it should, 
family over �shing always) but 
with this being said, the wife given 
a chance for a last minute holiday 
to Dubai and was going to take the 
little one too. 

I was still on parental leave so had 
just over a week to myself, �shing 
was obviously on the cards but then 
it hit me, it�s not o�en I�m going to 
be wife and child free for a week, 
especially as little one was not even 
one at a time, so a few texts to some 
friends across the channel and 
some very last minute planning the 
ferries were booked.

Making the most of the time my 
ferry was booked to depart Dover 
at 4am Monday morning, this 
wasn�t bad seeming the wife only 
found out about her trip Friday 
a�ernoon, with that being said 
this le� very little time to actually 

prepare, amongst planning and 
packing and trying to �nd a dog 
sitter, let alone helping with little 
one too, but we will touch on the 
preparations a little bit later on.

I could have easily been lazy and 
done a few nights at Bluebell with it 
being just down the road from me, 
or some other notorious day ticket 
but that sense of adventure hit me 
and with the bags packed I headed 
to Dover just a�er midnight, 
planning on getting there early and 
�lling my boots on McDonald�s 
breakfast knowing full well like 
most of my �shing let alone a Euro 
adventure I won�t be eating much at 
all, just toasties and co�ee.

Leaving the house with a stinking 
cold, endless diversions and to 
�nally see the McDs was closed 
for refurbishment, the trip hadn�t 
started the way I wanted, although 
I was o�ered an earlier ferry, but 
with this going to the wrong port, 
I declined and grabbed 40 winks in 
the car, followed by another 40 on 
the ferry. 

Entering France at morning rush

Sam Hewerdine
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hour is never fun, but as I headed 
east the tra�c soon thinned out 
and the road signs started to show 
some familiar names, Gravelines, 
Niuewpoort et al. I won�t bore you 
with turn by turn directions to 
Ostend, but by the time I arrived 
in familiar surroundings we 
were touching 10am and I was 
exhausted.

A�er a very warm welcome from 
Gio (Of Monkey Climber fame) 
and family,a freshen up and some 
lovely fresh co�ee, I set up a light 
base camp, packed the rods in 
the car and hit a few spots I only 
touched on the year before, with 
some tips from my friend Sam, 
who �shed there a month or so 
before me and had some huge hits 
of some awesome canal carp the 
con�dence was high.

�e usual suspects were visited, 
Blue Bridge, Power Station and 
a few more that will remain 
nameless, I was doing this on a hit 
and run basis, bait all spots, then 
return and drop a rod in for 30 
minutes to an hour. Only using 2 
rods, but having 2 set up with; a 

chod, a snowman and bottom bait 
set up, giving me versatility for 
each spot.
Whilst catching some rest at the 
Power station swim on the main 
canal, I was soon reaching for the 
rod, feeling the pressure drop o� 
my shoulders thinking I had caught 
on my �rst day, on the main canal 
in Ostend, I was soon brought back 
down to earth when my net was 
�lled by a Belgian slab of a bream. 

My spirits were soon li�ed again, 
not by a carp but a passer-by who 
has seen my post on Facebook 
and was coincidentally a follower. 
Bjorn stayed for a while chatting 
about local �shing and being very 
generous with tips and places to 
�sh. As for the �shing , none of the 
other spots produced more than a

Belgium bound
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beep or two and with the size of 
the barges on the main canal and 
the lorry tra�c behind me, I caved 
into the comfort and retired to base 
camp. Putting the rods out with 
a sprinkling of bait, I set out for 
some shut up. 

I didn�t quite realise how tired I 
was with less than 2 hours of kip 
in 48 hours, I slept from dusk until 
around 10am, expecting a �sh 
or the morning tra�c from the 
cycle path feet from head to wake 
me, it wasn�t until my friends dad 
produced some more of that co�ee 
I �nally opened my eyes.

First full day and I was hungry for 

carp, I decided to have a decent 
breakfast European style, pastries 
and bread, and set up a game plan. 
Fresh rigs, sharpened hooks, twice 
the bait and twice the spots. I could 
have easily dropped onto the 2 park 
lakes I�ve visited in previous years 
but I wanted a canal carp.

One spot in particular was rocking 
the week before, but getting rig to 
it was the problem, this involved 
leaving bait and rigs on one side 
of the canal, which was private 
property and casting over the spot 
dropping the rig and running back, 
this all sounds ok, but on your own 
and with a bridge that opens for 
boat tra�c this was a big risk 

Sam Hewerdine
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and with �sh safety and my rods at 
stake I opted back to previous spots 
and a couple of new ones.

Back at base, I grab a co�ee and 
sit looking over the canal with the 
�polars� on, no rods just chilling in 
the lovely mid 20�s heat, and low 
and behold a lovely looking chunk 
of a common slowly dri�s past my 
feet, although it wasn�t around for 
long it gave me hope and the rods 
were back in place, deciding to 
spend the rest of the a�ernoon as 
the bivvy. Living in relative luxury I 
cook up some dinner and catch up 
with Gio. 

He tells me he�s been baiting with 
tigers and using them on the hook 
to keep the bream away, clever old 

me didn�t pack any tiger nuts, but 
Gio being the top bloke he is, grabs 
me a bucket full that he has just 
cooked up that day and tells me to 
knock myself out.

Not wanting to put all my eggs in 
one basket and with the Belgian 
rod licence only allowing me to 
�sh two rods, I put two tigers on a 
long hair using a size 6 long shank 
hook, with a little piece of silicone 
on the shank blowback style and 
just in case this wasn�t to the canal 
chunks taste, I opted for a chod rig 
on the 2nd rod, loaded with a pink 
Monkey Climber, Estrella pop up. 
Using the logic of Gio must know 
what the carp in these canals like 
and he makes the bait himself, so 
using his recommendation of tigers 

and his own pop ups, 
con�dence was high and 
I felt I had given myself 
the best chance I could. 

I settled in for the night, 
a call to the wife and 
daughter, some fries 
from the local �Friterie� 
washed down with a 
couple of �Jupiliers�,

Belgium bound
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with very little in the way of signs 
of carp I thought it was going to be 
another quiet night.
�at was until my le�-hand rod 
loaded with the tiger nuts screamed 
o� like a freight train at around 
half 4 in the morning, an absolute 
one toner.

With the adrenaline pumping and 
the frustration of the previous 
couple of days blanking already 
becoming a distant memory, 
I position the net in place and 
continue the battle, with the �ght 
being very solid and slow, it �sh 
was giving me signs of a big girl, as 
the smaller ones usually kick out 
and thrash a bit more.

My optimism soon began to fade, 
with no sign of the �ght coming to 
an end I hadn�t even glimpsed the 
�sh yet, with the rod bent over the 
to the le� hand side of my setup, 
there was no worry of crossing 
lines with my snuggly sat rods, but 
this didn�t stop me worrying about 
snags and the potential of the �sh 
the take the line across the canal 
wall, which had happened to me 
the year previous. 

Feeling pretty con�dent in my 
hook hold and worrying about 
another blank, I start to bully the 
�sh in battle and the tables started 
to turn, slowly but surely I was 
gaining more line that i was losing, 
eventually i saw the �sh break the

Sam Hewerdine
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water, the bad news was this was 
40 yards up the canal, despite the 
canal being only 15 yards wide, I 
was �shing in a semi rural part of 
the country with nothing in the 
way of boats or bends so the �sh 
had only one of two ways to swim, 
and if anyone has caught from a 
canal before they will know if you 
give them line they will take it. 
Usually I would move closer to the 
�sh but with fencing, wet banks 
and people gardens in the way this 
just wasn�t possible.

�e minutes grinded on but 
eventually the �sh was within 
reach of the net and it wasn�t too 
long before it was in it, catching 
glimpses from my head torch and 
street lamps nearby, I saw a nice 
chunky 
common, 
not the 
elusive 
Belgian 
mirror I�ve 
hunted 
for several 
years now, 
but a very 
welcome 

common carp, not the size I had 
let me imagination lead to believe i 
was doing battle with, but far from 
a little pasty.

On the mat, a few self takes in the 
dark (which turned out terrible), 
the common took the scales round 
to 27lbs and ozs, no giant but for 
those who have �shed the canals, 
this is a fair size carp, and a�er the 
days of bream and blanks, 12lbs 
would of been welcome, let alone 
27�!

With daylight creeping around the 
corner, I placed her in the sling, 
triple knotted it to the lamppost 
and set about having a victory 
brew, messaged Gio for some pics 
and placed the rod back out there.

Belgium bound
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�e pop-up rig produced nothing 
over the next few hours, so I 
switched both rods to the tiger 
nuts, with good results, albeit 
not until the next evening which 
was also my last. Without going 
into the �ner details, two more 
Belgian bangers graced my net, 
unfortunately none were to be 
the much-desired mirror I was 
searching for but each more 
welcome than the last. 

As the �nal morning arrived, the 
pack down was quick and easy 
and the goodbyes are always easier 
with a few carp under the belt, as 
I sat in Gio�s kitchen �nishing my 
last co�ee, 
I realise it�s 
9:15am and 
my ferry is 
at 11am...
in another 
country.

�e mad 
dash back 
to France, 
with a quick 
stop for 
chocolates 

for the wife and a present for my 
daughter, because a�er all family 
comes �rst.

Made it with a few minutes spare 
for a freshen up and change of 
clothes at the ferry terminal. 
Although I was still the worst 
smelling person on that boat.

All the Best

Sam

Instagram - @ChasingScalesCarp
Facebook - @ChasingScalesCarp
Twitter - @ChasingScales

Sam Hewerdine
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You can buy ‘SPUG’S’ latest book carping Mad 3 
by  clicking the link below

www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books

http://www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books
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DadDad  and and 
Daughters 1st Daughters 1st 
Carp trip by Carp trip by 
Chris HayeChris Haye
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Jordan Watson� e Little Egret Press

Publisher of limited-edition � shing books. Superb quality books at great value.
To see our full range please visit our website.

Phone: 07909 090 983      Email: info@thelittleegretpress.co.uk

www.thelittleegretpress.co.uk

Before I Forget

By Rod Hutchinson

£29.95
Limited Edition Hardback

� e First Seventy Years

By Archie Braddock

£29.95
Limited Edition Hardback

Willow Pitch V:
Chasing Chevin

By Various

£29.95
Limited Edition Hardback

I Caught a Glimpse

By Wayne � omas

£24.95
Limited Edition Hardback



142142 NAS The Secret PoolTying the Ronnie RigCarp Chronicles

Lockdown SpecialLockdown Special
Featuring all of Your comedy catch Featuring all of Your comedy catch 

PicturesPictures

CarpCarp
BehavingBehaving

BadlyBadly
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Matthew Corrie
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147147
Michael Whitney 1







































https://www.mixcloud.com/BanxMusic/

















