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Hello… and welcome….
To another bumper issue of Talking Carp. The magazine 
written especially for you by everyday anglers! This month is 
stuffed cover to cover again with articles from Scott Geezer 
Grant, Gary Milky Lowe, Corrie Booysen, Andrew Murray and 
so many more. 

We also have a chat with Mainline Baits main man himself… 
Mr Kev Knight…. 

The winter draws ever near, and for those of you who still 
wish to carry on fishing, please do so sensibly…. plenty of 
warm clothing and hot drinks. You know the score… 

Here’s a little heads up for you… Christmas is on its way 
and we will be posting bargains and deals that we find on 
the internet for you… but we will also be having giveaways 
in December… so keep your eyes peeled for those on our 
Facebook page.

Remember, we always like to hear from you so keep those 
emails and catch reports coming in, and if you have a tale 
to tell we always have space for one more. Give us a shout 
anytime.

Take care…

Email brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk

Email buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk

Team Talking Carp

mailto:brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
mailto:buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk


Mr John 
Wison 

MBE
 

1943 - 2018

It is with great sadness that this month we 
have seen the passing of a true angling great.

John Wilson MBE has passed away on 
Tuesday 13th November 2018 at his home in 
Thailand.

John was a fisherman that excelled in every 
form of fishing not only carp fishing, and has 
inspired many generations to take up the 
sport and he was voted the greatest angler of 
all time in 2004.
The queen awarded John the MBE in her 
birthday honours list  in 2009.



Go fishing was his first TV programme that 
first aired 32 years ago in 1986 and from 
there he went on to film 4 other series along 
with writing 20 books and had a column with 
the Sunday Express news paper. 
He also released his own brand of fishing 
tackle.

Johns passing will be a huge loss to angling 
and our thoughts are with his family at this 
sad time.

Rest in Peace.
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Christine Second Time 
Around 

by 
Scott Geezer Grant
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After spending a well-
earned two-week 
holiday in Bali with the 
Mrs our first holiday 
in 4 years, which was 
absolutely fantastic 
it was back to work 
for a week then off 
to Cottington, Lake 
Christine for two nights 
with good friends Barry 
and Ben O” Connor.
I had spoken to Ben 
briefly at the start of 
the week to find out 
how it was fishing, 
and he said he was 
very slow down there 
at the moment. With 
this in mind I decided 
to cut back on the bait 
and only took 5kg of 
chopped boilies, 3kg 
10mm boilies 1 large 
bucket of HOB Chilli 
hemp/maize,1 bucket 
of matching pellets that 
should be enough for 
two nights.
I arranged to meet 
them at the lake on 
the Friday morning 
at 07:30 as I had a 
retirement function 
to attend Thursday 

evening.
I was up early and with 
the car loaded I set off 
for Cottington at just 
after 06:00 o’clock.

 It was a pleasant drive 
and I arrived at the 
complex at 07:15, I 
popped into the shop 
and picked up a couple 
of tokens to get me 
through the barrier 
then it was a simple 
case of driving down to 
the lake. I was excited 
as always, I grabbed 
my brolly and walked 
down to where Ben 
was in swim 2.

I crept up nice and 
stealthy and popped 
my head round his 
bivvy door at 07:30 on 
the dot. He acted like 
he’d seen a ghost.
I asked if he had 
caught anything and 
there was no surprise 
when he said he had a 
34lb 12oz linear at first 
light. Barry, Ben and 
Mango were fishing 
from last night but 
because of work etc I 
couldn’t get down until 
this morning.
Barry had gone into 
swim ¾, Mango was in 
swim 5, so that only left 
swims 6/7, 8 and 1.

Scott Grant
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I had a good session 
last time in swim 6/7 
but as Mango was in 
5 I decided to go in 
swim 1. This gave me 
plenty of water with an 
island directly in front 
and overhanging trees 
down to my right.
With Ben now dressed 
we went around to 
Barry to have a coffee 
and natter. 
Barry had a 20lber in 
the night and just as 
we were drinking our 
coffee Mango got a 
take which resulted in 
the lakes fully scaled.
I remember Barry 
catching the same fish 

on our last session 
here and what a 
cracking fish it is, and I 
fish I would dearly love 
to catch.
On the scales she was 
just under the 30lb 
mark but when a fish 
looks this good weight 
really is irrelevant. 

I took 
some 
cracking 
shots for 
him then 
she was 
returned. 
There’s 
nothing 
better 
then 

turning up at a lake 
and seeing your mates 
catching fish before 
you’ve even set up!!

By now I was super 
excited to get the gear 
round to my swim and 
get the rods out. The 
weather was going to 
be bright sunshine with 
a forecast temperature 
of 24 degrees. Being 
down near the coast its 
always slightly cooler 
then at home which 
apparently was going 
to be in the high 20s. 
By the time I got my 
gear to the swim it was 
11:00 o’clock the first 
thing I done was sorted 
the rods everything

Scott Grant
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else can wait until this 
afternoon.
I had already decided 
to fish exactly the 
same way as I did back 
in May.  
So, the boat was 
loaded with a generous 
helping of crushed 
boilies followed by 
a handful of 10mm 
nutjob boilies and 
finished off with a 
couple of scoops of 
HOB Chilli hemp/maize 
and some matching 
pellet. Rigwise was a 
simple Ronnie rig with 
a nutjob wafter, as 
always both my lead 
and hookbait were 
dipped in the matching 
glug.
My left rod was fished 

under a bush just 
before the corner of 
the island I had seen 
a couple of fish there 
earlier, so it was a 
great place to start.
The right hand rod was 
fished with exactly the 
same rig and tactics 
but fished down to my 
right in-front of a large 

bush along the reed 
line.

With the rods sorted 
it was time to sort the 
rest of the gear out, 
I had literally just put 
my brolly up and the 
left-hand rod was away 
resulting in a cracking 
common of 28lb what a 
result!! 

Ben took some 
cracking photos for 
me then the fish was 
treated and returned.
I got the rod back out 
to the same area then 
went about getting the 
rest of my gear sorted.



12
Into the afternoon 
and it was hot, I must 
admit its not the sort 
of conditions I would 
normally fish in but as 
this was pre-arranged 
it was a bit different.
Just behind my 
swim was a massive 
overhanging tree and 
that’s where I sought 
sanctuary for the rest 
of the day.

I was surprised after 
having a fish so 
quickly that I didn’t 
have anymore that 
afternoon. Maybe it 
would be a case of 
how I have fished 
recently that the more 
bait I seem to put in 
the more fish I tend to 
catch? 

The lake as a whole 
seemed to go dormant, 
the fish were enjoying 
the beautiful sunshine 
and why not.
Later that afternoon 
as it got to dinner time 
and it was case of 
boiling some rice and 
heating up a freshly

Scott Grant
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made chicken curry 
that was made by my 
Mrs before I left home 
this morning.
Barry and Mango 
wound their rods in and 
came around for dinner 
of which they enjoyed 
as they always do 
compliments to the Mrs 
the boys loved it.

As the evening started 
to draw in the gnats 
were out in force and 
were eating me alive 
to the point it started to 

become uncomfortable. 
Ben was also getting 
eaten and just as it got 
dark we both retreated 
to our bivvies for some 
needed respite!! 

I had my citronella 
candles burning away 
which would hopefully 
deter the gnats. I 
drifted off to sleep just 
after 2300 and was 
rudely woken up at 
0300 o’clock in the 
morning by a very 
angry common of 18lb 

from the left-hand rod.
The fish was treated 
and returned and the 
rod back out on the 
dance floor, then it was 
back under the shroud 
for some shut eye.

I was woken with the 
sun belting down on 
me, it was going to 
be another hot day 
possibly hotter then 
yesterday.
At 0900 o’clock the 
right-hand rod chipped

Christine second time around
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in with its first fish 
another 18lb common 
would you believe it. 
The wind was now 
pushing from my left 
to my right which was 
nice.

I had literally just put 
the rod out when the 
left-hand rod was away 
this time a lovely 17lb 
mirror was the culprit.
By now I was getting 
hungry so with the rod 
back out I asked the 
lads what we were 
having for breakfast 
and it just so happens 
that Barry was cooking 
breakfast for us all. 

Which to be honest 
was a relief as I had a 
feeling I was going to 
be busy catching these 
carp.

The lads wound in and 
went round to Barry but 
I decided to stay put as 

Ben was going to bring 
mine back with him, a 
good decision indeed 
as 20 minutes later 
the right hand rod tore 
off and after a battle a 
large common lay in 
the net, I was buzzing 
it looked a good fish 
and on the scales she 
went 31lb. Ben had 
come back round with 
my breakfast (which 
will have to wait) he 
took some cracking 
photos for me and then 
she was returned. The 
rod was put back out 
with another generous 
helping of bait then it 
was time to tuck into 
my breakfast which

Scott Grant
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was lovely.

I had just finished it 
when my left-hand rod 
was away a lovely 21lb 
linear was landed and 
again Ben obliged with 
the camera.
The fish were certainly 
getting on the bait and 
what I had brought with 
me was going down 
fast, I was actually 
thinking I might run 
out!!
Barry had chipped in 

with a couple of fish 
and Ben also, Mango 
had wound his rods 
in and popped home 
for a shower, exactly 
how many fish the 
lads have had I don’t 
know but later I will be 
speaking to Barry to 
find out.
Mango was doing one 
of his famous BBQs 
later, so I know the 
food was going to be 
bang on just like last 
time.

At 2 o’clock, I banked a 
lovely 24lb mirror from 
the right hand rod. The 
fish are in such good 
condition for a day 
ticket which is nice to 
see. 

Mango had returned 
and decided to go for a 
couple of shandy’s up 
in the café and asked If 
I wanted to join them , 
Ben wound in and was 
going but I decided to 
stay as Barry was 

Christine second time around
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staying and to be 
honest I didn’t want to 
leave him on his own 
and with the weather 
now scorching hot I 
would more then likely 
get hammered as I 
don’t drink as a rule. 
But I did ask ben to 
bring me back a cold 
pint of shandy. 
It turned out to be a 
good decision as the 

fish switched on again 
and at 1600 o’clock I 
had a 21lb 4oz mirror 
on the right hand rod 
followed 15 minutes 

later by a 17lb 8oz 
common on the left 
hand rod, twenty 

minutes later the left 
hand rod was away 
again this time a 16lb 

common and as 
soon as the rod 
was back out it 
was away again 
this time a 22lb 
mirror there were 
times when I was 
playing a fish 
and looked over 
to Barry and he 
was also playing 
a fish, all this 
while the other 
2 were having a 
beer!! 

Scott Grant
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Just as I landed 
the 22lb mirror 
Barry was into 
a good fish 
which turned 
out to be a 
lovely 30lb 
6oz mirror. 
Ben returned 
looking 
refreshed as he 
had 

also had a 
shower the 
lucky git. Again, he 
done the honours with 
the camera then asked 
how many I had caught 
whilst he was away, 
when I told him he 
couldn’t believe it but I 

was grinning from ear 
to ear.

At 1900 I would the 
rods in and went 
around to Mangos 
swim for a lovely BBQ 
and a pint of shandy 

which was still cold 
and went down an 
absolutetreat Ben 
you’re a Legend mate.
Just as I got to Mangos 
swim he managed to 
lose a fish in a snag !!

Christine second time around
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He wasn’t happy and 
vowed to remove the 
snag after the BBQ 
which was a relief, 
we all thought he was 
going to abandon the 
cooking!!
We sat eating good 
food and chatting it 
was really nice and 
after a couple of hours 
it was time to get back 
and get the rods out 
before it got too dark.
Ben decided he wasn’t 
going to put his rods 
out as he wanted a 
good nights sleep 
which was fair enough.
I on the other hand 
wasted no time in 
getting the rods back 

out to the areas I had 
been fishing them in. 
I drifted off to sleep in 
no time at all but not 
for long as through the 
night I had 3 x double 
figured commons 
all the time I was 
debating whether to 
put the rod back out 
but my conscious got 
the better of me every 
time. 
Before I 
knew it, 
the birds 
were 
singing, 
and the 
sun was 
up.
I sat 

there with a coffee 
watching the water 
and my eyes looked 
like holes in the snow 
when all of a sudden 
the right hand rod was 
away, this time it was 
a better fish a lovely 
23lb 8oz mirror and 
in the coming couple 
of hours I proceeded 
to bank another two 
cracking fish, a 19lb 
14oz linear and a 25lb 
8oz common. At one 
point I nearly ran out of 
particle that was until 
I stole a tub of bens 
that he hadn’t used yet 
lol…. cheers mate. I 
just about managed to 
get by on the bait I had 
brought with me, one 
thing is for sure the fish 
cant get

Scott Grant
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enough of what I am 
giving them, maybe its 
because of the way I 
am presenting the bait 
who knows and who 
cares they want it and 
that’s fine by me.
After breakfast we 
all started to pack up 
slowly I myself had 
to be away by 1100 
o’clock as I had work 
later that afternoon. 
Just as I was packing 
up I managed to lose 
my first fish of the trip 
on the right-hand rod 
and that was the last 
take I had, the rods 
and the gear were 
packed then I said my 
goodbyes and hit the 
road. 
It was a pleasure 
fishing a beautiful lake 
with great friends even 
if it was only for two 
nights. I really enjoyed 
the session and can’t 
wait to return to the 
complex.
My overall total of fish 
banked was 17 which 
isn’t bad for 2 nights 
fishing. Barry, Ben and 
Mango had a total of 

13 fish which gave us 
an overall total of 30 
fish banked. Not bad 
for a day ticket water.
Cottington lakes is a 
lovely complex which 
consists of 7 lakes.
Lake Christine is 
around 3 acres with 
2 islands average 
depth is 3ft and the 
stock is mind blowing, 
god knows how many 
30lbers are in there.
For more information 
visit www.
cottingtonlakes.co.uk 

If you would like to 
try the ready made 
“Ronnie rigs” from 
sharp tackle visit their 
website for a pack of 4 

hooks its £2:99 which 
isn’t expensive at all.

I would like to 
thank the following 
companies for their 
products of which I use 
in my fishing.

Www.galaxybaits.co.uk
Www.sharptackle.co.uk
Www.kudostackle.
co.uk
Www.hookedonbaits.
co.uk 

If you’re out on the 
bank stay safe and 
remember its only 
fishing.

 All the best

Geezer

Christine second time around

http://www.cottingtonlakes.co.uk 
http://www.cottingtonlakes.co.uk 


Ben with his 
34lb 12oz 

Linear
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#PARTICLEPERFECTION

SEE OUR FULL RANGE AT

HOOKEDONBAITS.COM
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Mainline Baits main man - 
kevin knight
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A Chat With.... 
Mr. Kevin Knight

This month we are lucky to have the pleasure of speaking 
to a man who has been around the game a long, long time. 
A man who tends to keep himself under the radar, but has a 
photo album that would be the envy of many... and it’s fair to 
say this man knows a good bait when he sees it! 

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr Mainline himself - Mr Kevin Knight

TC: Welcome to Talking Carp - let’s get into the questions.
TC: Who is Kevin Knight? Tell us a little about yourself?

KK: “Well there’s not much to tell? I’m just a general, average 
bloke I guess? I work hard so try my best to enjoy my free time, 
which is often limited. I love my family very much, and at my 
age I now have a great circle of friends to spend time with when 
away from the girls; from a round of golf to night or so on a lake 
somewhere.” 

TC: How did you get into the bait manufacturing game? Was 
it something you always had a keen interest in?

KK: “That’s a bit of long story, but the nuts and bolts are Steve 
and myself were keen anglers, we had the right contacts at the 
time to start making some bait on a very small scale at the time. 
We had some very good anglers wanting the bait at the time, 
which really helped. Then we put together the original Grange 
and things took off from there really.”

Kevin Knight



24

TC:  It would be fair to say Mainline Baits are at the top of the 
game, and have been for some time. So how do you do it?  
How have you stayed the market leader for so long?

KK: “We have always been forward thinking and have managed 
to put Mainline Baits in a position where new, modern and 
sometimes exciting ingredients become exclusively available to 
us. We test them and try them out, and in some case new baits 
and products evolve, if they meet our standard and the standards 
expected from our customers they are released – a simple 
philosophy really.” 

TC: What does the future hold for Mainline Baits; as we see 
you expand into particles and flavoured meat. What plans do 
you have for the future?

KK: “Much of the same really, we will continue researching bait 
ingredients and making new, improved baits. Hopefully helping 
anglers catch more fish, which is always our aim.” 

A Chat With.....



25

TC: Your own fishing now. How often do you manage to 
actually get the rods out yourself? 

KK: “Not as often as I like is the simple answer to that! Mainline 
is a very busy company, and so free time for me and any working 
adult I guess is of a premium – divided between family and things 
you enjoy. I find the best way now is to book trips to France in the 
better months to sort of condense free days together for a good 
trip, and then fish locally in the winter when I have a little more 
time.”

TC: What has been your favourite venue to fish so far? Is 
there anywhere you would maybe like to go and fish one 
day? 

KK: “That would have to be the Little Grange; its where it all 
started for us! Home of the Essex record at the time, and home 
to a great many fond memories. I’d perhaps like to return to 
Rainbow one day. I’ve been once but by Rainbow standards 
the session was a little short for the obscene amount of effort 
required to get there and fish effectively. So maybe I’ll get the 
chance for another go 
one day.” 

TC: You will have seen 
a lot of changes in the 
world of carp fishing. Is 
there anything that has 
fallen by the wayside 
that you would like to 
see come back?

Kevin Knight
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KK: “I guess like most anglers, I’d like to see a little of the mystery 
return. A faint rumour of a big carp being caught somewhere 
unknown to most is in many ways more exciting than seeing that 
fish held up just after its return on your Facebook news feed for 
example. Although I don’t believe you should sit and dwell in the 
past, it far better to embrace new technology and utilise it than 
buff-up your rose-tinted glasses. Despite social media being a 
platform for the haters and divs of this world to air their views, it 
does also provide a way to stream to positives and enjoyment of 
angling, which can only be a good thing.”    

TC: Social media plays a huge part in the carp fishing of 
today. Where can you see our sport going in the next ten 
years?

KK: “I think the carp fishing world of today is a very good 
indicator of what to expect in the future; you’ll continue to see 
more awareness and information surrounding fishing online. 
Many more waters will be otter fenced and I would suggest 

everyone especially 
lake owners to 
checkout the good 
work and services 
being provided by 
Embryo. Hopefully 
more young anglers 
will pick-up on 
the positive social 
media and enter 
the sport to see it 
continue.” 

A Chat With.....
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TC: Would you care to share a tale from the bank that 
nobody knows about for our readers... We bet you’ve got a 
few? 

KK: “For the sake of a dear friend, the story behind ‘The Myth’ 
shall remain so I’m afraid.” 

TC: Finally, one rig and one bait for life - what’s it going to 
be?

KK: “Well there’s lots of good rigs around these days, but when 
I can get away with it I prefer to use a simple bottom bait Hair 
Rig. Yes, I will position the Hair with a small section of silicone 
tube and add some shrink tube to the hook eye to help it flip, 
but essentially the rig is very simple, tied from a soft coated 
braid. One bait? Well for me that would be a boilie; obviously I 
understand very well boilies provide you the chance to give the 
fish something highly nutritious, and something they will then 
return too. They also work so well tactically; scattering them with 
a throwing stick is one of my favoured methods, and best of all 
boilies can go 
a long way in 
singling out your 
species when 
targeting carp.”   

Many thanks 
for the chat,

 Talking Carp 
 

Kevin Knight
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29Dave LevyWhere It All Began For Me 

by 
Bex Nelson
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It all started on that 
one sunny day back 
in September of 2014. 
“Let’s go fishing, I 
think you will like it” my 
boyfriend Ben said to 
me. After borrowing a 
pair of his brothers old 
trackies and my old 
work t shirt we set off 
out to the lake.

“We will try the little 
lake, we should catch 
a few on there.” Ben 
said to me as we drove 
around all the other 
lakes on the fishery. 

Having no idea about 
carp fishing Ben soon 
showed me the basics. 
I was so scared of the 
alarms knowing they 
would catch me off 
guard and scare the 
life out of me when 
they broke into sound.

When the alarm 
sounded the feeling I 
had was indescribable, 
my heart was in my 
mouth and I couldn’t 
breathe, adrenaline 
had kicked in! Ben 

showed me how to 
play the fish and when 
I landed my first carp I 
was over the moon! 

Now I’d landed one I 
just had to figure out 
how to hold them, 
the fish just flapped 
around, soaking me 
and I just wondered 
how anyone could hold 
them. After a bit of 
effort, I managed to get 
my picture with my first 
ever fish, what a result!

“Can we catch some 
more?” I’d asked after I 
put the fish back.
“Of course, we should 
be able to catch a few 
today.” 

The day went by and 
we had caught 17 
carp! I was hooked and 
loved every minute of 
it. This was the start of 
something... 

I’m originally from 
Leeds, a Yorkshire girl 
born and bred that has 
moved down to Surrey. 
I’ve now been fishing 

for around 4 years but 
only about 2 years 
seriously. 

My uncle is a match 
fisherman, so I had 
been float fishing with 
him when I was a child 
but never got the buzz 
for it as no one else in 
my family fished.

When fishing really 
started to become a 
serious hobby of mine 
was after Ben and I 
went to a place called 
Anglers Paradise for 2 
weeks. Catching tench, 
koi, orfe, catfish and 
carp really made me 
love all species and 
types of fishing. The 
icing on the cake was 
catching my biggest 
carp just over 14lbs, it 
felt huge! 

Deciding I wanted to 
catch carp and improve 
my angling Ben and 
I joined the Farnham 
ticket over on Yateley. I 
didn’t understand back 

Where it all began for me
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 then just how iconic 
Yateley was but after 
watching and looking 
through some pictures 
I felt excited to be 
fishing for Yateley carp. 
Before I gave it a go 
on the Farnham ticket I 
fished a few day ticket 
lakes and at Anglers 
Paradise again. I 
caught another PB 
there a beautiful 20lbs 

10oz mirror from the 
specimen carp lake. 
This lake held 30 fish 
so to catch a PB from 
there I was over the 
moon. 

Each time I went out 
fishing I was learning 
new techniques and 
skills which made me 
become a lot more 
confident. I started 

targeting a lake on the 
Farnham ticket. The 
first time I saw the lake 
I was mesmerised 
by how big it was but 
also how nice it was. 
Talking to bailiffs and 
fisherman they are 
gave me some advice 
about the lake, with 
my own research and 
advice I was off!

Bex Nelson
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My first trip I ended 
up losing what felt like 
a big fish and I cried! 
This made me more 
determined to catch a 
carp from the lake. On 
my next trip I managed 
to get the same swim, 
fishing it exactly the 
same I ended up with 
a 20lb carp and a 
double! I was buzzing, 
could I really beat my 
PB? Then George 
came along... 
What a catch! This 
being my third session 
on the lake and after 
having a good session 
last week I was back 
for more!
The first 3 days were 
tough going the carp 
weren’t feeding and the 
temperature was high.

I went into the fourth 
night thinking it may be 
a blank. But still feeling 
hopeful I put some 
more bait over the 
spots and sharpened 
the hooks up again. 
Checking the rigs in 
the margins I was good 
to go!

I clipped back up to the 
spots and retreated 
to my bivvy hoping for 
one last chance. 

The storm came, 
thunder and lightening 
over the lake it was 
quite a show. Just as 
I was looking out of 
my bivvy my alarm 
went. Sounding like a 
bream bite I went to 
the alarms and saw 
my bobbin on the floor. 
Being a drop back bite 
I reeled and lifted into 
it but unfortunately 
there was nothing on 
the end. Just as I got 
the rod in my left-hand 
rod tore off! My rod 
was bent sideways. 
Grabbing the rod 
quickly I lifted into the 
fish.
 The fish took me into 
the tree to the left of 
me and then to the 
right peeling line as I 
tried to reel it in.
The rain was really 
hammering it down 
and trying to call Ben 
proved useless as he 
was asleep.

Battling with the fish 
as it just kept fighting 
it came to an end after 
15 mins. I saw its head 
and it looked massive 
I knew this was a big 
fish and that I couldn’t 
fail at the net.

Seeing the fish go over 
the net was the most 
satisfying feeling I’ve 
had fishing. Looking 
down at the fish in the
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net I saw it’s back and 
it was big! 
Full of adrenaline 
and not being able to 
breathe I ran around 
to Ben’s swim shaking 
him to wake him up.
“Ben, Ben, I’ve got a 
fish.... and it’s big!” I 
could barely string a 
sentence together I 
was in so much shock 
and excitement! 
Ben looked at the fish 

and he thought it was a 
30, we weighed it and 
it came up at 29lbs on 
the dot, wow!
Just as I was 
celebrating my PB Ben 
said this is a named 
fish, it’s one of the A 
team, George. I was 
blown away. Getting in 
the water with it was 
such an epic moment. 
Giving it a kiss on the 
cheek as I said bye I 

thanked George for 
coming to see me and 
I knew it’s a moment 
I will treasure for a 
lifetime.
George still is my 
favourite capture but 
since then I caught a 
30lb mirror putting me 
in the 30s club… but 
that story is for another 
day…
Till next time...
Bex.

Bex Nelson
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I started marshalling for the British Carp Angling Championships 
around 2007 when Carp Team England Manager Rob Hughes 
was the owner. 
I first met him whilst fishing the events with my angling partner. 
Rob eventually sold to Simon Bennie and I stayed on as a head 
marshal running both singles and pairs events. 
I continued in that role until the end of 2013 when myself and my 
wife Belinda started British Carp Cups Ltd. We pride ourselves 
on forward thinking and started Ladies singles and pairs events 
along with the very popular Mixed Carp Cup, which is usually our 
end of year closer. This year all three of those events sold out 
and have competitors on waiting lists.
I have marshalled in Europe for the European Carp Angling 
Championships at Abbey Lakes and Ross Honey’s Worlds Carp 
Classic at Madine. This year is the 20th Anniversary of the WCC 
which I will be fishing myself on the mighty Madine.
Myself and my wife are keen carp anglers but also enjoy fishing 
for other species as well.
Last year I was very proud to be asked to marshal the Home 
Nations between England, Scotland and Wales on Linear 
Fisheries and I must of done something right as I have been 
asked to continue into the future.
We have revamped our British Carp Cup with a new look final at 
Barston Lake in October.

Anybody is welcome to enter our competitions, Check our 
website for more information and current availability. There are 

still places available on most of the qualifiers.

Mick Coxon British Carp Cups
www.britishcarpcups.co.uk

The British Carp Cups

http://www.britishcarpcups.co.uk
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The future format of Competitive Carp Fishing ???? 
This year’s British 
Carp Cup Final has 
been the topic of 
many a conversation 
during the build up 
to the event. It took 
place at Barston 
Lakes in the West 
Midlands on the 5th, 
6th and 7th October. 

As with all these 
types of venues they 
can have a tendency 
to be peggy and 
that is exactly what 
people were saying 
on social media 
prior to the 
match. 

The general 
consensus 
of opinion 
was that it 
was going 
to be won 
from all 
the usual 

known hot spots. 
Myself, particularly 
with the new format 
of an out of the bag 
match style draw 
and a deciding 
factor being the best 
5 fish was not so 
sure. 

The draw took 
place at 10pm in 
the clubhouse bar 
on the Thursday 
evening, following 
this none of the 
competitors were 
allowed on the 

lake until 6am the 
following morning. 

The match started 
with the 8am hooter 
on the Friday 
morning signaling 
all in. There was 
no early baiting 
and marking to be 
allowed on this one.

 We all felt that a 
weight of around 75 
to 80lb’s would be 
required for victory 
but with the time of 
year and 60 anglers
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The future format of Competitive Carp Fishing ???? 
around the lake 
weren’t sure if that 
would be the case. 

The idea was to 
weigh and record 
every pairs first 
caught 5 fish then 

only going back 
to the pegs when 
they had something 
bigger than their 
smallest weighed. 
Even doing things 
this way we were 
still extremely busy 

as the catch rates 
sored through the 
roof and lots of fish 
getting put back 
while anglers were 
waiting for the 
bigger ones to get 
their heads down.
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The feedback from 
the competitors 
whilst we were 
weighing and filming 
was all very positive, 
this was precisely 
what we had hope 
for. 

It was so hectic with 
fish coming out all 
round the lake that 
even we had trouble 
keeping up to date 
with the current 
leaders a lot of the 
time.

 It was obvious that 
the new format was 
a success and the 
lead was changing 
at every  weigh in. 

On Saturday night 
we posted an up 
to date scoreboard 
which was the last 
one until the live 
presentation on 
Sunday morning 
where all would 

be revealed. At 
that point no one 
was aware of the 
podium positions 
which added to the 
excitement of the 
occasion. 

All 30 of the 
competing pairs 
brought 
fish to the 
scales, 28 
of them 
registered 
5, most 
had a 
lot more 
which 
were 
returned 
due to the 
format. 
The top 
4 places 
were very 
close 
indeed 
with little 
more 
than 6lb 
between 

them. The top 2 
were even closer, 
only separated by a 
mere 3oz. 

In the end last 
year’s defending 
champions, Richie 
Collins and Kevin 
Locke took 4th place 

The British Carp Cups
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receiving £1,000 
prize money, 
trophies and a 
bait package from 
Cheshire Particle. 

3rd place 
went to Steven 
Brown and Wesley 
Prestage, receiving 
£2,000 prize money, 
trophies and a 
bait package from 
Cheshire Particle. 

Runners up 
spot went to Luke 
Church and Jason 
Adams who received 
£5,000 prize money, 
trophies and a 

bait package from 
Cheshire Particle. 

This year’s 
winners 
and new 
champions 

are Jaye Carpmail 
and Simon Bury who 
received £15,000 

prize money, a set 
of personalized 
Reuben Heaton 
scales each, 
trophies and a 
bait package from 
Cheshire Particle. 

This is the second 
time Simon’s name 
appears on this 
trophy as he won 
it in 2014 with a 
different partner. 

Due to the 
closeness of the 
weights this year we 
have decided to use 
kilograms in all our 
2019 competitions.

The British Carp Cups
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The British Carp 
Cup Final is going 
to remain at Barston 
for the next 2 
years when it will 
be held over the 
August bank holiday 
weekend. 

The start of 
proceedings will be 
a sit down meal for 
all competitors and 
BCC staff on the 
Thursday evening 
in the restaurant 
followed by the 
official match draw 
live on stage.

For anyone who 
missed this event 
on BT Sport you 
can now watch it on 
British Carp Cups 
YouTube channel. 
Feel free to take a 
look and see what 
it’s all about.’
you can also view 
this on the title page. 

The British Carp Cups
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Congratulations to you all from the 
Talking Carp Team
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Congratulations to you all from the 
Talking Carp Team
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Bookings now open for next years event !!!!

Hurry !!! Book now as places are filling fast
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Here it is folks. The one you have all been asking about. It’s the British 
Carp Cup singles.

Q1 Todber Manor, Little Hayes 8th to 10th March
Q2 Branston Water Park 29th to 31st March
Q3 Willow Park 26th to 28th April
Q4 Kingsbury Pine Pool 31st May to 2nd June
Q5 Wetlands 21st to 23rd June
Q6 Newbridge Lakes 28th to 30th June
Q7 Poolbridge Q Lake 28th to 30th June 
Q8 DDAP’s Brooklands 26th to 28th July

Final Albans Willows Lake 4th to 6th October 

Brooklands will be 16 places and max of 11 at Wetlands
All the rest have 12 and the top 3 qualify. Top 4 at Brooklands. 
The final will be an out of the bag draw and it will be decided on
a 3 best fish basis. The entry fee is £250.

Prize money 

1st £5000
Runners up £2000
3rd £1000
4th £750
Booking now open
contact@britishcarpcups.co.uk 01159 812 791
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By Mark Galli
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Welsh Ladies Carp Team vs REME Carpers by Mark Galli

Being involved with Talking Carp has allowed me to get access to the Military 
Carp World and has allowed me an insight in to the workings of their Teams 
and Events. Each Team has a set of Qualifying Events (QE’s) that lead up to 
the annual Inter Corps Carp Championships (ICCC), which runs just after the 
Army Championships….see the ‘Armed Forces Section’ of the Mag for this year’s 
report…

After spending the best part of 12 months being involved with the Royal Electrical 
& Mechanical Engineers (REME) Carp Team, the ‘REME Carpers’ as they are 
known, and taking part in some of their matches over that time, I have got to 
know the lads in the team really well.

They accepted me in to the team fold and even gave me a my very own team 
hoody too. This wasn’t some random selection on my part however as I have 
previously spent 12 years in the REME as part of the Territorial Army, otherwise 
known as the Army Reserve, which is the active-duty volunteer reserve force 
and integrated element of the British Army, and although I have never ever seen 
any active service, I felt an alliance to the guys on the team, which is made up 
predominantly of  serving soldiers and some ex-serving. 

I have also been fortunate 
enough to meet some of the 
Welsh Ladies Carp Team, 
whilst on a visit to meet 
the England Ladies Carp 
Team and from this, the 
Welsh Ladies Team took the 
opportunity to promote both 
the team and themselves in the 
pages of Talking Carp.

by Mark Galli
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After speaking with Sioned Weeks, who was the Ladies Team Captain about the 
articles, it was apparent that the ‘Ladies’ had never taken on a ‘Men’s’ team and we 
discussed the idea of making this happen…!

To see if this would be possible, my first and obvious port-of-call, had to be the 
REME Carpers, and I was a little surprised when they actually jumped at the 
chance to be the opposing team….I have to say, at that point though, they were 
unaware of just how good the Ladies from Wales actually were and I felt they 
thought this would just be a routine win against a ‘bunch of women’. However, I 
knew different, and after seeing the ladies in action against England at Drayton 
earlier in the year, I knew this had the potential of being a very good match.

Welsh Ladies Carp Team
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REME Carpers

The whole focus of the event was to help promote the Ladies Team and more 
importantly to try and encourage other female anglers to the sport and to their 
respective teams also, but at no point were the lads going to be there just to make 
the numbers up…they wanted to win this to preserve their dignity…although, I 
must admit, I felt they were doomed either way.

Win, and people would say, “It was just a bunch of girls you beat”, Lose and it 
would be “What, you got beat by a bunch of girls..?!”

So, this was going to be more about the bragging rights, especially for the Ladies 
and hopefully, it would showcase the commitment and passion they all have for 
the sport and their National Team. It was also meant to be a bit of a ‘Social’ and 
hopefully have a few laughs along the way.
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Preparations for the event started several months ago and the first decision would 
be the venue. As the focus was on the ladies, Wales seemed the obvious choice 
and ‘White Springs Fishery’ was contacted to see if they would allow us to host 
the event. We could not manage a whole lake booking as it was too big, but they 
agreed that we could book out eighteen or so swims, which would be perfect for 
the planned four pairs match.

Unfortunately, both teams had issues with team numbers, for various reasons, so 
we agreed on a three pairs match, with me fishing for pleasure and not actually 
as part of the REME Team (I think they thought I would be a liability and lessen 
their chances of a win..!!)

White Springs Fishery was booked from the 25th to the 27th October and plans 
were afoot to make the event a success. 

Castaway PVA, Elite Tackle, Rig-It Tackle, MH Leads and Finygo all 
came onboard to support the event with prizes, vouchers and give-aways and 
SSgt Carl Hartley, who helped organise things from the REME side, hand made a 
unique Trophy especially for the event.

I hyped the event over Social Media using the Top Penguin Carp Angling group 
page and also posting on the REME Carpers and Welsh Ladies Carp Team Pages 
and the ladies were gaining a lot of support for the event which was exactly what 
was intended.

It may surprise you, but none of the National Carp Teams, male or female, get 
any funding support from their respective Angling Associations, but they are 
governed by those Associations and have to comply with the rules and regulations
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etc. Sponsorship is also difficult to come by and all the team members fund their 
own representation for their Country. Some do get ‘deals’ and ‘discounts’ from 
tackle and bait companies but they get nothing for travel etc. For these teams 
to compete on the world stage along with the other countries, surely this has to 
change..??!! 

The event was about publicity and what happened a few weeks before the event 
took place could not have been better…

Will Millard, who does regular documentaries for BBC Television made contact 
via his production team, to see if they could ‘shadow’ the whole event for the 
forty-eight hours and include it as part of a Carp Fishing documentary that will 
be aired sometime next year…result..!!!

For several months during the build-up to this match, there has been plenty of 
‘banter’ back and forth on Social Media between the REME Team and the Welsh 
Ladies Team, with both teams appearing very confident and somewhat ‘secretive’ 
too…I have been updating on Facebook on a regular basis and the lads took the 
opportunity to have a read through the information about the Ladies that had 
been published in issue 31 of Talking Carp and at that point, I think they realised 
this was not going to be easy and, these ladies ‘could fish’..!! 

Some of the 
REME Team had 
a seven-hour 
drive to the venue 
and the average 
was about three 
hours. Some 
arrived the 
night before and 
bivvied up at the 
lake for the night 
but the majority,

REME Carpers
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along with myself 
and my son, 
Ethan, arrived at 
about 08:00 on the 
morning of the 
event. The swim 
draw was due 
to take place at 
12:00 with fishing 
commencing at 
13:30.

Everyone was at the 
fishery by 11:30 and 
all were in good 
spirits and actually 

excited for the match to get going. Everyone had a chance to chat and introduce 
themselves and the film crew also introduced themselves, along with the main 
man Will Millard, and they gave us a brief of what they would be doing during 
the next forty-eight hours…I had a quick chat with the fishery bailiffs and at that 
point, we had some bad news….

….ten days before our arrival, the area and the fishery had been hit by a very 
heavy and sustained downpour, with the temperatures dropping the lake water 
by several degrees…not too bad we thought, but then to be told that only ten 
fish had been out since, on what is not an ‘easy’ water at the best of times, left us 
feeling we would have our work cut out and that the match could be decided on 
just one or two fish…! 

The stock on the Specimen Lake at White Springs is very good with a good head 
of twenty and thirty pound Carp but it is not an easy water and sees a lot of 
angling pressure, but then, we were only after one or two fish to make a match of 
it….game on…!!

The swims were pegged out and a simple draw of ‘odd & evens’ was arranged 
between Sioned and Carlos.
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Just prior to the 
draw, I did a little 
welcome speech 
and a brief 
explanation how 
this inaugural 
event would 
work and I did 
this ‘miked up’ 
and in front 
of the camera, 
which was a bit 
strange to be 
honest…with the 
formalities out 
of the way, every 
team member, 

and the film crew were given their own personalised ‘Mug’ to mark the occasion 
and the high tech draw was carried out…. with two pieces of paper placed in a 
‘beanie’ hat…!!!

Sioned drew ‘odds’ for the ladies, which given the layout of the water, was no great 
advantage or disadvantage. Everyone then moved off to their respective swims 
and at half past one, Carlos sounded the horn and the match got under way.

Both teams had already selected the pairing during the build-up to the match and 
the only late change was that my son, would be fishing for the REME Team due a 
last-minute unavoidable cancellation by one of the lads. 

The pairing for the Welsh team was, Sioned & Amy, Natalie C & Rhian, Sam & 
Jackie, with Jackie being replaced by Natalie M on the Friday due to the work 
commitments that Natalie had. REME it was Carl & Ethan, Lloyd & Alan and 
Tom & Charlie. I fished but only during the nights as in the day I was moving 
around the teams and generally making a nuisance of myself..!!
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I set up a Facebook 
Messenger Group, so we 
could all keep in touch and 
that became very useful 
as the weather turned 
decidedly wet, with the 
‘sideways rain’ which is 
what I have come to expect 
from wales after spending 
over ten years climbing 
in the North, being very 
heavy at times. In fact, the 
online chat became more 
active than the fish and the 
humour became darker 
by the hour, with several 
people learning some new 
meanings to words...!

In terms of the fishing, I 
have very little to report as 
only one fish was caught 
during the whole forty-eight 
hours. I would also add that 
there were another eight 
anglers on the water at the 
same time as us and they only caught one Carp between them, so our fears of the 
water being tougher than usual were well justified.

On the Friday morning, we were greeted by the news that Amy Jenkins had 
landed a Leather Carp weighing in at 22.5lb and a new PB for her too…This 
actually gave everyone a boost as it was a sign that the Carp were feeding and 
hopefully a few more would put in an appearance.

Sadly, this was not to be the case and no matter how hard the teams worked and 
what methods they applied, the Carp were not having any of it…the Bream
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seemed keen though 
and the film crew have 
Carlos playing exactly 
that..!! The crew were 
moving around the lake, 
chatting to all the teams 
and setting up ‘Go-Pro’ 
Cameras in some of 
the swims, when they 
spotted Carlos was in to 
a fish. 

When Tom (Camera 
Man) and Jess 
(Production Assistant) 
arrived at his side, he was 
rather embarrassed to 
inform them it was just a 
Bream…I think that may 
end up on the ‘cutting 
room floor’ (or am I 
showing my age now, 
in these times of Digital 
Media..??!!)

In terms of approach and 
tactics, I am unable to report about them as everyone was extremely ‘secretive’ 
for the whole event and the Ladies were even throwing in a few ‘Red Herrings’ to 
the conversations and as there will be a rematch, I am not at liberty to expose the 
REME tactics…!!!

During the Match and throughout the build-up, I was posting on my Facebook 
Page (Mark Carper) and putting up pictures so here are some of the reports that 
were on there….
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Pre-Match….23rd October @ 11:31

“So, the countdown begins in earnest and to the winners, the bragging rights 
of the first ever match between the Welsh Ladies Carp Team and the REME 
Carpers...the respective Team Captains, Sioned Weeks and Carl Hartley are 
keeping their ‘team tactics’ top secret and no indication of anyone giving anything 
away at this stage....The lake will be pegged out on Thursday morning and 
the three pairs will draw for the swims, with fishing commencing at midday...
unfortunately, the REME have a ‘man down’ but a special guest replacement 
has been drafted-in at the last minute as the other members of the Team are 
indisposed for this match and cannot fill-in.
The event is kindly being supported by David Crookes of Castaway PVA along 
with Lisa Clarke from Rig-It Tackle, Rowan Charnick from Elite Tackle and Mark 
Holbrook from MH Leads (who incidentally has just done his PB over in France 
with a Mirror weighing in at 56.15lb, so massive well done to him and hopefully 
still a chance to go even bigger). A big thank you for the support from those people 
and of course, Talking Carp will be reporting on the event next month (via me), 
so thanks to Brian Dixon & Mark Faulkner for that too....hopefully we will have a 
few pics of some Carp and maybe even a couple of PB’s..!!
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However, the most exciting part of the whole match, and no, it’s not the fact we 
have a professional film crew with us for the whole event, it is in fact that I have 
just found out my ‘Hut’ has a Kettle, Fridge and a Microwave in it...Boom...
Happy Days....#propercarpfishing  ” 

Thursday 25th October @ 18:13

“Preparations were under way this morning for the start of the first ever, Welsh 
Ladies Carp Team v REME Carpers...been an interesting day with the film crew 
but no fish to report at present... although Carlos is pleased with the Bream he 
had...

The match started at 13:30 and everyone is settled in to their swims...Getting 
chilly now but weather forecast is dry with 10 degrees so not looking too bad for a 
bite...I’ll keep you posted....”
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Friday 26th October 06:54

***Breaking News***

Amy Jenkins moves herself and the Welsh Ladies in to pole position after landing 
a 22.8lb Carp....Pics to follow...!!
Well done Amy....Great Angling..!!

Friday 26th October @ 11:18

***Update***

Just found out that the Leather Amy Jenkins had was 22.5lb, I gave her an extra 
3oz....but...it was also her new PB, so double well done to her....
No more fish out as yet and as is tradition in this neck-of-the-woods, we’ve had 
some ‘sideways rain’...
Winding in at 15:00 for BBQ, weather permitting, and a bit of a social, with the 
Welsh Ladies Team currently owning the ‘bragging rights’....REME Carpers are 
giving it their all and one fish can change everything...both Team Captains are

Welsh Ladies Carp Team
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quietly confident but giving nothing away...
Still all to play for...as for me, well I’m just chilling in my Cabin.... 

Friday 26th October @ 18:38

***No Change at the Top***

As we move in to the final evening of the inaugural Carp Match between The 
Welsh Ladies Carp Team and the REME Carpers, it’s been a very tough day with 
poor weather conditions and now the dropping temperature, with no change at 
the top..!!!

Amy Jenkins and Sioned Weeks are leading the ladies team with the PB that Amy 
caught earlier today....with one hand on the trophy, the ladies were in good form 
at the BBQ, but the REME are not done yet and will not hand over the trophy 
without a fight...with the finish line a little over 17 hours away, one fish could 
change everything, in either Teams favour and both teams are going for broke....
the Ladies appeared very confident that victory is going to be theirs but the guys 
were having none of it and had a master plan...they let Carl Hartley do the BBQ, 
so everyone will probably be too ill to fish in a few hours..!!
A big thanks to him for doing a Stirling job with the food and big thanks to the 
ladies for organising the utter mountain of meat (and Coleslaw)..!!
After an hour or so of stuffing our faces and a good bit of ‘banter’ everyone was 
back to the serious task in hand of securing victory for their team....
....With the temperature overnight expected to drop to 4 degrees and a Northerly 
wind on its way, the air pressure 
dropping could bring a few of the big 
Carp to life and get them feeding...
tomorrow morning is forecast to 
be bright but temps only hitting 6 
degrees...so who will be the Team 
feeling warm and who will be out in 
the cold..??!!

REME Carpers
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Saturday 27th October @ 06:42

***Update***

Last night saw a completely clear sky and meant the temperature plummeted...
we actually had minus one and the nets, slings, cradles and bivvies’ are all frozen 
solid, I think Winter has arrived at White Springs..!!
It’s as you were in terms of captures and that sees the Welsh Ladies leading the 
Match thanks to Amy Jenkins
By no means have the REME Carpers conceded though and with a little over four 
hours to go it could all change in an instant....
I’m off to polish the trophy ready for the presentation......

As you can see, that one fish for the ladies secured victory and as I was busy 
organising for the presentation, several of the ladies could not contain themselves 
and took to Social Media to broadcast their victory, and rightly so…!!
The conditions had been testing for everyone and both teams had worked 
extremely hard to try and make a ‘competitive’ match out of the situation, but 
unfortunately, the conditions both before our arrival and during our time at 
White Springs Fishery made it very difficult to catch, but none the less, a win is a 
win and the Welsh Ladies have the Trophy, but more importantly, the “Bragging 
Rights”.

This seemed very well received 
on Social Media and at the 
White Springs Fishery too, who 
kindly donated Baseball Caps 
for everyone, including the film 
crew and a hoodie to Amy for 
the biggest fish, so a massive 
thank you to all the staff at a 
wonderful and well ran fishery.

Welsh Ladies Carp Team
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Plans are already under way to have a ‘re-match’ and this will happen at a better 
time of year and on English Water..!! With the REME Carpers keen to redress the 
balance and the Welsh Ladies determined to make a first title defence, you can 
bet this will be a hard-fought match. My final Facebook Report was put up on the 
Saturday evening after I had arrived back home… 

***Can Anybody Guess Who Won***

I’m not sure if the result is public yet...but just in case you have missed the biggest 
news in the history of Social Media and Carp Fishing, the Welsh Ladies Carp 
Team have done it, they have won the inaugural Match vs the Royal Electrical & 
Mechanical Engineers (REME) Carp Team..!!!
Amy Jenkins, partnered with Team Captain, Sioned Weeks took an early lead with 
a 22.5lb new PB Leather Carp...!
Despite a determined opposition, in the shape of the REME Carpers, the turn in 
the weather meant Angling skills were tested to the limits and the ‘Freeze’ in the 
early hours of this morning seemed to diminish any chance of either team taking 
another fish.

Welsh Ladies Carp Team
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A massive congratulations to Amy and the rest of the team for their persistence 
and determination to tempt another bite, and also to the lads of the REME who 
gave it everything and remained focused and positive during the whole event.

I would personally like to thank each of the lads for supporting this event and 
making what now looks like an annual event possible and a special thanks to Carl 
Hartley for all his help and support, along with Sioned, to get this all organised
The lads will now have to carry the burden of the ladies having the much sort 
after Trophy but more importantly, the ‘bragging rights’ until next time....and 
there definitely will be a next time..!!
The full story of the event will be in Talking Carp next month, thanks to Brian 
Dixon & Mark Faulkner and I’m sure you get a few reminders posted when it’s 
out...

A thank you to White Springs Fishery for being so accommodating with us (the 
breakfast rolls are superb), and huge thanks to David Crookes of Castaway PVA 

for the very generous 
Vouchers and also to 
Rowan Charnick from 
Elite Tackle, Lisa Clarke 
from Rig-It Tackle, Katy 
Atkinson from Finygo and 
Mark Holbrook from MH 
Leads for their fantastic 
support of the event and 
donations of tackle etc. 

I would also like to 
thank Will Millard for 
considering this event for 
his documentary series 
and to Tom and Jess for 
their incredible hard 
work in getting the video 
footage...

REME Carpers
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it was great to have you all with us for the whole time.

Personally, I feel the real winners here has to be Ladies Carp Angling in general. 
The Welsh Ladies gave an incredible account of themselves in some very testing 
weather over the 48 hours on a fishery that had become extremely difficult. 
They showed a true Team Spirit and determination to win from the start and 
conducted themselves in a professional and highly motivated manner... Sioned 
Weeks is a real driving force for the team and a very skilled angler, as are all the 
ladies...a special thanks to Samantha E. Hoskins for being ‘British’ and helping 
the Welsh Team out with numbers and to Jackie Potts for covering the first 24 
hours until Natalie May arrived...and not forgetting Natalie Chapman and Rhian 
Bomber that made the 3rd pairing..! 

Carl Hartley, Lloyd Howlett, Alan Furness, Tom Goyne, Charlie Towse and 
Ethan, my lad, for your support and being ‘good sports’ to make this match a 
reality...English Soil beckons for a rematch lads

Welsh Ladies Carp Team
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That just leaves me to say what a brilliant and at times hilarious 48 hours I have 
had with some of the best people I have had the pleasure to fish (blank) with and I 
would genuinely fish alongside any one of you anytime....so, until next time, huge 
congratulations again to the ladies and enjoy the ‘Bragging Rights’...!!

I am sure you will agree, this was a great opportunity for the Welsh ladies to give 
a solid account of what they are about and to show everyone just how dedicated 
and determined they are when it comes to Carp Match Fishing and for me, in 
such testing conditions, they did just that...!!

Isn’t it about time that Associations and Companies got behind all the National 
Carp Teams in the UK, both Male and Female and started to promote and give 
them the recognition they deserve...??

REME Carpers
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And finally, I know the REME lads have taken a bit of stick since the match from 
their fellow Team Mates and also work colleagues and once again, I would like to 
thank each and every one of them for being such great sports and to Carlos for his 
work in getting the appropriate authority and paperwork at his end.

Thanks to all involved;

White Springs Fishery - www.whitespringsfishery.co.uk
Castaway PVA - www.castaway-pva.co.uk
Elite Tackle - www.elitetackle.co.uk
Rig-It Tackle - www.rigittackle.co.uk
Finygo - www.finygo.com
MH Leads -https://www.facebook.com/
groups/464764240530322/?ref=bookmarks

And thanks to Brian and Mark at Talking Carp for allowing me to ramble on in 
the pages of Talking Carp..!

Mark Carper

Welsh Ladies Carp Team

http://www.whitespringsfishery.co.uk
http://www.castaway-pva.co.uk
http://www.elitetackle.co.uk
http://www.rigittackle.co.uk
http://www.finygo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464764240530322/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464764240530322/?ref=bookmarks
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ACA Bank Buddy ONLY £27.99
The ACA Bank Buddy is a waterproof wireless speaker that has been designed and 

built with outdoor adventures in mind

A GREAT ADDITION TO YOUR KIT !!!!!!!!!!!!!
PRODUCT FEATURES INCLUDE :

Blue Tooth Connectivity
Hands Free Call Facility

Two Way Control
AUX Input to play DVD’S etc

Built In FM Radio
Shock and Waterproof

Get Yours Now at http://acaproducts.co.uk/?product=aca-bank-buddy 
100% of all profits from the sale of Bank Buddy goes to Charity.
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ACA Thermal 
Trousers 

100% Waterproof
Wind-proof & 
Breathable 

Fleece-lined. 
Super stylish and very 
comfortable outdoor 

waterproofs.

This modern 
Peachskin fabric is 

essentially a hi-tech, 
synthetic version 

of traditional moleskin clothing. It is beautifully soft to the touch and ACA have 
combined it with a complimentary, lightweight Taslan-type synthetic shell on the seat 

& knees to produce a very elegant outdoor set.

Ideal for: Fishing, Shooting, Hunting, Walking, Working, Spectating, and loads of 
other outdoor activities.

Overtrouser features: with..

Elasticated Waistband & Press-stud Fastener.Velcro Adjuster to fit bottoms snug 
around boots.Reinforced Taslan to Knees and Seat.2x Side Hand Pockets.2x 

External Patch Pockets.

Available in Sizes:

Large, XL, 2XL, 3XL
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Now available In assosiation with NAVITAS !!!!!!!!

check the ACA website for more information

Hoodies - 

£27.99 +PP T-Shirts 

£14.99 +PP
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 It All Came 
Good In The End 
by Gary Milky 

Lowe  
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After doing a session 
on Brooms Cross 
fishery in Liverpool 
with my good friend 
Brian Dixon all I’ll say 
about the fishery is 
it’s a stunning fishery 
and very well run 
and although I didn’t 
manage to get any of 
the biguns in there, I 
will return to get my 
revenge. 

My next session I’m 
going to talk about 
is going to be a 3 
day session on one 
of my syndicates… 
Woods Lakes.. down 
south. I started to 
get everything ready 
on the Saturday as I 
wanted to leave early 
Sunday morning, the 
bait I was going to take 
is the new bait I’ve just 
started to use which 
is Munch baits 15mm 
cream seed and I was 
going to soak some 
hardened hookbaits in 
the cream seed glug 
to give it a boost, then 
to get them grubbing 
around I was going to 

use Munch Baits dead 
reds which is a mixed 
particle with dead 
maggots in it too.

 As the nights were 
drawing in and it 
was getting colder 
the maggots should 
definitely help to get 
them grubbing around 
on the bottom. I was 
going to do something 
a bit different with the 
boilie this time… I was 
going to chop the baits 
in half, so I set about 
chopping up 5kg of 
cream seed.

 It was late afternoon 

when I finally finished 
getting things ready 
it was Saturday night 
and I sat down to a 
nice meal with the 
family and I was off to 
bed early just so I can 
leave and get to the 
lake for first light.

 I was up before the 
alarm went off, the 
car was loaded and 
a nice hot brew to 
drink and I was on my 
way. The roads were 
empty and after a few 
hours I pulled into the 
little lane that led to 
the lake. There were 
rabbits running
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everywhere as I drove 
down the lane. 

I opened the gate and 
drove into an empty 
car park. I parked the 
car, put my jacket on 
and set off to walk the 
lake to find out where 
the fish were if I saw 
any… if not I would 
go on what I know 
and where I think they 
might be, I walked 
the lake 3 times and 
didn’t see anything 
that I could say was a 
carp. A few shows but 
they looked like bream 
so I was going to go 
on where I think they 
might be. The wind 
was blowing down 

the far end of the lake 
were there was two 
small islands and a big 
weedbed so I loaded 
the barrow and set off 
on the long walk to the 
far end of the lake, the 
good bit about being 
down that end is that 
there is only one swim, 
no one can interfere in 
what you are doing, so 
after what felt like ages 
I finally arrived at my 
swim.

The first thing I was 
going to do was have 
a lead around both 
islands to see what’s 
around there and after 
a few casts I found a 
couple of nice spots 

just at the bottom of 
the shelf around both 
islands. It felt like soft 
silt so that would be 
ideal for two rods then 
he other was going to 
go at long range up 
against the reed bed at 
about 120 yards. 

After a few cast to the 
reeds I found a nice 
soft clay area about 
a rod length off the 
reeds, all three rods 
were clipped up so 
I could hit the right 
spots then I clipped 
the spod up to the 
distance of the island 
rods first then I would 
do the same with 
the long range rod. 
I tied 3 new rigs and 
sharpened the hooks 
so they were needle 
sharp, all 3 rigs were 
going to be helicopter 
rigs just to stop tangles 
and the hooklink is 
the Deception fluoro 
hooklink with a size 4 
Gardner Mugga for the 
Ronnie rig and to keep 
everything on the 
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bottom I used the 
Evolve leader materials 
for the last 2 foot and 
a nice cream seed 
hookbait. The first two 
rods were cast out to 
the islands then I set 
about spombing out 
about 2kilo of chopped 
cream seed of each 
rod then a jar of dead 
reds of each rod, the 
third rod was going to 
take a bit more time as 
it was at long range. 
After about 20 minutes 
I had finished that rod 
with the same amount 
of bait as the others. 
Now all three rods 
are done I started to 
sort out the rest of the 
gear, and once that 
was done I sat down, 
put the kettle on, made 
myself a brew and sat 
down to just chill and 
relax and watch the 
water.

Well by now it was 
about 9 in the morning 
and the wind had 
picked up and was 
really pushing into my 
end which made me 

really confident. I was 
still the only one on 
the lake which I do like 
as I can do whatever 
I want. I decided to 
have a climb of the tree 
next to the swim just 
to see if I could see 
anything out in open 
water and even though 
it was quite windy, I did 
manage to spot one 
fish that just stuck his 
head out behind one 
of the small islands. I 
thought well if there’s 
one there should be 
more as the fish in 
here are normally in 
groups so after about 
an hour up the tree I 
climbed back down, 
sat down and decided 

to tie some new rigs 
ready just in case I 
needed them. All the 
hooks were sharpened 
and a blob of Vaseline 
on the point to stop it 
rusting. I was getting a 
bit hungry by now as 
I hadn’t eaten yet so I 
got the Ridgemonkey 
out and done myself 
a cheese toastie and 
washed it down with a 
nice hot brew. 

While I was drinking 
the brew, the bailiff 
came round for a chat 
so I made him a coffee 
and he sat down and 
we put the world to 
rights. He told me that 
the week before the 
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 fish had been holding 
up in the open water 
swims not at the ends 
but they had had a lot 
of pressure out there 
and he had seen a few 
around the islands out 
the way of everyone. 

This is a strange 
syndicate as its busier 
in the week, not the 
weekends, as I could 
see on a Sunday the 
lake is empty, but I do 
know that there will be 
a few down tomorrow 
morning but it didn’t 
bother me as I had the 
only swim down this 
end. After a while the 
bailiff wondered off on 
his rounds and left me 
to think about what I 
was doing.

I was really confident in 
my rigs and my spots 
as I had seen 3 fish 
since the bailiff had 
gone… all around the 
two islands too.. so if 
they get their heads 
down it might kick off 
as I’ve got baits sitting 
in good spots ready. 

Well as the evening 
drew in and started 
to get dark I hadn’t 
seen another fish so 
I started to think that 
they had done me 
and moved off, so I 
thought I would drown 
my sorrows and was 
going to order a big 
fat Chinese but first I 
phoned the bailiff as he 
only lives at the bottom 
of the lane to see if 
he fancied one. He 
was up for it so gave 
him my order and he 
phoned it over and got 
mine and his delivered 
to his house then 
came over with it, not 
only that he brought a 
nice bottle of wine too, 
so we made a good 
evening of it. 

We chatted about the 
lake and other lakes 
and talked about the 
fish and what ones I 
wanted. During the 
evening we did hear a 
few fish but wasn’t sure 
where as it was too 
dark, but they sounded 
like there was behind 

the island, so they 
were still down this end 
then just as the bailiff 
was leaving, we heard 
a right pig come out 
the water over by the 
reeds near my long-
range rod. Now my 
confidence was sky 
high by now and he 
walked off down the 
path. I heard another 
over there, wasn’t sure 
if it was the same fish 
or not, I fired up the 
kettle and I watch the 
head light of the bailiff 
disappear into the lake. 
Just as I was about to 
take the first sip of the 
brew, I had two bleeps 
on the long-range rod. 
I switched the head 
light on and looked at 
the rod the bobbin had 
lifted and was sitting 
bothered I wasn’t sure 
if it was a liner or not, I 
turned the headlight off 
and sat back down to 
enjoy my brew. 

It must have been a 
few minutes later when 
I had another couple
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of bleeps… headlight 
on brew down! Now I 
was up and down by 
the rod. I looked at the 
angle of the line and 
it looked like it was 
still going in the right 
direction so just put it 
down to liners but as  I 
turned my back the rod 
bleep 3 or 4 times and 
as I looked round in the 
torch light I could see 
the bobbin quivering at 
the top of the rod so I 
picked it up and bent 
in to it and felt a solid 
resistance and there 
was a fish on!!! 

It was moving slowly 
to the left which would 
take it towards the end 
of the lake and a big 
overhanging snag tree, 

so I tried to put strain 
on it to turn it and bring 
it back the other way 
about. At the distance 
I was fishing it was 
going to be hard to turn 
it but I was trying, as I 
was doing this a light 
gone on down the far 
end near the lane and 
was coming towards 
me. I didn’t know 
who it was… perhaps 
someone had turned 
up to fish.

 I managed to turn the 
fish and it was now 
plodding up and down 
to the left of one of the 
islands. As the light 
had got closer and I 
shouted to see who it 
was, it was the bailiff!! 
He had left his keys 

in my 
bivvy. 
I said I 
had one 
on and 
he was 
in my 
swim in 
a flash. 
I said 
to him it 

felt like a good one as 
all its doing is plodding 
around near the two 
small islands. That’s 
where the other two 
rods were. He dipped 
those two rods, so I 
didn’t catch their lines 
as this fish was now 
going up and down 
about 40 yards out now 
and I could feel the line 
pinging over the dorsal 
fin of the fish which 
made the heart miss a 
beat a few times. It had 
been a good 5 to 10 
mins and I still hadn’t 
seen the fish, but it 
definitely felt a good 
one.

 They go up to mid-
40s in here so it could 
be anything. It rolled 
a couple of times in 
open water then it 
took a long run to my 
right. Down the right 
there is a load of trees 
overhanging and it was 
heading for them, the 
fish was still about 40 
yards out so trying to 
turn it was going to be
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hard so I put some side 
strain on it and hold on 
to see if it would turn 
it but it didn’t want to 
turn so I plunged the 
rod into the water to try 
and keep the line away 
from the trees. 

The bailiff walked down 
the bank and started 
to throw stones into 
the trees to make it 
come the other way. 
I kept pressure on all 
the time and I started 
to feel it grate then all 
went limp. I had been 
cut off. I shouted a 
few choice words and 
threw the rod down, 
the bailiff came back 
and didn’t say a word 
except “I’ll leave you 
to it” and walked off. I 
was gutted as I knew 
that was a good fish. I 
sat there with my head 
in my hands gutted but 
I needed to get the rod 
back out so I re-tackled 
the rod up re wrapped 
the rod using the Taska 
range sticks and tied a 
new rig on. 

I had the sky line 
mark to where I was 
fishing so it would be 
easy to hit the spot. 3 
cast later the rod went 
down with a crack and 
was on the spot now. I 
need to get some more 
cream seed chopped 
baits out there so I set 
about spombing 2kg 
of chopped baits out 
and another jar of dead 
reds. About 20 minutes 
later I was down and 
sat back down to think 
about what happened 
and have a nice warm 
brew.

Well I must have sat 
there drinking tea till 
the early hours when 
I finally got in the bag 
and got some sleep. 
I didn’t get much as 
I kept waking up so 
eventually, I got up and 
sat down by the edge 
of the swim with a nice 
hot brew and some 
chocolate hob nobs 
watching it get light. 
I watched the water 
for a good few hours 
for signs of fish, the 

water was flat calm, 
and I never even saw a 
roach top. I was hoping 
that I hadn’t scared all 
the fish of last night 
with losing the fish and 
then baiting up. 

The wind had started 
to pick up and blow 
down this end just like 
the day before, so I 
was hoping if they had 
gone the wind might 
push them back. I was 
in two minds to recast 
all three rods but I 
decided that the rods 
were on good spots 
and just redoing them 
might spook any fish 
that was there, so I left 
them. I decided to do 
myself a big fry up as I 
was a bit peckish, so I 
done myself the works 
and sat down with a 
full plate full. Whilst I 
was eating it I watched 
two other anglers turn 
up, they decided to fish 
up the top end of the 
lake next to each other 
which I thought was a 
bit strange as they
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didn’t walk round, they 
went straight to the 
swims… perhaps they 
had baited them so fair 
play. 

By now I had finished 
my breakfast and a 
nice brew and still 
hadn’t seen a fish, so 
I was now thinking 
have they done the 
off… the sun was up 
by now and the wind 
had really picked up 
and was really blowing 
down this end. The fish 
should be here on this 
wind as it was only two 
days old, it hadn’t been 
blowing down this way 
for days and wasn’t an 
old wind.

Well I sat there for a 
good few hours just 
watching, it was now 
around mid-day, I didn’t 
know what to do? 
Should I stay in the 
swim or move? Just as 
I thought that I saw the 
first fish of the day and 
again it was just past 
the island so now I 
really didn’t know what 

to do. I just sat there 
thinking and watching 
when again in the 
same spot a really big 
fish came out on the 
same spot. 

That had made my 
mind up. I was staying 
put so I sat back down 
in the bivvy, fired up 
the cooker and made 
myself a brew and as 
soon as I had done 
this the bailiff poked 
his head around the 
corner so Imad two 
cups now…. he sat 
himself down and we 
spoke about what had 
happened last night. 
I was still licking my 
wounds about it, but 
after a while we started 
to have a good laugh 
about things. I said the 
other two went straight 
in their swim…. and 
he said they had been 
fishing them for a few 
weeks now and been 
baiting them up and 
had a few fish including 
the big girl at an all-
time high 49 lb 10 oz 
and a few other 40s 

as well, so you can’t 
blame them for sticking 
it out down there. I 
said to him the fish 
were still here as I had 
seen two this morning 
and as I pointed to 
where I had seen then 
another one popped 
his head out, this time 
it was in the middle of 
the island. Now I was 
getting my mojo back, 
I knew they were down 
here in numbers as 
over the hour that we 
sat there watching the 
water we must have 
seen another 10 shows 
all over this end. In 
the end he drunk his 
3 cups of tea and left 
to do his rounds and I 
was alone again. 
By now it was mid 
afternoon and I was 
thinking again should 
I risk rebaiting the 
rods or not? I decided 
to leave them just so 
I didn’t spook them I 
knew the baits would 
be ok as they are 
hardened boosted 
hookbaits they would 
last for days.
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well as the evening 
drew in, I made myself 
some tea and settled 
down for the evening. 
I was lying on my bed 
watching the water 
when I had two bleeps 
on the long-range rod 
up against the reeds, 
the same rod I lost the 
fish the night before. I 
looked out towards the 
reeds to see if there 
were any coots as it 
would be easy for them 
to find the bait as it 
was only shallow and 
as I did, I saw a fish 
head and shoulder out 
right on top of my bait, 
now had I just been 
done or not I didn’t 
know. I lay back down 
watching the sun  go 
down behind the trees 
the wind was dying 
down it was now just a 
slight ripple still coming 
towards me, I wasn’t 
hungry tonight so I 
just ate a few snacks 
and a biscuits, I was 
supposed to stay for 
three nights but I had 
a phone call and I was 
needed back at work 

so I just had this night 
and a few hours in the 
morning and I would 
have to be off, I wasn’t 
happy about that but 
that’s life and work 
pays the bills, well I 
just laid back to relax 
and listen out for fish 
crashing. 

I must have nodded 
off because the next 
thing I knew was a 
buzzer screaming at 
me. I was soon up and 
on the rod, it was the 
same rod as last night 
I didn’t know what time 
it was and how long I 
had been asleep. All 
I knew was that I was 
attached to one angry 
carp that was charging 
to the left towards a 
snag tree so again I 
had to try and turn it 
which I did eventually 
and now the fish was 
moving towards the 
two islands that I had 
the other rods on. I 
dipped those two rods 
just so this fish didn’t 
pick up those lines, the 
fish was trying to get 

around the back of one 
of them so I had to turn 
it back the way it came 
from.

 After a while I had the 
fish under control and 
it was going up and 
down in front of me, it 
still hadn’t broken the 
surface yet, so I still 
didn’t know how big it 
was, but it didn’t feel 
like the one last night. 

This fish was moving 
too quick back and 
forth, but I eventually 
got it to take a breath 
of air and in my 
headtorch I saw it was 
a dark scaley mirror, it 
looked a good 20 and 
after another 5 mins 
it was drawn over the 
net and into its depths. 
She was mine!!! I was 
well happy with that, I 
didn’t care how big she 
was, it was just nice 
to get one in and on 
my first session back. 
Once it was in the net, 
I made surethe net was 
safe and sorted out my 
gear…. 
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the scales, sling and 
camera. I could see it 
was getting light, so I 
must have been asleep 
for ages. I put the fish 
on the shurecare mat 
and slid her in the sling 
and up on the scales 
she settled at 29lb. 
That will do I thought 
then I placed her in a 
retainer and placed 
her in the deep water 
in front of the swim it 
would be light in half 
an hour, so I would 
take the pics then.
That half hour went 
quick and I soon saw 
me smiling down the 
lens. I took 
a good few 
pictures and 
then I sent her 
on her way to 
tell the others 
that there was 
some nice food 
out there. I 
rebaited the rod 
and cast it back 
out to the spot 
and it hit the clip 
first time and 
went down with 
a thud spot on 

first cast so that should 
spook the rest off if 
there was any around 
still. I sat back down 
and made myself a 
nice hot steamy brew 
to celebrate. I only had 
a few hours left as I 
need to be off the lake. 
It was flat calm again 
so I could see anything 
if it moved and yes, 
you are right...  just 
like yesterday I saw 
nothing so I decided to 
pack most of my gear 
up and just leave the 
rods out just in case. 
Nothing happened so 
I packed the rods up 

and loaded the barrow 
and set off on the long 
walk back to the car. 
With the car loaded 
and I drove out the 
gate a happy Milky. 
I was soon thinking 
about my next trip 
while I was driving 
back up the motorway 
eating my favourite 
chocolate… milky bar 
buttons that was left in 
the car… so until next 
month I hope you bag 
a few. 
tight lines

Milky         
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Chapter 8 only in next months 
Talking Carp!!!!

you can buy Spug’s latest book Carping mad 3 
by clicking the link below

www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books

http://www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books
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NEW MAINLINE BALANCED WAFTER HOOKBAITS sink on the weight of your hook. That means they settle 
ultra-slowly on top of silt and weed, delivering full extension from the lead with sheathed 
braids and a snake-like coil with braided hooklinks. And being critically balanced, they react 
quickly to the slightest investigation; shooting in to a carp’s mouth for more and better 
hook holds. Unbeatable over silt, indispensable over weed and devastating over gravel; 
and they’re in shops now! PICK UP A POT TODAY, IT’S THAT EASY!
Wafter/Hook Ratio:12mm/Sz8 15mm/Sz6 18mm/Sz4. We advise that you check rigs prior to fishing. 
Add counterbalance where necessary as hook weights will vary. MAINLINE BALANCED WAFTERS are available to compliment 
our HIGH IMPACT range of complete food source boilies in Aromatic Fish, Banoffee, Essential B 15mm, Spicy Crab, Salty Squid & 
Peaches n Cream in 15mm. PLUS they are available to match or Dedicated Freezer Boilies in CELL & HYBRID in 12, 15 & 18mm options. www.mainline-baits.com
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Having just got back 
from a trip to France, 
I thought it opportune 
to write up some of 
my thoughts from the 
trip. Particularly as 
this was a tough trip 
carp fishing wise. It’s 
always easy to write 
up the trips that go 
great, i.e. You turn up 
and the carp are there 
and feeding, the rest 
is much easier then. 
But when you turn up 
and they are not there, 
then you have to rely 
on knowledge learned 
over time and more 
important one’s own 
fishing confidence to 
see you through, this 
was such a trip.

Having fished abroad 
a lot over the years 
with mixed results, I’m 
always happy to take 
it on the chin when 
it doesn’t go so well. 
We had an awesome 
trip to Hungary in May 
when the big fish were 
crawling up the rods, 
I was due a bad one, 

this turned out to be 
it. So, does it have a 
happy ending? 

We had booked the 
Estate Lake through 
Armfield Angling (they 
have a great portfolio 
of fisheries on their 
books), it was as an 
all exclusive booking, 
which means we have 
the whole lake to do 
as we please (within 
reason). This had 
been booked a year 

ago as Glenn was just 
starting his treatment 
as something to look 
forward to. Although we 
didn’t know how many 
would be going at all at 
that point. It all seemed 
to come around pretty 
fast though. We had 
arranged travel plans 
in the summer and 
I was to pick Pete 
up, Glenn was going 
with Alan and Dan 
and Mark travelled 
together.
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Pete and I opted for 
the Newhaven to 
Dieppe ferry as it’s a 
four-hour trip and gives 
me some time for a few 
fours kip after the drive 
down from Yorkshire, 
which seems to get 
harder and longer each 
year. A few weeks 
before the trip my son 
Alex said he would like 
to go as well, although 
he doesn’t fish for carp, 
he fishes for predator 
fish and likes the 

bankside banter we all 
have. I knew it would 
be a squeeze but didn’t 
realise how much until 
we picked Pete and his 
bait up!

My T5 is great for 2 
anglers and all the 
gear we need, putting 
an extra seat in the 
back, made it a bit 
more of a squeeze! 
So I just put one seat 
in the back for Alex, 
as I said when we got 

to Pete’s, Alex found 
himself surrounded by 
bait and tackle. The trip 
down through France 
was short, less than 3 
hours and we pulled up 
at our destination early. 

Julie, the owner 
welcomed us and gave 
us some info about the 
lake and the facilities. 
Then it was down 
to sorting the swims 
out. We had a bit of a 
heads up from the lad 
who was just leaving, 
the top swim from the 
week previous had 
been peg 6, which was 
in the shallows, where 
there were snags and 
islands. I had said 
before I got there that 
I would be ok in peg 
1, which was near to 
the facilities, so I could 
keep an eye on things 
and be around to offer 
any help to anyone if 
needed, also in the 
deeper water, Alex 
could fish for pike.  I 
had also hoped that 
due to the time of year, 
the carp might have
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started to prefer the 
deeper water as 
well, fat chance! The 
weather was scorching 
all week and they 
stayed very firmly in 
the shallows all week. 
The rest of the guys 
sorted it out between 
themselves, but it was 
felt Glenn should go 
in 6 and be sure of 
getting on the carp.

Although they do a 
food package here, not 
everyone was in favour 
of it, so we agreed that 
one person would cook 
an evening meal each 
day for everyone and 
we would also all wind 
in the rods and have 
a little bit of a social 
as part of this, which 
worked well (too well 
on occasions).

Within a couple of 
days, it became clear 
that it was going to be 
a struggle to get a bite 
let alone a carp on the 
bank. I was fishing the 
widest part of the lake, 
the lily pads down the 

far side were thinning 
out now and were no 
longer holding carp 
during the day as they 
had been doing in the 
summer. And as I said 
the carp didn’t seem 
to be on the move that 
much either, mainly 
I think due to the hot 
still weather we were 
having, talking to other 
anglers in France that 
week, it seemed to 
be a similar pattern. 
Although there weren’t 
any crayfish or poisson 
chat in the lake, there 
were bream, catfish 
and sturgeon! So, the 
baits were 
constantly 
being 
messed 
with. This 
meant as 
in previous 
sessions 
I resorted 
to tigers as 
hookbaits 
after 3 
days. We 
had been 
asked to 
remove 

any cats or bream 
to waiting nets if we 
caught them, so I 
can’t admit that we 
caught any of those 
(cough, cough), and 
if we did, we certainly 
didn’t put them back 
(cough, cough!). Alex 
caught plenty of small 
silverfish and perch 
on worms, he also 
had a number of pike 
as well. After a trip 
to the supermarket 
he did try some large 
lumps of mackerel to 
try and tempt one of 
the monster cats that 
reside there,
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but to no avail.

While we were 
talking one evening 
Alex asked ‘Dad, 
how can you stay so 
confident in your bait 
and set-up when it’s 
so slow?’ Which is a 
valid question, when I 
fish I watch the water 
and my rods non-
stop. This tells me if 
there are carp about, 
if they are about and 
I’m not getting bites 
then and only then 
will I make changes. 
I have fished for carp 
for 30 years now and 
have seen so many 
times when things get 
tough anglers start 

to chop and change 
everything. Certainly, 
many times in the past, 
when I used to fish the 
matches and Pro-am 
type events, even the 
final of the first ever 
BCAC. When there 
had been few bites 
over a couple of nights, 
the carp would start to 
get caught, mostly by 
anglers who had stuck 
to what they were 
doing all the while, 
it’s a fine line though 
isn’t it? Getting it right, 
these days I’m not sure 
I do get it right as much 
as I used to. Maybe I 
just don’t remember 
the blanks so much!

 I had taken delivery of 
a new boat and wanted 
to give it a fair bit of 
running as it is an area 
of fishing I don’t do a 
lot of and with more 
travelling it is becoming 
an increasing part of 
my carp fishing. We 
had bought an old 
Waverunner and had it 
updated and digitised 
with a new handset 
along with a Toslon 
500, This was done by 
Joe Baitboat Jacobs, 
what he doesn’t know 
about boats isn’t worth 
knowing, isn’t worth 
knowing if you get my 
drift. I certainly mapped 
the area in front of us 
out pretty well by a few 
days in. whilst we had 
a gulley 25 yards out 
that was really deep
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and I fished all week, 
it never produced 
any carp, but was 
constantly visited by 
other species (cough, 
cough). Likewise, the 
far margins and Pads 
were just as fruitless. 
It was on the fifth 
day when I returned 
from the kitchen, Alex 
said he had seen a 
solitary carp stick 
its head out in the 
middle. No features 
at all, just totally flat 
and muddy bottom…I 
put the marker out to 
where he had seen 
the carp, it was just 
short of a hundred 
yards. So, I dropped 
a bait on it with the 
boat, 3 tigers on a 
long hair along with a 
few handfuls of chops 
and particles. Each 
morning and each 
evening I then topped 
up with the Spomb, 
I can comfortably hit 
100 yards with the big 
Spomb, 20 Spomb 
loads is approx. 5lbs 
of bait. I wanted to 
spread this about 

rather than tip it from 
the boat as I figured 
the carp may be wary 
of single piles of bait 
in open water and I 
was hoping as the 
carp started to browse, 
they might start to 
feel more confident. 
It’s funny isn’t it, I was 
really confident that 
would rattle off before 
we went home, and it 
did, at 4 am on the last 
morning. After a long 
steady plodding fight, 
I had the carp in the 
edge, it certainly felt 
easily the biggest carp 
of the week by anyone 

and I was starting to 
feel pretty pleased with 
myself that the plan 
had come together 
at last, too early as it 
turned out, the sodding 
hook came out! I was 
gutted! Alex walked 
off and left me to my 
own thoughts for a 
while. We did put the 
rod back out, but the 
time was gone, and 
I packed up the last 
morning not quite as 
chuffed as I might have 
been.
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The lake fished 
hard all week, all 
the carp caught 
were from the top 
of the lake, in the 
shallows. Never the 
less, all in all, we 
had a great week, 
everyone got on, 
and a few glasses 
of various things 
were polished off. 
The lake and setting 
are gorgeous, the 
facilities were great, 
and Julie was really 
friendly and helpful. I 
think the lake would 
not be for everyone as 

it’s not what you call 
an out and out fishery, 
although I understand 
there are plans to 
introduce more carp 

shortly. We had a 
great week and it 
was really nice to in 
such lovely peaceful 
surroundings. 
Hopefully our next 
trip will bring more 
carp on the bank, for 
me, spending quality 
time with my son 
was reward enough 
in itself.

Catch you next 
time…

Andrew Murray
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Confidence
So did you miss me?

I never wrote my monthly diary 
piece last time due to time 
constraints and being on rather a 
few blank sessions and nobody 
wants to read about how I have 
been camping out with some 
rods in the water surely although 
I managed some lovely sunset/
sunrise pictures.

I wanted to be writing this with one 
with a massive smile on my face 
and a huge common in a picture but 
you know what I am not.

Which is why I am writing a slightly 
different piece this month about 
confidence as mine has taken a bit 
of a knock just recently.
Truly great anglers are full of it they 
go from water to water full to the 
brim of confidence and in no time 
at all seem to catch the fish they 
want, I am sure watercraft and bait 
application also play a huge part 
but that confidence they seem to 
hold can show through.

I don’t hold this confidence and I 
have to work for everything I have 
within the angling world, I am not 

naturally gifted with watercraft being 
a bit of a mass creeping around and 
shimmying up trees just isn’t for me.
We are as humans a doubting race 
and recently in my angling I have 
been doubting myself so much, are 
my rigs right, is the bait right, did 
I make too much noise, should I 
have used zigs more, what about 
solid bags!! 

All this has resulted in me chopping 
and changing tactics during 
sessions without any results.
I have been doing a bit on Baden 
Hall Quarry pool recently starting in 
early September I had fish rolling 
over my rods for hours thinking it 
was going to happen anytime soon
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 soon surely but with nothing to 
show from it I started to scratch my 
head and wonder what I did wrong, 
being one not to sit by and see this 
happen without a take I started to 
chop and change putting out some 
zig rigs at 5ft and 6ft to start, this 
then changed every 2 hours to 
another depth as I searched out the 
fish. The result a head full of why 
didn’t I catch what did I do wrong 
and nothing to show except a load 
of tied up zigs and line everywhere. 

Coming back a week later I found 
the fish again showing in front of 
peg 9 and placed a couple of naked 

chods right out amongst them, 
hours drifted by and with the fish 
still showing in the area the zigs 
came out again changing depths 
as the day went by again all to no 
avail.
This is when doubt really started 
to kick in, I was 3 weeks in without 
a fish to show for my efforts 
and feeling rather down so had 
arranged a social at a place I do 
well on normally.
We arrived around dinner time and 
as it’s not too hard of a place and a 
social was the main reason we all 
set up in a line of pegs on the point 
with me in the middle, Ricky and 
Mark either side.

Brett McPhee



125

Mark had been down a few hours 
before us and had managed a few 
so things where looking good.
High pressure and a bit of sun had 
me thinking that they would be up in 
the water so out went a few zigs for 
the first few hours.
Again a few hours in nothing to 
show for my efforts confidence 
starts to take a knock and I start to 
chop and change, different rigs go 
on with different hookbaits choices 
all at different depths.
Then out come the solid bags, spod 
rod bucket of bait again all different 
approaches.

And it didn’t surprise me one bit 
when the next morning I was reeling 
in blanking !!!

While the other 2 lads had both 
caught, what was I doing wrong 
again!

As I write this I am sat on the local 
club water blanking again but 
this time I have not chopped and 
changed I have sat it out on rigs I 
know work and bait I know they like 
and with that my confidence has 
improved as I know I am fishing 
effectively but just not on them this 
time.
I think as carp anglers we can 
question so much within what we 
do almost to the point where we 
breed our own negative feeling

Carp Chronicles



126
and this knocks our confidence. 
Do we really need to be chopping 
and changing so much doubting 
what has worked before or is this 
what separates the good anglers 
from the great anglers an ability to 
change and have confidence in that 
change who knows, I know myself 
I will be going back to bait and wait 
approach from now on as it works 
for me.

The only thing of note really for 
me in the last 2 months was a 
recent visit to a club water with my 
daughter it was school holidays and 
with the weather favourable for the 
time of year I took the opportunity 
to get her out for 
what would surely 
be her last night of 
the year.
We arrived just 
after 12 and 
started to set up 
getting the rods 
out my daughter 
looked at the rig 
that was on one of 
my rods and said 
Dad what’s that, a 
Ronnie rig babe, 
let’s change that to 
a multi rig dad like 
normal !

Would you believe it I did and within 
that session she bagged 2 fish on 
the multi rig to 16lb her comment 
that morning brought it home she 
said Dad we always catch on the 
multi rig with the small fruit specials!
Have I been over complicating 
things ??

You will find out next month 
hopefully.

Until next time good luck and keep 
enjoying it.

Brett

Brett McPhee
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Recently I went on 
a quest to capture a 
very special target 
fish that has not been 
captured by any angler 
in well over two years. 
The common carp 
named ‘Floppy Tail’ 
is very high up on 
most of our syndicate 
member’s, as well as 
on that of the African 
Gold Syndicate Lake’s 
international visitors 
‘most wanted’ list.

After doing a lot of 
research and planning, 
I started my quest 
earlier this year, at 
the beginning of our 
South-African winter 
season. Amongst 
other things, one of 
my approaches was 
to use natural baits 
such as maggots and 
snails in an attempt to 
capture this chunk of a 
common. She seems 
to have become a myth 
to all those hoping 

to capture her. What 
a special moment it 
would be for any angler 
to have her slide over 
into the back of their 
net…

My research made me 
realise, and recognise, 
the importance of 
using the correct 
baits once more. Just 
how important is bait 
selection in terms of 
flavour, colour, size, its 
ingredients, and how 
it’s presented to the 
carp? In my opinion, 
most carp anglers 
do not do nearly 
enough research on 
the baits they plan on 
using before setting 
out on their fishing 
endeavours. For the 
serious carp angler, 
merely trusting what 
you see on social 
media, or following 
the crowd and what 
they are using, simply 
doesn’t cut it as correct 

or proper research. 
If you’re hoping to 
capture something 
special, or perhaps 
even your target fish, 
you must be willing 
to go the extra mile. 
After all, what you put 
in is what you get out. 
Good things come 
to those who bait… 
CORRECTLY!

All anglers around the 
globe are continuously 
looking for that special 
bait, that something 
magical that works well 
in every lake, and in 
any given situation. In 
reality such a bait does 
not exist. I believe that 
every type, colour, size 
and shape bait has 
its own unique place 
in the world of carp 
angling. It is up to the 
angler to select the 
correct bait for his or 
her task at hand. So 
how does one go about 
selecting the correct
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bait? I would suggest 
the following:

• The Terrain

Studying the terrain 
around the venue you 
would like to fish is 
a very good place to 
start. One needs to 
pay close attention 
to the slopes of the 
bank. Should the 
slopes be running 
downwards into the 
lake it would mean 
that anything on the 
bank could very well 
wash into the lake, 
especially if it should 
be around a time of 
the year where the 
area may experience 
more rainfall than 
usual.  The trees that 
surround the lake 
are also something 
that needs to be well 

noted. These trees 
could potentially 
carry nuts or fruits 
that could possibly 
wash into the lake 
via the slopes, fall 
into the lake from the 
overhanging trees, 
or even find its way 
into the lake via bird 
droppings. During 
this time of the year 
you would probably 
find more carp 
around the edges 
of the bank, as this 
is where the natural 
foods washing in 
from the bank would 
most likely be found 
by passing carp. The 
fruits or nuts from 
the surrounding 
trees could be an 
indication of which 
baits may be affective 
as they are most 
likely viewed by 

the carp as one of 
their natural food 
sources. I would 
suggest possibly 
even using these as 
hook baits or using 
baits that resemble 
these natural foods in 
terms of flavour and 
colour, such as fruity 
or nutty flavoured 
particles, boilies or 
pellets. If and when 
possible, one needs 
to be aware of the 
ingredients that go 
into the baits. A nut 
mix or seeded boilie 
should work rather 
well in this particular 
situation.
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Year

The time of year 
definitely affects 
the terrain and the 
feeding habits of 
carp. Trees start 
losing their leaves in 
winter, and the reeds 
around the lakes 
generally change to 
a yellow-brown khaki 
colour. With any wind 
blowing, a lot of the 
dead leaves will find 
their way into the 
lake, and later onto 
the lake bed. The 
clearer skies during 
winter affect the 

water clarity, which 
obviously means that 
baits are far more 
visible at deeper 
depths. This is also 
due to the lack of rain 
that would normally 
cause a disturbance 
on the lake bed, 
which generally lifts 
the debris off the 
surface and makes 
the water less clear. 
These aspects are 
definitely things 
to consider when 
selecting your baits, 

and in my opinion 
indicate which colour 
baits would most 
likely be effective to 
set your traps with. 
From my experience, 
warmer colours such 
as yellow, red and 
orange work quite 
well during the winter 
season and they have 
captured me loads of 
carp. I suspect it 
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could be because 
it offers a contrast 
to that of the dead 
leaves, debris and 
reeds in the lake, 
but not too severe 
to spook wary carp. 
In addition to this, 
although slightly 
contrasting, these 
baits are quite similar 
in colour to the dead 
leaves and reeds, and 
may well resemble a 
more natural looking 
colour bait. In murky 
waters, I would 
suggest using high 
visual coloured or 
very dark (almost 
black) coloured baits, 
as these will stand 
out enough for the 
carp to notice them.

• Natural Foods

All fishable lakes are 
mainly inhabited by 
snails, bloodworm, 
small crayfish and 
various other insects. 
These residents of 
the lake are most 
definitely a food 
source for carp 
and can be used 
by anglers to their 
advantage as hook 
baits. The mere 
fact that the human 
element is taken 
out of the equation 
completely makes 
these fantastic baits 
to use. Even wary 
carp won’t suspect 
anything, given the 
angler has paid 
enough attention 

to rig concealment. 
These natural foods 
could also be an 
indication of which 
flavour baits may do 
the trick, for example 
meaty or fishy 
flavoured particles, 
boilies or pellets. 
Once again, it would 
be a major advantage 
should the angler 
have knowledge of 
the ingredients or 
substances that is 
contained within the 
baits they would like 
to use. For a meaty 
requirement, baits 
that contain fish 
meals such as krill 
meal, shrimp meal, 
bloodworm extract, 
liver powders or even 
milk proteins such 
as whey, calcium 
caseinate, sodium 
caseinate and 
casein should work 
exceptionally well. 

• The Lake Bed

The lake bed will 
determine how
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strong the flavour of 
your baits needs to 
be. It will also give 
you an idea of what 
the colour and size of 
your baits should be, 
and it will determine 
whether you should 
be fishing pop ups 
or whether you may 
well get away with 
fishing bottom and / 
or critically balanced 
baits. Should the 
lake bed be very 
silty, I would suggest 
using stronger 
flavoured baits, or 
even glugging your 
baits a few days prior 
to using them. Silt 
is very malodorous 
and could over 
power any weaker 
flavoured baits, this 
could potentially 
reduce your chances 
of getting a carp 
to pick up on the 
scent. Debris also 
determines which 
baits will be a better 
option. Should there 
be a lot of debris 
it may be a better 
option to set your 

traps out with pop 
up boilies instead of 
using a bottom baits 
or critically balanced 
baits. The reason for 
this is that pop ups 
will float on top of 
all the debris, whilst 
bottom baits may well 
sink into the debris 
and possibly become 
un-obtainable to the 
carp. The feed you 
should be putting 
put out on a lake bed 
covered in debris 
and grass, or when 
fishing your traps 
against a slope, 
needs to be a lighter, 
crumbed, flat or even 
flake shaped bait. The 
majority of these will 
then land on top of 
the debris and grass 
and will not just roll 
down and disappear 
into the depths like 
the rounder and 
heavier baits would. 
The colour of the 
lake bed will also 
help determine the 
colour of your baits. 
We should always 
attempt to have our 

baits stand out on 
the lake bed, but not 
to the extent where 
it would spook the 
carp away from our 
baited areas. Perhaps 
aim for a shade or 
two lighter, or darker, 
than the lake bed 
itself. 

Sometimes a venue 
will meet all the 
above-mentioned 
aspects, and as an 
angler I then usually 
combine my options 
to ensure that I have 
the best chance of 
capturing that special 
carp. An example 
of this would be to 
mix naturals and 
seeds with crushed 
boilies, whole 
boilies and pellets. 
I really find that the 
Karper Ltd RS boilie 
(https://youtu.be/
WOMnPNQjtBw) 
covers all these 
possible aspects 
quite well as it is a 
hybrid fish meal and 
birdseed boilie.

Corrie Booysen
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The fish meals that it 
contains would cover 
the meaty aspect, the 
robin red and seeds 
would cover the nutty 
aspect, and it has a 
slightly fruity aroma 
which would cover the 
fruity aspect – www.
karper.co.uk
In larger lakes I like to 
spread my baits out 
rather well but prefer 
to keep my baits in 
close proximity to 
my traps when I am 
fishing smaller venues. 
The reason for this 
is simply because a 
larger venue means 
there is a larger area 

to cover, and generally 
these carp are not 
easily spooked by a lot 
of bait. The amount of 
baits I would put out 
obviously depends on 
how long I intend on 
fishing. The longer you 
can keep the carp in 
your baited area, the 
more carp they could 
attract and draw into 
the area, the better 
your chances would 
be of getting stuck into 
them. When all else 
fails, I usually set my 
three traps out with 
yellow, white and pink 
baits – in this particular 
order. If I am fortunate 

enough to get a few 
runs, I will have a very 
good idea which colour 
the carp have taken to. 
I will put two, or quite 
possibly all of my rods 
out using the favoured 
colour bait. This is 
often my approach 
during the warmer 
summer months when 
runs are a lot easier to 
come by.

Until the next issue… 
Tight lines, bent rods, 
and wet nets! 

Corrie Booysen
Twitter: @Its_Carpy / 
Instagram: corrie_booysen
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Fate or Luck.. 
A New Beginning 
by Ken Beech
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2018 started really 
positive with a ticket 
I hadn’t expected to 
get offered for some 
years being offered to 
me after spending just 
a couple of months 
on the waiting list. So, 
while I was sitting out 
the beast from the east 
and what must have 
been the longest winter 
ever thinking about the 
new venue. We went 
from a freezing cold 
April to the longest, 
hottest summer I can 
remember. I wasn’t 
going to complain 
but I am not a fan of 
sitting in a bivvy in 30 
degree heat and on my 
trips walking or riding 
round my local lakes it 
seemed that the carp 
weren’t too keen on 
doing much else other 
than spawning and 
chilling. The second 
hammer blow was 
that just a few weeks 
after parting with lots 
of hard earned cash 
on tickets, I changed 
jobs with which came 
a much later finish on 

a Friday which would 
be a nightmare time 
to commute 150-180 
miles one way to the 
new ticket, the change 
was unavoidable and 
until I could secure a 
job with more time off 
without going back to 
12 hour shifts I would 
need to find water 
much closer to home. 
Cue hammer blow 
number 3 to my well 
planned angling, an 
accident saw my mum 
with a badly broken 
arm and on a sixpence 
my priorities quite 
rightly changed.

Call it fate or luck 
when I spotted a post 
on facebook along 
with a picture of a jet 
black scaley mirror, 
posted by a mate from 
waters past. A few 
messages to and fro 
and the next day I was 
walking round a very 
picturesque lake not 
too far from home. My 
visit coincided with 
the first real break in 
the red hot summer 

weather we have 
experienced this year. 
I had a walk round 
twice; as no one was 
fishing I could have 
a good look in each 
swim. I saw a lot of 
fish that day showing 
and enjoying the fresh 
conditions. In one 
swim in particular there 
were numbers of fish 
showing; the areas, 
ranges and far bank 
markers were noted for 
future reference. 

Around this time I 
had been taken on 
by Deeper as an 
Ambassador, and I 
had been itching to 
give the Pro Plus a try 
and so headed over to 
the new lake and had 
a walk round having 
around 6 casts in each 
swim from left to right 
from what I imagined 
the swims limits to 
be back to the near 
margin, I noted and 
wrapped up any areas 
of interest, the area 
where the fish had 
been showing on
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coincided with a 
change in depth from 
10 / 11 foot upto 
around 7 feet which 
was the end of a 
shallower area which 
started upto my right 
, running away from 
the shallows down 
the centre of the 
lake at 15 wraps.  I 

am totally converted 
to the Deeper Pro, 
when I think of all the 
preparation work I have 
done with 4 marker 
rods over the winters 
to map out areas. I 
could have done it 
in no time with the 
Deeper Pro Plus and 
recorded all the data 
for future reference, 

I was paranoid about 
the pike having a go 
at the deeper as it sat 
on the surface and so 
coupled 30lb whiplash 
mainline with a 50lb 
whiplash leader and 
then a titanium leader 
connected to the 
deeper. 

I visited the lake a few 
more times walking 
round, fine tuning my 
knowledge with the 
deeper and looking 
in all the nooks and 
crannies whilst waiting 
for the weather to 
break again. My 
approach would be 
the same regardless: 
First and foremost, fish 
off the barrow until I 
was happy I was in the 
right swim, Watch the 
water day and night 
and move or change 
my spots accordingly, 
chopped boilies via 
the spomb and mixed 
sized freebies out of 
the stick, my cheeky 
little low lying pop up 
rigs with super sharp 
hooks sharpened by
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Jason Hayward aka 
Specialist Sharpened 
Hooks. 

My first trip to wet the 
leads saw me arrive at 
the lake early morning, 
I did a couple of laps 
of the lake and saw a 
couple of fish show in 
the middle so after my 
normal couple of hours 
head banging where 
to get in on an empty 
lake. I decided on the 
swim where I had seen 
the fish showing on my 
first visit, After fishing 
on lakes with strict 
time limits I always 
arrange my gear so I 
can fish off the barrow 
and take the minimum 
of kit off to get the 
rods out along with a 
bucket to sit on, which 
means I can move 
swims quickly should 
the need arrive, the 
bivvy etc goes up 
as and when I deem 
myself to be in the best 
swim available in those 
conditions. Due to the 
long periods of sun 
we have experienced 

this summer the water 
level had dropped, and 
I made a note to be 
careful when stepping 
down from swim level 
to the margin to net 
any fish I might be 
lucky enough to hook. 
I had a couple of 
casts to the far bank 
markers where the 
fish had been showing 
previously after 
wrapping them upto 
the distance. There 
was a light covering of 
weed and clear areas. 
My slow sinking, low 
lying pop up rig would 
be perfect, and I soon 
had a rod on each 
spot and the marker 
elastic hanging off the 
lines in the butt rings. 
I followed up with 10 
spombs of chopped 
mixed sized freezer 
baits and then 
spread 100 or 
so whole baits 
over the area 
with the stick. 
The forecasted 
change in wind 
direction came on 
time and a nice 

ripple was running into 
my swim from right to 
left. I left my left hand 
rod as I couldn’t decide 
on where place my 
trap. I would watch the 
water and hopefully let 
the fish show me. In 
the afternoon a couple 
more anglers turned 
up and headed either 
for the weedy shallows 
or the far bank. Just 
before dark I put my 
left hand rod out off 
to the left as nothing 
had shown left of my 
middle rod. I sticked a 
few baits round it and 
settled down for the 
night. 

During the night my 
right hand rod ripped 
off and I reminded 
myself about the big 
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drop to terra firma at 
the waters edge. I 
managed to bundle 
the fish into the net 
without any mishaps 
with the other rods. I 
popped the fish in the 
retainer and secured 
the retainer in deeper 
water. As most of my 
fishing is done alone I 
have over the years got 
used to taking my own 
photos, the technology 
these days makes it 
easy to do and master 
with a little preparation 
and practice. Just as I 
got the gear set up the 
heavens opened, and 
heavy rain battered 
the lake, due to the 
water temperatures, I 
decided to release the 

fish without a photo 
as the rain was set in 
for the night. I would 
guess the fish was 
around the 16 lb mark 
and was a nice scaley 
mirror. I checked the 
mainline, wrapped it 
up and tied on a new 
rig before casting 
back onto the spot 
and flicked 20 more 
baits out with the stick 
before diving back into 
the bivvy to dry off and 
have a celebratory 
Baileys coffee.

I awoke to a bright 
sunny morning and sat 
watching the water as 
it came light drinking 
coffee. A guy on the 
opposite bank had a 

fish from up the margin 
so that spot was noted 
for the future. Around 
lunch time with the sun 
high in the sky my right 
hand rod ripped off 
again, an incident free 
descent to the waters 
edge and a good 
scrap from the angry 
mirror that ended up in 
wallowing in the net. 
The fish weighed 14lb 
4oz and made it two 
bites, two fish in just 
over 24 hours fishing. 

My next trip was two 
weeks later when 
the weather broke 
again. In between I 
had walked round a 
couple of times and 
had noticed fish in a 
swim which didn’t get 
fished as far as other 
anglers told me so a 
decision was made to 
start baiting this spot 
as and when the lake 
was empty either on a 
walk round or during 
a session, After much 
deliberation I decided 
on the point swim 
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again and quickly got 
the right hand rod and 
middle rods out to 
the spots. Both bites 
previously had come 
on the right hand rod, 
so I was confident that 
was on the dancefloor 
as they say these 
days. My middle rod 
was on an area I 
had seen fish rolling 
and fizzing, so I was 
happyish with that, a 
bite on that spot would 
confirm my choice of 
spots. I just needed to 
bring my left hand rod 
into play, a method I’ve 
used before is to move 
my left hand rod and 
make it my right hand 
rod, therefore my right 
hand rod becomes my 
middle rod this can 
sometimes be a double 
edged sword as you 
can end up cutting 
your once hot rod off, 
I was also aware of 
how close my newly 
appointed right hand 
rod would now be to 
the swim next door. 
As it was early in the 
day I popped a small 

discrete marker float 
onto my leading rod 
and wrapped it up and 
put it out onto the area 
and walked round into 
the next swim to see 
how close it was. The 
marker was too close 
for my liking and would 
have meant winding 
in if the swim was to 
become occupied. 
So, the left hand rod 
dilemma continued as 
a rod clipped to the 
same distance out to 
the left of the going 
area put me in 10 foot 
of water whereas the 
area the fish seemed 
to be feeding on was 
7 foot. I decided to get 
the Deeper out again 

and find an area off 
the marginal shelf to 
try with my left rod. 
Eventually I settled 
on an area in 10 
foot which was quite 
smooth and scattered 
a few chops around my 
wafter hookbait. 

It was around 1800 
when I decided crack 
on with the barbeque; I 
sat watching the water 
drinking a cold Dark 
Fruits when my middle 
rod ripped off, no single 
bleeps, just a melting 
clutch and one toner. 
A hairy fight ensued 
with being so far above 
the water I managed to 
bundle a common into
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 the net. I secured 
the net and noticed 
another member had 
arrived in the swim. 
Just after saying hello 
my right hand rod took 
off at a rate of knots. I 
picked up the rod and 
here we go again. This 
fish stayed deep and 
kited left and right and 
felt heavy, thankfully I 
had assistance with the 
netting and we finally 
bundled fish number 
two into the same net, 
which turned out to be 
a mirror, so we had a 
mirror and common in 
the net and my middle 
rod had now come into 
play. There was an all 
mighty mess of lines 
in my net, so we cut 
the lines, unhooked 
the fish and slid the 

retainer and unhooking 
mat underneath the net 
to lift them onto terra 
firma. We took a shot 
of both fish on the mat 
and then held them 
up individually for the 
camera. Once returned 
I was up against it 
time wise to retackle 
with wet lines and wet 
anti tangle tubing  (it’s 
a nightmare isn’t it) I 
ended up cutting 10 
yards of line of each 
spool, Retackling with 
new tubing etc, wrap 
the distance up, new 
rigs and just managed 
to get both rods out 
before total darkness, 
I sticked a few baits 
out and tidied up the 
swim, checked the 
pics and finally kicked 
the barbeque back in 

stinking 
of carp. 

I sat up 
watching 
well into 
dark 
after the 
barbeque 
had been 

demolished, a couple 
of fish showed out in 
the darkness towards 
my areas. I awoke 
before light and sat 
with a brew thinking 
about how to bring 
that left hand rod into 
play. Just after finishing 
the brew I had an up 
/ down slow bite the 
bobbin moving slowly 
up and down on the 
middle rod. I wound 
down and felt a light 
bump on the end then 
nothing. I wound in 
replaced the hook and 
bait, wrapped it up 
and put it back out. 
Maybe one of the lakes 
tench was responsible 
as it wasn’t the same 
indication I got with 
with the other 4 carp. 
30 minutes later I had 
a very similar bite on 
my right hand rod 
and hooked a fish 
which was soon in 
the net and confirmed 
my thoughts on the 
previous bite in that 
a red eyed tinca was 
inthe bottom of the net. 
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So that made it 4 
carp, one tench and 
a dropped tench in 3 
nights angling. I was 
happy with my results 
so far and while I am 
happy catching carp 
of any size, my big 
carp angling had been 
scupperd since late 
spring and lingering in 
the back of my mind 
was the urge to wet 
my leads on a big fish 
water before the winter 
kicked in. 

While I was pondering 
my next visit, I narrowly 
missed out on a winter 
ticket on a local’ish 
syndicate water, then 
a text message out of 
the blue offering me 
a ticket for a stunning 
venue which is fairly 
local to me dropped 
into my inbox, It’s a 
lake I fished a few 
years ago when I 
dropped Wellington 
Country Park and is 
an amazing place to 
angle but was one 
where I felt there was 

unfinished business, 
my mind was racing 
with carpy and riggy 
thoughts. Then a week 
or so later while I was 
planning my assault 
on the first lake a 
text pinged up on my 
phone for a winter 
ticket on another very 
special venue and one 
that I had been trying 
to make an inroad 
onto the waiting list for 
around 5 or 6 years I 
guess…. Boom what 
a turnaround. My mind 
was churning at a fair 
rate of knots about 
both lakes. A day was 
spent walking around 
the winter ticket lake 
and I was gagging to 
get going, As I write 
this its coming up to 
the end of October and 
I have some 
holidays 
booked 
for the first 
week of the 
winter ticket 
in November 
which just 
happens 
to coincide 

with a new moon, low 
pressure and south, 
south westerly winds. 
I will be trying to 
learn as much in that 
week and the rest of 
November as I can 
before the inevitable 
winter weather arrives. 
I have all fingers and 
toes crossed for a 
mild winter, so I will 
sign off for now as I 
have a mountain of 
preparation work that 
needs doing and bring 
you upto date with the 
first month of my winter 
ticket angling warts 
and all. 

Wet Retainers

 Ken Beech      
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26th Aug

Peg: Car peg 
Bait: Evolution 
cornstack,, DBP bag 
mix, 12mm pink peach 
and black pepper pop 
up

Arrived at the lake 
just after 7am in 
the pouring rain, 
car unloaded , net , 
mat and weigh sling 
dipped and it was off 
to find the carp. After 
a walk around I soon 
located a few fish by 
the  island, they  were 
happily  feeding  by the 
amount off bubbles that 
were rising to surface 
always a good thing to 
see . Once set up and 
sorted I casted out a 
solid pva bag to where 
the feeding carp  were 
lingering .. Once again 
I used trusty SWG 
size 6 hook tied to 
20lbs Decepti-link from 
Deception Angling. I 
feel confident using 
this rig it has shown to 
be one to keep.

With my second rod 
was placed under a 
tree in the margins, 
my pre tied castaway 
solid pva bag consisted 
of Sharp Baits  12mm 
pink peach and black 
pepper pop up packed 
tightly with the bag mix 
from DBP. 

With the rain still 
hammering down I 
sat tying pva bags 
sheltered under my 
brolly . As the hour 
went past ,I saw a carp 
top  close to the island 
margin. Within a few 
mins  I had a few liners 
, which finally changed 
to the best sound to a 
carp angler, 
the alarm 
sounded a 
one toner.  
The rod tip 
started to 
pull round 
at the same 
time as 
the water 
erupted 
with the 
carp tarring 

off pulling the  line 
from the reel. After a 
short battle the carp 
drifted in to the net . 
Yes… another carp 
not one of the big ones 
but a very welcome 
common at 14lbs 10 
oz. Photos done  and 
returned back to the its 
home I placed another 
solid bag on the spot 
to try again, an hour 
past before the alarm 
sounded again after 
a short battle a small 
mirror came over the 
net cord . 
Two fish caught made 
me feel better when 
having to pack up in

the rain… always a joy.
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31 aug – 2 Sept 

Evolution tackle social 
@ Clattercote 
Bait: Evolution corn 
stacks ,DBP bag mix, 
floating pellets , sloppy 
zig mix  

Arrived at the lake 
around 5pm , loaded 
the barrow and headed 
for the group of anglers 
.The  10 min walk 
seemed to take an 
age and was quite 
nerve wracking due to 
the  rickety old boards 
around the lake. With 
a  two  night session 
planned I stuck to the 

plan in my head which 
proved to be a great 
choice.It was a great 
weekend day and 
night  I caught a total 
of 26 carp and even 
lost a  few ….. I caught 
on solid bags casting  
to feeding fish about 
30yards, zigs and 
surface fishing which 
was the Best By far. It’s 
great when you come 
back from a weekend 
session absolutely 
worn out from all the 
fish action you’ve had 
night and day. I got 
to meet  some great 
people which was a 
great bonus to the 

weekend and that what 
the social events are 
all about.  So a big 
thanks to Paul Mills 
, Sid Dudley, Kevin 
Gross,Paul Woods, 
Tom baker , Zac Harris 
, Liam Lee, Chris Flack 
and not forgetting Eric 
Royston for cooking a 
great Sunday dinner on 
Saturday. 

13 Sept 

Peg: floating island 
Bait 22mm red fish , 
Evolution corn stacks 
Blue, Pink ,green  DBP 
bag mix, rehydrate red 
fish 16mm / 18mm

I arrived at the lake 
just after 4:30pm  with 
only  3 cars in the car 
park just how I like it.  A 
quick walk round and a 
quick chat to the fellow 
anglers it was time to 
set up and get fishing. 
With  the wind pushing 
in to corner peg I 
decided to put the one  
PVA bag in the corner 
and the other one
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one  towards the 
floating island with  
bait scattered around 
to entice the carp in 
to feed. Kettle on and 
the wait begins as the 
light turned into dark I 
was thinking not much 
is going to happen as 
I was staring at the  
sky and thinking of a 
new plan ,   the island 
rod burst into life.  I 
was in. After a short 
fight I soon had a very 
welcome common in 
the net scales read 
16lbs 8oz returned 
back to the water after 
a few pic recast the rod 
toward the island. That 
was the only action of 
the evening and before 
I knew it it’s time to 
pack up and head 
home .

19th Sep 

Peg: social peg
Bait , 22mm red fish , 
Evolution corn stacks 
Blue, Pink ,green  DBP 

bag mix, rehydrate red 
fish 16mm / 18mm

Arrived at the lake with 
Paul Winfield friend 
and fellow angler ( 
owner of Sharpbaits) 
to find we are the only 
ones there. As it was a 
bit of a social evening 
we opted to fish the 
peg called the social, 
rods out and time to 
put the kettle on and 
have a good old chin 
wag and put the world 
to right . After last 
weeks capture we both 
fished with bait around 
22mm. unfortunately 
for Winnie he end up 
with some nice slimy  

bream or two . About  
9:30pm I had a very 
strange bream take , I  
thought it was a bream 
all the way in until it 
was about to go into 
net , it was the smallest 
carp in the lake about 
5lbs . Rod back out 
and another two bream 
later it was time to go 
home  disappointed 
with the lack of carp. 

23 sept 

Bait , 22mm red fish , 
Evolution corn stacks 
Blue, Pink ,green  DBP 
bag mix, rehydrate red 
fish 16mm / 18mm 
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Another Sunday 
morning session and 
off to the club lake , 
quick walk round and I 
soon located the carp 
feeding , solid bag cast 
out to the feeding fish. 
It was not long before 
I stared to get linear 
, about 40mins later I 
was in to a very angry 
carp I had a 14lbs 
mirror . Photos done  
and safely returned, I 
recasted the rod and 
time for a cup of tea. 
Nothing happened for 
the next  hour apart 
from another cuppa 
. With the carp still 
feeding I should have  
had another carp so 
I recast a solid bag  
back on the spot , 
another cuppa was had 

before the rod burst 
into life again this time 
it was a 10lber one 
I have caught a few 
times this year , after 
the fish was returned 
it was time to get back 
home . 

26th Sept

Bait , 22mm red fish , 
Evolution corn stacks 
Blue, Pink ,green  DBP 
bag mix, rehydrate red 
fish 16mm / 18mm 

Short evening session 
after work for me today 
, arrived  to find only 
one other car in the 
car park … result . 

Hopefully 
the reeds 
were free, as 
the previous 
two weeks 
I saw carp 
top close to 
the reeds 
but there 
was always 

someone fishing them 
casting in from the peg 
on the opposite side 
. How excited was I 
when I saw the other 
angler in the social peg 
the opposite end of the 
lake . Barrow loaded 
nets and mat dipped 
and of to the reeds . 
As I was setting up I 
saw one top next to the 
reeds that will do . Rod 
for the reeds done with 
a size 4 SWG hook 
and a donkey choker 
24mm red fish bottom 
bait . Walked to the 
reeds and placed the 
bait tight to to margin 
reeds 3 handfuls of 
rehydrated red fish 
. Back at the peg I 
sorted the other rod 
which was the usual 
solid pva bag with the 
2 piece  cornstack , 
cast close to the island 
. This was the first rod 
to burst in to life beep 
beep bloody bream 
around 4 pounds . 
Rod redone back out 
towards the island . 
About 30 mins later the 
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the reeds rod dropped 
back two inch , I 
was now perched on 
the end off my chair 
staring at the rods. 
Then the bobbin hit 
the rod and  fell to the 
floor, as l picked the 
rod up  i eventually 
managed to connect 
with the  fish it swam 
15 yards towards me . 
After a great fight and 
some heart stopping 
moments with the line 
pinging of the dorsal 
fin,I eventually got 
the carp in the net . 
Camera gear ready I 

lifted the mirror safely 
using the NRS out of 
the water and onto the 
mat , as I peeled the 
mesh away there she 
was one off my target 
fish the linear slightly 
under weight at 20lbs 4 
oz but a lovely looking 
carp .  Photos done 
and safely returned.  
Again rod back out on 
the reeds but as the 
hours ticked by it was 
soon time to go home .

Until next time tight 

lines

Paul 

Www.deceptionangling.
co.uk

www.castawaypva.
co.uk

www.
evolutioncarptackle.
com

Www.
deepblueparticles.com  

www.youtube.com/
user/carpvenues 

Paul Richardson

http://Www.deceptionangling.co.uk
http://Www.deceptionangling.co.uk
http://www.castawaypva.co.uk 
http://www.castawaypva.co.uk 
http://www.evolutioncarptackle.com
http://www.evolutioncarptackle.com
http://www.evolutioncarptackle.com
http://Www.deepblueparticles.com 
http://Www.deepblueparticles.com 
http://www.youtube.com/user/carpvenues  
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Lead – a damning indictment within angling 
by Simon Pomeroy
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As I write this I’ve just 
reread my last copy 
for Talking Carp and 
for those who thought 
my previous piece was 
controversial then I’m 
afraid this will appear 
in the same vein! 
The following topic is 
something that has 
made me stand out 
from the crowd and 
really has been The 
Good, The Bad and the 
Ugly of my involvement 
within the international 
angling industry for 
well over a decade.

I’m well aware that by 
seeking to innovate 
an angling weight, 
Stonze, not made from 
the commonly used 
toxic lead has led to a 
swathe of disparagers 
and even an element 
of ‘hate’ from some 
of the less educated 
manufacturers and 
influencers that 
hold court over this 
sport. I’ve never 
hidden, much to their 
annoyance, from my 

belief that these people 
have their own agenda 
when it comes down 
to using a known toxin 
as the ‘go to’ metal to 
use as a fishing weight, 
especially when we live 
in an age where lead 
is justifiably maligned 
by far more accredited 
bodies than the flawed 
elements within the 
angling industry who 
support it. 

Before I regal my tale 
about the development 
of Stonze, the facts 
and my journey with 
them so far, let us 
in the first instance 
understand 
why the 
industry 
uses lead 
as the 
‘ingredient’ 
from which 
to make the 
standard 
fishing 
weight. 
Simply put, 
the raw 
material 
cost is 

cheap, it’s easy to 
manufacture with such 
a low melt point which 
therefore equates 
to it being far more 
profitable than any 
alternatives to date. 
Of course, businesses 
have to focus on 
profit, that’s a given, 
but to focus on profit 
before concerns over 
human health and 
the destruction of the 
environment is nothing 
short of reckless, fool 
hardy and narcissistic.

 There is a misguided 
belief out there that just 
because the lead 
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manufacturers, which 
equates pretty much 
to the majority of the 
industry as a whole, 
are saying there is no 
issues with lead then 
we should believe 
them – unfortunately 
and naively so many 
do. What I am saying 
is that there are 
provable issues and I 
certainly do not believe 
them. One of us is 
telling the truth and I, 
unlike them, can give 
you the masses of 
evidence there is to 
support my position – 
a stance that is now 
being increasingly 
recognised as the facts 
percolate throughout 
the public and angling 
domains. If there is 
no issue surely these 
companies and the 
influencers within can 
do a lot better than just 
saying that there is not 
an issue. They won’t 
simply because they 
can’t!

For example, the 
industry could easily 

use zinc as an 
alternative to lead so 
why don’t they? Lead 
‘drifts’ around £1,200 
per tonne whilst zinc 
is currently around 
£3,000 a ton. Lead 
has a low melt point 
and can be made 
and shaped easily so 
therefore cheap to 
manufacture whilst 
zinc has a high melt 
point and bespoke 
machinery is required 
to form it. So, the 
downside is that zinc is 
more expensive (and, 
therefore, potentially 
less profitable) and 
the unskilled couldn’t 
produce zinc weights 
in their sheds, 
however, the upside 
is it’s not toxic. Surely 
human health and 
the environment must 
come before profit, 
shouldn’t it? And the 
industry should have 
therefore moved 
immediately to zinc 
years ago – so why 
hasn’t it?
Instead of the pathetic 
knee jerk reactions 

by so many within the 
industry as they fight 
tooth and nail to defend 
the undefendable why 
are they not looking at 
some of the following 
evidence that just 
shows how wrong they 
are.
1. Lead is a known 
toxin that accumulates 
in soft tissues and 
bones, where it acts as 
a neurotoxin damaging 
the nervous system 
and interfering with the 
function of biological 
enzymes. It is 
particularly problematic 
in CHILDREN even 
if blood levels are 
promptly normalised 
with treatment where 
neurological disorders, 
such as brain damage 
or behavioural 
problems, may result.

Simon Pomeroy
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2. Lead fishing 
weights under one 
ounce are already 
banned in the UK due 
to their proven toxicity 
and the resulting 
environmental issues 
caused through their 
loss especially in 
waterfowl.

3. The World Health 
Organisation recognise 
that lead causes 
human health issues 
particularly in children 
and seeks for its 
phasing out in all levels 
of society.

4. Lead water pipes 
are banned.

5. Lead fishing 
weights are banned in 
Denmark.

6. The European 
Fishing Tackle Trade 
Association have 
issued a directive to 
the European fishing 
tackle community 
to phase lead out 
of angling by 2020 
due to its toxicity. 
https://www.eftta.
co.uk/media-centre/
news/eftta-position-
statement-on-angling-
lead-weights-sinkers/

7. The European 
Chemical Agency, 
only this September, 

submitted a report 
that maligns lead in 
angling at all levels 
from human health 
issues within its 
manufacturing through 
to the environmental 
impact from losses, 
including lead release 
systems, which easily 
poison waterfowl (the 
statistics on this issue 
are terrifying) 

8. The Dutch 
Government, Angling 
Associations and 
Green Groups have 
just started to work 
together towards a 
total phase out of lead 
in angling.

9. Lead fishing 
weights are banned 
in certain parts of the 
USA 

I’m only scratching the 
surface with some of 
what I am highlighting 
here and for my 
industry to continue 
to ignore or deflect is 
shameful and I think it 
is my duty to highlight

Lead - a damning indictment
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to my fellow anglers 
for them to decide for 
themselves.
A fishing weight is 
just that, a weight and 
certainly does not have 
to be made of lead. As 
long as it does the job 
of holding your bait in 
position or allows the 
ability to cast it does 
the job we require of it. 
We are only using lead 
out of habit, ease to 
access or through slick 
marketing not because 
nothing else will do 
what we require from a 
fishing weight.

Interestingly I was 
recently sent an e-mail 
where an angler 
had approached 
a well-known 
lead manufacture 
questioning their use of 
toxic lead and asking 
their thoughts on 
Stonze. Their response 
was nothing short of 
incredible when they 
denied that there was 
any issues with lead 
and then went on to 
say that a three ounce 

Stonze doesn’t weigh 
the same as a three 
ounces of lead (it did 
when I went to school 
and I’m no rocket 
scientist!), a three 
ounce Stonze is the 
same size as an apple 
(perhaps a very, very 
small apple!) and that 
you can’t cast a Stonze 
– well I can so either 
they have never tried 
to cast one, are not 
very good at casting or 
dare I say are telling a 
‘porky’! Whatever is the 
case they only made 
themselves look, at 
the very least, foolish 
beyond belief!

Some lead 
manufacturers have 
even come out more 
recently saying if 
there are any issues 
with lead being toxic 
(which we know there 
is) they would double 
coat them with plastic 
to contain the toxicity 
within – Err, did they 
not see the Blue 
Planet or read about 
all the issues with 

plastic going into the 
environment. So, these 
same manufacturers 
that are telling us it’s 
okay to dump lead 
through their appalling 
lead eject systems 
are now also telling 
us to dump even 
more plastic into the 
environment – perhaps 
now you can see why I 
despair? 

Staying with the plastic 
coatings, many who 
use the coating as 
some type of anti-
toxicity ‘defence’ also

Simon Pomeroy
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state that these 
coatings will last 
for decades (what 
happens after these 
‘guesstimated’ times 
remains another 
mystery and further 
evidence of disregard 
for the future 
generations) but the 
fact is the coatings 
don’t last with leads 
being retrieved on 
drain downs time 
after time with the 
coatings peeling away 
to reveal the bare 
lead underneath – 
something I’ve seen 
with my own eyes. Yet 
again more flaws within 
the defenders’ naïve 
arguments?

Who was the bright 
spark that came up 
with the notion that it 
was for fish safety to 
tell anglers that it was 
a good idea to drop 
the lead on purpose? 
Again, it proves that 
those who articulate 
can be believed even 
when it appears 
against all reason that 

dropping a known toxin 
irretrievably into the 
environment is sound 
advice. So many of the 
major brand leaders, 
and therefore retailers, 
now advocate this 
practice with many 
now actually not even 
going down the line of 
the fish safety ‘excuse’ 
but telling us to do it to 
catch more (i.e. fishing 
at all costs!) 

Several years ago, I 
was discussing this 
with an accredited 
Scientist – Vernon 
Thomas from the 
University Of Guelph, 
Canada, who once 
fully appraised turned 
around and said 
something that sums 

it up as eloquently as 
needed: “What has 
been created here 
is an environmental 
time bomb waiting to 
explode”. 

If you actually research 
the fish safety aspect, 
it again falls down 
on investigation and 
when you question 
those who stand by 
the fish safety position, 
they can’t actually 
give you any factual 
evidence to support it. 
In essence it is what 
they have been told, 
seen on a film or read 
in one of the contrived 
media platforms. How 
can these individuals 
not be suspect of a 
practice that anyone

Lead - a damning indictment
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outside of angling are 
confounded, shocked, 
and horrified by? Ask 
any member of your 
family who does not 
fish if they think that 
anglers are right to 
dump lead in mass 
volume in their quest 
to catch a fish and 
you will quickly realise 
that such anglers will 
not get any support or 
sympathy.

We’re not talking about 
a few ounces but mass 
tonnage on a horrifying 
scale of a known toxin, 
dumped on purpose 
irretrievably within 
the substrate of water 
courses. The substrate, 
a place where life is 
born and upon which 
the biomass relies for 
survival. Just think, 
nothing in nature 
can live on lead and 
dumping it into the 
very place where life 
is born can only create 
major environmental 
disruption – all 
because the angler 
is told that it is the 

right thing to do by an 
industry that is very 
happy to sell you more 
leads time after time. 
Someone once told 
me the whole situation 
was the biggest con 
ever brought about 
in angling as the 
angler continues to 
support the practice 
and, in doing so, has 
turned leads into a 
consumable – I have 
to confess to believing 
this to be the case.

I would suggest that 
if you look at litter law 
https://www.legislation.
gov.uk/ukpga/1983/35/
section/1/enacted

or legislation like the 
Water Resources Act 
of 1991, in particular 
Section 85 https://
www.legislation.gov.
uk/ukpga/1991/57/
section/85/enacted 

then you would be only 
further suspicious as it 
really does appear that 
this flawed practice is 
illegal – ironically if it 

is proven to be illegal 
as it appears it will be 
the angler who dumps 
the lead being as guilty 
as those who promote, 
manufacture and sell 
the eject systems. 
Perhaps retailers 
should be questioning 
their suppliers as they 
too will face a backlash 
when the proverbial 
hits the fan, as it surely 
will. 

To some of you there 
may be a belief that 
I am on some kind of 
rant but be assured 
there is far more now 
going on here than 
my single voice. I was 
recently interviewed 
by the accredited and 
worldwide trade fishing 
magazine, Angling 
International, about 
this very topic. I was 
classed as a ‘Crusader’ 
which to some extent 
is true by definition and 
fortunately my lonely 
voice is now being 
heard at the highest 
level which even more

Simon Pomeroy
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recently resulted in 
me meeting with the 
Cabinet Minister and 
Attorney General 
Geoffrey Cox QC. 
To say he was 
disgusted would be 
an understatement 
and there is a wind 
of change that 
unfortunately puts 
angling and certain 
elements within on a 
very poor footing. We 
are being critiqued 
for doing something 
that goes against all 
common sense, in a 
time when the industry 
is contracting, and 
we continue to get 
spotlighted by the anti-
angling fraternity – be 
warned we will reap 
what we sow. 

The power is within 
the hands of the 
anglers to stop this 
foolishness and not 
within the hands of 
the manufacturers or 
retailers. I implore you 
to realise everything 
I have written is not 
just from the heart 

but based on facts. 
Research it yourself 
and you will only 
come to the same 
conclusions. Stop 
buying lead weights, 
embrace companies 
like Dinsmore’s 
who have nontoxic 
alternatives and 
realise in doing so 
you are protecting the 
environment and not 
jeopardising it. Believe 
accredited bodies 
like the European 
Chemicals Agency 
and the World Health 
Organisation who 
consistently highlight 
that lead is harmful 
to children – how can 
anyone be so reckless 
as to put profit over the 
health of infants?

The fact that by 
swapping to nontoxic 
alternatives may cost 
us a few pounds more 
over the course of a 
season shouldn’t even 
be a consideration 
when we are talking 
about the health 
and environmental 

implications of sticking 
with lead. Those that 
sit on their high horses 
and screech about 
the potential small 
cost increase are 
really going to leave 
themselves open to 
be scrutinised by the 
majority of us that will 
put the environment, 
and rightly so, first.

 I also believe that over 
time a ban on lead will 
mean new invention 
will take place and 
entrepreneurs will 
findother alternatives 
that will become more 
cost effective and 
negate the issues that 
some may have over 
prices. Ironically a ban 
will lead to innovation 
and improvement and 
be steps forward – only 
a change for the better.
 
Many, especially within 
the industry, have 
historically stated I only 
bring this topic up as I 
seek to make money 
from my patented 
Stonze weights. To

Lead - a damning indictment
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those I can 
categorically say you 
are making some 
seriously flawed 
assumptions about 
an individual you 
obviously know nothing 
about. My concerns 
are that we are told 
that lead is both 
harmful to humans, 
especially our children, 
and the environment in 
general and therefore 
we should not be 
using it – full stop. 
Forget Stonze, use 
other alternatives as 
they exist, from zinc 
to concrete, to steel 
– if you really care 
about the truth to this 
controversial subject 
just swap to a nontoxic 
weight. The irony is 
you can go into any 
tackle shop and there 
will be a tiny area 
selling nontoxic ‘leads’ 
– does that not imply 
that all the other leads 
on sale are therefore 
toxic – because they 
will be!

On top of this there 

is ‘talk’ within the 
industry that many 
lead manufacturers 
have already sourced 
nontoxic alternatives 
– if that is true, and 
I believe it to be the 
case, you really have 
to question what are 
they waiting for? If 
it is a case that it is 
simply down to their 
profits then they 
are jeopardising far 
more than just their 
bottom line and the 
environment, but 
their credibility as 
both individuals and 
companies.

And last, but not least, 
for those who will try 
and shoot me down 
and defend the use of 
lead I ask you one final 
question – “Why, in this 
day and age, would 
you want to protect 
a known toxin which 
has been condemned 
at the highest levels 
of society?”. I know 
the reason, but would 
you ever admit that 
it is purely down to 

profit and ease to 
manufacture – shame 
on you.

Strong sentiment and 
though I have only 
scratched the surface 
I think you can only 
agree this is damning 
stuff. I’ve overrun on 
my word count so next 
time I will delve into the 
Stonze – an invention 
that has taken me 
across the world, 
winning major awards 
and even had me 
knocking on the door 
of 10 Downing Street 
(as well as helping 
the 1000’s of users to 
catch more!)

Until next time, stay 
safe, catch more and if 
you want to contact me 
always feel free to do 
so –

 simon@pallatrax.
co.uk.   

Simon Pomeroy
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My Moorlands Double 50 dream 
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by Mike Hearn
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My Moorlands Double 50 dream trip

Me and 8 other lads sat down over a curry and decided a trip to France 
was needed. With the talking done we decided Moorlands fishery would 
be our destination. With a few of the lads been to Moorlands a couple 
of times before, this would be my first visit so was good to get some info 
off them . We booked well in advanced as we were booking a exclusive 
booking , with over 19 months to wait till the day we start our journey , it 
soon come round . 25th August 2018- 1st September 2018.
The owner of Moorlands fisheries let’s anglers arrive on the Friday and 
bivvy up in the next field so you are fresh for the Saturday morning after 
the long journey. We took advantage of this and left early hours on the 
Friday morning ,this is
where the trip starts , 3 vans ramed with kit and 9 lads buzzing to get 
there and to get started . 

At around 3pm France time we finally 
arrived at Moorlands and welcomed by the 
owner Keith Moors and family members 
with a nice cold beer, which went down very 
nicely after our journey. We all had a good 
walk around lake and seen showing fish 
,lots of fizzing in many areas of the lake . 
Hour or 2 later we started the draw to pick 
swims . I came out 5th and chose a swim 
called “mistletoe” next to my good mate 
Dan Mclaven who chose “pampers”. I was 
happy with my swim choice and started to 
see fish show in my swim .

Finally arrived in my swim “mistletoe” by the time I had set up it was 
almost dark , so the first night I only put 2 rods out and flicked them in the 
margins against some lily pads with a couple of handfuls of bait over both 
rods and then settled down for the night after a long day travelling .

My Moorlands double 50 dream
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The next morning I woke 
up excited and couldn’t 
wait to get in to my waders 
and get out in to the lake 
to search for some spots 
to concentrate on and 
hopefully get them feeding 
over the spots.
The lake bed is pretty 
uniform and silty but 
managed to find some 
slightly harder spots in 
the silt which I was really 
happy with and when 

feathering the lead down I was getting a nice “donk” as the lead hit the 
lake bed . Back on the bank I started to prepare my bait a bit more ,tying 
some pva mesh bags up and get some more rigs tied . I got all 3 rods set 
up on a running lead system and wafter hook baits on to my chosen rigs . 
A very simple and easy rig to tie at about 8 inches long.

Mike Hearn



166

I chose to wade out in to the lake to bait my spots with a bait spoon . 
And also chose to wade out each rod and under arm cast them on to the 
baited areas .

At the start of the trip we saw fish showing and fizzing in many areas but 
as we all got set up the fish had moved and was making it obvious that 
they were holding up In the main bowl at the dam wall end , lots of fizzing 
and crashing. It wasn’t long until the 2/3 swims facing in to the main bowl 
“pamper” “1st pontoon” “2nd pontoon “ started to produce really good fish 
and in numbers 30s 40s 50s and even a 60 which was amazing to see 
on the bank . A fish called “the half lin” coming in at over 67lb . And it was 
only Sunday.

Even though I hadn’t caught yet I was still feeling confident and confident 
in my rigs and how I was applying my bait and the spots I was fishing on 
,it was only Monday so still plenty of time. Dinner bell rings at 6pm every 
night, so reel in at around 5.45pm and we head up to the gravel bar for a 
home made meal, beer and a catch up with the other lads . 

Every night after dinner I was in my waders putting more bait back on my 
spots then wading out each rod 1 at a time so I’m bang on the money

My Moorlands double 50 dream



167
each time. Fresh hook baits on ,pva stick , “donk” as the lead hit the lake 
bed . Perfect!! 

AROUND 2 AM TUESDAY MORNING MY LEFT HAND ROD WAS 
AWAY!!!! 

My patience and 
effort was rewarded 
I managed to land 
with the help from my 
mate Dan next door in 
“pampers” I watched 
the fish slide in to my 
net as I looked in to 
the net , I seen the 
shoulders and depth 
of the fish . Its a big 
fish. A new PB in the 
name of “the pretty 
1” weighing in at 53lb 
12oz.

Mike Hearn
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A quick phone call to the owner Keith Moors to come and identify the fish 
and to do the weighing with his scales , sling and of course his camera . 
Keith does this with fish over 50lb no matter what time of day it is not just 
to identify but to keep a eye on the growth also. 

After having a few pictures with my new PB I stayed in the water with her 
while she recovered until she slowly moved off. What a buzz!!!!

Fresh hook bait on and back in the water to get back on the spot and 
couple more handfuls of bait and time to put the kettle on , was no way I 
was getting back to sleep just yet.....still absolutely buzzing .I did manage 
to get a little bit of sleep but was back up ,with kettle on and watching 
the water and thinking about my capture . Breakfast time came round , 
Keith gives the option of breakfast in your swims or walk up to the gravel 
bar. This morning everyone chose to have breakfast up the gravel so we 
could have a good chat as well . Throughout Tuesday daytime and night 
time not a lot happened at all for me and seemed to be still holding up in 
the main bowl near the dam wall end. As I was still confident of another 
bite I was still walking my baits out and spooning it in and also under arm 
flicking my rig on to the spots one rod at a time in hope they would move 
off from the main bowl and start to feed again on my spots. 

AROUND 2 AM THURSDAY MORNING . MY LEFT HAND ROD WAS 
AWAY AGAIN.!!! 

Time to wake Dan up again. This fish felt different as it moving slowly and 
didn’t feel heavy . Dan grabbed his waders and my landing and heading 
out in to the lake . The fish was just under the surface and still moving 
slowly at first we thought it may have been a small cat fish, so was 
relieved when Dan confirmed it was a carp, as I carried on playing the fish 
I didn’t think it was a biggie but was a bite and it was a carp. The fish was 
ready and Dan scooped the fish in to the net . I asked Dan how big as he 
was looking in the net, is it a 20,30 or 40 hiss answer was “OH MY GOD 
THE SHOULDERS ON IT” it might be another PB, I started to shake. I got 
on the phone to Keith and woke him up again early hours of the morning 
to confirm the fish , weighing and take photos .

My Moorlands double 50 dream
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ANOTHER NEW PB 
WEIGHING IN AT 
53lb 15oz. A known 
as “Nemo” Beating 
my PB by 3oz.
To have catch one 
50 on this trip, I was 
happy but to get two 
50s and to beat my 
pb twice.... wow!!!! 

Time do get back out 
in to the lake to get 
bait and rig back on 
the spot. And try and 
get some sleep .

As the week was 
coming to a end it 
all went quiet for me 

and also the lads fishing in to the main bowl with only the odd fish coming 
out between them three, they had moved off and started showing them 
selves further on down the lake towards and down southern arm and 
three of the lads down that end had some results as well biggest being 
around 45lb. Saturday morning rolled round and it was time to pack up as 
we had to be out the swims by 9am as breakfast was being served and 
also it was change over day with a new set of lads coming on the lake . It 
was time to start the long journey home. 

What a trip ,what a venue and what stunning fish. Keith and family 
showed us great hospitality and we’re always there if we needed anything 
or help with something . I will definitely be returning to Moorlands fisheries 
in search of the even bigger residents that swim in Moorlands.

Tight lines Mike Hearn

Mike Hearn
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I have been fishing 
park lakes since I 
was knee high to a 
grasshopper, I cut my 
teeth on park lakes so 
to speak. The draw of a 
park lake still gets me 
going every time. 

Many of our park lakes 
are so under used for 
angling, gone have the 
days of seeing kids 
catching gudgeon on 
light tackle, in fact the 
park lake has almost   
disappeared out of the 
modern day angling all 
together.  
Lots of anglers are 
afraid to fish open 
access venues and 
unfortunately this 
has been one of the 
reasons of the demise 
of these great venues. 

With careful planning 
and good prep work 
you can use these 
quiet gems to your 

advantage. Doing your 
homework plays a big 
part and with so many 
angling forums around 
it doesn’t take long to 
find the right venue for 
you and your style of 
angling. 

Last autumn and 
winter I fished the 
Woodley south lake 
just on the outskirts 
of Reading. A public 
park lake in the middle 
of a housing 
estate, the 
lake is around 
20 acres in 
size with an 
average depth 
of around 4-5 
ft. The lake is 
your typical 
tree lined lake 
with the lake 
bed being 
made up of silt 
and weed beds. 

The shallow 
silty lake really 

played to my style 
of angling perfectly. 
And as I’ve already 
mentioned in the 
article it was so under 
fished, it truly was a 
real park lake gem. 

With pre-baiting only 
available at night 
because of the amount 
of bird life I decided 
to give this approach a 
wide berth. The areas I 
concentrated on was
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around 5 feet and with 
the sun on these parts 
of the water all day it 
was perfect. 

I decided to do the 
waters and go back 
to some real old-
fashioned water craft. 
Armed with nothing 
but a set of decent 
polarized glasses and 
a prodding stick, I 
was looking for spots 
in between the weed 
bed, you can feel it 
drop by about a foot in 
depth where the carp 

are simply harvesting 
the spots. The types of 
spots you are looking 
for is powdery silt and 

not rock-hard gravel 
these spots are dead 
ground for carp.  

With the depths being 
so shallow it was the 
perfect way to just 
place a rig and free 
offerings by hand. And 
with the spots sorted 
due to a bit of time, 
effort and decent water 
craft it really started to 
pay dividends. I love 
this method and it’s so 
refreshing to the norm.

Dave Moug
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In these powdery silt 
spots, it has to be a 
rig that can reset itself 
every time especially 
when you know the 
carp are over them on 
a regular basis. 

For this I always 
use my trusty black 
amnesia hinge rig. 
The chod section of 
the rig speaks for 
itself, then attaching 
a 6-8 inch amnesia 

boom. By creating a 
loop knot at either 
end this allows for 
maximum movement. 
This presentation for 
me is always fished 
helicopter style with a 
3.5 oz lead. 

As for my baiting 
approach from rig to 
free offerings don’t 
differ that much. I 
like a slightly lighter 
colour of bait just due 

to the fact it stands out 
as the carp eyesight 
starts to demolish with 
the colder weather, 
the bird life can be a 
nightmare on park 
lakes and is very 
frustrating, but you 
just have to roll with 
the punches. 

As for hook baits it’s 
normally white or 
washed out yellow, but 
of course the choice 
is yours. I hope this 
article can encourage 
anglers to get out and 
rejuvenate our great 
British park lakes. 
Next time we will look 
in to how my results 
went and what I find 
works for me and can 
work for you too. 

Dave. 
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Red Letter Session by 
Connor Hatton

Brasenose One seventy 
nine fish haul! 
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Up on arriving at the 
complex at around 
1 am a quick brew 
was priority and well 
deserved after the 
gruelling 5-hour drive 
then a good sleep 
ready for an early start. 
Due to the fact that the 
B.C.A.C was underway 
on Brasenose one 
which was our lake of 
choice we decided to 
get on the move and 
go in search of an 
opportunity elsewhere.
 
After a relatively 
short search around 
Hardwick/Smiths it 
was clear to see there 
was a lot of carp in a 
quiet neglected area. 
Two Pukka Squirrel 
Baits strawberry 
pop ups fished on 
the German rig, 
made with Riverside 
Angling terminal tackle 
compacted in to solid 
bags of crushed mix 
pellet and I injected 
with hemp oil was the 
obvious choice as 
this would ensure the 
perfect presentation 

for a bite. With the 2 
Scopes underarmed 15 
yards to showing fish 
and a few catapults 
of pellet over, it was a 
night under the stars 
and a day well spent 
preparing rigs and 
bags for the session to 
come on B1. 

As darkness fell the 
fish began to crash 
all over the lake and 
upon first light I had 
managed a stunning 
scaly upper double and 
suffered a hook pull 
from a good fish in the 
marginal weed. 
As the match began 
to draw to an end we 
put what little bit of 

tackle we had out in 
the van and made 
our way round full of 
anticipation of what 
was to come. We 
headed to a swim we 
have had good results 
from before as these 
had fished steady 
during the match. 
Already knowing the 
wraps and tree line 
makers for the gravel 
bars we set about 
putting 3 solid bags 
with the same set up 
the same as the night 
before to the spots 
followed up with 12-
16 spombs of particle 
mixed pellet and corn 
over the top finished 
with a cloud liquid.
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The following night 
past quietly for us 
both. Throughout the 
day I saw repeated 
consistent shows in 
the margins to my 
left. Upon further 
investigation there 
was a weed bar at 
8 wraps and the 
fish was showing at 
approximately 9 wraps 
at the crease between 
the silt and firm 
ground. As there was 
no other weed present 
in the swim and the bar 
was only 2 foot high at 
most. I decided this is 
where the fish will be 
as there’s is not much 
weed in here and the 

silty, weedy area would 
hold high amounts of 
naturals compared 
to the rest of the lake 
which was firm and 
pretty uniform .Due 
to the fact the weed 
was only light I could 
present 1 rod behind it 
without having to worry 
about the line lay over 
the weed. 

The fish 
continued 
to lump out 
relentlessly 
in the area 
right the 
way into 
the hours of 
darkness. 

That night the bites 
came on the margin 
spot and 2 rods was 
soon to end up on it. 
This spot produced 5 
fish in 2 hours. 4 20s 
with the biggest being 
29lb 4oz and my dad 
had also managed an 
upper double mirror. 
The following day it 
was clear the fish had 
done the off as there 
weren’t any signs of 
fish for as far as the 
eye could see. Sat 
watching the mist roll 
of the lake I began to 
get cold feet content 
with sitting behind 
motionless bobbins 
went off in search. 
After a brief wander
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around the lake I 
managed to find 
numbers of fish 
showing no more than 
20 yards out down 
the opposite end of 
the lake. We were 
round there in no time 
and it felt good with 
rods positioned with 
minimum disturbance 
and fish showing all 
over us. A fresh warm 
wind and white horses 
racing each other down 
the lake right toward 
us… however after 
a few hours it was 
clear me made a bad 
decision. The number 
of fish dramatically 
decreased as they 
pushed off despite us 
making no disturbance. 
Our previous swims 
from the night before 
had been taken, and 
with the day drawing to 
an end and not much 
to go off we opted to 
stay put for the night 
with the intentions to 
move on first light. 

With no fish that night 
or even signs of fish 

in the area we were 
back in the van for 7 
am and hunting yet 
again. We managed to 
find 2 swims where the 
anglers where packing 
up we knew we had 
something here. These 
swims had done 30 
fish between them in 4 
nights and there were 
signs everywhere, 
coloured water, feeding 
patches that looked like 
a jacuzzi, fish rolling 
in every direction. 
Within the first hour 
my dad had managed 
3 fish by simply firing 
high attract bags to 
showing fish. With 

the bags producing a 
hand full of fish each 
in quick succession 
we decided we can 
afford to put bait in and 
attempt to draw the fish 
into a more confined 
area and build a swim 
instead of fishing 
for a bite at a time. 
Deploying the same 
tactic as previous 
small high attract 
solid with a small pop 
up that works as a 
wafter effect on a short 
German rig. 

Heavy inlines applied 
with short rigs to 
ensure good quality
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hook holds, over 
a small bed of 
particle, corn, pellet 
and multiple liquid 
attractors. By night 
fall we had landed 15 
carp between us, the 
majority being low 20s 
with the biggest falling 
to me in the shape of 
a stunning 31lb 8oz 
mirror. And it wasn’t 
even properly dark yet! 

That morning I was 
shattered after 
recasting and spodding 
all day and straight 
through to the early 
hours of the morning.  
I laid in bed watching 
the sun creep up over 
the distant tree line, 
feeling very sorry for 
myself but without a 
bad thought present 
just enjoying that 
magical time of day. My 
dad came rushing over 
to tell me someone is 
on their way down to 
pay me a visit. Looking 
quite confused at what 
he was saying he quick 
explained that it was 
someone very special 

to me, someone who 
I looked up to as a 
child and have always 
wanted to meet. That 

person was Tom 
Dove!!!!  This 
immediately made 
my session. Getting 
an opportunity to 
meet and speak with 
someone I have always 
looked up to whilst on 
the bank myself. That 
was enough for me. 
I had had enough by 
this point. More than 
enough. But It didn’t 
stop there.

 The pressure 
plummeted and for 

the first time in weeks 
we had a heavy down 
poor. Grey moody 
skies, strong warm 
winds, warm weather 
and low pressure…. 
the moons had just 
aligned. The action 
carried on consistently 
for us both. After 
every fish went in the 
net the line would be 
cut leaving the fish 
languishing in in the 
deep margins while 
we set about applying 
2 more spods. A fresh 
leader with a rig, bait 
and bag already on 
was attached then 
wrapped and back on 
the dance floor 

Red Letter Session



181
followed by 2 more 
spods. The preparation 
of having spare leaders 
and rigs at the ready 
allowing us to have the 
rod back on the spot 
almost instantly helped 
keep the bites coming 
along with the 2 spods 
before and after the 
cast as this clouded up 
the water and I believe 
got the fish more 
focused on feeding to 
the point they probably 
never even noticed the 
big bag landing on their 
heads. This point was 
proven multiplies times 
after having takes 
whilst the rod was still 
in my hand wondering 
how the bag had even 
dissolved. 

Within 36 hours on the 
new swims we had 
landed more than 20 
20s and one 30 evenly 
distributed between the 
pair of us. 
Then the big girls 
made an appearance 
with a mad flurry of 
fish… my dad landing 
a new PB mirror of 

36lb 8oz followed only 
minutes later by one of 
the biggest commons 
in the lake at upper 
20 on the same rod. 
Midway through taking 
water shots of the 
unit of a mirror my rod 
melted into action. 
After a powerful fight 
kiting right hard and 
trying to bury me in 
the rushes I slipped 
the net under a brute 
of a fish which turned 
out to be a big bellied 
dark linear. This proper 
character weighed in at 
32lb 4 oz. 

Just as I thought 

this session 
couldn’t possibly 
get any better 
yet again I 
was more than 
mistaken. Tom 
Dove returned 
again to see how 
we were getting 
on this time 
accompanied by 
Jake Wildbore, 
just in time for a double 
take. They came 
regularly to see how 
we was getting on as 
they were only fishing 
a hundred yards or so 
away and having a top 
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laugh with people who 
inspired me as a child 
is just something that I 
will never forget. 
By the end of the 
session we had landed 
79 fish between us, 72 
of these being within a 
48-hour period. 
The whole 
session was 
a team effort 
wrapping each 
other’s rods, 
helping weigh 
the fish as quick 
as possible, 
taking it in turns 
on cooking, bag 
and rig tying 
shifts and even 
cooking fresh 

particle on the bank. 
Despite easily going 
through 30k of particle 
plus 5k of pellets we 
never had more than 
20 spods of bait on 
the spot at one time. I 
honestly believe that 

having hardly any bait 
out there with a high 
attract bag produced 
quick bites especially 
the spodding before 
and after each recast. 
Leaving was hard 
when the fishing was 
so prolific but after 
the way the session 
had panned out I was 
ready to leave on a 
high trying to not think 
of the inevitable return 
journey home, but we 
had made memories 
that will last a life time. 

Connor.
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Constructed of 15mm 
diameter thick walled 
carbon, with hard 
anodised machined 
fittings, and an 
attractive 3k carbon 
weave, the RAD 
Angling pod system is 
certainly appealing to 
the image conscious 
anglers amongst us, 
and let’s face it, we all 
like our kit to look good 
on the bank, so this fits 
the bill admirably! Each 
system is supplied 
with the pod base, 
the very heart of the 
system, a set of four 
carbon banksticks, a 
pair of adjustable 3 rod 
buzzbars, and a stylish 
Cotswold Aquarius 
pouch to keep things 
tidy. All in, it weighs 
less than 3lb, so isn’t 
onerous to carry, or 
to pack up, as it folds 
down quickly, and each 
part has its own space 
within the bag to keep 
it safe.  

So, what makes it 
different to all the rest? 
Within the pod system, 

removable grubscrews 
can be sited anywhere 
along the buzzbars. 
This gives the option 
to move things around, 
and fish a ‘single stick’ 
set up, you can even 
dispense with the 
pod base and fish a 
‘goalpost’ array, use a 
single bankstick and 
alarm for that ‘sleeper’ 
rod, or fish as usual 
with a full pod; it does 
the lot, all in one bag! 
You can buy individual 
spares too should you 
misplace 
something, 
and you 
can add 
to the 
‘system’ 
with new or 
additional 
products 
to give 
even more 
flexibility, 
so it is 
‘future 
proof’ 
should 
you need 
to adapt 
to a new 

angling situation. Each 
RAD Angling product is 
completely compatible 
with the rest, so there 
is simply no need to 
buy a completely new 
set up for different 
venues, just add what 
you need to the one 
you already own! 

The pod is fully 
adjustable; a 10mm 
internal solid extension 
within the RAD 
components almost 
doubles the length
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doubles the length of 
each, allowing the user 
to fish uneven banks, 
to fish ‘tips up’, or get 
things level on uneven 
ground. The buzzbars 
adjust too, which 
means that the pod will 
accommodate all but 
the very biggest reels 
on the UK market, and 
the base can be locked 
at any level on the 
bankstick to provide a 
rock solid platform from 
which to fish, so if you 
like your rod support 

low to the ground, 
it works, but if you 
need a bit of ground 
clearance, perhaps to 
help guard against rain 
‘splashback’, then it 
does that too!
 It’s made in the UK 
too, hand built in the 
Rotherham factory 
unit, and RAD Angling 
are so confident in 
the quality of product, 
that they offer an 
unmatched FIVE 
YEAR warranty! Where 
else can you find that? 

Keen to hit the market 
with new options, the 
RAD 3 rod pod system 
is now also available 
in a stylish matt 3k 
carbon, complimenting 
the existing ‘gloss’ 
version, to provide a 
sleek alternative for the 
subtle angler, and the 
flagship XL pod, aimed 
at the European of big 
river angler, is also 
available. 

Find more details at 
www.radangling.co.uk 

3 rod pod system rrp 
£249.99
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Reviewing the 96 
LED lamp 

by Brian Dixon
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Winter is upon us 
before you know it, 
the nights are long 
and dark and daylight 
hours are short… but 
we still fish on, don’t 
we? So, what do we 
do when we land one 
of those stunning carp 
we chase and its dark? 
We want a trophy 
shot don’t we? In the 
past there has been 
a practise of keeping 
fish in slings and nets, 
and we have to say 
this is not a practise 
we condone at all. So, 
what’s the solution?

This week I took 
delivery of the 96 led 
light from FishiUK and 
for me it’s a game 
changer as this one 
piece of kit makes 
a huge difference to 
night time shots. The 
light will illuminate 
your swim perfectly 
for a great night 
shot, meaning the 
pictures will show 
the fish, the captor, 
and surroundings 
beautifully even on the 

darkest of nights.

These lights have been 
around in the camera 
world for a while now 
but FishiUK have 
repackaged it with the 
overnight angler in 
mind.

Upon opening the box, 
you will find ALL the 
bits you need.

96 led lamp.

Interchangeable clear 
and orange magnetic 
covers.

Bankstick adaptor.

Lithium rechargeable 
battery.

USB lead.

3 pin 240v plug. 

The light also features 
on/off switch on top 
and a dimmer on 
the side so budding 
camera fans can get 
the absolute perfect 
shot!! 

The product can be 
bought directly from 
Chris at FishiUK on 
their Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.
com/fishiuk/ and
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this kit only costs 
£16.95, but he also 
does many other 
packages including 
phone holders and 
self-take kits.

This gets 2 thumbs up 
from me, and next time 
I get out I shall follow 
up with some pictures 
and the results for you 
all to see how good 
this is.

Brian. 
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Munch Baits Review
after joining munch baits i new they had two bolies in the range the one i 
was most intrested in for this coming winter is the bird food based one the 
cream seed as it wood be more digestable than the fish meal so this is 
the one ive picked for my fishing this winter the edients  are sourced    to 
provide a broad array of nutritional and attractive properties. Incorporating 
a blend of refined milk proteins, an exclusive combination of milled seeds 
and pulses and a host of diverse nut derivatives. All balanced to ensure it 
offers a complete food source all year round. 

Available in 1kg/5kg resealable 
bags – 14mm/18mm
RRP £9.99/£34.99
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Cream Seed Liquid Food
Manufactured entirely from natural 
nutritious liquids, soluble sweeteners 
and our exclusive milk taste-
enhancer, this completely PVA 
friendly liquid boasts an endless list 
of applications. It can be used in all 
conditions and due to the dense, 
soluble ingredients it will ‘hug’ 
the bottom, releasing a stream of 
attraction.
Available in 250ml bottles
RRP £5.99 

Cream Seed Pop-Ups
Utilising a buoyancy aid 
that’s not normally used 
within the bait industry 
due to its higher cost 
we have managed to 
incorporate the same 
nutritional and attractive 
groups of ingredients that 
make the Cream Seed 
range so effective without 
compromising on buoyancy. 
Super buoyant, needle 
friendly Pop-Ups that will 
stay popped up indefinitely.
Available in 200ml tubs – 14mm/18mm
RRP £5.99
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Cream Seed Washed Out 
Pop-Ups
A mix of 3 subtle colours all 
boosted with the unique Cream 
Seed additives. Utilising the 
key ingredients of the range in 
conjunction with our premium 
buoyancy aid that will keep each 
bait popped up indefinitely.
Available in 200ml tubs – 
14mm/18mm
RRP £5.99

Cream Seed Boosted Hookbaits
These highly concentrated hookbaits are smothered in an enhanced formula to 

create a powerful, instant 
attract hookbait option. 
Used as a stand-alone 
hookbait or in conjunction 
with other Cream Seed 
products, these hookbaits 
will create an intense focal 
point of attraction. The ultra 
tough skin provides a barrier 
against nuisance species yet 
still remains soluble.
Available in 200ml tubs – 
14mm/18mm
RRP £5.99 

Cream Seed Dumbell Hookbaits
These ultra tough Dumbell Hookbaits are the perfect tool for tricky situations, fishing 
at range, nuisance species present or for when rods are left out for prolonged 
periods of time. Manufactured using the same key ingredients used within all our 
Cream Seed products with a few twists to make them naturally tough.
Available in 200ml tubs – 14mm/18mm
RRP £5.99
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Forces Section
dedicated to the brave men and 

women who serve in the British Forces
Featuring - 

Mike Madeley, Adam Croser



The diaries of a short session carper

ARMY and Carp 
Fishing by 

Mike Madeley
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Being Ex Army after 
15yrs service, I’ve 
always felt never 
at one with divvy 
street, and to bring 
the Army and Carp 
fishing together was 
something I just 
couldn’t belive would 
happen.

I’ve always attended 
Carpin4heroes at 
Linford lakes but more 
recently I attended 
Carping4heroes there 
is a difference in the 
name!. It was held at 
Cudmore fisheries and 
the Ex Military team 

won the team event 
which was outstanding, 
but the affiliation never 
stopped there it just 
went to a whole new 
level when I was lucky 
enough to represent 
the Ex Army team 
in the Army Carp 
Championships this 
time at Baden hall on 
Quarry lake, no one 
caught in the 48hrs 
and it was all down 
to a cast off to find 
the winners, I was 
extremely close to the 
target but not close 
enough this time.

I thought that was it, 
until a space became 
available for the Army 
vs UK Fire service in 
a Charity Carp Cup 
match for PTSD UK a 
Charity that is so fitting 
and close to my heart. 
The event was held 
at the lovely Wyreside 
lakes on Sunny 2, it 
was my first time on 
the venue which has 
all the facilities you 
could ask for due to the 
complex being a major 
camp site. 

The 2 gents who put 
this first ever event
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together was Mike 
Brides (Army Captain) 
and Marc Cav ( Fire 
service Captain) and 
they worked tirelessly 
to pull it all together. 
A target of £3000 was 
set to be raised via the 
PTSD UK just giving 
page and a great raffle 
with some top prizes 
donated by various 
company’s was also 
on the go, along side 
this the mega auctions 
of some incredible 
prizes was getting a 
lot of attention, at the 
time of writing this over 

£10,000 has been 
raised which is truly 
amazing.

The event started with 
a little get together 
the night before and 
plenty of good banter 
was flowing, the raffle 
was drawn and some 
good food was had 
(including a few beers) 
before we started to 
head to the bivvys in 
our own little bivvy city. 

The 48hr competition 
started at 1000hrs 
on the Wednesday 

morning with 
markering and 
baiting up, before 
rods in at 1100hrs. 
Confidence was 
high in fact I was 
getting liners 
straight way praying 
it would rip off but it 
never happened, my 
partner for the event 
Harry spodded out 
some fresh hemp 
and corn ECT, but in 
hind sight we more 
than likely fed the 
blinking Tench. 

The 1st night was 
really cold there was 
even some ice on the 
unhooking matts, and 
with clear sky’s during 
the day this pushed 
up the air pressure 
making the fishing a 
big challenge. We tried 
everything to getting 
that bite from zigs to 
fishing tight, different 
coloured hook baits 
the whole lot but it just 
wasn’t meant to be, 
this time anyway.

Mike Madeley
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The score boards 
remained vacant 
throughout day 1, but 
the Fire service soon 
had 1 to put them in 
the lead, that soon 
changed to 3 in total 
all via the Fire service 
who kicked us Army 
into touch lol.

After the hooter 
sounded at 1000hrs on 
the Friday it was over, 
and congratulations to 

the Fire service, on a 
job well done. It was 
nice to see the trophy 
being lifted for the first 
time and it was just a 
great atmosphere, we 
were all there for PTSD 
UK and not only to 
raise money but to also 
raise awareness. Next 
year’s event promises 
to be bigger and better, 
so please keep an eye 
on the Fb media as 
things take shape.

Can I just say a big 
congratulations to Mike 
Bridges and Marc Cav 
on what they have 
achieved,

 Mike 
Madeley
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Army Carp 

Festival 2018
by 

WO2 Adam Croser

Army Carp Festival



200

Army Championship 

The Army Carp Festival 2018 took place at Baden Hall Fisheries, 
Staffordshire.  After deciding to move away from Walthamstow Reservoirs 
in London, this was the first time the event had been held in the Midlands.  
The Army Carp Festival consists of two events held over five days with 
the Army Carpers AGM in the middle.
The first of the events is the Army Championships, where two teams from 
UK Based Group 8, a Germany Based Group 9 Team and an Ex-Military 
Team, who are invited to enter to keep the fire of Army Sports burning 
with all our veterans, all compete against each other. Each team consists 
of six anglers who fish as ‘pairs’.
This year’s Army Championship was held from 1st to 3rd September on 
the Quarry which is Baden Hall’s premier big fish water.  The format is 
simple with the lake divided into A, B and C Sections and a pair from each 
team are then placed in each section, therefore, each team fishes against 
each other in each section, and each pair, are fishing to win their section.
Points are the awarded for the position you finish, i.e. 1st place = 1 
point, 2nd Place = 2 points, 3rd Place = 3 Points, if you fail to catch in 
your section, you’re awarded 15 points for a dry net.  The team with the 
‘Lowest’ amount of points are crowned the Army Champions.  
 
Army Carp Championship Competitors and Baden Mascot 
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The lake map below is the layout used for the Army Championship. 
Section A Pegs 1 to 4
Section B Pegs 5 to 8
Section C Pegs 9 to 12

The match was scheduled to start at 12:00 on the 1st and after a nail-
biting draw where the Ex-Mil Team did very well by coming out first in two 
of the three sections, all the pairs moved to their swims and set up their 
gear…no bivvies’ were required as Quarry has a ‘Cabin’ on each swim.

The competitors were all raring to go for the Championships as the 
lake had produced its first 50lb Mirror only a few weeks before and the 
conditions looked perfect for a fish or two, or so they thought.
At 12:00, the hooter sounded to get the Match underway and almost 
immediately, the ‘Marshalls’ were called in to action to discuss boundaries 
and a few encroachments of them…!! 

This was resolved and there were no further boundary issues throughout 
the remainder of the match.  

It was interesting to see that all the pairs appeared to take different 
tactical and baiting approaches with some opting for fishing single pop-
ups, with or without PVA bags and others going for single bottom baits 
with a few freebies scattered in the general area or small PVA Mesh 
sticks, and some going for ‘Zigs’ at different depths to try and tempt the 
Carp…
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…. One pair decided to put in over 20 kilos on day one and fished two 
rods tight together over the top, in the hope that the fish would move in, 
however, unfortunately for them, this did not have the desired effect..!

Group 8 Section B Pair, who were fishing with Zig rigs, lost a fish within 
the first couple of hours and throughout the match, all the pairs were 
changing tactics, trying everything possible to entice a bite.

Fishing was extremely difficult and on the Monday at 12:00, when the 
hooter sounded for the end of the match, the anglers were left bemused 
as everything they tried had proved to be in vain, and not one fish was 
caught during the whole of the 48 hours.

This could only mean one thing…as there has to be a winner and no 
chance of another fishing match, the championship would be decided with 
the dreaded ‘Cast-Off’.

With everyone packed away, except for one rod, they all came in to the 
main field, where a ‘Casting Target Area’ had been created, using good 
old British Army ‘Mine Tape’..!!

After some interesting ‘casts’, the eventual winners were Germany Group 
9 who proved they were capable of “sticking a lead on a dinner plate”. 
A fully deserved win to what ended a tricky but enjoyable start to the 
festival. 
Group 9 Winners and Pairs winners also from Group 9
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On the Monday afternoon, the Army Carpers AGM was held to discuss 
the 2019/20 season, including new venues and to also confirm the return 
to Baden Hall fisheries for the 2019 Army Carp Festival.

The afternoon and evening were attended by a few industry professionals 
including, Ryan Heaton from RG Baits (www.rgbaits.co.uk) who gave a 
fascinating presentation and in-sight, not in to his company’s bait, but 
on his recent and successful trip to Rainbow Lake in France. A totally 
different way of fishing to the ‘Norm’ and certainly something you would 
not see on any UK waters…!

Rowan Charnick from Elite Tackle (www.elitetackle.co.uk) brought his 
fantastic quality and bespoke Bobbins, Distance Sticks, and Baiting 
Needles to show the lads and also to show he can offer custom engraving 
on any of the items he makes sells…highlighted by an amazing set of 
bobbins custom made for Kev Gourley, a former Royal Engineer, who had 
commissioned a set in the Regiments colours with the Cap Badge ‘Laser 
Etched’ on to each one, in incredible detail. Also, Rowan and Elite Tackle 
kindly sponsored the Section B and Section C winner’s trophies of the 
ICCC (Inter Corps Carp Championship)

We also had Mark Galli from Talking Carp (www.talkingcarp.co.uk), 
the Free Monthly Online Carp Magazine and the only Magazine that 
features a dedicated section for the ‘British Armed Forces’ to showcase 
their catches and write articles about their carping experiences. Mark 
also helped to promote not only this Army Carp Festival and given the 
opportunity for this article to feature in it, but has helped to promote, via 
the magazine and on his Social Media, The Forces Carp Classic and 
Carping4Heroes. He is also an active member of the REME Carpers and 
has fished with them several times.

All the guests were well received, and their attendance was very much 
appreciated. 
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Inter Corps Carp Championship (ICCC)
ICCC Competitors 

This event was held over three of the lakes the Baden Hall complex. The 
Quarry Lake, Bridge Pool and Middle Pool.

These lakes were selected for their varying difficulties of hard, medium 
and a typical ‘runs water’. After the previous forty-eight hours we had just 
spent on Quarry, that grading changed to ‘Extremely Hard’...!!!
The lake maps showing the location of each swim;

Quarry Lake - Section A
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Bridge Pool - Section B 

Middle Pool - Section C 

This match consisted of eleven teams, ten teams from Corps and one 
team of Ex-Military Personnel
There were six anglers per team, again fishing in pairs and there was one 
pair in each section on each of the three lakes.
The match would start at 12:00 on the Tuesday and finish at 12:00 on the 
Thursday. There would be a final presentation and Baden Hall could then 
return to normal….
The teams were waiting patiently for the draw the atmosphere could have 
been cut with a knife as they all knew how important the draw would be in 
getting the right swim, with so many anglers competing and as the draw 
got going, there were lots of moans and groans as each Corps was
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picked out the hat.

As the anglers made their way to swims there was a buzz in the air 
especially from the anglers fishing the Quarry and the Bridge as not only 
did these two lakes hold the bigger fish, Quarry not producing a fish 
in the previous forty-eight hours but with plenty of bait gone in, it was 
anticipated that the twenty four hours rest it had just had could enable it to 
produce some good catches….

The anglers heading to the Middle Pool were hoping for forty-eight hours 
of ‘sleep deprivation’ due to the amount of fish expected to be caught. 
For this one, the Marshalls made a preemptive strike and were already 
walking around the lakes ensuring that boundaries were being observed 
and that all anglers were happy with the layout of the swims.
Again, all anglers were using a wide variety of tactics from fishing singles 
to fishing over beds of bait and even using floating baits to catch the Carp 
off the surface.

The match got off to a great start with fish being caught on the Middle 
Pool within minutes of the hooter. The Bridge Pool produced the bigger 
fish but unfortunately, yes, you’ve guessed it, yet again the varying tactics 
that were employed on the Quarry failed to tempt any of the Carp to feed, 
and yet again, none put in an appearance in the landing nets…!

The fish caught on the Middle Pool came from ‘beds of bait’ and surface 
baits with over 700lb being caught over the match. The tactics on the 
Bridge Pool seemed to be single baits with scattered boilie approach and 
this resulted in three Carp being caught, with the biggest, a lovely Mirror, 
sending the scales round to 32lb 4oz and was caught from peg nine.

The reasons for the lack of ‘action’ on Quarry were strongly debated but 
the general consensus was this could have been down to amount of bait 
put in during the Army Championship or the chosen tactics weren’t up to 
the mark…! (the Quarry produced several of the bigger fish both before 
and after the event, so the weather could have played its part too)

Army Carp Festival
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Over the course of the match Middle pool produced over 700lbs of Carp, 
with the Royal Signals pair catching 231lbs and becoming Section B 
Winners.

SSgt Chris Hancock was the winner of the biggest Common at just over 
19lb and Nathan Green fishing on Bridge Pool with the biggest Mirror at 
32lb 4oz.

At the Final Hooter at 12:00 on the Thursday, the winners of the ICCC 
and crowned the Corp Champions of 2018 were the Army Medical 
Service (AMS), the highest placed serving team….In actual fact, the Ex-
Military Team scored the ‘least amount of points’ which meant they were 
the winners, but although they can lay claim to the prizes, as they are not 
a ‘Corps’, they cannot lay claim to the title…! 

Final Corp Standings

Adam Croser
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ICCC 2018 Champions AMS

Nathan Green from the AMS with is new personal best of 32lb 4oz Mirror 
Carp. 

Pete Robinson Ex Mil with a 29lb 14oz Mirror Carp

Army Carp Festival
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The festival went very well and all personnel who took part in the matches 
were commended by the Baden Hall Fishery owners on their professional 
conduct throughout, and how well the event was organised. On behalf of 
all the Teams involved, I would like to thank Baden Hall Fishery for their 
fantastic hospitality and look forward to seeing them again in 2019 and to 
everyone that supported the event.

The Corps now look forward to running their respective Qualifying Events 
in preparation for their Team Selection to represent them at the 2019 
Army Carp Festival.

WO2 Adam Croser

Bridge 
Pool Pairs 
Winners 

AMS

Middle 
Pool Pairs 
winners and 
ICCC Pairs 
Champions 
Royal 
Signals

Biggest 
Common 
19lb SSgt 

Chris 
Hancock 

RLC

Biggest 
Mirror 

32lb 4oz 
Nathan 
Green 
AMS
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Featuring - 
Alan Beacher, Ben Spill, Daniel Dyble, 

Gary Walker, James Butcher, Joe 
Pearce, Joseph and little Joseph, 

Jurgen Braeckman, Kev Beaumont, 
Les Teasdale, Liam Johnson, Pete Key 

Rob Langley and 
White Springs Fisheries

Catch 
Reports
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Decided last minute to do an over 
nighter down my local canal even 
though the temperature dipped 
to 3 degrees, I was rewarded at 
2.30 am with this 22lb 4oz mirror 
on a ronnie rig, size 8 hook with a 
Rod Hutchinson coconut crunch 
fluro pop-up which I was very 
chuffed about. After that amazing 
fish I settled down for the night not 
expecting any more action when 
at 5.40am my other rod went into 
melt down with my new PB canal 
carp 26lb 2oz and I’m still buzzing 
even now with the new PB. 

Catch Reports

Alan 
Beacher
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Your Name: Ben Spill
type of fish and weight Mirror carp 22lb 10 oz 
Location of catch Horcott lakes 
Info about the catch:  we had a social event over the weekend and we 
decided to hit Horcott lakes as there was a good chance in getting a bite. With a 
big northerly wind hacking and temperatures dropping I decided to fish the centre 
of the lake for many reasons being the angling pressure and out of the end of the 
wind so I though mid lake would be a great start and also seeing a few fish too 
Friday evening. After putting abit of bait out crushed creamy fish boilies from Qc 
baits. My alarm picked up into action the following morning and decided to weed 
me up, so I decided to get the boat out for fish safety and to land it after about a 10 
minute battle on the boat producing this cracking mirror. 

Your Name: James 
Butcher 
type of fish and 
weight Mirror 49lb 
14oz 
Location of catch 
Rk leisure Horton church 
lake 
Info about the 
catch Had her at 
18.5wraps to a hard 
spot with a little gravel 
surrounded by soft silt and 
weed at 2pm when bite 
time was really over the 
fish is called Fingers.
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Catch Reports

Venue: les montautiers - hooked in France. 
Daniel Dyble

 Due to the water clarity being like pea soup, and the carp at the minute 
slowing down for winter, having a small feed here and there my chosen 
hook bait had to be on a high visual approach. At every water some 
colours work better than others so it’s good to have a variety in your 
armoury.Urbanbait have a wide range of high visual pop ups to choose 
from. 
 I set out the spots I was happy with, which wasn’t down to feeling the 
bottom and fishing my rods all on one spot which I usually do to great 
success in the U.K but more to look for signs of activity & feeding as the 
lake bottom was fairly consistent in depth all over. With a lot of silt. 
I chose to put a white hook bait on all three rods due to banking a pearler 
of a mirror at 34.08lb 
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 Fishing a small pop up different ways can sometimes give you an edge. 
The way I fished was a 12mm white nutcraker pop up but due to having a 
heavy hook presentation this allowed the hook bait to change from pop up 
to wafting just over my hook which was nailed on the deck.3oz fox drop 
off lead system,size 4 Angling iron wide gape(extremely sharp) 30lb Fox 
illusion hooklink,size 8 korda QC ring swivel. 
 The Ronnie rig is usually used as a pop up set up, the way I was fishing 
it was absolutely nailing them every time. 
This just shows the small changes to your fishing can make a massive 
difference. 
If that wasn’t enough my success continued on the tweaked Ronnie rig, 
banking a total of 8 fish totalling over 260lb amongst them was these 2 
bangers and also a new Pb for myself. 
46.12lb ,39.08lb Bar of gold ,28.12lb 
I’ve not long been a part of the urbanbait team and having been carp 
fishing for over 16 years I’ve never been so confident on the bank since 
joining the Team. “If your not on it get on it”. 

Regards 
Daniel Dyble

Catch Reports
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Name: Gary walker
type of fish and weight Mirror carp 52lb and new French pb
Location of catch Eden’s lake France 
Info about the catch 
Eden’s lakes was our choice for our 2018 trip
Knowing it was a difficult lake we gave it our best shot and fished hard all week late 
to bed and early morning mists stalking the far margins
Four days had passed without a single bleep until Thursday evening at around 
7.30pm when two single bleeps on my right had rod involved into a screaming one 
toner on my right had rod 
Fishing to a single marker pole in the lake on its left hand side about 75/80 yards out 
Fishing a normal lead clip system with ft of tubing and an 8 in 25lb hook link to a 
size 4 hook 
Bait was a retro baits Meaty G 15mm bottom bait tipped with a piece of plastic corn 
fished on a tight bed of mixed particles and Meaty G chops 
With and hard fight LL the way to the net my good friend mat was ready in his 
warders with the netting duties and she slid into the net 
And smashing my French pb by 33lb with a new pb of 52lb 
This was the only fish off the lake all week so to be the one to have a fish and to 
smash my pb in a large way it’s still sinking in
Regards
Gary walker 

Catch Reports
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Catch Reports

Your Name: Joe Pearse

type of fish and weight 
mirror carp 26lb 4oz

Location of catch 
Cottington Fisheries Kent

Info about the catch 

Joe aged 15 from Suffolk on a 
half term fishing break beat his 
PB by 10lb

Your Name: Rob 
Langley

type of fish and 
weight 29-10 common 
carp

Location of catch 
Sittingbourne Kent
Info about the 
catch 
First night on new 
winter venue. 15 mm 
Rod Hutchinson force 
snowman on a  stroft 
fluoro carbon hooklink 
blow back rig cast 20 
yards to a hard spot.
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Your Name: Liam Johnson 

type of fish and weight 
Mirror carp 29lb 2oz
Location of catch Rainbow 
lake, burstwick 

Info about the catch 

I’ve been having loner all day then 
suddenly it went dead, at 8:55 my right 
hand rod was placed on a shelf that 
went absolute metal right one toner 
,played he fish for about 10-15min and 
knew it was big as it was pulling really 
tight drag then as soon as I saw it I 
knew it was big but not this big, also a 
pb!! 

Pete Key 20lb 
Brooms Cross 

fishery

Catch Reports
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Local community 
anglings, Joseph 
Lee and Son Little 
Joseph on a father 
and son 12 hour 
session at our urban 
park lakes. They 
have been doing 
good on the last 
few sessions on the 
bank, since joining 
the
X STREAM 
FISHING group. 

They both caught 
these lovely 
common carp at 
Sefton Park in 
Liverpool but forgot 
their scales so could 
not weigh them

Catch Reports
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Your Name: Jurgen Braeckman 
type of fish and weight Mirror Carp
Location of catch: France
Info about the catch: First day of the session I had 2 takes .... second 
fish tipped the scale to 25 2kg ... 

Catch Reports
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Kev Beaumont

type of fish and 
weight Mirror 27lb

Location of catch 
Tees Valley Lakes

Info about the 
catch 

Storm Callum 0 Kev 
Beaumont 1 

 Arrived at the lake 
0700hrs this morning, 40 
mph winds gusting to 60 
mph rain horizontal so 
coat on and went for a 
walk thinking are you mad.

First area I wanted to 
check out was the corner 
the wind was belting into 
as it’s a warm southerly 
and with temps 14c at 
0700hrs they might still 
be following it. I gave it 20 
mins and unfortunately 
didn’t see anything to get 
excited about. I’m now 
thinking great they will be 
on the back of the wind 
and feel confident as there 
isn’t anybody else mad 
enough to be out in this.

Bosh  , bang centre of the 
lake 4 ft off the far margin 

a common came out the 
water as I’m approaching 
the peg opposite where 
the fish showed another 
fish head and shouldered 
a rod length to the left of 
the first. Still optimistic 
and thinking my 15+ yrs. 
watercraft can’t be too 
far wrong I headed to the 
opposite end of the lake 
where its sheltered on the 
back of the wind again 
waited 20 minutes sure 
to see a fish and nothing 
apart from the sound of 
another fish boshing out 
in the middle of the lake 
again.

Throwing all good plans 
and expectations out of 
the window and letting 
the fish dictate where I’m 
fishing i began what is 
possibly the worst task of 
setting up in a storm .

Using up what RH KMG I 
had left over from France 
specifically for the cats 
I chopped up half a kg 
mixed with half a kg of 
whole baits and a good 
few handfuls of mixed 
pellet , using my ever 
faithful stripped back hinge 
rig tipped off with a KMG 
bottom bait straight out of 
the bucket finished with a 
golf ball sized pva bag of 

the lethal smelling KMG 
threaded down the rig i 
cast right on top of where i 
had seen the fish show.

Setting up my other rods 
still keeping an eye on the 
water for the next half hour 
i didn’t see another fish 
so opted for a single RH 
Ballistic B bottom bait a 
few rod lengths to the left 
of the other leaving my left 
hand rod up the margin to 
snipe off any patrolling fish 
.

The lake I’m fishing is 
only 3 yrs. old and at 
only 2 acres with 50 
fish handpicked from 
VS Fisheries the growth 
rates have been great 
but there is 1 fish that 
stood out for me during 
the stocking and it was 
a 16lb 8oz mirror with a 
moon crest bang centre 
on its left flank with a set 
of shoulders and big frame 
just begging for beds of 
boilies to aid her growth.  
Checking out recent catch 
reports over the last year 
id not seen any pics of her 
and in fact the change in 
weather has really slowed 
the fishing down with only 
2 fish out in the last 3 
weeks .

Catch Reports
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Putting a brew on as 
always happens my 
middle rod ripped into life 
single toning my alarm 
while my receiver plays 
catch-up, lifting into a fish 
which had taken 30 yards 
of line while remaining. 
deep I knew it was a 
good fish but the added 
pressure with this being 
the first time out with 
the new Dream Makers 
and knowing how much 
backbone they have took 
it easy allowing the fish to 
wallow in the margins until 
I eased its head up taking 
a gasp while the net slid 

under.

Laying the fish in the mat 
this fish was a big unit and 
had a big set of shoulders 
it wasn’t until I rolled her 
over I seen the half-moon 
crest bang centre chuffed 
was and understatement 
and holy moly she’s 
definitely a lot bigger, 
steadying the sling while 
I lifted her up the scales 
went round to a solid 27lb 
dead this fish has put on 
nearly 10lb in 3 years in 
the glorious North East 
which is fantastic and only 
graced the bank twice in 

the 3 yrs she’s been in so 
certainly no mug .

 Its currently 13:50hrs so 
hopefully there is a part 2 

Todays lesson “Nothing 
is ever certain apart from 
change “

Catch Reports
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Your Name: Andrew Taylor

type of fish and weight Siberian Sturgeon 27lb

Location of catch Mineral Lakes

Info about the catch: 

I went to Mineral Lakes in Bedworth for a 48 hour session, during solid 
fishing conditions due to high air pressure, warm daylight hours to 
freezing night time temperatures, I persevered and was rewarded with 
this 27lb Siberian Sturgeon which was caught in a deep channel running 
between the two islands at around 60 yards.
This was my first time out using the Betaine Enhanced Luncheon Meat 
from Mainline Baits, which I would highly recommend, I also lost a very 
big Sturgeon using the Spicy Meat also from Mainline Baits. All in all, 
quality weekend! I used RidgeMonkey end tackle also.

Catch Reports
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Your Name: Graham

type of fish and weight Common Carp 21lbs 5oz

Location of catch Kingfisher Lake - Mousehole Lakes Paddock 
Wood Kent
Info about the catch Setting up on the lake at 6pm Sunday was something 
I was dreading with it being dark and breezy. After 30 minutes I was set 
up and all 3 rods out. I choose to fish open water only 4 1/2 rod lengths 
out with each being a foot apart. I was using 7 inch dark matter braided 
hook link tied knot less knot to a size 6 mugger with 2 x 16mm Nutz 
boilies. I settled down for the night and around 10.45pm my right hand 
rod screamed off. After about 20 minutes I landed a lovely mirror of 16lbs. 
Rod back out on the same spot I settled for the night.... I was woken by 
the sound of a one toner about 6am on my middle rod this time I knew it 
was something special one that may have never graced the bank. After 
35 minutes I see the head pop up and it looked like a very good fish. 
Once landed I put it in the retainer why I called a friend down to help 
take a photo. All set up and ready to weigh it went 21lbs 5oz which I was 
surprised but 
it wasn’t all 
about the size 
of this one it 
was the colour 
and perfection 
of the scaling 
this was one 
that hadn’t 
been caught 
and I was 
more than 
excited with 
having this 
stunner grace 
my net.

Catch Reports
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Name: George

type of fish 
and weight 
26.8 fully and 30 
mirror

Location of 
catch
 Sandhurst

Info about the 
catch

 Having a 
social planned 
down sandhurst 

for a mates stag on a lake exclusive. I wanted to go down a few days before hand to 
get a feel for the place as I had only been there once previously and was years ago. 
I opted for a Wednesday afternoon session and to sit it out until dusk this was to ask 
what had been coming out and from where abouts. Turning up I did a quick lap and 
could see eve n though it was mid week it was very busy. I saw a show out in the 
middle and a swim owning that water was free so I jumped in it as fast as possible 
not having much time on my hands. I chucked out two bright singles and got a nice 
drop on both, I was happy I was fishing and 20 or so minutes lates the left hand 
rod ripped off and I was bent into a yatley carp. After a tough fight being weeded up 
several times I landed a lovely fully scaled mirror. What a result and abit of lady luck. 
Two days later I was back up there for 48hrs and came out 1st in the draw ( again 
Lady Luck had been kind) I opted for the car park swim as knew it was the “going 
swim” for the last few weeks and had been doing a few fish. I put out about 5 spoms 
and fished two on the spot and one about 20 yards off of it as a single thinking that 
it had done me well a few days before hand. It started well with on the first night I 
landed another stunning yatley carp off the bright single hook bait. It was pretty slow 
all weekend until the last morning where the lake woke up and started to produce a 
fare few bites and I landed a small double fingered carp. Always the way it seems 
the conditions are bang on when your packing up. Regardless I was happy with 
the fish I landed that week from Sandhurst and will be back over winter when it’s 
hopeunot as busy.

Catch Reports
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Andrew Shorthouse had a dream final 24hrs 
of his trip to an Essex day ticket water landing a 
29.02 and a UK PB common of 30.01. and then 
smashed his PB catfish with this 101lb beauty

29.02lb 30.01lb

101lb

Catch Reports
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Callum 
Cessford 29lb 

5oz

Davy Jones 
29lb 2oz off 

Jaden’s cabin

Daniel Andrews 
28lb Leather

Davy Jones 25lb 
13oz Leather
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Darren Ned 
Joce 26lb 8oz

Jim Cessford 
28lb 9oz
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Dylan Jones 
27lb 2oz

Ryan Jenkins 
jasper 30lb 6oz

Nick Parker 
30lb
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Dylan Jones 
27lb common

Jim Cessford 
28lb 9oz

Jim Cessford 
28lb 9oz

keath Llewellyn 
27lb 3oz off soil 

shed

Ryan Jenkins 
Two Scale 32lb 

3oz
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Please send your articles and catch reports 
by the 28th November 2018 for next months 

magazine
brian.dixon@talking carp.co.uk

buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk
talkingcarpinfo@gmail.com

The Carp magazine
 for Carp anglers written by 

YOU !!!!!!!

‘The Talking Carp Team’

Brian Dixon
Mark Faulkner

Dave Harnick Snr

Thankyou for reading and as always 
your continued support


