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Hello…and welcome.

Issue 92 is here and jam packed from cover to cover with 
carp fishing goodness for you to read. 

Autumn is now truly upon us…and as I type this I can see 
the trees turning into their awesome Autumn colours and get 
ready to shed their foliage….and we know what that means..
CHOD time is here right now! 

The leaves will soon be hitting the deck and onto the lakebed 
to cause us even more headaches…lol. But rest assured, a 
nice visual pop op placed gently on the bottom of the lake 
picks up all those bonus carp. 

So here is a question for you, our readers… as we are 
curious.

What colour pop ups do you find successful during the 
Autum? White has always been a winner. Yellow we find a 
more summer colour. Maybe a pale pink is your go to pop 
up… or what about a nice subtle brown colour? 
Let us know what colours you fish during the Autumn via a 
quick email and we will pick a winner at random to receive 
a pot of Nutrabaits pop ups to help you put more fish on the 
bank. 

Send the email titled “Autumn colour” and tell us your 
colour choice of pop up and send it to Brian here:-

Team Talking Carp

brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
mark@talkingcarp.co.uk

markcarper@talkingcarp.co.uk

http://www.roddyclips.co.uk
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Talking Point 
Avoiding Mistakes in Angling

Pt2
with Julian Cundiff & Brian Dixon

Welcome back to Talking Carp, issue 92 Jules… and we 
continue on with our chat from last month when we started 
talking about the mistakes that people can, and do, make 
on the bank regularly without thinking twice. We highlighted 
some crackers last month so if our wonderful readers 
haven’t yet seen it then head back to issue 91 and catch up 
on the piece we did.

Bri:  Now here’s a topic we see discussed quite often. Too much bait. 
piling in bait. the old saying goes “you can’t take it out once you’ve put it 
in”...which is so true. But it is a common mistake that many have made, 
and still make daily. How many times have you seen Joe public turn up 
at a peg, spod out 10 kilo, then sit behind motionless rods for 48 hours. 
Could he have made a difference to his session if he had held back the 
bait perhaps?

Jules: Welcome back mate and let's get stuck into part two which 
I hope will be as helpful / insightful as part one . Heck your 
first question is particularly poignant as bait is something I got 
completely wrong just a few days ago. I'd found carp in the shallows 
and with the predicted warm weather to continue got myself 
ensconced in a swim which allowed me to get them coming into and 
out of said shallows. I baited up fairly heavily with my groundbait 
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combination (fishery pellet, Tiger Nut 
Slush and Large Seed Mix) and spread all 
three rods down the ' groundbait line ' . The 
weather changed, it rained and dropped 
the temperature considerably and the carp 
exited the shallows and never returned. 
I managed one just before dark but then 
twenty hours of ' kicking myself ‘. So, 
anything I write is from past and present 
mistakes!

Ha, having just *****d up my last trip with my baiting strategy I'm 
hardly one to talk am I? The more you know a water, the more you 
are in tune with it, the better the conditions are the more bait you 
CAN apply IF your EXPERIENCE tells you it's the right thing to do. 
On a first trip to ANY water, I'll fish and bait for a bite to START 
with even if others are being successful filling it in. They may know 
the water well, be on lots of fish etc and duplicating tactics will not 
(often doesn’t) lead to a duplication of results ! The advent of ' Super 
Waters ' like Drayton, Linear and Norton Disney with all the films, 
blogs and vlogs that a churned out make it seem that you just turn 
up, wrap up , fill it in with pellet, hemp 
and corn and ' fill your boots ' .... not at 
all. Maybe when all the stars align but 
most of the time not a chance unless you 
are an elite level angler who honed his 
trade doing this. For every Maker, Stokes, 
Fairbrass and co making it happen there's 
a LOT more that don’t. Very few sessions 
are ruined through too LITTLE bait but 
many, perhaps even most are ruined by 
too MUCH bait. Other than not being 

Talking point
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on them getting the baiting strategy 
wrong is probably the one that costs 
most anglers results. Singles, stringers, 
small mesh bags, solid bags are a great 
starting point whilst you catch your 
breath, feel your way in and make a 
decision based on what is happening 
rather than what you want to happen.
 
Bri: Preparation is key. That’s what they say....With social media 
platforms such a YouTube, Facebook, Twitter etc... we have never had 
it so good when it comes to information available to us. A few hours a 
week spent learning rigs and tactics, talking to other anglers who have 
fished the waters you are on, or even the simple jobs of having little mesh 
bags of pellets tied ready, or changing the batteries  and charging your 
equipment... it’s all preparation. And it can all pay dividends in the long 
run ?  Do you have your personal checklist of things you do in preparation 
for a session? 

Jules: Because my life has always been a busy one ( work , lady 
friends , family , health , music 
etc) until 2018 when I retired I had 
comparatively little time to fish 
and when I did, I tried to give it 
100% . Most of it was overnighters, 
stolen half days etc so on the bank 
the last thing I wanted to be was ' 
unprepared ' for want of a better 
word. Not having items with me, 
not having rigs tied, bait prepped 
etc was unacceptable especially on 
my shorter sessions. All that **** I 
read about tying rigs up on the bank 
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and being in a state of chaos tended 
to be written by full time anglers not 
those on limited time! Inevitably you 
will be fishing a water you've fished 
before or at least know something 
about so there is no excuse for not 
being prepared. If you are tying up 
rigs, making bags and the like you are 
not watching the water are you? And 
please don't tell me you don't have 
time to do a few rigs, bags, check the 
tackle at home. That all takes an hour 
maximum and if you can't spare an hour then .... you're a busier man 
than I ever was (or kidding yourself!). One thing I have found useful 
is when fishing I have a small notebook and write reminders to myself 
on the session, so I don't forget when I get home. Typical things could 
be. 

' Top up leads / PVA nuggets. More Size 5 multis. Change R4 
batteries. Prep hookbaits. Soak pellets. Change end tackles. Top up 
water. Charge the head torch ' etc. 

Nobody caught less fish by being 
prepared I can assure you! My 
checklist tends to be done whilst 
there and sorted once I'm home. 
Yes I may well need to go inside 
to tie the rigs etc but 90% of prep 
is done once I'm home and in the 
garage. The last thing I want to be 
doing is stressing before a trip.

Bri: Another phrase we have seen
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used and can make a big difference to 
someone’s personal fishing is “being 
deadly”... or in some cases not being 
“deadly enough”. What does that phrase 
mean to you? And how could the 
average angler up his game by being 
“more deadly” when it comes to their 
carp fishing?  

Jules: Always on any of the tuitions 
I've done I stress to the individual 
that the overriding principle I follow is 
very simple ! It's either done correctly 
or it will cost you fish. There's very 

little that's black or white in fishing but ' being deadly is ‘. Virtually 
all aspects of your fishing come under this umbrella but here are 
just a few examples so you can get the gist of what I'm talking about 

There's no such thing as close enough with a cast. Either it's on the 
spot or it's a recast.
There's no such thing as ' will do ' with your rigs. Either you've tied 
it correctly or do it again.
There's no such thing as putting bait out roughly where it needs to 
be. It's either dropping where you want it to be or it's reducing your 
chances.

Carp fishing is a percentage game 
and because of the mass availability 
of information and products 
nowadays most anglers can / should 
be able to fish to a certain level very 
quickly. I call it the 70% mark; the 
hard bit is to make it more efficient 
where those percentages will really 
improve your results ... dramatically. If 

Julian Cundiff
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you cast more accurately, bait up better, feel the lead down properly, 
get there first, stay there later , watch the water more , tie your rigs 
better then in the long run ( heck probably even in the short run ) 
you will catch more . I don't subscribe to ' being different catches 
you more carp ' but I do subscribe to ' being deadly does ‘. 

Hope that helps a little. We all **** up! The trick is to learn from that 
do not duplicate it!

Bri : so, in a nutshell... We all make mistakes . We all learn as we go 
along. But the secret is to make the mistake, learn from it, and move 
forward? 

So, there’s some great advice in there for those who wish to take 
it on board. But at the end of the day, it’s up to the angler. Take 
the advice and move forward...or stay struggling when something 
as simple as swim choice, better prep, a little thought about your 
baiting, can make a huge difference to your catch rate.

Jules: Be lucky and remember, you can catch up with me at any 
time by following me on my media platforms and I look forward to 
hearing from you

Facebook    Julian Cundiff 
Angling  / Julian P Cundiff

Twitter ( X )  @juliancundiff

Instagram    julescundiff1

Talking Point
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To keep upto date with Jules and interact with him, To keep upto date with Jules and interact with him, 

follow him on social media on the platforms listed belowfollow him on social media on the platforms listed below

Julescundiff1Julian Cundiff Angling @Juliancundiff
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Well, here we in October and thus 
far the weather is absolutely mental. 
19 degrees today and 25 this 
coming Sunday! What the hell is 
going on? Anyway, let’s just enjoy it 
while it lasts because will definitely 
be paying for it at some point. 

September was a busy old month 
for me as I had quite a few things to 
attend to, namely supporting charity 
occasions which if I have time, 
always like to support. If my mug 
can help sell a few tickets and get 
people together, especially when 
it comes to angling then I always 
make sure I get there. Besides its 
always nice to meet fellow anglers 
these days especially when social 
media is so unsocial. My first event 
which I’d had booked in since the 
middle of last year was to support 
the brilliant cause Tackling Minds. 
This charity was started by a lovely 
chap called David Lyons as David 
had suffered with mental health 
problems in the past. However, 
David found solace in angling and 
after taking up the pastime found 
himself feeling incredibly better 
and from there got stronger. A few 
years on and he decided to start up 
a charity which helps people of all 
ages get through hard mental times 
via the magic of angling. Now and 
because of Davids quick thinking 

and lots of hard work, you can now 
get a day’s angling prescribed on 
the national health service. David 
has been on TV a few times trying 
to spread the word about how good 
angling can make you feel and has 
had some incredible feedback from 
the media.

So, the event this year consisted 
of 30 plus anglers all fishing at the 
relatively new Tar Farm complex 
which is a lovely intimate water full 
of some spectacular looking carp. 
The weather was incredibly hot over 
the two days with temperatures 
reaching well over 90 degrees, so 
everyone felt the heat. Unusually as 

A month in the life of
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you might expect, the carp played 
well and were more than willing to 
have a feed and over the course 
of the event there were quite a few 
fish landed with a personal best for 
one lucky chap too. My first night 
was slow as I was in a swim that 
was some 25 foot deep in front of 
me which certainly wasn’t exactly 
where I wanted to be. My old pal 
Hassan Khan was in the swim next 
to me but unfortunately, he had to 
leave on the first evening, but I’d 
noticed quite a few carp in the swim 
that he’d vacated. I decided to stay 
where I was for the night but come 
the morning I quickly packed up 

and moved into the swim next door. 
Looking out in the swim, I had a 
big bank of reeds to my left as it 
was the end of the lake. Also, you 
couldn’t walk around that part of 
the lake to bait up so human foot 
fall was zero. After a quick lead 
about I found a nice hard spot just 
off the reeds, so I decided to put 
out 15 Spombs of mainly crushed 
Cell and Link with plenty of smart 
liquid. As well as that I made up 
a nice oily mix of Cell pellet and 
Mainline salmon oil and Spombed 
out around 10 Spombs of pellet 
separately. So, with plenty of bait 
on one rod I decided to roam the 

Joe Turnbull
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other two around the swim as I was 
very confident in the reed rod to 
perform sooner or later. The other 
two rods remained pretty much 
dormant all day but come around 
3pm and in the blistering heat I 
had savage take out of nowhere 
on the reed rod. Not too long after 
a short but powerful fight, the first 
fish was in the net and as I looked 
down all I could see was a lovely 
dark Oxford mirror. Perfect timing 
as the organisers came by so we 
had a quick snap of us, and the 
fish and I promptly slipped the 
fish back to its watery abode. I 
quickly topped up the swim with 

a two spombs of each mix as I 
knew that there were fish about. 
A nice Cell pop up was cast back 
onto the spot and as it went down 
with a thud, I knew instantly that 
it would go off again pretty soon. 
Around 25 minutes went past when 
suddenly the reed rod was away 
again and this time it felt like quite 
good fish. Just as I felt a nice tight 
line on a rather weighty lump on 
the other end, suddenly everything 
went slack, it was gone. Damn it, I 
thought. Anyway, back out with the 
rod and onto the spot. No sooner 
had I clipped the bobbin on, and 
it was away again! Subsequently, 

A month in the life of
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I lost the next three bites on the 
same rod! I couldn’t quite believe 
it! I couldn’t remember the last time 
I’d lost so many consecutive bites. 
So back out, again but everything 
went quiet, and the night was 
drawing in. Soon It was dark, and 
I was doing myself some chicken 
and rice (healthy eating). Not long 
after, I found myself sleeping under 
the stars as it was far too warm to 
put the bivvy up. I laid down and as 
my head hit the pillow and with my 
belly full, I quickly nodded off and 
before long was dreaming of carp. 
The next morning was beautiful 
and as the sun came up over the 
horizon, I looked over onto the reed 
spot and I could see fizzing directly 
over it. Rubbing my hands together 

and with the kettle on, once again 
I knew it was only a matter of time 
before that rod was off again. I’d 
just taken a sip of my tea and sure 
enough the left-hand rod pulled up 
tight before letting out a few sudden 
bleeps. I got this one in this time 
and in the net lay and beautiful 
scaley carp. Up for its photo then 
back in the water as it was time to 
pack up. Everyone had a great time 
and we raised quite a fair amount of 
money too. 
The next event was also a great 
cause run by a few carpers all with 
the same idea in mind and that 
is to get kids outside and on the 
bank. The event is called Kids in 
Mind and was organised to take 
place at Mousehole lakes situated 

in Kent. Myself, 
Leon Bartrop, 
Mark Foster, and 
Hassan khan 
all attended on 
certain days 
but once again 
a great time 
was had by all 
with all the kids 
not wanting to 
go home. The 
ages ranged 
from around 
7-10 and both 
boys and girls 

Joe Turnbull
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were getting in on the action. All 
of the equipment was supplied by 
the charity which included rods, 
reels, line, floats and weights and 
despite many of those going up 
trees (which were all cleared after 
the event) the kids really enjoyed 
their time and all of them caught. 
One kid had his pb of 8lb and 
subsequently took a bucket of water 
for it! All the parents thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves to so if you’re 
looking forward to getting involved 
next year you can find them on 
Facebook. 
Next up was a trip I’d been looking 

forward to for the last few years and 
also my trip up to fish with my mate 
Julian Cundiff. Unfortunately, I’ve 
run out of space, so I’ll have to add 
it into my next piece!
Anyway, have a great October and 
don’t let the winter deter you.
JT

Don’t forget to find me on 

Instagram, 
TikTok, 
Facebook and Twitter.

A month in the life of



2020
Joe Turnbull



2121Carter & CoCarter & Co
The DellThe Dell

by Scott Geezer Grant by Scott Geezer Grant 



2222
The start of May saw me pull into the 
gates of The Dell for a long session. I 
was really excited and looking forward 
to it, I had prepared all my bait, tied 
fresh rigs so everything was as it 
should be and to top it all off, I had 
6 nights at my disposal if needed. It 
was Monday morning and there were 
only 3 anglers on, I walked around the 
whole lake, hoping to see activity of 
which I only saw one fish and that was 
in front of the Ramp, I spoke with the 
other anglers on but none of them had 
caught anything. 
The whole reason I was actually 
fishing on this date, was that over the 

past 2 years the big mirror comes out around this time and it is a fish I 
have been chasing for years, but never had the pleasure of catching. I 
was going all out to hopefully get this fish in my album and ticked off the 
wanted list. 

The wind was a light westerly but was due to go North 
Westerly then the dreaded Easterly, the temperature 
was 17oc today but going down to 13oc tomorrow 
when the Easterly wind hits, this really will put the 
dampeners on it. If I could go back to work and save 
my time I would of, but I am here now so let us make 
the most of it. After some deliberation I decided to go 
into The Ramp, fish my spots and take it from there.  I 
jumped in my van and drove to the furthest point then 
barrowed my gear down to the swim.

I got the bivvy up first as the weather is so 
unpredictable and knowing my luck the heavens will 
open and everything will get soaking wet. An hour 
later I had everything set up, all’s that was left for me 

Carter & Co
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to do was get the rods out. Bait wise 
I was using the ever-faithful Monster 
Tuna, along with crushed boilies, and 
the mighty chillie hemp. Due to the 
weed my rig choice was the chod rig 
with a pineapple pop up, something 
bright and that works. 

With the rods on their spots, it was 
time to sit down with my first cup of tea and watch the water. A couple of 
fished showed but they were past half way towards the opposite bank. 
Later in the afternoon an angler turned up and went in the first airfield 
which is to my left, and within minutes of casting out banked a low double 
common, I started to question myself: had I made the right swim choice? 
Only time will tell. 
Into darkness and I started to get liners, surely the fish are not grouping 
up this early, as the water temperature is only 16oc. I managed to get to 
sleep and was up bright and early the next morning, the wind had eased 
off slightly and because it was an easterly you could feel the difference 
in the air temperature, it felt a lot colder than yesterday. Throughout the 
morning fish were showing every now and then just to my left and just 
off the corner of the island, I did have a little plumb about with a lead 
but there was just dense weed in the areas, so there is no way I could 

Scott Grant
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present a bait, I just had 
to sit on my hands and 
wait. I decided to leave the 
rods for another 24hrs and 
access the situation after 
that. 
Another quiet night was 
had and I was up early the 
next morning it felt cold and 
the daytime temperature 
was 9oc going up to 13oc 

so the Easterly wind was really taking hold, the fish were still grouping 
up ready for the big shag fest. As I sat there drinking my coffee watching 
the water a couple of decent fish showed over the middle rod which sent 
my confidence sky high. But as the wind got stronger the fish stopped 
showing. For most of the day I was getting liners but due to the dense 
weed in front of the swim I could not do anything about it. Just after 5pm 
I wound the rods in and went for a walk around the lake, and stopped off 
for a shower. It was very quiet all round so there was nothing for me to go 
at.

Once back at the swim I rebaited the rods and got them back out to 
their spots, I checked the weather app and this easterly wind is here 
until Friday when it turns to a south westerly a wind that is bang on for 
this particular swim. Again, a quiet night was had and when I woke on 
Thursday morning I was considering to pack up and go home as I felt I 
had wasted my time, especially with the weather against me. I made up 
my mind to give it until 
midday and if nothing 
had happened, I would 
pack up. Like every 
morning I sat there 
watching the water 
drinking my morning 
coffee, fish started to 
show and again over 
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the middle rod, then 
just after 0700 oclock 
the middle rod went 
into melt down which 
made my jump out 
my skin!!! I lifted the 
rod and the fish was 
taking line,  I got it 
under control, I kept 
a tight line as I did not want the fish finding sanctuary in one of the vast 
weed beds. Everything went to plan and before long the fish was nestled 
in the net. Well, that was a relief just when you think it’s not going to 
happen it does. The fish went 21lb 7oz and was a fish known as “Carter” 
aptly named after one of the members passed recently, it was a fish 
purchased by his nephew and was put in the lake last December at 23lb, 
so even though it was down a little in weight it was in great condition and 
I am sure in the coming months it will stack the weight on like the rest of 
the lakes stock has. The fella who was in Island swim “Backdraft” took a 
couple of photos for me then the fish was treated and returned. Well now 
I have a dilemma do I pack up or stay???? Where there is one feeding 
there is more, well that is what I convinced myself of and ended up 
staying on. I got the rod rebaited then back out on the spot, the weather 
started to change and it looked a lot better than the previous days. Later 

Scott Grant
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in the afternoon I wound the rods in and went for a shower, just as I was 
walking back to my swim Matty had just landed a proper unit in “Petes” 
swim. This fish was last caught 2 years ago at 36lb, but now it looked 
huge!! The fish swung the needle round and settled on 46lb 7oz, I took 
the photos for Matty and the icing on the cake, it is his new English PB, 
Dan was also present taking some photos on his phone. With the photo 
shoot over the fish was returned, and for anyone who is interested, Matty 
was wearing his new line of carp clothing which will be hitting the shops 
soon LOL. Matty got to name the fish as it is a new lake 40lber and he 
chose the name “Lodger”.

I congratulated Matty once again before making my way back to my 
swim, I got the rods baited and straight out on their spots in readiness for 
the night ahead. Well after a quiet night I decided come midday I would 
be packing up and heading home. So, after my morning coffee I started to 
pack up and come midday the van was loaded and I was heading home. 
Looking back on the session I should have raked the swim, creating some 
areas where I could present a bait in, but hindsight is a wonderful thing. 
Never the less I still managed a fish and a good fish at that so overall I 
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had to be happy. 

The following week I was back over for 48hrs, the weather had improved 
somewhat and the big mirror still had not been out, this fish is over 50lb 
for sure. I arrived just after 0900 there were only 2 anglers fishing, 1 
was in the Point and the other in the Ramp. The wind was south/south 
westerly, pressure was 1011 and the daytime temperature was 18oc with 
12oc at night, my god what a massive difference from last week. 
I opted to fish a swim known as “Gerpins” it’s to the left of the Ramp and 
on the end of a South Westerly wind. With the camp set up all that was 
left to do was get the rods out. Due to the vast amount of weed, I fished 
all rods with chods, hook baits were the faithful pineapple pop ups, fished 
over a mixture of Monster Tuna boilies and Chillie hemp. Late afternoon 
I received a few liners which told me there were fish in the area, which 
is always a good sign. As it got to the evening the liners subsided. After 
a lovely hot meal, I settled down for the night, and boy did I have a good 
night’s sleep. 

I was up at 05:00 oclock, the kettle went on and the lake looked bang 
on for a take. I kept watching the water for any signs of life but the fish 
refused to show themselves, then at 06:30 the middle rod burst into life, 
the fish was stripping braid and I knew straight away it was a good fish, 
after a minute or so I managed to get the fish under control, only for the 

fish to go and weed itself 
up!! Everything went 
solid, I put the rod back 
in the rest and loosened 
the clutch just enough 
for the fish to take braid 
when it wanted to. An 
hour later the fish started 
to take braid I lifted the 
rod and managed to get 
some movement but only 
for the fish to find yet 
another weed bed!! This 
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was getting a joke, and 
again I put the rod back 
in the rest and gave 
one of the bailiffs a call. 
Mark came over in the 
boat some 30 minutes 
later, I grabbed the rod 
and the landing net 
I jumped in the boat 
already wearing my 
life jacket, I started to 
wind towards the fish 
and once above it Mark 
grabbed the braid and 
gently eased the fish 

up and after a massive kick the fish was gone!! I was gutted and severely 
pissed off, Mark did not say a word and just took me back to my swim. 
I checked the rig which was absolutely fine, so I rebaited the rod and got 
it back out on the spot with a generous amount of bait. The weather was 
overcast and when the sun did make an appearance it felt so warm, the 
water temperature was up to 16.4 degrees so a few more degrees and 
the fish will start to spawn, I am sure. 

Just after 3pm My good mate Mark Yung who was fishing the White 
Bag swim banked a scaley banger of 28lb 8oz mirror, he also banked a 
smaller mirror of 21lb later 
in the afternoon. Which 
funnily enough turned out 
to be a fish named “Carter”. 
Backdraft managed a low 
double stunner from the 
point, so the fish were 
definitely feeding. Later in 
the evening the wind got 
stronger and you could 
feel the change in the air 
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temperature, then the heavens opened and boy did it come down, it was 
torrential, it lasted for a few hours then the rain subsided. I retired to bed 
early with the hope I would get another chance.

At 05:00 oclock my alarm went off and just as I sat up the middle rod was 
away, I scrambled out the bivvy and lifted the rod, the fish was still taking 
braid, but it was not long before it was under control, I kept the rod high 
and I was not giving the fish an inch, I kept the pressure on and after a 
further few minutes the fish was in the net. I let out a huge sigh of relief 
and was happy to get this fish in without any dramas. I looked to my right 
and Neil had also just landed a fish, it was all kicking off. Neils fish turned 
out to be a scaley 33lb 8oz mirror, and my prize was a fish known as 
“Abigal” at 27lb 12oz. Neil took the photos and a good job he did, the fish 
was then treated and returned, I then got the rod straight back out on the 
spot, there is always a chance it could go again. 

A couple of hours later I was packing up and heading for home, a mixed 
emotions session for me as it was still nagging at me the fish, I lost was 
a goodun. But that is fishing, especially when fishing weedy waters. No 
doubt I will be back soon for another go and hopefully I can bag the one I 
really want.

Scott Grant
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Until next time.

I would like to thank the following companies for their products of which I 
use in my fishing. 

www.a2baits.co.uk 
www.deceptionangling.co.uk
www.Katran.co.uk 
In the Margin Particles (Facebook)
www.castawaypva.co.uk 

If you would like more information on becoming a member of The Dell 
contact Michael Prior on 07768-124462 he will be more than happy to 
help.

The Monster Tuna boilie range along with pop ups, dips etc is readily 
available at your local stockist, or visit the A2 baits website for the full bait 
range. Also available is the brand new “Jacko” pops www.a2baits.co.uk 
Hook links, Mainline, leaders, braided mainline and a whole host of 
various end tackle have a look at www.katran.co.uk you will not be 
disappointed.

For the sharpest and strongest hooks, plus the ready tied “Ronnie rigs” 
that do not cost a fortune, plus an array of quality end tackle have a look 
at www.deceptionangling.co.uk  you will not be disappointed.
If you want to order the best chillie hemp by a country mile have a look at 
“In the margin particles” on Facebook, or call Matt on 07739-961966.
For all your PVA needs head over to the brand-new Castaway website. 
Where you will find an array of PVA products that can help you in your 
fishing. www.castaway-pva.co.uk

Stay safe and remember its only fishing. 
Scott “Geezer” Grant 

Carter & Co

http://www.a2baits.co.uk
http://www.deceptionangling.co.uk
http://www.Katran.co.uk
http://www.castawaypva.co.uk
http://www.a2baits.co.uk
http://www.katran.co.uk
http://www.castaway-pva.co.uk
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Great Linford Lakes

Thursday the 31st of August sa
w me once again on the road with a 
4-hour drive in front of me, heading 
down to Milton Keynes, and to a 
water I’d never even heard of, in 
fact there was so little known about 
the lake it was hard to do any 
research, even after reaching out to 
a few friends I was struggling to get 
any details.  

The water was part of Great Linford 
Lakes, a massive complex with 
about 7 lakes, and we were lucky 
enough to get to fish the syndicate 
lake. The event was the Ex-Military 
Inter Corps Carp Championships 
(ICCC), yep another match, why do 

I do it?  With so little known about 
the place, I didn’t even know how 
big the water was, and factually I 
still don’t, all I knew was there was 
going to be 30 anglers, doubling up 
in single swims, a weedy water with 
quite a low stock but with a 40 to 
go at, so that got me in a right tizz, I 
packed almost all my rods to cover 
all situations, I had a menagerie of 
baits, lines and end tackle to make 
sure I had the right gear for any 
method needed.

But before the event was due to 
start there was the social and BBQ 
that night, and wow, did it go down 
a treat, 30 Ex Military boys and 
girls enjoying life to the full.  I even 
dropped in to see Steve at Future 
Carping and Lockdown Tackle and 
Baits for a chinwag, it gave me a 
break on the way down, I came 
away with a One More Cast, Magic 
Twig, just so we could all discuss it 
that night.

I left the discussion unfortunately 
a little too late into the evening 
events, with one or two too many 
ciders and beers involved, it got 
a little heated to say the least.  
What I will say, there were a few 
very good points and a couple of 
not so good points, my view, do 
you really want to know?  OK, I 
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believe that Ali and his team will 
have tested it to the full, he is a 
very astute guy, he would not bring 
out a piece of tackle that was not 
fit for purpose.  Is there a place 
in the market for it? yes probably, 
would I use it?  Well, I would give 
it a go in the right situation.  One 
thing I will say, is that is very well 
made and the packaging is really 
smart, all recyclable, as is all his 
packaging……. OK back to the 
event.

On arrival at the lake, and before 
the BBQ I walked round the lake 
twice to get the feel of the place, 

and gave each swim a score out 
of 5, as I always do.  My fishing 
partner for this event Simon Leigh, 
who I had never fished with before, 
was not turning up until the Friday 
morning, so the pressure was on 
me to get the peg information as 
best I could.  But after a couple of 
laps of the lake I felt I had an idea 
of where we should fish……..if the 
draw…..yep another draw, went our 
way.

Friday 1st of September saw 30 
anglers eagerly waiting for the draw 
to take place, we were all in pairs, 
and we all belonged to certain 
Corps in the Army when we served 
Queen and Country, Simon and I 
were in the Royal Logistic Corps 
(RLC), the only 2 from the RLC, 
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some Corps had 2 pairs, this was 
going to be hard.  The draw was 
very nail biting, but eventually our 
ball was picked out of the bag, 
on the 11th time of trying and we 
picked Swim 11, The Canopy, which 
was actually my third-choice peg, 
so with half the pegs gone I was 
well pleased that we got that 3rd 
choice.  Tell you what, it was a hell 
of a barrow push to the peg, so 
muddy and soft, but we got there in 
the end.  After a bit of pruning, we 
managed to get 2 bivvies up in the 
swim, but it was very intimate to say 
the least, we were even struggling 
to get 2 pods on the front, but 
managed.

After leading around, I managed to 
find a cleanish spot just in front of 
a massive weed bed, at about 18 
wraps, we were only fishing 2 rods 
each, and after further investigation 
with the lead, I decided I would put 
both my rods on the front of the 
weed bed as there was nothing else 
really to go at.  I was told over a few 
ciders the night before that the lake 
was jam packed with big Bream, so 
under no circumstance use pellet or 
particle, boilie and chops was to be 
the way forward, luckily I had plenty 
of boilie with me, I had the Karper 
Ltd Shrimp and Garlic (SG), all 

glugged up, some whole and some 
chopped, I had never used the SG 
up to this point, so was excited to 
give it a go.  I’d decided after the 
lead around that my chosen spot 
was clear enough for a Ronnie rig, 
but not clear enough for a wafter, 
so a few Ronnies were crimped 
up ready for action, once again I 
was using Terminal Tackle UK end 
tackle with the Advanced Wide 
Gape hooks size 4 Barbless being 
my choice, as the rules stated that 
only Barbless hooks are to be used.  
Some of the rules at the water were 
mind boggling. So you could use a 
braided main line because of the 
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amount of heavy weed, but you 
couldn’t use a shock leader, I had 
30ft of braided shocked leader on 
my spools, on asking if this was fine 
I was told NO, no leaders, I tried 
to explain that my shock leaders 
were made of braid, and if you can 
use braided main lines…what’s the 
difference, but once again I just got 
a shake of the head.  Now, if the 
water is so weedy that you can use 
braid, the next bit totally flummoxed 
me, you were not allowed to drop 
the lead…..what? These are the 
problems when waters are run by 
Match Anglers…..clueless, away I 
got on with things as best I could.
There was a massive collection 

of heavy weed right in front of us 
that would make landing a fish 
impossible, Simon decided to get 
the waders on and do a bit of weed 
clearance with his landing net 
handle, whilst I took my particle 
and pellets back to the van, on 
my return Simon was ranting and 
raving, on asking what was wrong, 
he stated that he had got a telling 
off for wading, and after explaining 
that he was just clearing some 
weed to allow the carp to be landed 
safely, he was told NO WADING, 
END OF…….
So not the best of starts to be 
honest, and my slight hangover 
wasn’t helping matters, but as the 
hooter went, we got the rods out 
and had a brew and a chinwag.  It 
was nice to be fishing with someone 
who I didn’t really know, with fresh 
ideas and some funny stories.  The 
first afternoon and evening were 
slow with a few Bream for me, 
and yes even landing them was 
very difficult, but unfortunately we 
managed….lol.

With dawn breaking, my right-hand 
rod went ballistic, with a clear one 
tone run, then silence.  Looking 
at the tip of my 13ft Sonik Gravity 
XFW there was a slight bouncing 
going on, so I picked the rod up 
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and bent into weed, but there was 
a little bit of movement, so with 
some steady pressure I slowly 
pulled whatever was on the end 
out of the weed bed, this was really 
hard going, my complete line was 
covered in weed, and I was trying to 
drag this massive ball of weed the 
best part of 60 yards towards me, 
thank the Lord I had Katran Crypton 
line in 17lb on my spools, with very 
little stretch, but enough to cover 
any lunges and with my TTUK end 
tackle I knew who was going to win 
this fight.  Eventually I got the ball 
of weed, which had given me a few 
reassuring twitches close enough 
for Simon to get the net under the 
whole weed ball.  On starting to 
clear the weed in the net I saw a 
Carp dorsal fin, YES, YES, YES, 
the relief of not catching another 
Bream was almost overwhelming.  

The Carp was beautiful 
Scaley Mirror at 14lb 12oz, 
now not the biggest carp in 
the lake, however with all 
the crazy rules and dramas 
we had had just 20 hours 
before it made our day, it 
really did, and it put us on 
the score board, and it was a 
September carp….so I’d up 
to this point caught a carp in 
every single month this year, 
hey you try and do that, only 

October, November and December 
to go……….

After a few more Bream, that was it 
for us, but we had a wonderful time 
on a testing water, with some crazy 
rules, 30 anglers, so 60 lines in the 
water at once, and I had caught on 
the SG Karper Ltd bait, Karper only 
do 4 baits and I’d now caught on all 
of them, confidence is key in Carp 
fishing, and if you’re confident in a 
bait, well that’s 50% of your worries 
solved……what’s next? 

Norton Disney, Pettitts Lake

Three days after Great Linford 
Lakes saw me back at Norton 
Disney, fishing in a 3-day Army 
event, once again it was an Inter 
Corps Carp Championship event, 
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but this time I’d be representing the 
Ex Military boys, pitching ourselves 
against serving Army boys, jeez, 
they looked so young.

The event was hard going, the 
competition was taking part on 
Pettitts, Turners 
and Billy’s lakes, 
with every swim 
taken, once 
again with 2 
anglers in each 
peg, it was crazy.  
The weather 
was roasting 
and not a lot 
had come out 

of the complex for the past few 
weeks, and unfortunately this was 
to continue.  I was fishing with Mark 
Garrett this time, and once again 
I’d never fished with him before, 
but he’s a nice lad with loads of 
enthusiasm, and a good caster, so I 
had no worries in his abilities.  
The draw for this one went to plan, 
and we chose Pettitts peg 7, I’d 
fished in peg 6 before and across 
from it peg 2, so I had a good 
starting point, it was going to be 
long chucks, 27 wraps for 3 days, 
hey I’m not getting any younger, 
but held my own against the young 
boys.  I’m not going to drag this 
out, about 6 fish were caught on 
Pettitts and Billy’s, so not great, we 
never had a single touch…..damn 
you high pressure!  We tried zigs 
and bottom baits, but we could not 
make the Carp feed, no one could, 
it was very frustrating to say the 
least, but we can’t win them all. It 
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was a fantastic event and we really 
enjoyed mixing with the Army boys, 
what a fantastic bunch they were, 
and one day they will join the Ex 
Military Carp Group, the future is 
bright……. let’s move on!

Charltons Pond

With a 2-week trip to France in 
early October planned, I was 
hoping to have a couple of weeks 
at home, doing the jobs around 
the house that really needed 
doing, yeah I know, I’ve said this in 
previous articles, but you know how 
it goes, I’d had my butt kicked at 
Norton Disney, so I needed a pick 
me up. 

A post came up on Facebook 

about a match at Charltons Pond 
(Charlies), a park lake 5 minutes 
from my house, it holds nothing 
big, there’s about 7 or 8 20’s and 
loads of doubles and smaller.  So, 
I decided to have a bit of a laugh 
and do the match, it was only 24 
hours which generally I don’t do, 
but what the hell.  I’d just received 
a new liquid that Ken Dack and I 
have been working on at Karper 
Ltd since October last year and felt 
we had the blend right, so it would 
be a good chance to try it out on a 
relatively easy water.

Saturday 23rd of September saw 
me sat in Charlies carpark with a 
nice Greggs Bacon Roll and Latte, 
yummy.  The boys started to turn up 
and the banter started to flow, we 
don’t often get together, and we had 
all been fishing here for the best 
part of a decade, so we all knew 
each other.  The draw was to be 
at 9.30am, and with a few leaving 
it to the last second as usual, we 
eventually got the draw going, a 
few minutes late.  I was quite far 
down the draw but managed to pick 
peg 19 out of the hat, well happy 
with that one, I’d fished it dozens of 
times and knew the marks.

After a long barrow push, thank 
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heavens for my power barrow, I 
was still as fresh as a daisy…..
well I was sweating like a crazy 
thing, time to take a few layers 
off me thinks.  The lake is about 
7 acres and is stunning, the pegs 
are immaculate and there are no 
real snags, the only issue being the 
dying weed beds, but let’s face it 
they would hold Carp.

I clipped my Marker rod up to 18 
wraps and cast out towards the 
gable end of a house behind the 
far bank, this is a mark I’ve always 
used on this peg, the actual spot 
is between 17 and 18 wraps 
depending on the winds, so hitting 
the clip I felt the weed straight 
away, but with one drag back I 
felt the bottom change to a slight 
rumble, that the spot, I clipped 

up and got my distance 
sticks out, perfect 17 and 
2 thirds, nice and easy.  I 
took the lead off and got 
my medium Spom looped 
to looped onto the line.  I 
got 10 Spods onto the 
mark, my Spod mix was so 
simple, Hemp, Sweetcorn 
and chopped Karper Ltd 
Sweetcorn Boilies and 
some Sweetcorn Energiser 
Syrup and Oil……just as 
I put my 10th one out I 

noticed that the carp were all over 
the surface, taking some floating 
Hemp and Sweetcorn husks….I 
couldn’t ignore them, it would be 
a day for the zigs, I’m glad I had 
made 20 PVA Solid bags up the 
night before, after changing all the 
hooks from Barbed to Barbless!
Realising I needed to make a cloud 
with my mix I frantically checked 
my gear to see if I had anything 
with me that would work, but alas 
I had scaled everything down for 
this match, so run back to the car 
and went home to grab my favorite 
cloud maker……. Evaporated Milk 
and Condensed Milk….perfect. 
On return to the swim, about 12 
minutes after leaving it lol, I got the 
milk into the Spod mix.  I quickly 
made a 4.5ft zig up, it’s brilliant 
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when you know the water and the 
depths, makes everything so easy.  
So with a bit of cork glugged in the 
first of my 3 new test liquids, each 
one being a different viscosity, but 
with the same flavour blend, with 
number 1 being the thickest.  I 
knew that it could get quite hectic 
when the carp are on the zigs, so 
decided that I would still fish one 
rod with a Solid Bag, hey, I’d done 
all that work the night before, not 
only that, I knew I’d be spodding 
a lot and the mix would end up on 
the bottom, so would be baiting the 
spot for when the carp dropped 
down.

I was talking to my buddy Carl 
just after the hooter went off, he’d 
already cast out and was pegged 
about 10 yards away, in peg 18, but 

with me going home for 
my Milk I was a couple 
of minutes behind.  My 
bag went out fine and hit 
the clip, I picked up my 
zig rod and cast it to the 
same mark, this would 
be my right-hand rod.  I 
was just telling him about 
the time I had a run 
whilst the rod was still in 
my hand at Linear B2 a 
few months earlier, when 
would you believe it, the 
same thing happened, I 

was holding the slack line in my left 
hand just sinking it, with off it went, 
incredible, anyway I landed a 12lb 
Mirror, what the chances.

The matches on Charlies are the 
Biggest Fish Wins, with a small 
prize for second biggest.  So I was 
winning with 12lbs…great days.  My 
second cast took about 10 minutes 
before it went, and after 4 spods on 
top, this one was 14lbs, yep I’m still 
winning, first and second place.
After my re-cast I had Gary in my 
swim wondering how I was catching 
almost at will, and he hadn’t had 
a single touch from peg 20, when 
my zig rod was away again, whilst 
playing it, my bag rod went into 
meltdown, not thinking straight I told 
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Gary to hit it, he stated if he did it 
wouldn’t count, I was blasé about it 
and told him to crack on.  I landed 
my carp, once again about the 12lb 
mark, I slipped his net under my 
Solid Bag fish, would you believe 
it, it was over the 20lb mark, and it 
wouldn’t count……gutted.
I re-cast both rods and got some 
more Spods over the top.  By about 
5pm I’d had landed 8 Carp, and lost 
3, so decided on the next re-cast 
I would move to Liquid 2, which 
I did.  I landed another 2 on the 
Solid Bag rod, so decided to switch 
my zig rod to Solid bags, injecting 
them once again with the liquid.  
The next few hours were mental, 
and before midnight I was up to 13 
carp, and I was starting to get into 
some slightly bigger ones, around 

the 15lb mark.  So, 
it was time to switch 
liquids again, this time 
number 3.  I had to 
make more bags up, 
what with the number 
of Carp I was catching 
and miss-casts I 
was running short, 
by about 1am I was 
all good to go with a 
bucket full.
The night continued 
in this manner with 
no sleep, hey this 
was supposed to be 

a fun match, I was knackered lol.  
When the hooter went at 11am on 
the Sunday morning, I’d landed 21 
Carp and lost 3, needless to say 
with my biggest carp at just over 
15lb I didn’t win. Gary in peg 20 had 
landed a 19lber just before dark the 
night before, and was the biggest, 
well, the one he landed on my rod 
was the biggest, but we will let that 
one slip passed unnoticed……yeah 
right!  Craig on peg 3 got second 
place with a 16lber…. his only 
fish……..I was well pleased for him!
I enjoy these matches, great fun, 
lots of Carp and you can test 
different methods and baits.  The 
liquid testing went very well and 
it was great to land so many with 
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it, coming up with a new 
product is exciting and 
can be very rewarding, 
and with a year of testing 
I believe we are nearly 
there, I’m not going to tell 
you what one was best 
for me, that would be 
wrong, but let’s just say, it 
will be heading out to our 
Consultants and Team 
members for a bit more 
testing before we 100% 
decide on the viscosity…..
but I’ve got my favorite.

So what’s next?

I’m off to France with a 
week at Jason Webb’s 
Lake, Etang du Manoir in 
Brittany, followed straight 
away with The Forces 
Carp Classic at Abbey 
Lakes in the Champagne 
Region, 2 weeks in 
France, mind you I need 
it, I still haven’t caught my 
50lber this year…… who 
would be me?

Make Your Next Cast 
Count

Rod. 

Rod Bird
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I have been using solid Pva Bags since 
the early 80's and have had great 
success over the years.  However the 
modern day angler seems to have 
forgotten this very useful approach.  
They can be used in all sorts of different 
circumstances, from range to margins 
fishing and it's still a great way to 
present a hook bait in weed.  Over the 
past couple of years, I have found that 
a solid bag dropped into the margins is 
a perfect way to catch carp.  The added 
bonus is that you can add neat liquid 
into the bag as an instant attraction, 
I like to fish in tiny margin swims for 
a few hours.  This instant release is 
possibly better than the slow release 
you get from soaking boilies or pellets 
in liquids and then putting them into a 
bag.  I am also a fan for making up a 
load of mesh bags and soaking them 
for a month or two. This method can be 
time consuming but worth the effort.  I 
have found that a mixture of soaked 
boilies and pellets (with the added boost 
of a mixture of Minaminos & Betafin 
liquids), in the bag has given me great 
confidence.  Last year it was a great 
success with my margin fishing.

This particular swim is one of my 
favourite margin swims on one of the 
lakes I fish at the moment.  It has 
produced some stunning carp for me.  I 
am only lowering the bag just off to the 
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left hand bush which is about 3 foot off 
the bank.  I just sit back and wait for 
the rod to burst into life.  I was putting 
the rod on the floor but found that my 
concentration would wonder towards 
looking at the wildlife.  When the rod 
was away, the fish would gain too much 
ground, even with the clutch fully done 
up.  So, I started using a buzzer which 
would bring me quickly back to reality.  
This resulted in my catch rate going 
up, as I could gain control of the fish 
before they got under the overhanging 
branches.

I always like to start off the bag with a 
layer of pellet and a dusting of ground 
bait, this is then mixed in with my pellet 
mix.  I do this for two reasons, firstly it 
helps to make a nice firm base to the 
bag and secondly I put the point of 
the hook into the bottom of the bag, I 
fold the corner over to hide the hook 
point.  Next (depending on how long 
my session is) I use only broken boilies 
for short trips and a mix of broken and 
whole boilies for longer sessions.  This 
makes sure there is always bait around 
the hook bait, as an attraction for the 
carp is always useful.  The nuisance fish 
will always start to nibble at the broken 
boilies and then they are soon gone.  I 
then add my liquid - I use a mixture of 
Minaminos and Betafin plus Spotted 
Fins food dip, this I keep all mixed up 
in one bottle.  The bag is then topped 
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up with a little more 
pellet and then a pva 
cable tie is use to tie it 
up.  This helps to keep 
the bag secure for the 
big long range casting.  
For dropping them in 
the margins, there is no 
real need for even an 
underarm flick out.  Also 
the cable tie helps when 
using safety rig clips as 
apposed to helicopter 
style rigs or even putting 
the rig completely in the 
bag as they occasionally 
get tangled up.  The 

method I use competently eliminates this from ever happening.  I have 
found also that if you nick the hook point just off the corner of the bag, 
you can then fold over the corner and this will protect the hook point from 
getting caught up in any under water obstacles.

This year I decided to adopt this method in my everyday fishing.  Last 
year the swans were particular bad, the lake is very shallow and they 
would spend hours just trying to pick up your bait.  At the time it was very 
counter productive and affected my confidence in getting a take.  They 
would just home in on your spot, clear as much as possible and keep 
returning to check if you had topped it up - it was just an impossible 
situation.  The wild life on here can be particularly bad, to the point that 
when the water is clear, even the seagulls have learnt that they can dive 
down a pick up freebies off the lake bed.

This year I am going to bait up as I left the lake, not just in my swim but 
any other I feel the fish have been feeding in.  Or areas that they may 
be held up in.  The idea being the carp get a taste of the boilies and they 
would be searching for them.  I also am going to have to be very mindful 
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of other anglers as I feel that baiting up around people is just not the done 
thing.  The thought process behind this is a single bag and a few pouches 
of boilies would be less of an attraction for the swans and other wildlife 
and more of an attraction for the fish.  It was a slow start on the lake (as 
it always is) due to the lake being closed for 6 months each Winter and 
the fish revert back to their natural food diet.  But once I had been running 
around baiting up three times a week for the first month, things started 
to all came together and go my way.  I managed 8 fish in April and then 
in May, it all kicked off with 2 30's and 8 20's all in the space of a month 
and half.  The best nights fishing for sometime was on the night of the 
amazing thunder storm.

This resulted in 10 fished banked, 2 fish lost and the biggest being this 
lovely 27 lber.

There was certainly not much sleep had that night but well worth the effort 
and I just love being out on the bank in a thunder storm.  Obviously being 
mindful the lightening, lucky most of the storm past around the lake and 
not overhead.
This certainly goes to show that some of the old methods can still be used 
within modern day angling situations.  The results can be very rewarding 
indeed.

Richard

Richard Handel



5050



5151Keeping Things Real… Keeping Things Real… 
Andy MurrayAndy Murray



5252
It’s kinda funny how life 
can throw you curve 
balls occasionally 
heh? It’s been quite 
a few months since I 
put pen to paper so to 
speak. My last article 
appearing here in April, 
back then I had quite a 
plan for the late Spring 
and early part of the 
summer both travel 
and fishing wise, then, 
without any warning 

things went a bit pear shaped at home, that put paid to most of my plans 
for a few months. 

Sal’s health took a turn for the worse very suddenly one Friday evening in 
late April. After a trip to A&E she was sent home with some painkillers and 
a referral to see a specialist, despite my offering to tell the doctor what I 
thought might be wrong with her (what do 
I know!). 

On the Sunday morning 2 days later, I 
was due to go fishing for usual 2-day 
trip, Sal was much worse, she was being 
sick, had a fever and very definitely 
very poorly! She told me to go fishing 
and that she would stay in bed, luckily I 
ignored her and insisted we go back to 
the A&E, this time they took us seriously 
and she was immediately diagnosed as 
being critically ill, the Doctor we saw this 
time said if I had left her much longer it 
would have been too late….she spent a 
week in Intensive Care on intravenous 
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Antibiotics and was booked 
in for major surgery, which 
would take place once 
the inflammation from the 
infection had passed. 

Sal has now had the 
surgery and is on the mend. 
There was an impact on a 
lot of our plans. Our trip to 
France was cancelled and 
my own fishing trips were 
affected for a few months, 
which is to be expected. 

After a few weeks I started to get out fishing again, when I felt she was 
well enough to be left alone. But I really didn’t feel like doing any writing 
at all, I just felt like I had lost a bit of my mojo. 

An ongoing issue we have been having to deal with as well as that my 
Mum who has been deteriorating steadily with Alzheimer’s over the last 
year or so was on the verge of having to go into care. That has now 
happened and we have had to clear her flat of a lifetime of belongings, 

which was a very hard task 
for all of us emotionally, so 
from a personal point of view, 
it’s been a tough old spring/
summer, and as I have said 
before many times, that as 
much as I love my fishing and 
it is a big part of my life, family 
must always come first. The 
carp will be there another day, 
family might not. These days, 
I try to make sure I spend time 
with my family, particularly 
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my Grandsons, to try and 
impart some knowledge and 
wisdom, as well as having a 
bit of fun. The youngest is a 
keen rugby player, so I get 
along to matches, play football 
with him and also spend time 
playing games such as chess, 
cards, dominoes etc. The 
older one is into powerlifting, 
at 15 he is already stronger 
than I have ever been, we 
visit a few Strongman events to give him encouragement, he will be 
competing this Autumn for the first time, which I am really looking forward 
to. Despite all of this stuff going on, I did manage to get out on the bank, 
I think because my time was limited, I did try to put more effort whilst on 
the bank. So here is a bit of a recap of some of my fishing trips from the  
summer. 

My first 2-day trip was in mid-May to the big pit on the A1 Pits, which 
started out well, as I set up on a number of carp that were in the boulders 
corner sunning themselves, but my anticipation was short lived…as soon 
as dark fell I started to get liners on all the rods, the carp had started 
spawning! Chuffing marvellous! So, I wound in, the following morning, I 

packed up and headed for home 
and left the carp to it. I know 
some might have stayed and 
fished, but I don’t really think it’s 
fair to do so, even though I had 
seen one of the big commons in 
the margins that evening. 
My next trip was at the start of 
June. As usual I had spent a 
couple of hours looking round 
the big pit. A lot of weed has 
come up this year on pit 6. And it 
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was just starting to hit the surface. 

I decided to set up on the 5/6 split, as I know the carp move up and down 
this area a lot at this time of year, and they do like to get amongst the 
weed when it’s like this. I lightly baited an area alongside a large weed 
bed at 80 yards, while watching for signs of moving carp. My first night 
was quiet, though I saw a couple of shows amongst the weed where I 
had baited around, this gave me a marker for the following day to feed 
a bit more. From first light onwards I baited up little and often with ASM 
chops, pellets and Sweetcorn, which was made on the sloppy side with 
equal parts of Key Baits Solutions Hydro Liver and Hemp oil, I then add 
some stick mix to soak up the extra liquid, this gives a great leak-off in the 
water. The idea being to settle amongst the week with a good flavour trail. 
I knew there were carp about, so I was confident of a bite or two. The first 
bite came at mid-day, and what a lump it was, a 32lb cracking common. 
It firmly embedded itself in the large weedbed and the next ten minutes 
were spent bringing the whole lot in, with the carp sulking underneath. 
Thanks to Danny for the safe netting, I was over the moon; it made all 
the cancelled trips in the previous few weeks disappear in an instant. If I 
didn’t catch another carp this year, it wouldn’t matter, it was such a great 
looking carp, as it was, I had 3 
more carp that session though 
all a lot smaller. 

During the summer I had a 
few more trips to the big pit, 
getting a bite or two most 
trips, mid-twenties being the 
biggest. I certainly seemed to 
be catching more consistently. 
The planned changes to my 
rigs and baiting strategy really 
seemed to have worked this 
year. On a couple of instances, 
I had one in the sling and one 
in the net, these were mostly 
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on overnighters as well.

I had a few socials planned for 
the summer, with Sal ‘s health 
being more stable, I managed 
to get on most of them as 
well. I had wanted to try and 
do a bit more socialising and 
meet up with other anglers, as 
mostly I fish on my own. It was 
great to visit a few places and 
meet some different people, 
as well as trying to catch a 
few carp along the way. The 
first trip was to Robs Memorial 
do at Trent View at the end of 
June. Sal came along with me 

as we had the cabin swim booked for a few days, the weather leading 
up to then had been scorchio, but changed to wind and rain when we 
arrived! Typical! We caught a few nice carp without trying too hard. I 
had volunteered to do the BBQ for the main event. I took my homemade 
oil drum BBQ down and we cooked up a hundred or so Burgers and 
sausages. We had a great afternoon, along with a few beers. It was a 
great do as always and a lot of funds were raised for the charities, just 
over 5k I believe. 

The following week saw me down at Horseshoe Lake for the Festival 
of Carp. You may remember my good friend Keith passed away over 
the winter and we had planned to do a memorial event for him in the 
summer. The Carp Society generously offered a swim for us to set up as 
a memorial for Keith. Its over 10 years since I was at Horseshoe, and it 
was a place I fished for many years prior to that as I purchased one of the 
11-year tickets that helped the Society buy the lake. Also, just to mention, 
that’s where Keith and I won the first ever BCAC. Just in case anyone 
didn’t know…Dave and Clint joined me for the weekend. I have known 
Dave for many years, he was a real general at the Carp School, and other 
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events and very typical 
of the type of unsung 
heroes that make all 
these events work, as 
well as being a very 
good angler. Dave and 
I had spent some time 
a couple of months ago 
sorting through Keiths 
mountain of gear, half 
went to some angling 
charities and the other 
half was sold. 

Despite knowing Dave 
for many years, we have 
never fished together. 
My good friend Clint offered to help and came along for the weekend to 
help as well. The weather was baking when I arrived to set up 30 plus 
degrees and real sunbathing weather. It pretty much poured down all 
day of the event itself, which was a real shame for the organisers. I was 
dressed in my shorts, sandals and Poncho pretty much most of the day, 
a lot of folk still turned up and we had a good old natter with all day long, 
catching up with some people I hadn’t seen for a decade, reminiscing 
about times gone by. We also caught quite a few carp as well (and had 
the occasional beer or three!). I think we ended up with 9 twenties and 
a few doubles, all in one day. Teacher Tim came along and showed me 
an old picture from one of the very first Carp Schools we did here, my 
god, how young were we? I can still remember it as if it was yesterday. 
I had taken along a book for anglers to write down messages for Keiths 
family, which was quite touching, reading some of the comments. We 
really had a great time and few giggles, as you do with a few of you and 
some banter (and the odd beer), that’s something I haven’t done for a 
while, just have a laugh whilst fishing. Horseshoe is looking great and its 
good to see the plans put in place all those years have come to fruition in 
creating such a place. Many thanks to Brian Skoyles for his suggestion of 
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the memorial for Keith and the Carp Society for letting us have the space. 
We will have to have a few more trips down here in the future. Though the 
drive doesn’t get any quicker!
My next trip away was our annual Regional BCSG fish-in. This was at 
S/W fisheries. It was a bit of challenge for me to make the event as Sal 
had a lot of Hospital appointments that week in the lead up to her surgery. 
I made it by Saturday afternoon and had no option but to take the last 
swim left. I wasn’t feeling very confident at all. But got set up anyway. As 
it was summer and I was only down for the night, I had only taken the 
brolly, big mistake! I huge storm blew up that afternoon, I spent a bit of 
time hanging on to the brolly! The social BBQ was cancelled because of 
the weather, which was the main reason I had made the effort to get there 
at all. I never had a sniff at all either. The following morning everyone 
packed up and left, so it didn’t end up being very social at all…oh well…

The last social of the summer was with the GCT team at Trent View. Sal 
accompanied me on this trip, though we were late getting there due to 
another hospital appointment. We had the railway bank booked out and 
swims were drawn for, I wasn’t overly keen on the swim I ended up with 
but had a bit of a go. I had also taken down my BBQ as I had offered to 
do the BBQ on the Saturday, which went down a treat, there was enough 
food to feed the five thousand, and we gave it a serious go. There were 
a lot of carp about, 
though they were 
mainly travelling up into 
the shallows, certainly 
not hanging about in 
front of us. Up in peg 
5 Mark had a really big 
hit as the carp gathered 
in that area, he fished 
well and ended up with 
the kind of session one 
can only dream about. It 
was the first time I have 
fished here and not had 
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a bite at all, I was fairly philosophical about it, it was nice that Sal came 
along, and we spent some time together, just chilling out and spending 
some quite time.

So, it has been a very mixed summer, some good fishing, some poor 
fishing, a lot of travelling around and a lot of socialising (for me anyway!), 
some nice carp caught and a few beers along the way. I had a couple of 
trips to the big Pit in August, landing some nice carp again, the weed at 
this point, was the worst I have seen for 5 years. Making some parts of 
the lake difficult if not impossible to fish. Sal had her date for her surgery 
looming so it was a case of just getting in the occasional night when I 
could. We had a trip to France looming and it was looking doubtful I would 
make this as well, if Sal didn’t recover from her surgery in time. however 
she did get through it and I did get to France, I’ll let you know how that 
went in my next piece.

Take care of yourselves and your families.

Catch you next time.

Andy
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My fishing time has been 
fairly limited this year due 
to one thing or another, I’m 
sure none of us get to fish as 
much as we would like. So a 
trip was well needed, all that 
was left to decide was the 
venue. 

The fishing I have done 
this year has been a bit 
of everything, syndicate, 
club and few socials on day ticket 
waters. I haven’t really got the bug 
for the syndicate it just doesn’t 
seem to get the fire burning for me. 
T

he club lake however is a magical 
little place, the fish may not be the 
biggest, but they are old and scaley 
what they lack in size they make 
up for in looks. I have been very 
fortunate so far and caught most 

of the “A Team”. However, the one 
I truly want known as heart tail has 
so far evaded me. 

Work finished, car packed and I 
was soon on my way to the lake. 
As usual the car park was near 
empty, just one other angler was 
on and after a quick chat I found 
out he would soon be packing up 
and heading off. From what he told 
me things weren’t looking great he 
hadn’t seen much and had drawn a 

blank fish wise. 

I headed off down the 
path stopping at every 
likely looking area hoping 
to see something to go 
on. All was looking bleak 
until halfway through my 
second lap of the lake 
a carps back slightly 
broke the surface under 
a far margin snag, a few 
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minutes later it was joined by 
another so I dashed back to the car 
loaded the barrow and was soon in 
my swim of choice. 

Fresh spinner rigs and an Epic 
Baits tangerine pop-up dumbbell 
was swiftly cast within inches of the 
snag, a few handfuls of boilies were 
catapulted over the top and I was 
finally fishing. 

I knew this swim well and the 
left hand rod was on my usual 
spot and although I had seen 
no signs of carp there I just 
had a feeling of confidence 
with that spot. The rods were 
out, the bivvy was up and the 
sun was beaming, we were 
in the midst of a heatwave so 
daytime bites seemed unlikely. 

The sun was soon setting and as 
the temperature slowly started to 
drop to a more comfortable level 
and the fish started to come alive. 
It wasn’t long after dark I was 
sat enjoying a cool breeze with a 
coffee in hand when the left rod to 
the snags was away. 

The first few seconds of the 
fight are always the most nerve 
racking when snag fishing, so it 
was a huge relief when the fish 

kilted straight out into open water, 
from there it was pretty much plain 
sailing and after a short battle the 
first fish of the session was in the 
net. It was one of the lakes dark 
commons, not the biggest but it was 
a start. 

A few quick photos and she was 
soon back on her way. The rod was 
back on the spot after a few casts 
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and again just a few handfuls of the 
latest test bait from Epic Baits was 
fed over the top. 

It was a quiet night after that 
fish and I woke up feeling a little 
disappointed that I hadn’t had 
anymore during darkness. With 
the temperatures being so high 
during the day I felt my best chance 
of catching was during the cooler 
nights. 

I gave it until lunchtime and then 
brought the rods in, topped up the 
spots with some fresh bait and 
then went for a wander hoping that 
maybe I would find one or two carp 
down the weedier end that would 
be tempted by a few dog biscuits. 

The first part of that plan was easy 
enough and sure enough there was 
a group of carp just sat lazing in the 
many weed beds. Unfortunately the 
second part of the plan didn’t come 
off. They just had no interest in 
feeding and after an hour of trying I 
decided to leave them be and head 
back to my swim for a coffee and 
lunch. 

I left the rods out the water until 
late afternoon hoping that no lines 
in the water would encourage them 
to feed and maybe result in a quick 
evening bite. And that’s exactly 
what happened, I rebaited and had 
the rods back on the spot for 5pm.

The usual pot noodle dinner was 
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made and just before 6 the left 
hand rod was going into meltdown. 
The bite was savage and straight 
away it felt a better fish and with 
slow powerful lunges the clutch 
was ticking away and the fish had 
managed to find a small weed bed. 

A little constant pressure and I 
was soon winning the battle. The 
fish broke the surface with a few 
strands of weed coming off its face 
and it was just a case of guiding it 
over the net. Peering into the net 
and removing the weed I uncovered 
some huge scales and at first I 
thought I had managed the one I 
had been chasing the mega looking 
“Heart Tail”. However it wasn’t to 
be. The disappointment had soon 
passed when I realised it was 
another one of the “A Team”. As I 
said before the fish aren’t massive 
but they truly are special fish as this 
one showed with its sloped head, 
big scales and lovely dark colours. 
I was pleased with how the session 
was panning out especially after 
talking to the angler when I arrived 
I felt like I may be in for a tough 
session so two fish in 24 hours was 
rather pleasing. 

That wasn’t the end of the 
session though and again after a 
disappointing quiet night I was up 

at first light feeling my chance of 
one more fish had passed. The 
kettle was steaming away and I had 
literally just turned the gas off when 
the right hand alarm let out a few 
bleeps. My eyes were firmly fixed 
on the bobbin as it slowly dropped 
back to its original position, line bite 
I thought and continued to pour my 
coffee. No sooner had the water 
hit the cup the rod was off! This 
definitely wasn’t a liner! This fish 
fought like crazy, trying for every 
weed or lily bed it passed. Despite 
its best efforts it failed to elude me 
and was soon scooped up safely in 
the net. Rows and rows of scales 
glistened back at me through the 
clear water and it was one I had 
caught before, the little fully. So just 
some quick snaps with the camera 
and she was returned. T

hat brought my trip to an end, three 
fish was more than expected in the 
conditions we were having. The 
journey home was mainly spent 
wondering about heart tail. My 
desire to catch this fish has turned 
into an obsession. Its one I dearly 
want in the photo album and I won’t 
give up until it happens. There is 
always next time!

Danny
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Part Four (part three was published in issue 89, page 96) 

So after my close encounter with a toothy crocodile, and the complete 
failed Tigerfish mission, the beginning of 2022 hadn’t quite been the start 
one would have hoped for. However, with a positive outlook on life, all I 
could think was that it could only get better from now on!
My biggest challenge was still how to figure out a way of successfully 
transporting and stocking Tigerfish into the two dams. The larger dam 
was going to be a predator venue with over 200 tigers in, whilst in carp 
corner, I wanted around a 100 or so to ensure the water didn’t get overrun 
with lots of small carp from natural breeding. So far in 7 months we had 
managed just 30 tigers . . . 

Back to the drawing board, and I wanted to explore the concept of cages 
for a quick transfer of tigerfish once they’d been caught. We had tried 
building the 3m x 3m floating system for the huge dam mission, but now 
I wanted to construct something far smaller that we could leave with the 
local throw-net fishermen at nearby rivers. 

We welded up a steel box structure and then covered it with shade cloth, 
nothing complicated! There was a flap-like opening at the top for the fish 
to be transferred in and out of, and then we attached a rope so the cage 
could be safely secured in the water from the bank or a boat. The next 
day we delivered a few of these to our trusted fishermen.

Two days later I got a call from one of the fishermen telling me that he’s 
caught some tigers and they’re swimming around healthily in the new 
cage. I jumped straight into the car to drive down to his location, which 
was just under an hour away (nothings very close in Africa). I excitedly 
arrived and scrambled down the steep muddy bank of the river to meet 
him. He was smiling from ear to ear, and so was I when I transferred 14 
healthy tigerfish into a bucket to bring back up to the car and a waiting 
holding tank. I was so excited and nervous as I made the return journey 
back to the farm, and that hour seemed to take forever! I called Piet in 
advance to tell him the amazing news, and as we both lifted the holding 
tank from the car and safely released the tigers into their new home, we 
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were overjoyed at what had just been achieved. One day with the new 
cages had accounted for almost 50% of what we had achieved in the 
previous 7 months

 A bucket full of small tigers, success at last!         Fishermen with the new cage     

Persistence and perseverance had finally paid off. The next day we 
released another 12, and then 9. It carried on like this, and although it 
was a 2hr round trip each time, it was well worth it. Incredibly by early 
April we had stocked over 300 tigerfish into the two dams. To this day I’m 
still not aware if anyone has even attempted to try anything like what we 
accomplished with regards to stocking tigerfish.
It was during these successful stocking months that we also had to 
address the issue of the grass covering over 70% of carp corner dam. 
When the dam was filled, the terrestrial grass was still present, and 
clearly didn’t mind being covered in water! The shoots were breaking the 
surface of the water over most of the dam, making it almost impossible 
to fish in. The only clear patches were where the excavator had removed 
the top soil to build up the banks or islands.

Dave Charley
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Carp corner was covered in grass, making almost impossible to fish most of the 
dam.

It was during these successful stocking months that we also had to 
address the issue of the grass covering over 70% of carp corner dam. 
When the dam was filled, the terrestrial grass was still present, and 
clearly didn’t mind being covered in water! Shoots broke the surface, 
impeding fishing across most of the dam. The only clear patches were 
where the excavator had removed the top soil to build up the banks or 
islands.

We had no option but to drain down the dam and tackle the problem at 
root level. There were a couple of very long, deep channels dug into the 
dam, so there was no issue of losing our tigerfish, as there was still plenty 
of deeper, grass-free, water for them to swim around in. The shallower 
areas slowly but surely began to dry out in the African heat, and it wasn’t 
too long before we could start burning the grass and solve the problem 
once and for all.

We were very fortunate with the timing of this undertaking, as the winter 
rains started to come down in the middle of April, and literally didn’t 
seem to stop for over two months! The dam quickly refilled and the grass 
thankfully hasn’t been seen since.

An African Adventure
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A drained down Carp corner and the problem was dealt with once and for all.

The heavy rains also worked wonders for all the native trees we had been 
planting around the venue, and seeing the growth of these was really 
exciting. The dams were becoming something of an oasis, as the fairly 
bare surrounding lands were formerly cultivated for agriculture during the 
colonial times, meaning nothing much was left of the indigenous flora. 
We were noticing more and more new species of birds visiting, which was 
very exciting for an enthusiastic bird watcher such as myself. To create 
a fishery from scratch, where there was literally almost nothing when we 
started, and then to start seeing an environment beginning to flourish, is 
an incredibly rewarding feeling.

Some new arrivals at the fishery: African Spoonbills, Fish Eagle & Diderick 
Cuckoo.

Towards the end of August we had the very exciting task of netting our 
carp from the grow-out pond, to select future brood stock fish, and start 
to populate the Carp Corner dam. It had been 1 year and 5 months 

Dave Charley
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since the 100 baby carp arrived at the farm, and now was the first time 
I would be able to see exactly how they had developed. I knew from the 
hours spent watching them feed that there were some pretty impressive 
specimens present, but with the turbidity of the earthen pond, you couldn’t 
clearly see everything in front of you. 

Having reared carp back in the UK, I was used to seeing fish of around 
1lb, or 0.5kgs, after a year or so. These fish would now be classed as 
C2’s, having grown through 2 summers, although they were still 2 months 
away from celebrating their 2nd birthday! Well to say I was blown away 
by some of the carp would be an understatement, and what a wonderful 
feeling to finally be stocking some carp into the dam that we’d been 
working so hard on for the best part of two years.

 I’ll let the pictures do the rest of the talking for this article. 

            .                                                             
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Sunset over the dam after a very exciting day

Stocking carp into Carp Corner dam 
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Jesse Moose talks us through a rig he uses extensively 
through his fishing when targeting big, old, elusive carp on 

many of Europes more pressured waters. 

 If I had to only use one rig for the rest of my life, it would be the 
"mechano rig" because this one brings together the best of several other 
types of rigs : the "360" for its rotation which allows it to be effective 
whatever the position of the mouth of the carp when approaching 
the rig, then the "multi rig" for its speed in changing the hook and the 
performance of the bent hook set up in hooking in the bottom of the lip.....

Anyway, this being the most versatile and super effective rig I have used, 
the "perfect rig" in my opinion . I use it everywhere on all types of lakebed, 
I simply adapt the type of material of the boom section as required. 

It works perfectly with both bottom baits and wafters.

Jesse Moose
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To tie this great rig I use :
A size 4 chod hook,
Crimp in size 0.7mm,
Stiff fluorocarbon 30lbs for the boom section,
Chod hook link in 30lbs,
Bait screw,

Tight lines Jesse 

Nutra Baits Rig Corner
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Forgetting the fact that it gets stuck in your teeth, who doesn’t love fresh 
hot popcorn?

Did you know that popcorn is healthy for you?  Yes, that’s right fresh 
popcorn is actually healthy for you (not the shop bought stuff that is 
loaded with artificial colours, sugars and flavourings)!!

Popcorn is a whole grain so is low in calories and has lots of healthy 
vitamins and minerals such as Iron, Calcium, B6 and many more.

You may be wondering why I’m talking about popcorn when this is a 
fishing magazine.  Well, not only is it delicious but it also makes a brilliant 
surface bait, pop up bait or even a zig rig bait that carp seem to love.

Why am I writing about it now?  I have found a brilliant little gadget on 
www.springfields.co.uk which is the Huckleberry Small Campfire Popcorn 
Maker.

This is a great little gadget that will fit easily into a backpack or tackle bag.  
You don’t even need a handle as you simply grab a small branch that has 
fallen off a tree, place it in the socket, tighten the screw and hey presto 
you have a handle.
Making fresh hot popcorn is really easy.  Place a small amount of olive oil 
in the bottom of the popcorn maker and place it over a medium heat (low 
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setting on your camping gas cooker) and heat the oil.  Place one kernel in 
the oil and wait until it has heated enough to pop the kernel.

When the popcorn kernel pops, place a handful of corn kernels in the 
popcorn maker and place the lid down and remove it from the heat.  
Gently toss the kernels so they all get a coating of oil whilst timing 30 
seconds.

Return the popcorn maker to the heat and they should all start popping at 
roughly the same time.  As the kernels start to pop quickly, gently shake 
the popcorn maker until the popping slows to around seven or eight 
seconds between pops.

Remove the popcorn maker from the heat and tip the popcorn into a 
suitable container.

This is the fun part, you get to flavour your popcorn!  Heat some butter or 
olive oil in the popcorn maker and then drizzle it over the popcorn, gently 
toss the corn to evenly coat it.

Finally sprinkle some salt over the popcorn along with any flavours that 
you want (some good flavours to try are; dill, chilli, sugar, brewers yeast,
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 ld Bay, cheese, garam masala or even try some of the superb flavours 
from Trader Joes who do some fantastic popcorn flavourings), if the 
flavours have salt in you may want to skip adding extra salt.  

So now, not only can you enjoy a tasty, healthy and fresh snack on the 
bank you can even make yourself some fresh fishing bait.

I hope you give it a try and feel free to let the magazine know if you find 
a particularly nice flavour combination or if you catch a really nice fish on 
your fresh made popcorn.

Reviews
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It’s fair to say that we all have a variety of leads in our pouches.
We have the distance, the dumpy, the flat pears, the inlines and so on....
so when a company says they actually have a new lead on the market 
you do think you’ve seen it all....

Until you see these new lead “Stone” from Riverside Leads. 
We managed to get our hands on some when we were at Horseshoe 
lakes with them on a charity weekend, and yes...these are something a 
bit different. Riverside have gone out of their way to get the moulds made 
to produce this unique lead for you. 

This lead has been designed with a purpose. Perfect for real close in 
work, perfect to truly hide away amongst the other stones and debris on 
the lake bed, and a perfect stealthy lead that will do the job of hooking 
your fish, but at the same time it won’t stand out like a normal lead does. 
These have a unique shape that makes sure it doesn’t  have the usual 
straight line outline, and blends in so much better that normal...and when 
you add to that the fact they also come in an array of colours and both 
smooth or textured finishes...it’s almost unfair to the carp to use them!!.
Another bonus we see in these, and will be using when we are next 
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out.. due to the irregular shape they lend themselves perfectly to wrap 
sticky method mix or paste into giving you another edge to use to your 
advantage.

All in all, we think these are a great idea, and will definitely have a place 
in everyones pouches so get on the website and order yours today!
And whilst you’re on the website...check out the prices from across the 
range... and thank us later.
www.riversideleads.co.uk

http://www.riversideleads.co.uk
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Extending my time on the bank with the Fox Halo power bank

By Darren aka ‘The Morning Carper’ - TMC Crew Founder


Since I restarted my angling a couple of years ago, I‘ve gone from doing just mornings (hence ‘The Morning 
Carper’), to all days and now spend several nights a week on the bank.


How do I get away with this I hear you ask ??


Well, firstly, I am fortunate enough to work for myself and be able to work from the bank so can be out as 
long as I have a decent signal and, secondly, I have apparently perfected the art of making myself so 
annoying at home that my other half can’t wait to get me out of the house (a book deal on this is surely just 
around the corner?!)


Within a few weeks of starting I began live streaming on TikTok. Now I know there will be some rolling their 
eyes at the thought of this and will be talking about the reasons and pros and cons of this in future articles 
so can we just go with it for the sake of this review eh?! 


Very quickly I realised just how much live streaming drains the 
phone battery so got myself a small power pack (on sale at Tesco 
for £15 if I remember rightly). 


This would have about 10% or 20% left by the end of the morning 
sessions so, as these somehow started getting longer and longer, a 
larger pack was needed. Again, I picked a basic pack up in a sale 
and this was described as holding enough juice to charge the phone 
5 times. It would indeed give me enough power to keep the phone 
going for the day session with the live stream on pretty much 
throughout. 


It wouldn’t be too long, however, until another upgrade was needed 
as, after a few months, I did my first overnighter and power usage 
started to get serious as being out for more than the day meant I 
would need to be able to work from the bank and had to take my 
laptop with me. 


I’d tried a larger and significantly more expensive power bank than I 
had before (29k / £110), but while this might be fine for general use, 
it was still not enough for the live streaming. It would charge the 
laptop once and be completely empty and that’s without charging 
any other devices so a more substantial pack was called for. I had 
tried a ‘bucket’ charger I’d been offered but this lasted 2 sessions 
before wires started coming loose and was unreliable, so went back 
to looking for a more professional solution.


I did some digging about online with a few criteria leading the search.


• Budget

• £ / kwh

• Size

• Outputs


With this in mind, I settled on the Fox Halo 96k. Just picking the box up, I was surprised by the weight - it’s 
reasonably small but at 3kg the handle on the side is definitely needed ! 


Charging the unit is done with a DC input supplied and charges from empty to full in around 6 hrs.


This is the spec for anyone who actually understands this kind of stuff..!


The unit has 3 USB outputs. 
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Since I restarted my angling a couple of years ago, I‘ve gone from doing just mornings (hence ‘The Morning 
Carper’), to all days and now spend several nights a week on the bank.


How do I get away with this I hear you ask ??


Well, firstly, I am fortunate enough to work for myself and be able to work from the bank so can be out as 
long as I have a decent signal and, secondly, I have apparently perfected the art of making myself so 
annoying at home that my other half can’t wait to get me out of the house (a book deal on this is surely just 
around the corner?!)


Within a few weeks of starting I began live streaming on TikTok. Now I know there will be some rolling their 
eyes at the thought of this and will be talking about the reasons and pros and cons of this in future articles 
so can we just go with it for the sake of this review eh?! 


Very quickly I realised just how much live streaming drains the 
phone battery so got myself a small power pack (on sale at Tesco 
for £15 if I remember rightly). 


This would have about 10% or 20% left by the end of the morning 
sessions so, as these somehow started getting longer and longer, a 
larger pack was needed. Again, I picked a basic pack up in a sale 
and this was described as holding enough juice to charge the phone 
5 times. It would indeed give me enough power to keep the phone 
going for the day session with the live stream on pretty much 
throughout. 


It wouldn’t be too long, however, until another upgrade was needed 
as, after a few months, I did my first overnighter and power usage 
started to get serious as being out for more than the day meant I 
would need to be able to work from the bank and had to take my 
laptop with me. 


I’d tried a larger and significantly more expensive power bank than I 
had before (29k / £110), but while this might be fine for general use, 
it was still not enough for the live streaming. It would charge the 
laptop once and be completely empty and that’s without charging 
any other devices so a more substantial pack was called for. I had 
tried a ‘bucket’ charger I’d been offered but this lasted 2 sessions 
before wires started coming loose and was unreliable, so went back 
to looking for a more professional solution.


I did some digging about online with a few criteria leading the search.


• Budget

• £ / kwh

• Size

• Outputs


With this in mind, I settled on the Fox Halo 96k. Just picking the box up, I was surprised by the weight - it’s 
reasonably small but at 3kg the handle on the side is definitely needed ! 


Charging the unit is done with a DC input supplied and charges from empty to full in around 6 hrs.


This is the spec for anyone who actually understands this kind of stuff..!


The unit has 3 USB outputs. 


•USB 1: DC3.6-6.5V/3A 6.5-9V/2A 9-12V/1.5A 

•USB 2: DC5V/2.4A 

•USB C


I think this would be fine for most situations although 
a second USB C would be a welcome addition for me 
as my laptop can be charged with this as well as a 
phone.


It also has 2 x Cigarette Lighter Socket Output 12V 
13A. I certainly understand the need for one but not 
sure how often 2 would be required at the same time? 
I did get myself a power inverter that allowed me to 
charge the old laptop but my current one can use the 
USB C so rarely use it now but could be used with 
bait boat, fridge etc 


On the opposite end from the outputs is a light. Two 
taps on the power button turns it on with the amber 
light and a long push turns it as a white light. I’ve 
never used these myself but sure some will find it a 
useful feature. Personally, I’d rather a solid end as I 
always worry about it getting cracked in transport (not 
that that’s actually happened though!).


So, to the important stuff!! Note that this is not a 
scientific study in controlled conditions and is based 
purely on my own usage.


I currently do around 30-40 hrs of live streams a week 
and for much of this time, the phone is connected to 

the pack. Although not on the laptop constantly, I am 
having to charge it during my sessions and this can take a fair share of the available power. With this fairly 
heavy usage, the pack would last around 4 days. I now have 2 of these to make sure I have enough power 
to keep me going on the longer sessions I found myself doing (Yes, I’m THAT annoying at home!). 


Surprisingly, using it throughout last winter in temps to -7º I didn’t notice a significant reduction in it’s 
output.


As I’ve said, this is based purely on my own usage and experience and I can’t give you comparisons 
against other brands such as Atom, Jackory, Anker etc but for mostusing their phone for general use, 
watching vids etc this is undoubtably a great solution for sessions of up to a week or maybe even longer.


Pros 
Big enough capacity to keep phones, pads and more charged through longer sessions

Orange trim means I can find it easier under the table or bed in low light - Not everything in the bivvy has to 
be bloomin camo !!

Reasonable size compared to others

Reasonably priced for the capacity (Prices range from ~ £195 to £220)


Cons 
Could it be smaller if no light and only one cigarette lighter output?

Would ideally like 2 USB C outputs

Poor capacity indication - would really like a ‘percentage remaining’ display or more than the 4 light 
indicators

Not enough capacity for constant lives (30-40hr) and laptop charging on a week session


4/5 stars 

Join me and the TMC Crew on TikTok @themorningcarper
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    Scott Whittaker

Scott Whittaker recently had a blinding session when he fished 
Coking Farm Meadow Lake, landing 6 carp up to a new personal 

best 48lb 4oz. Congratulations Scott.
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    Keir Johnson

Keir Johnson had quite the adventure at Lake Luna de France, and 
he was lucky to have a fantastic camera person named Lauren from 
Carp Fishing Socials on hand to capture the memorable moments. 

Competing with seasoned anglers from top brands, he arrived at Lac 
Luna Roy. After a brief tour by the bailiff, he found himself in peg 3, 

not the most coveted swim but one with open water and a spit to the 
left.
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Instead of following the crowd to the popular gravel spots, Keir 
chose a unique approach, targeting a silty spot amidst heavy weed. 

His first night yielded a mid-20s mirror, confirming his strategy's 
potential. Throughout the week, he increased his baiting efforts, 
resulting in 7 bites and 7 landed fish, including a 40lb+ and five 

30lb+ specimens.

Keir Johnson



102102
    Keir Johnson

The success of using the spice and fource bait exceeded his 
expectations for his first France trip. With Lauren from Carp Fishing 
Socials capturing the moments, it's safe to say Keir will be returning 
to Lake Luna de France as soon as possible to continue his angling 

journey.
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Steve Butters

Ryan Cain Simon English - First ever carp

Alan Bruce
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Cameron Enzor Charlie Kemp

Dave SmithDarren AKA The morning carper
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Peter Roberts - PBMatty Hedderly

Jamie Harvey - PBgav Missen
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Lawrence Hawkins

Tom Blackmore 61lb 3oz



    

Les Green

Karl Forrest



    

Terry Howlings

Steve Peach



    

Rays Preedy

Paul Dozier



Spencer Cooper

the morning carper NEW P.B.Scott 'Geezer' Grant

Paul Dozier

James Summerfield

Kevin Stokes





Etang St Pierremont 
Champagne-Ardenne, France



Since purchasing the lake in July 2018, the work has been ongoing, 
five years ago upon purchasing the complex, after being greeted with 
complaints from day one about brown water from the village bore hole 
and a non-working gas boiler we set to work.
After replacing gas boilers with electric water heaters, we then set about 
installing our own water purification system and am pleased to say that 
we now have quality clear English standard drinking water.
Last year we introduced fibre broadband and the lake is now completely 
covered by fast Wi-Fi, air conditioning is more than effective as is the 
heating in the three bedroomed guests accommodation.
Throughout covid we like every other lake in France struggled but 
survived moving guests to the following years at our own expense and 
are pleased with the outcome, year after year our returning guests return 
complimenting us on how the establishment has improved over the years 
since we took over.
This year the lake now has a full time Bailiff who is an excellent cook, two 
freshly cooked hot meals a day with baguettes at lunchtime delivered to 
the bankside has received very positive feedback, as has the covered 
pool table and charcoal BBQ which has enabled groups to socialize in the 
evenings.
As for the fishing during covid weed did appear and eventually got the 
better of us, thanks to Ben at Gills & Scales and his incredible specialist 
weed removal boat the weed with roots was successfully removed last 
September, some weed is inevitable but we now know who to call sooner 
rather than later should it re appear!
The current lake record is 64.5 lbs this incredible fish has not been out 
for eighteen months, there are now multiple fish in there mid 50’s, at the 
time of writing this groups are currently hooking out nineteen fish a week, 
people wish they could stay and several groups did last year when the 
following week from theirs was un sold.
 
This years plan is to completely re-roof and floor the lakeside house 
eating area and in the winter of 23/24 install electric power points around 
the lake and net the lake to reduce bio mass.
Our website is updated regularly with a live booking calendar
Enquiries and bookings can be requested through the website or by 
calling 07774747237

Visit
https://www.etangstpierremont.com

https://www.etangstpierremont.com


This months 
advertisers -

ACA - Anglers Charity Auctions

Carbon baits

Deception Angling

GCT Angling

Katran

Mainline Baits

nutrabaits

RidgeMonkey

Roddy Clips

Seasoned Baits

Serious Carp Socials



Thanks for readingThanks for reading

Send your articles and catch reports by the Send your articles and catch reports by the 
28th October 2023 for next months magazine28th October 2023 for next months magazine
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markcarper@talkingcarp.co.ukmarkcarper@talkingcarp.co.uk

The Carp magazine
 for Carp anglers written by 

YOU !!!!!!!

‘The Talking Carp Team’‘The Talking Carp Team’
Brian Dixon

Mark Faulkner
Mark Galli

Dave Harnick Snr



“Smart Liquid forms an essential part of my angling approach summer and winter. I use it 
on boilies, pellets, groundbait and particles because I have proven in my tank that the fish 
go crazy for it in cold and warm water.
                                                                                                   They feed sooner, harder and longer when 
it’s in the water massively increasing the chance of a pick up. I literally would not fish 
without it now. Look out for Thinking Tackle On Demand at Embryo Broom this summer, 
I smash the lake and have this mega mirror called ‘Bullion’ all using the Smart Liquid!”

WWW.MAINLINE-BAITS.COMWWW.MAINLINE-BAITS.COM
Available in four variants: CELL™, FISH, FRUIT & CREAM

Water is the catalyst to SMART LIQUID infiltrating its 
underwater environment; throughout the lakebed and 
bottom substrate horizontally then climbing vertically, 
impregnating the water column with advanced amino’s, 
palatants and highly stimulatory trace elements!

Due to Smart Liquids unique formulation, it’s impossible 
to overload - simply add as required.

- DANNY FAIRBRASS

NOT HARDER!
FISH SMARTER
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