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the summer months were rubbish 
but as that was all the time I 
had then �sh I did . Nowadays 
having done my whack I pick and 
choose my time all year round. 
Generally, the weather conditions 
are predictable so I go when I 
believe that water will �sh best at 
a certain time so I can’t honestly 
ever remember jacking in due 
to the heat. I de�nitely do recall 
not going  or delaying a session 
because of the heat though. And 

without being a killjoy a hat and quality sunscreen is a must to avoid 
sunburn and lots worse. I was a sun worshipper but you gotta be 
stupid to ignore the obvious ; false tan for me now ! 

Bri : The old closed season… still quite a controversial subject and one 
that still splits the angling community. It is still in force on rivers and those 
anglers still have the magical 16th to look forward to whereas it seems 
lost in the carp angling world. Where 
do you stand on this? If you could 
reinstate it…would you? 

Jules: Funnily enough I was thinking 
of just this only a week or two 
ago . My friend Jim Wilson runs 
my favourite ( battery charging ) 
syndicate about a mile from my 
home and when the carp start to 
spawn, he ( quite rightly ) shuts it for 
three weeks . You can still visit and
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Order directly from us via our webshop
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8282Demise of a �shing Demise of a �shing 
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Over 40 years ago an irrigation lake 
on farmland, in Shotgate, became 
a �shing haven for locals & later 
went on to become a fantastic carp 
�shery.

As the carp grew into their 40�s a 
publicity ban was strictly enforced 
to safeguard them.  Member�s could 
photograph their catch but couldn�t 
publish them.entry into this 
syndicate became known as�dead 
mans shoes� as membership was 
numbered & hard to obtain. �ere 
was a waiting list & to be placed 
on this you had to be proposed & 
seconded by a current member, 
who then became responsible for 
you. 

�ere has been troubles 
throughout Shotgate�s 
history as originally the 
lease, from the farmer, was 
in one person�s name, but 
a�er a turbulent time it was 
transferred to a syndicate, 
with rules & all members 
concerns & ideas discussed 
& addressed. 

�e health of the �sh has 

always been paramount & as new 
information, about their care, 
became known, it was introduced 
at Shotgate. Nets, landing nets 
was provided for each customised 
swim & an airation system was 
purchased & installed, following a 
paid for survey, to promote better 
water quality. 

As Shotgate lake was an irrigation 
lake, it was inspected once a year 
by the insurance specialist & 
rules, such as the height of the 
trees around the lake, had to be 
followed. �e maintenance & 
cost of this as well as keeping the 
greenery, grass, paths & car park 
was the responsibility of & paid

Carol Grimes
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of them were caught.  �ere will 
be a tragic end to any �sh, wildlife 
remaining as the farmer has 
removed all vegetation including 
two  beautiful oak trees & is �lling 
the lake. 

A magical area has been destroyed, 
a�er many years, for what purpose?
Watch this space as more land is 
destroyed in the name of progress 
or monetary gain.

All leased lakes need to be aware! 
& prepared.

Carol

Carol Grimes
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8888 Did My Time

By Mark Watson
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