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Hello and welcome to issue 97! 
As you are reading this the Snowdrops and Daffodils are 
wakening, Spring is around the corner and my garden grass 
wants cutting already!! 

Of course Spring time means one thing and one thing only 
to us anglers… the carp will be waking up and get ready for 
some big feeds. Now if there is one thing that can certainly 
kick start your year… it’s a change of tactics if you are =not 
doing so.. and that is zig fishing! Inside this issue Tim Childs 
talks zig fishing, and how productive it can be all year round. 
Think about it… the fish are awake, and they are looking for 
every degree of warmth they can find… and that’s always in 
the upper layers as the sun starts to shine so why wouldn’t 
you put a bait in front of their nose?

Makes perfect sense to me. 

Also in this issue we welcome Scotland international Joanne 
Barlow as she talks about her incredible journey into carp 
fishing.

Add to the mix our regular Scott Geezer Grant continuing 
his amazing exploits down in sunny Essex… and we have 
a *STOP PRESS* as we break news of the Nutrabaits team 
landing over a ton of carp in one session!! 

All this plus more… only in your FREE Talking Carp 
magazine.

Email us at the usual address :-

brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
mark@talkingcarp.co.uk

markcarper@talkingcarp.co.uk

http://www.roddyclips.co.uk
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A week or so after I returned from my diving holiday in Egypt, I started 
to go through my messages from bait companies that I received whilst I 
was away. The ýrst message I received was from Matt Hart owner of the 
newly formed Halo Baits. Now I know Matt and what a good angler he is, 
so I knew the bait would be good. I gave Matt a call which turned out to 
be a very productive meeting and I agreed to join the team.

Personally, for me it was a big challenge as I had one million percent 
conýdence in my previous bait company, who unfortunately has stopped 
trading. But as the saying goes when one door shuts, another door 
opens.

Halo Baits only do two baits, a ýshmeal called the BMX and a milk protein 
called The Nut. I ordered some of each for my next trip, and if the water 
temperature is still in the teens, I will be giving the BMX its ýrst runout, it 
is a ýshmeal that smells so nice and its weird as just by smelling it you 
know it is a good bait. The matching liquids are quality as are the pop ups 
and wafters. Matt really has put his heart and soul into producing the very 
best bait that he can. I really liked the skunkz range of pop ups again with 
their unique þavour combination. 

My ýrst session soon came around, it was mid-November as usual I had 
prepared all my bait and made sure everything was charged and ready 
to go. I arrived at The Dell on a Monday morning, it had been raining for 
most of the night and it was still coming down. I grabbed a bucket from 
my van and walked around the lake. There were only two other anglers 
on and they were ýshing the lodge bank. The wind was a strong South 
Westerly but the temperature was up in double ýgures. I arrived at a swim 
that I am very familiar with, I sat on my bucket with the rain still coming 
down watching the water. I did not have to wait long before I saw a ýsh 
show, which was enough for me I know the swim I know the spots and 
where the ýsh showed was in the area of my middle rod. 

I dropped the bucket in the swim and made my way back to my van, but 
before I was going to unload all my gear, I waited for the rain to stop. It 
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was around 10:30 when the rain passed and Ben one 
of the on-site bailiffs was kind enough to let me load 
the trailer and he would take my gear round with the 
quad. What a touch and very much appreciated. I 
got everything set up as quickly as I could, I checked 
the weather again and the wind was getting stronger 
up to 30mph, but then dropping right off later this 
afternoon.

As I mentioned earlier it was my ýrst time using the 
bait and i must admit I was apprehensive, but as 
long as I apply myself, I am sure the bait will speak 
for itself. Rig wise I kept everything the same Ronnie 
rigs on all rods but instead of wafters I would be using matching BMX 
pop ups. All the rods would be boated out, this keeps the disturbance to 
a minimum and I can ýsh the same spot every time and with a generous 
helping of crushed, whole mixed sized boilies and some chillie hemp. I 
used small pva bags of crumb and foam nuggets to make sure the hook 
bait would be presented as the weed is still evident and dying off in places 
and drifting all about. It was not until 3pm that I managed to get the rods 
out, and then the kettle went on. 

Before I knew it, darkness fell and so did the temperature, so it was 
time to relax in the bivvy and sort some 
dinner out. I had a nice relaxing evening 
and dropped off to sleep just after 11pm. 
I was rudely awoken in the early hours by 
the poxy swans!!! They decided to start 
foraging around at my rod tips picking my 
lines up in the process. I was not a happy 
man and after shooing them off I tried to go 
back to sleep but it felt impossible. I got up 
got dressed and put the kettle on. I looked 
at my phone and it was a little after 06:00 
o’clock. It was still dark and the wind was 
still pushing into me but nowhere near as 
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strong as yesterday. As the sun came up the lake 
looked stunning, the mist was dancing across the 
surface and the bird life had woken up and was in 
full swing. This is deýnitely the best time to be up 
and awake, nature is a beautiful thing that most 
people take for granted. 

It was hard to see if any ýsh were showing, but 
I sat there watching the water anyway, drinking 
copious amounts of coffee. Just before 09:00 
o’clock the middle alarm gave a single bleep, 
I went to the rod and as I was looking at the 
rod, the braid tightened and a ýsh was on, it all 

happened in a split second, I lifted the rod and the ýsh was already taking 
braid, after a few seconds I managed to slow the ýsh down but then 
everything went solid, the ýsh had found a weed-bed!! I put the rod in the 
rest and loosened the clutch, it was some 40 minutes later that the ýsh 
decided to make a run for it, as the ýsh started taking line I lifted the rod 
as high as I could possibly get it, and after a few seconds I managed to 
get the ýsh above the weed where it broke the surface for the ýrst time, 
from then on in it was a case of keeping a tight line and guiding the ýsh 
into the waiting net. 

With the ýsh ýnally in the net I had a sneaky peak and recognised the ýsh 
straight away my old friend ñTwo Faceò. I secured the net and gave Mick 
a shout who was ýshing in the swim next door. He came straight round, I 
zeroed the digitals and with the ýsh in the sling it was time for her weigh 
in, Mick done the honours and she went 41lb 5oz, I was elated my ýrst 
ýsh on the new bait and it is a forty pounder, it does not get much better 
than that. Mick took cracking photos 
I then treated and returned the ýsh. 
I managed to get the rod rebaited 
and straight back out to the spot 
with a generous helping of bait, 
just before the rain started to 
come down, and it rained until 

Scott Grant
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4pm that afternoon. The wind was West/
South Westerly so it was bang on for 
this swim and the pressure was 1001 
so the conditions were perfect. Tonight’s 
temperature is forecast to be 10oc and the 
water temperature is 11.5 degrees all in all a 
good time to be on the bank. 
I sent a couple of photos to Matt at Halo 
baits with a short text, ñdo you like my ýrst 
ýshò he called me straight away, he was 
as happy as me, it must be a great feeling 
knowing that the bait you made caught that 
ýsh, well you know what I mean. Itôs more 
like teamwork with me doing all the hard 

graft. 

Let us hope there is more to come, I am sure there will be, now my 
conýdence is back up there. As the saying goes the skies the limit.
Unfortunately, even when you think the conditions 
are perfect the ýsh have other ideas, much to my 
surprise nothing happened throughout the night, 
oh I forgot the only action was the swans driving 
me mad yet again!!
I woke up bright and early on Wednesday morning 
It was forecast to be a bright and sunny day, I sat 
there doing my morning ritual drinking a coffee 
watching the water. I saw a couple of ýsh show but 
they had pushed out from me and were showing in 
front of the swim opposite. Autumn can be a tricky 
time, but the plus side is the ýsh are big. Early 
afternoon I reeled the rods in to give the swim a 
rest and go for a much-needed shower. 
After a shower I had a little wander to stretch my 
legs and have a chat with the lads, I got back just 
before dark and managed to get the baits out on 
their chosen spots, I then settled down for the 
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evening. It got to 6pm and I was 
ready for some dinner, I warmed up 
my favourite meal chillie and pasta, 
which went down a treat. It was quiet 
into the evening and I fell asleep 
around midnight, but was rudely 
awoken at 0500 with a single bleep 
on the middle rod, I jumped out the 
bag and put my trousers on slipped 
into my crocs and was out the door, 
at ýrst I thought it was the swans but 
they were nowhere to be seen, my 
heart started to race and even though 
it was cold I couldn’t feel it due to the 
adrenalin pumping through my body. 
I stood poised by the rods for the next 30 minutes but nothing happened. 

Deþated I got undressed and back into bed but could not get back to 
sleep as much as I tried, so it was up get dressed and get the kettle on. 
The wind had turned North Easterly and once back outside I could feel 
the difference in the air, I checked the weather app and it is predicted to 
be 8oc throughout the day and 6oc at night that is a big drop from the 
previous 2 days and will surely have an impact. As the sun came up, I 
sat watching the water and to my surprise the ýsh did not show. Come 
midday and with nothing seen I decided to cut my losses and pack up. 
I could have squeezed another night in but it’s better to save it when it 

actually needed. I was 
all packed up by 3pm, 
Jake came round in 
the quad and trailered 
my gear back to my 
van, which was much 
appreciated, I do not 
know about everyone 
else but when I pack 
up to go home, I feel 

Scott Grant
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After seeing this happen 
at least 5 different 
occasions, a change 
was needed and quick, 
if I hadn’t been able to 
observe the feeding 
ýsh at close quarters, 
I would have never 
guessed they would 
spook on the blatant 
approach of 12mm 
pop ups, especially 
considering this is 
how I ýsh 95% of the 
time and it has always 
been so successful 
for me. So, the switch 
was made on all the 
rods over to snowmen 
rigs, using Trigga hard 
hookers topped with 
12mm pop ups, so that 
my hook baits sat hard 
on the deck along with 
my free offerings. This 
did the trick from the 
off. By Tuesday, the 
temperatures ýnally 
started to cool off, still 
warm for October at 
low 20 degrees but far 
more bearable than 30 
degrees. Cloud cover 
started rolling in and

A Quick Trip
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Rob Gainer

the pressure dropped 
giving far more 
favourable ýshing 
conditions. With steady 
baiting the action then 
started coming thick and 
fast along with getting 
through to the better ýsh 
the lake holds including a 
couple of heavily scaled 
mirrors between 39-41lb
 
With a couple of days 
left of the trip, it was 
noticeable the bites 
had slowed up once 
again but noticing ýsh 
still visiting my spots. 
Closer inspection was 
again needed and after 
watching them in the 
shallow water I noticed a 
couple of ýsh spook off 
the pink pop ups topping 
my snowmen hook baits. 
So, a second change was 
in order and switching 
once again. After giving it 
some thought a change 
over to a slip D rig with 
a heavily glugged Trigga 
corkie wafter was my 
chosen approach this 
time. 
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This again proved a fruitful change 
as the bites quickly came, with 
another 40lb mirror on the last 
morning ending my week session 
with 40 ýsh from 41 bites. Baiting 
little and often with the Trigga 
solubles throughout the week kept 
the bites coming.
 
Being lucky enough to observe the 
feeding ýsh at close quarters and 
how they spooked off different rigs, 
and also how the feeding habits 
changed during the week was 
deýnitely an eye opener. Without 
making the effort to check would 
I have had action eventually or 
would the week have been a slow 
week and the long drive home been 

put down to the weather being the 
reason for little action. It has now 
made me more aware that when 
ýshing deeper water and not being 
able to observe the ýsh feeding 
on my spots, how often we have 
ýsh feeding on our baits and the 
wrong rig or hook bait choice for the 
occasion. 
 
Perhaps the next time I have ýsh 
showing on my spots and the 
conditions look perfect yet no action 
it could simply be rig choice ?
Something to look at next timeé

Until next timeé

Rob
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Unlike many anglers I did not grow up on the bank or at the beach ýshing.  
It is true that my Dad loved a wee bit of sea ýshing when on holiday and 
I got to tag along but that was the extent of it.  Fishing for me came very 
late in my life.  It was after marriage and two children that my husband, 
Dave, a very keen angler in his younger days, began taking our son, Matt, 
to the bank and teaching him to ýsh.  At the time our daughter, Emily, was 
not interested however we did, on sunny days, join them and I got to have 
a go.  Dave and Matt became very good anglers and competed in many 
competitions both in the UK and France, bringing home a number of 
trophies whilst I cheered them on from the side.  As the children got older 
I was able to get out more with Dave and fell in love with the sport and the 
outdoors.  It was a relaxing and enjoyable hobby UNTIL !
In 2015 we, as a family, agreed to purchase the most prestigious 
carp competition in the country, the BCAC (British Carp Angling 
Championships) and I suddenly found myself on the bank running 
marshalling the events.  A nervous female in a very male dominated 
environment talking a language I did not understand ï Blow back rigs, 
helicopter rigs, zigs, ééé..  I mean really what where they all talking 
about.  One thing is for sure I needed to learn and learn quickly so I 
turned to Dave and asked him to teach me to ýsh properly AND I wanted 
to enter a competition to understand what it was like to be on the other 
side of marshalling.

So we hit the tackle boxes 
and I learnt about rigs, lines, 
rods, spools and so much 
more.  We then hit the bank 
and I learnt to cast accurately 
and consistently.  I learnt 
about baiting strategies and 
netting and handling ýsh with 
care.  THEN came our ýrst 
competition.  The British Carp 
Cups Mixed Pairs match.  I 
was so excited and nervous.  
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We came out ýrst in the draw got 
a good swim and headed off to set 
up.  The moment that ýrst whistle 
blew to start the match my life 
changed.  Excuse the pun but I 
became hooked not just on ýshing 
but on competition ýshing too.  The 
buzz of the match and the total 
focus throughout was fabulous.  We 
went on to win the match and the 

trophy still take pride of place on the shelf.

I wanted to learn and grow 
in the sport and joined the 
Ladies Carp Academy run 
by Bev Clifford.  What a 
fantastic weekend.  To be on 
the bank with so many other 
like minded females and to 
have the opportunity to grow in 
conýdence was invaluable.  I 
came away from the Academy 
weekend and wanted to 
head out to ýsh a weekend 

completely on my own.  
Oh boy what a weekend.  
My ýrst ýsh was a lovely 
carp at 17lbs only to be 
followed up by the Lady 
of the Lake at 35lb 12oz.  
I was blown away.

The journey since then 
has been off the charts.  
Winning the BCC Ladies 
Pairs Championships 

A personal journey
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back to back and being invited to ýsh with the Forces Carp Classic in 
France.  Whilst there I was invited to trail for the Scotland Carp Team (I 
am Australian born with Scottish parent) I was offered a place and then 
asked to help establish their ýrst ever ladies carp team.  Four years later 
the 6 member strong team have competed at National and International 
Level bringing home a Silver Medal at the ýrst ever Home Tri Nations.  
The highs and lows of competition ýshing are immeasurable.  It takes 
passion, commitment, dedication, time and a lot of money.  The support 
from family and friends is crucial and I could not have considered being 
on this journey if not for the encouragement, support and coaching of 
my husband.   Nor would it be possible without the trust and support 
from major sponsors like Nutrabaits.  Richard Hughes believed in our 
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team and in our desire to help bring female ýshing to the forefront of 
Scotland and with their bait sponsorship we were able to go to the Worlds 
Championships in France last year.  An experience that would take a 
whole other chapter to write.

Fishing for Carp Team Scotland Ladies has been an incredibly proud 
moment in my life which become even broader when I was asked to try 
out and then join the Scotland Ladies Sea Angling Team.  Together we 
have now won 2 silver medals at Home Nations and hope to bring home 
the Gold later this year.

Fishing is so much more than just catching ýsh.  It can break down 

A personal journey
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barriers, bring people together, create communities and ease your 
worries.  It can ignite a ýre inside that you didnôt know was there and take 
you to places that you would never have dreamed of going.  For me it has 
opened up a whole other world of friendships both here and abroad and 
has set me on paths that I still cannot believe are real.  I love the sport 
and I love the outdoors and I am so very lucky to be able to share all of 
this with the person who helped make it happen, my husband.

It goes to show that we never know what is waiting around the corner.  
Love what you do and enjoy your ýshing.

Jo Barlow
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Conclusion: Autumn's Gift at The Airfield Lake

In conclusion, my ýshing experience at the Airýeld Lake in October 2023 
was an adventure ýlled with thrill, tranquillity, and camaraderie. The 
beauty of autumn added a special charm to the entire excursion, making 
it an unforgettable chapter in my angling journey.
The lessons learned the moments of triumph, and the serene reþections 
amidst nature have left an indelible mark. It's not just the ýsh caught that 
make the experience worthwhile; it's the amalgamation of challenges, 
moments of reþection, and the shared joy with fellow anglers that truly 
deýne the beauty of such expeditions.
This October ýshing trip to the Airýeld Lake will remain etched in my 
memory as a testament to the wonders of nature and the joy of angling in 
a breathtaking autumn setting.
Bring on 2024 on the Airýeld Lake
Till next time
Richard
P.S. Roll on March 2024 

Dan Winýeld Reviews

www.gctangling.co.uk

https://thenomadskitchens.com/products/cooking-cutlery-kit 
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demonstrations, with the 
emphasise on getting the kids 
involved, we encourage talking, 
asking questions and every 
lesson has practical parts, from 
casting to using Bait Boats.  
Each lesson is usually planned 
for about 90 minutes, however 
they generally go over that, as 
the kids are loving life, enjoying 
using items of tackle that they 
have never seen before, or tying 
their own rigs, hey, the lesson 
ýnishes when the kids say so, 
but remember, as soon as the 
lessons are ýnished you all get 
the rods out for the night.  We 
also give out the lesson plans 
so if things get a bit side tracked 
during the lessons (we have rods 
in the water during the lessons, 
so you never know when the 

alarm is going to scream off) you will still have the all the information to 
take away.

During some of 
the afternoons, 
we will have 
Guest Speakers 
and fun and 
games with 
prizes.  The 
instructorôs ýsh 
at night also, so 
we are never far 
away from the 
kids, and a ýlm 

Carp4Kids Academy
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crew will be in attendance for the whole event, check out last year’s video 
on YouTube (Carp4Kids Academy 2023 S&R Fishery Lillian May)
This yearôs event runs from Monday 5th August to Friday 9th of 
August, and is being held this year at Windsorview Lakes https://
windsorviewlakes.co.uk 

A little back story

The Carp4Kids Academy started back in 2021, with the idea being to give 
something back to carp ýshing, and more importantly to ensure the future 
of our beloved sport. 

Rod Bird
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The inaugural event was held at S&R Fisheries on the Sandpit Lake in 
August 2021, with a few carp anglers wanting to run an event that would 
encourage young anglers to attend an event that was just for them.  The 
event was a complete success, so it was decided to do it all again in 
2022.

I was asked by Steve Nicoll, the Chairman at the time if Iôd be interested 
in assisting the team for 2022, I immediately said that I would go and help 
out as best I could.

My ýrst event was in August 2022, once again at the S&R Fisheries 

Carp4Kids Academy
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Sandpit Lake, I didnôt really know what to expect or what my role would 
be at the event, but it soon become clear that I was needed as an 
instructor, I already had my Angling Tutor Certiýcates so this was not an 
issue for me, and those that know me, know how passionate I am about 
my angling. That year I didn’t get involved with any of the planning or 
fundraising for the event, I just had to turn up on the Sunday before the 
Monday kick-off.  The event was fantastic, all the kids and their parents 
enjoyed the lessons and the ýshing, with loads of carp being landed.  On 
the Friday afternoon, once all the kids and parents had gone home, tired 
and happy, I was asked if I would like to become a permanent member of 

Rod Bird
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the team, I of course said that I would love too.

I was asked if I would take over the social media for the Academy as a 
side roll, to revamp things a bit.  I was already pretty good with social 
media, as at the time I was still the Customer Services Manager at Sonik 
Sports, and I was also running my own Angling page on Facebook, so it 
wasn’t too much of an effort to get things moving, with my understanding 
of trends etc.  It was also decided that I would be one of the main 
instructors from now on, with Miranda Brown being the other one, who 
has a wealth of angling knowledge, and with both of us ýshing a lot, and 

Carp4Kids Academy
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competing to a very high standard, we were up to date with the current 
scene, understanding what anglers want to use, what rigs are the most 
popular amongst other trends.

Unfortunately, early in the process of planning for 2022, Steve stood down 
as the Chairman, so it was agreed that John Glasscoe, as a founder 
member of the team should take over the role as Chairman, with Shell 
Marriot as Secretary and Dicky Barton as Head of Administration, all great 

Rod Bird
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anglers in their own right.  So, the team was complete, with everyone 
knowing their role within the Academy, all of us are either serving or 
veterans of the Armed Forces, so you know that the organisation was 
going to be on point.  We also have Carp4Kids Ambassadors in the shape 
of Barney Ward and Mason Glasscoe, with Barney being promoted to 
Junior Instructor for this year’s event.

We go from strength to strength, if you want to attend this year, please 
email carp4ourkids@gmail.com or check us out on Facebook and 
Instagram:  The Carp4Kids Academy.
ñTackle Boxes Not Xboxesò
Rod Bird

Email:	 carp4ourkids@gmail.com
Facebook: The Carp4Kids Academy
Instagram: the_carp4kids_academy_
Karper Ltd: www.karperbaits.com
Snide Tackle: www.snidetackle.com
Bodle Angling: www.bodleangling.co.uk
Carpin Cutz:  Facebook 

Carp4Kids Academy
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Cooking hearty soup on the Cooking hearty soup on the 

bank with titanium cookware.bank with titanium cookware.

By Anthony WoodBy Anthony Wood
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