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Hello…. and welcome….
To issue 29 of Talking Carp magazine, unfortunately and with
great sadness we start with some bad news…this month we
said goodbye to a carp angling legend… and by legend we
really mean it… this man was the godfather of carp fishing,
and we have so much in todays carp angling that we have
to thank him for. Those who knew him, or met him, even for
a brief chat, knew they were in the presence of carp angling
royalty…. Yet he was always the humblest, and most
pleasant of people to speak to.
With so many ideas, books, interviews, stories and tales
to the tackle and bait he made famous…. (secret agent,
anyone?) he was truly a carp anglers carp angler… and will
definitely be missed by the carp angling world he helped to
create.
May you rest in peace Mr. Rod Hutchinson.
The catch reports are still flowing in nicely, and two catches
have been chosen for the Rod Hutchinson and BellBallCutter
“catch of the month” prizes…. Firstly, winning the
BellBallCutter this month is Rachel Hodkinson and secondly,
winning the R.H bait package is Alan Beacher.
Congratulations to you both, please get in touch to claim
your prizes. Remember to keep those catch reports coming
in folks….
Email brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
Email buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk
We hope you enjoy this bumper issue as we bring you Carp
Angler of the Year Greg Ellis, Scott Geezer Grant, Gary Milky
Lowe, Mike Spug Redfern, Andrew Taylor, Brett McPhee and
many many more.
Feel free to get in touch…. Keep those emails coming.
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The Magical
Bayeswater
Part 2
by
Scott Geezer Grant
6

Scott Grant
after about 5 minutes
The alarm went off as
I waded out and slid
usual and the kettle
the net under a small
went on. The lake felt
mirror.
different this morning
The fish was a stunner
to yesterday I can’t
as are all the fish in
explain why but it just
Bayeswater, it was a
did.
stockie of 18lb but I
I sat eagerly watching didn’t care catching
the water for any signs anything out of the
of fish as the sun
syndicate water is an
started to come up,
achievement in itself.
it was going to be a
With a couple of photos
glorious day and with
taken the fish was
the birds singing surely treated and returned.
the carp would play
A new zig was tied
ball.
and cast to the same
An hour after the sun
area. It’s really weird
had come up two fish
as in my normal fishing
showed more or less at everything gets dipped
the same time, one in
before its cast or
front of swim 8 and the boated out and using
other in front of 9. Not zigs is no different for
miles away and I know me. Whether it has an
I’m in the right area.
impact or not its what I
After copious amounts always do. I personally
of coffee, the left hand think after a few
rod tightened up I was minutes the dip has
on the rod and as the
dispersed maybe its
line tightened again I
seconds, who knows
lifted the rod and the
for me it’s a confidence
fish was on.
thing and something I
Whatever was attached will carry on doing.
was super upset, the
The wind was now
fish managed to wipe
a straight southernly
out my middle rod and and the temperature
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is forecast to be 23
degrees and with no
shade its going to be a
grueller.
Hopefully the hot
weather will bring more
fish up in the layers
who knows, but one
things for sure you’ve
got to be in it to win it.
It was a lovely chilled
day and unfortunately
no more fish graced
the bank. Even though
the lake was quite busy
the fish were not giving
themselves up easy.
After lovely nights kip I
was up bright and early
watching the water for
any signs of activity. I
didn’t have to wait long
as over the course of
an hour or so 3 fish
showed all at the back
of the island in front of
swim 8.
I checked the weather
and today was going
to be hotter then
yesterday at 28
degrees!! My god its
going to slaughter me.
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I decided to pop home
for a much-needed
shower, a change
of clothes and to
replenish my food bag.
My car was reading
24 degrees already,
so god knows what its
going to be like later.
Within a couple of
hours, I was driving
back to the lake fully
refreshed, and with a
now bursting food bag.

Scott Grant

they do you have to
capitalise on it.

As I made my way
through the trees to a
vantage point where
I could see most of
the water, and my god
there were quite a few
fish in there. I spotted
the coconut common
which looked like a
nuclear sub, and a fish
I dearly want to catch
Buggies, it looked like
At around 12:00
a baby whale. Other
o’clock I donned
fish were Sparkles,
the sunglasses and
Mango, the big fully
checked the bay to see etc all the known units
if the fish were in there, were there.
at this time of the year I made my way back
they do start to get
up the bank and back
in there and when
to the swim, I was

going to put a rod out
in the water and fish it
straight down into the
bay.
I donned the waders
and grabbed two
4ft bank sticks and
proceeded to put them
out in the water angled
so my rod is facing
straight at where I’ll be
casting. I fished a zig
2ft below the surface
and as usual it was
dipped then cast out
into the bay. With the
rod sorted it was time
to get the other rods
out.
The sun was blistering,
and it was now 28
degrees proper holiday
weather, not sitting
around on the bank
weather, trust me I was
melting. Once all the
rods were out I got up
at the vantage point
and watched the fish in
the bay, time after time
fish were swimming
over my zig it was
torture.

The magical Bayeswater
After about 20 minutes
I went back to the
swim, I still had the
waders on just in case
the rod out in the water
got a take.
I was sitting making
some notes when I got
a single bleep on the
bay rod. I got straight
up and walked out to
the rod, I watched as
the line tightened I
grabbed the rod and
the fish was on there
was an almighty crash
where it had spooked
the other fish, it fought
hard and every time
I gained line it took
it back, wth water up
to my chest this was
a different kind of
fishing, exciting and
not knowing what I’ve
hooked into was nerve
racking. I played the
fish and after a while
it was in open water,
I grabbed the net and
finally got to slide it
under a lovely scales
mirror. Once in the
net I let out a might
Ooooooosssshhhh…
Jim in swim 9 heard

me and wound his rods
in and came round.
He looked in the net
and knew the fish as
“Broken Back” once on
the scales she went a
healthy 32lb, I was so
pleased and grinning
from ear to ear, what a
place this is, every fish
is stunning and special.
Jim took some photos
then the fish was
returned to gather
her breath and fight
another day.
I tied another zig,
then checked the bay
to see if the fish had
moved out or were still
present. I couldn’t see
as many but there was
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still fish there so the
fresh zig was cast back
into the bay and put on
the rests.
For the rest of the day
I was in a daze and
just floating along with
the clouds, this for me
is what fishing is all
about.
Later in the evening I
started to get stomach
cramps which is not a
good sign but the only
saving grace was that
I had my medication
with me so after a good
nights kip I should be
fine.
I was woken up before
the alarm went off from
a single beep from my
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it was the bay rod, so
I got straight into the
waders and walked
out to the rod, I
watched the line and
as it tightened I lifted
the rod and whatever
was attached went
absolutely mental, I
tried in vain to control
the fish but it took line
at a rate of knots then
all of a sudden Bang!!
The line went slack. I
had been cut off half
way up the zig, I was
gutted but what can
you do when things like
this happen.
I went and tied a fresh
zig, dipped it then cast
it back down into the
bay, maybe I would get
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another chance who
knows.
Jim called me and
said he had caught the
Hawaiian for the fourth
time!! But unhooked
her treated her then
returned her as no
to stress her (good
angling mate). Lyndon
who was in swim 8
had banked a 34lber
it just seemed to kick
off like a switch had
been flicked absolutely
mental.
The wind had changed
to a North/North
Easterly and was now
blowing down towards
the gate, my weather
app displayed it was
going to be another

banging hot day
around 25 degrees, it
won’t be long before
the fish will start to
spawn.
With the wind pumping
I was seeing fish
coming past the swim
a rod length out, one
after the other. I went
and checked the bay
and couldn’t see a
single fish. An hour
later I walked down
towards the gate and
was met with a sight I
will never forget, there
must have been every
fish in the lake there
just lapping up the sun
and chilling out.
Ginge turned up and
low and behold after
seeing all the fish he
was going to fish here.
I left him to it and went
for a walk round the
lake. I stopped off at
Jim and told him what I
had seen, and he said
all the fish on his side
of the bay had also
departed on the new
wind.
Our only saving grace
is that later today

The magical Bayeswater
the wind is meant to
be changing direction
to an Easterly/ South
Easterly which is
straight into our corner,
I was just hoping the
fish would follow it and
not stay where they are
now.
My Mrs turned up
later in the afternoon
and just as I had
put the kettle on for
her the middle rod
tightened up I lifted
the rod and there was
something on but
didn’t feel like a carp,
after a few minutes
a giant crocodile hit
the surface with my
zig hanging out the
corner of its mouth. It
was trying to jump out
the water like a marlin
and after a few more
head shakes the line
parted and he left with
my foam. The Mrs was
mortified as she had
never seen a pike that
big before. A new zig
was tied then cast out
but only a rod length
out as the fish have
been using the place

like a motorway.
I wound the bay rod in
to give the bay a rest
and as to not spook the
fish if/when they return,
I left the zig soaking
in the Nutjob dip, I still
had the other rods out
but resting an area can
be beneficial.
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and with only 1 swim
left they wont have a
lot of choice.
After a hearty meal it
wasn’t long before I
was in the bag snoring
like a goodun, it was
a very quiet night all
round and at 05:00
when the alarm went
off all I wanted to do
Later that evening
was throw my phone
around 19:00 I cast
in the lake, but this is
the bay rod out, then
prime time for seeing
recast my other rods,
where the fish are, if
then settled down for
they show themselves
the night. The lake was and I wasn’t going to
still quite busy with
miss that for the sake
anglers coming and
of a bit of kip. So, it
going but being Friday was up kettle on empty
whoever is here now is the bladder then sit
here for the weekend,
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and watch the show.
A couple of fish
crashed out in front of
8 then a unit of a fish
crashed out right up to
the wrist of its tail and
my god was is big, the
tsunami that followed
was enough to take
your breath away.
Could it have been
the elusive Tiger Fish?
Who knows but one
things for sure it was
big.
I didn’t see another
fish show after that so
maybe they had done
the off down the other
end or gone into the
bay to chill out just as
the sun comes up.
I text Jim to see how

Scott Grant
he was getting on and
he said it was a quiet
night for him and for
the rest of the lake,
nothing had been out.
Mid-morning, I checked
the bay and there
was a big common
plus two big mirrors
just waddling about,
one of the big mirrors
was Buggies a fish I
dearly want to catch,
this gave me more
confidence and maybe
just maybe one of them
will take a liking to the
zig I have sitting there
in front of them.
The weather today
wasn’t going to be as
hot as the previous
days and a lovely 18

degrees was forecast
with the wind staying
the same blowing
right into the bay.
Early afternoon I got
a call from Jim he had
bagged a gem, so I
wound the bay rod
in and made my way
round to him.
The fish was a lovely
scaley mirror of 27lb
13oz simply lovely, I
done the photographs
for him then made my
way back checking the
bay as I went, I didn’t
see a single fish.
I stood in the swim
and a fish crashed
right over the area I
had a rod at the start
of the week which is
on a gravel patch, my
dilemma now was do I
stick with the zig in the
bay or change it back
to the bottom.
After seeing no fish in
the bay, I decided to
go back on the bottom
and fished a Skunk
wafter, then topped the
area up with a kilo of
boilies.

The magical Bayeswater

Phil turned up and
went into swim 2 next
to me as the fella in
there had up sticks
and left, he wasted
no time in getting the
rods out, fishing tight
to the island. I left him
to it and went for some
dinner, and as I was
eating it the right-hand
rod tightened up the
alarm let out a couple
of bleeps, my dinner
went on the floor I lifted
the rod and could feel
something but it felt
like something wasn’t
right. I then heard Phil
shout out that the fish

he was playing had
gone over my line, so
I done no more and
simply opened the bail
arm and he landed the
fish. What a fish it was
as well the big fully
which in fact was my
first Bayeswater carp
at 32lb in 2016.
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snip and start again
which didn’t take me
long.
With the rod back out
it was time to chill with
the lads.
Come midnight and
I was ready for bed
I drifted off and a
couple of hours later
was woken up by a
Phil has caught this
couple of bleeps on
fish before, but we
the bottom bait rod. I
weighed it and it was
was straight out the
bang on 32lb Phil had bag headtorch on and
a quick picture, then
stood by the rod, the
the fish was returned.
line was still in the clip
My line was a complete so maybe it was a liner,
mess and it was a
it was chilly
simple case of snip,
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swim
5 had
banked

had come down and I
congratulated him on
his fish. As we stood
there talking one of
Jims rods was away he
was straight onto it, but
the fish had snagged
him, Lyndon got the
boat ready whilst I ran
back to my car and got
my life jacket.
Ive never ran so fast
and before I went back
to the bivvy a pee was “Blackleaf” at 34lb, Karl but once back at the
in swim 4 had a stockie swim myself and Jim
in order then it was
got in the boat both
simply back in the bag and lost 1.
with life jackets on but
and try and go back to
The fish were definitely with me panting like a
sleep.
spread out and
goodun.
I was woken up with
the sun smashing into definitely not in the bay
in numbers.
Once we were above
my face, my alarm
A few hours later and
the fish she came out
must have gone off
but stayed deep and
but I don’t remember a with the boot sale
finished it was time
started towing us out
thing, I had a banging
for me to pack up and into the main lake.
headache not a good
There are sunken
start to the day at all. I head home.
With everything packed
had the first mornings
coffee with a couple of away I
ibuprofen… this is what walked
getting old does to you. round to
Jim who
I text Jim to see if he or was still
anyone had any action in swim 9
(snags)
through the night he
to say my
said Lyndon had a
goodbyes.
33lber and Adam in
Lyndon

The magical Bayeswater
trees to the left in
about 3ft of water then
a sheer drop down to
10ft.

I slid the net under a
lovely scaley mirror.
On the scales it went
29lb 4oz and was a
corker, with the photos
The wind pushed us
complete and the fish
into the trees and Jim
returned Jim couldn’t
said I’m getting out the say sorry enough I had
boat and before I could scratches all up my
say a word he got out
right arm a massive
and the boat upturned scratch across my belly
with me still in it!!! I
it was like I’d been in a
was like a drowned rat cat fight.
but still had the landing
net in my hand and
The funny thing was
as soon as I surfaced
when I called my Mrs
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to tell her I said to Jim
and the lads she is
never going to believe
this, they were all
laughing as you can
imagine.
With a towel strewn
across my drivers seat
it was time to head
home.
Looking back, I had
a great weeks fishing
with some great lads
who just want to enjoy
their fishing and have a
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laugh.

The magical Bayeswater
Www.hookedonbaits.
co.uk

I would like to
thank the following
companies for their
If you’re out on the
products of which I use bank stay safe and
in my fishing.
remember its only
fishing.
Www.galaxybaits.co.uk
All the best
Www.sharptackle.co.uk
Geezer
Www.kudostackle.
co.uk
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#PARTICLEPERFECTION

SEE OUR FULL RANGE AT

HOOKEDONBAITS.COM
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Talking Carp Interview – with
Greg Ellis by Mark Galli

Greg Ellis
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TC: This month we have with us Greg Ellis. Now, just in case any of you
missed the Magazines or Social Media or Carp Shows over the past few
months, Greg is the current, and in my opinion, well deserved Carp-Talk
Carp Angler of the Year. 2017 was a great year for him as not only was he
voted ‘CAOTY’, he set a New PB and a New Lake Record…and he had
a few trials and tribulations along the way too…but, we are not here to go
over that, although we would like to congratulate him (belatedly) on taking
the title, but we want to get to know the man behind the title and where
it all started to see if Greg can inspire some of you Junior Anglers out
there…!!
So, welcome Greg to the Electronic Pages of ‘Talking Carp’ for the first
time and why not start by telling us a little something about yourself and
what you do outside of your fishing….if indeed you have any time outside
of your fishing…?!
GE: Hi Mark, thanks for having me. Well, some people seem to think I’m
a full-time angler and it’s actually my job, but that couldn’t be further from
the truth. I’m actually a roofer Monday to Friday and an angler Friday until
Sunday.
I also enjoy going to the gym of an evening after work too, so my life is
pretty hectic, and I don’t have a lot of time for a relationship. Not when
I fish every weekend! Things may have to change soon though as I’m
getting on now, I’m twenty-nine and nearly the dreaded thirty this year. I’ll
die a lonely old man if I keep this routine going much longer. …!!!!
TC: Wow, if you think thirty is ‘getting on a bit’, I must be ancient then…!
Let’s roll back the years then and tell us about when you actually started
fishing and who inspired / taught you to fish and what type of fishing was
it…?
GE: I first went fishing with my brother and my dad when I was probably
about eight years old. I only had a whip and I was fishing for anything
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Roach and Perch.
TC: What was the first fish you caught and where was it from…?
GE: I can’t remember what my first fish was, but it was most probably
a Roach from one of my local waters called The Warren, in Stanford-leHope, Essex.
TC: The Warren...? This place seems to have a bit of a History for some
of our well-known Carp Anglers from your neck of the woods…. When did
you start fishing specifically for Carp and why…?
GE: Surprisingly, my very first Carp came when I went on a family holiday
to Devon back in 2001. My Dad, Brother and myself went fishing for the
day in Paignton at a place called New Barn Farm. They had a shop there
where you could hire tackle and some kit.
Instead of using the whip, my dad hired me and my brother a Float Rod
each and we set up on one of their lakes armed with a tin of sweet corn.
We both managed our first Carp and both were nine pounders and that is
when the ‘buzz’ set in……That’s when I knew I had to “catch more carp”
TC: Well, you certainly managed to do that over the past seventeen
years…You have had some amazing catches over those years and all
must hold some special memories, but what was you first memorable
Carp Catch and where from…?
GE: I have had many a memorable capture over the years, but back then,
the one in Devon was the first really memorable one obviously and then I
had many more on ‘The Warren’. I was out fishing all the time and making
memories. Something that the Juniors out there need to remember. It is
not just about catching the big ones, you have to enjoy them all.

The spectacular lake of dreams
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TC: What tackle did you have back then…?
GE: I had some Chub rods and Shimano 8000 reels. All of my other stuff
was cheap or hand me downs from the adults on my local water.
TC: What type of baits were you using in the early days…?
GE: I used to use anything I could get. Mainly Trout Pellets from my local
pet shop in Corringham as they were only 99p a kilo or something like
that. The lake was full of Bream, so I caught a lot of them along the way.
I didn’t mind though as a fish was a fish to me. The Carp were just the
jackpot prizes.
TC: No shame in the odd Bream…have I mentioned my 12lb Tench…?
Sorry, it’s me interviewing you isn’t it…..So, how old where you when you
did you first overnight session for Carp and where was it and who with…?
GE: I think my first ever overnighter was at another local water called
‘Marsh Farm’. I went with my mate Niki and his dad Rich. It was like going
on holiday, sorting all camping stuff out for a night away from home with
the chance of a few
carp.
It was something
else and if you’re a
natural born Carper,
you will feel the
feeling I felt. The
feeling of escaping
the outside world
and loving it…..I’m
still always looking
for that same buzz
now. The wilder the

Greg Ellis
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the pit the better it is for me…!!
TC: I can relate the ‘Camping’ part there Greg…it’s what I spend most
of my sessions doing as I don’t catch that often, but that’s only because
I always give the best swim to my lad…honest…..Anyway, how often
did you get out fishing and how does that compare to your fishing time
now…?
GE: I used to get out a lot, most weekends and most evenings after
school for a few hours. It got that bad at times that I actually bunked off
school and would catch carp in my school clothes….and apart from the
clothes, nothing’s changed much...!
TC: Well, we here at Talking Carp do not advocate ‘bunking off’ but
we cannot fault your enthusiasm. How did your gear change and was it
expensive or did you have Second Hand etc…?
GE: I slowly upgraded my stuff but obviously I had no money, so I had
to wait for Birthday and Christmas to arrive. This took years but once I
had all of my stuff I pretty much stuck with it for years to follow. I’ve had
one set of rods and reels in regular use for eight years straight without
changing before, which shows the youngsters out there, they don’t have
to have the latest gear to catch Carp..!
TC: Did you fish any Carp Matches in your early days and what made you
start…?
GE: Yes, I used to fish many carp matches on my local ‘The Warren
Fishery’. I’ve always been quite competitive and that’s still in my blood
today. The big carp scene is competitive, not by numbers like the carp
match boys but we’re normally all out there on the circuit with one fish in
mind.
This is the buzz that keeps me going, the drive to get that particular fish
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the drive to get that particular fish you set out for. When you do catch it,
it’s like winning the lottery…!
TC: Who were the people that inspired you with your fishing…?
GE: Like most people of my generation would say, back then it was Terry
Hearn. I had a Terry Hearn ‘Specialist Bedchair’ from JRC and all sorts.
He’s still a fantastic angler even now and to be fair, I would say he’s a
Carp Angling icon.

TC: Who are the people that inspire you now…?
GE: Obviously, Terry Hearn will always inspire me and still does today.
Dave Levy has looked after me from my early days on the “big carp
circuit” and he has inspired me loads too…. I love him….!
We are really good mates and always will be. He is without doubt, one of
the best people in this game and he does so much to help the younger
generation to stick with it (like he did me).
He is the reason I am what I am today. I want to help the younger
generation where I can as I know it helped me loads having Dave there.
He knows how to catch them too. These days me and Dave come as a

Greg Ellis
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TC: When did you first
become Associated /
Sponsored by a company
and which company was
it…?

GE: I picked up a few little
trade deals back in 2010, I
even managed a free bait
deal with a local company
then too. I’ve always been
the way I am. Relentless
and always out there at any given opportunity.
TC: Who are your current Associates / Sponsors…?
GE: At the moment I’ve got two and that’s Ridge Monkey and Mainline
Baits. Both are superb companies and really look after their Team guys
and I am very grateful for the opportunity they have given me.
TC: Have you always fished, or have you had time away from the Fishing
Scene…?
GE: I had a spell of no
fishing when I found the
pubs and clubs, along with
the girls. From the age of
seventeen to twenty-two I
was out raving a lot. Trust
me, I’ve lived my life and
done a lot of things in those
years. Some good and
some bad.
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Carp fishing saved my life but now it’s so extreme I’m struggling to level it
out and find a normal life. I need to settle down soon, but I’m so addicted I
don’t like to give up my weekends to try.
Everything is going digital these days. Even meeting girls is easily done
without even going out. I guess the times have changed, eh?
TC: Mate, I’ve been married for 28 years so my past life is but a distant
memory now, what memory I have left anyway…!!! So, what is the biggest
change to your fishing from your early days to now…?
GE: Driving…!! Most definitely driving...! Since taking my fishing out of the
local area and traveling all over the South I’ve met so many people from
all over the country.
There’s so many waters out there, there’s just not enough time.
Life’s too short to stay local, get out there and explore what the country
has to offer!
Especially the south…!

Greg Ellis
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TC: I’ll stick with the Midlands and some of my nice little Estate lakes I
think…I only travel South for the Ferry Crossing….!! Did you start setting
yourself targets in the early days and why…?
GE: Yes, this goes back to my competitive side that I spoke about earlier.
It gives me the drive to give it my all in my angling.
Obviously, some targets are set and not achieved. Syndicate prices can
be expensive these days and if you’re paying £1500 for a year and catch
most of the “bigguns”, minus the one you want, it’s a bit expensive to pay
that money again for a year of repeats…!
TC: Do you still set targets and if so, can you share the current ones with
us…?
GE: Yes, I still set targets. These days they’re usually 50lb+ carp and my

28

Interview with -

El’s Fish from the Notorious North Met Pit. I’ve had some bangers along
the way but I’m still waiting for that one to slip over the net cord…!
TC: What advice would you give to a Junior Carp Angler as they start out
in today’s modern Carp Angling Scene…?
GE: Just go fishing and enjoy catching fish. It’s not a great time to
start due to the Social Media side of it. If you catch a nice fish, there
always seems to be someone on there trying to put you down for your
capture……
Trust me, even the best anglers get this treatment. Just ignore it and let
your fish do the talking. That’s what I do, and I’ve turned out ok…. Haven’t
I…??!!

Greg Ellis
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TC: Well, it has been an absolute pleasure speaking with you Greg and
thanks for your time and for sharing some of those early pictures with us
too. It’s always nice to get the background story to help to try and inspire
a new generation of Carp Anglers and I think you’ve clearly shown, it’s
not about starting off catching monsters or having the best or latest kit,
it’s about getting on the bank and enjoying the fishing, no matter what. A
great advice too about ignoring the critics…and Social Media has it’s far
share of them….!!
Finally, I have a few “Quick Fire” questions for you, so here goes….
Which do you prefer…
• Commons or Mirrors...? Mirrors
• Day Sessions or Overnighters or Longer Sessions...? Longer Sessions
• Small or Big Waters...? Big Waters
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• UK or Outside...? UK, all day…!!!
• Spring / Summer Autumn or Winter fishing...? All of them
• Bottom or Surface...? Both
• Close in or Long Range...? Both, whatever I have to do on the day to
try and take a fish
• If you could only fish one more session, where would it be...? That’s
easy, North Met Pit……. I still need El’s……!!
• What is the most memorable Fish you caught so far and why?
I have a few memorable ones that have truly left a mark on me.
‘Roids’ my current PB being one but I’d have to say Hendrix from
Cleverley Mere.
That fish was where it all started for me and I left years ago without
catching the actual fish I joined for. Last year I went back to settle
the score and it paid off nicely.
The buzz was real……and that’s the reason I do this…...!!!!!
Thanks again
Greg and good
luck for the future
from all at Talking
Carp and fingers
crossed you get
your chance with
El’s…!!!

31

During the interview, Greg mentioned he was ready to release his own
short ‘Video Diary’ of his sessions on his YouTube Channel “The Ellis
Diary”. These are all self-recorded during actual sessions and only edited
in a basic format. Non-Scripted and a real insight in to his devotion in the
pursuit of Carp…take a look at Part One and Subscribe to his Channel..!!!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHpOUeDcs1s&t=153s
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Return To The Park Lake
by Gary Milky Lowe
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Well after my result
at the park lake I
decided to do another
two nights on there as
my syndicate was still
shut. I just hoped that
the fish didn’t spawn
while I was on there.
I knew it wouldn’t be
long before they did
as it has been warm
for a few days now,
if they did I would be
packing up and leaving
them to it. The night
before I had a walk
round the lake just so
I could get an idea or
where the fish were,
and after a good walk
round I finally found
a big group of fish in
one corner that looked
like they had been
feeding as the water
was quite cloudy. I
stayed there for about
an hour watching them
swimming around so I
knew what route they
were taking around the
swim. There was two
other people on and
they had had nothing
but said the fish were
really active so if I get it
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right I could be in for a
good session.
The following morning
I was up early so I
could get the swim I
wanted. I loaded the
car and made the short
car drive to the lake
that took less than 3
minutes as its right
behind my house. I
parked the car in the
small car park near the
swim I wanted to fish
then loaded the barrow
up with all my gear
and walked through
the trees to the parks
path then the short
walk to my swim, then
I carried my gear down
the steps to me swim.
I looked out onto the
pond to see if the fish
were still there, after
about half an hour I
had seen 3 fish, so
they were still here. I
set up my house then
put the kettle on, so
I could have a brew
before I tied some
new rigs and cast out.
The rigs I am going to
use on all three rods

are the Ronnie rig
and the pop ups I am
going to use are some
homemade specials in
white and yellow, these
have served me well in
the past.
The first rod which was
going to the right under
an overhanging willow
at about 40 yards, this
was going to be a tight
cast as I wanted it to
clip the branches so
the lead and the bait
went under the bush,
and after the 3rd cast
I managed to hit the
mark, then walked
round to the other
side of the bush and
put in about 100 half
baits and then on top
I put in about a kilo of
seed just to get them
grubbing around. The
middle rod I was going
to put in a hole in the
weed about 20 yards
straight out and I did
the same with the bait
on that rod as well. The
third rod was going to
be a bit tricky as this
one was going to be
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cast down the left-hand
bank to the back of
some small pads but
in a small clear patch
as all around the pads
it was thick weed, after
5 or 6 casts I managed
to put the rig bang on
the money and again
the same with the bait.
Now it was time to sit
back on my chair and
have a brew.

had visitors I walked
up the steps to chat
to them. There was
plenty of fish around
the swim, so I knew I
was in the right spot.
That afternoon the
fish had moved to
the right of the swim
which was near the
pads and I started to
get a few liners, so I
had to sit on my hands
as the indicator was
Well the first few hours going right up to the
passed quickly, and we rod blank and back
had the normal noise
down. Well this went
from a park lake….
on for about an hour
kids shouting and dog until I finally watched
walkers, the thing with the indicator rise up
this swim is it’s all
to the top and the rod
close in work so you
bent round and started
don’t want people on
to take line slowly, as
your swim so when I
I had the clutch tight,
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so it couldn’t go too
far. After a short but
spirited fight and a
few weed beds later,
I had a dark common
in the net. That’s not
a bad start, I scanned
the fish as all the fish
are chipped, so we
can keep track on the
weights a couple of
photos and I slipped
her back.
I rebaited the rod with
one of my white pop
ups, then wrapped the
line on the range sticks
then cast it back to the
clear spot and then
a few more freebies
around it. There was
still fish close by as
they were just sitting
in the weed I watched
the water for a good
few hours and all the
fish I could see were
to the right and that
right rod by the pads
is the one that I felt
would go again and
the other two were just
there making up the
numbers. The bailiff
came down and we
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sat there watching the
water and drinking
tea and talking about
the lake, and the fish
were really active that
evening. They were
showing in this half of
the lake. One other
person turned up and
set up in the swim
directly opposite me
but there was enough
water in-between us,
and as the sun went
down I watched the
fish move off and out
of the swim and in front
of someone else so
I thought that’s it, I’ll
get an early night, so
I climbed into my bag
and got my head down.
I still thought I would
get something in the
night.
I woke up at first light
to nothing, so I sat
there on the edge of
the bed watching the
water and watching
some fish out in the
main body of the lake
there was nothing in
front of me. I knew that
most of the fish move
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out of this spot in the
night but then they
move back in during
the day. About two
hours later the sun was
making its way higher
in the sky and shining
on my area which was
warming the water up
and I started to see a
few fish working their
way into the swim
when the right-hand
rod was away! Again
this time the fight was
a bit different, this fish
was a bit bigger and
kept my hart racing as
it went from weedbed
to weedbed but finally
the fish was in front of
me going from left to
right I could see the

fish in the clear water
it was definitely a good
20 so I was glad when
it went in the net. A
quick look and it was
definitely a 20 and a
dark one as well. On
the scales the fish went
25lb I scanned the
fish and it was already
tagged so a few snaps
and back she went...
so that’s two fish in
less than 24hrs. I was
happy with that.
The rod was cast back
on the spot and again
I put the same amount
of free bait around the
spot. I placed the rod
down I heard a buzzer
and another angler
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was into a fish on
the other side of the
lake, so the fish were
definitely on the feed
around the lake. I
made myself a nice
cooked breakfast and
a cup of tea and sat
down just to chill out
and watch the fish
and see what they’re
doing. After drinking
my cuppa I decided to
climb the tree to the
left of my swim to get
a proper look at the
channels in the weed
and see if there is
another spot I can find
for the other two rods
but after been up the
tree for over an hour I
couldn’t find any other
spots that I thought
would be good so I
decided to stay on the
same spots and I was
glad I did as half an
hour later the middle
rod tightened up. As
soon as I picked the
rod up the fish was
already solid in the
weed so I kept steady
pressure on the rod
and I could feel the

fish coming free so
kept walking back till
it was out of the weed
and then it started to
go from left to right, up
and down the margins
and I got a good look
at it and it looked a
good common, the
same as the mirror
very dark. After a short
while later the fish was
in the net, and on the
scales it went 24lb. A
quick scan and a few
pics and I slipped her
back… this was turning
out to be a good
session,
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it looked like the fish
were going to spawn
in the next couple of
weeks if it stays warm.
That evening I was
watching the fish move
back out the area when
the right hand rod was
away again this fish did
the same as most of
the others and headed
straight in to the weed,
and yes every time
I got it out of one
weed bed it went in to
another, but after a few
minutes I had it under
control and it was in
front of me. This fish
was a bloody angry
The rest of the day was one, charging about
uneventful, the weather everywhere but finally I
really warmed up and
netted it. It wasn’t big,
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maybe a mid-double
and I was right. I
scanned it and on the
scales it went 16lb so
a few snaps later and
she was back in her
home. I rebaited the
rod and cast it back
to the spot. I sat back
on my chair and was
thinking about the fish I
had caught and all the
fish were really nailed
so I must have the rig
right. As I sat there
watching the water I
could see a few fish
crashing out just left of
my right-hand rod so I
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knew if they got their
heads down I would
be in for another take.
It didn’t take long for
the rod to go again just
as the sun was going
down this fish didn’t
put up much of a fight
and in the net I could
see why. It was only a
small one, not even a
double, so I scanned it
and a quick weigh on
the scales just for the
records and back she
went.
Before I recast the rod
I had a quick cuppa

then I wrapped the rod
up so I can hit the right
spot as its dark now. I
baited up and decided
to get my head down
as I wanted to pack up
at first light and move
into the swim next door
as that’s where most of
my bites came from. I
had a good night sleep
and I woke up before it
got light with no action
on the rods. I packed
up my gear and took
most of it back to the
car. I left one rod and
a few bits and set up in
the next swim.
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The swim is small and
covered in pads, there
is a small tree to the
right and it’s smooth
under it and there is
always fish under it,
and this morning was
no different. There was
two commons under
it. I had to wait till they
moved off then I slowly
put my rig as close as
I could to the spot and
laid it on the ground.
A few handful of bait
around it and sat back
and waited. After a few
hours of watching the
fish swimming in the
tree and not coming
anywhere near my
hook bait I decided to
redo my hook bait and

try and get it closer.
Just as I was going to
reel in the other angler
on the other side had
a take. I watched him
playing it he finally
netted it. The fish must
have been a good one
as my phone went and
it was Will, he said
he thinks he’s got a
30lb common in the
net! I said I would be
round to do some pics
and weigh it. On the
scales the fish went
29lb 5oz and had not
been chipped so I
placed a chip in it and
done the pics for him
then watched it swim
off nice and happy. I
sat there for a while
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chatting then I decided
to go back to my swim
and pack up the rest
of my bits and make
my way home. I was
happy to go home as
I had a really good
session. Later that day
I had a call saying that
the lake was closed
for spawning, so I had
to decide where I was
going to go for my next
trip as that’s two of my
lakes closed now. You
will have to read next
months to see were I
go !!
Tight lines
Milky.

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

The British Carp Cups

I started marshalling for the British Carp Angling Championships
around 2007 when Carp Team England Manager Rob Hughes
was the owner.
I first met him whilst fishing the events with my angling partner.
Rob eventually sold to Simon Bennie and I stayed on as a head
marshal running both singles and pairs events.
I continued in that role until the end of 2013 when myself and my
wife Belinda started British Carp Cups Ltd. We pride ourselves
on forward thinking and started Ladies singles and pairs events
along with the very popular Mixed Carp Cup, which is usually our
end of year closer. This year all three of those events sold out
and have competitors on waiting lists.
I have marshalled in Europe for the European Carp Angling
Championships at Abbey Lakes and Ross Honey’s Worlds Carp
Classic at Madine. This year is the 20th Anniversary of the WCC
which I will be fishing myself on the mighty Madine.
Myself and my wife are keen carp anglers but also enjoy fishing
for other species as well.
Last year I was very proud to be asked to marshal the Home
Nations between England, Scotland and Wales on Linear
Fisheries and I must of done something right as I have been
asked to continue into the future.
We have revamped our British Carp Cup with a new look final at
Barston Lake in October.
Anybody is welcome to enter our competitions, Check our
website for more information and current availability. There are
still places available on most of the qualifiers.
Mick Coxon British Carp Cups
www.britishcarpcups.co.uk

Qualifier 7

Old Mill,
Oak Lake
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is so fair and even that
‘This match was
if you came out first
definitely one of the
in the draw it would
most exhilarating I
not really give you
have witnessed in a
much of an advantage.
long time. The lead
Which is exactly what
and qualifying positions this contest proved.
changed on a regular
As the top three pairs
basis throughout the
came out of the draw
48 hours. With less
than an hour to go
on Sunday morning
it looked like the top
three places were
settled but how wrong
was I with that opinion.
Any three pairs from
eight could quite easily
have made the podium
as there was so little
to choose between
them at this stage.
Every peg called for
the scales and there
were a total of 91 fish
caught, made up of 5 x
20lb+, 4 of which were
high 20’s, 18 doubles
and 68 singles. This
venue is a credit to
owners Chris and Jo
Marler and although
only new has the
potential to be one of
the best carp match
waters on the circuit. It

bag 5th, 9th and 11th
respectively. It was a
totally different affair to
our Ladies singles final
held here a couple of
weeks ago although
the fish did spawn in
between the two.
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placed pairs down to
3rd and 4th meaning
Scalley and Murkin
were pipped at the post
and missed out on the
last qualifying place for
the final after spending
almost the entire match
in the top three.

With less than 10
minutes remaining ,
Terry Overend and
Kevin Greenwood
were winning with
112lb 5oz from peg
7 second were Scott
Head and Jerome
Brown in peg 14 with
83lb 8oz and third
The fish in this lake
were Jason Scalley
come in various
and Craig Murkin in
peg 1 on 76lb. But
in a bizarre last few
minutes, Luke Church
and Jason Adams who
were in 7th place had
2 fish which not only
raised their final tally
but actually moved
them up into runners
up spot with 9 fish for
85lb 14oz. This moved
the current 2nd and 3rd

51
shapes and sizes but
the one thing they
have in common is
that they are in pristine
condition and some of
the prettiest around.
There are now only
3 qualifiers left to fill
the final 9 places for
the final at Barston in
October.’
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Qualifier 8

Thorney Weir
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they banked a 21lb+
With the extremely hot common, which gave
temperatures we have us a top three on the
been experiencing
scoreboard. Not long
lately it was not looking after, Simon and Jaye
very favourable for
had two more which
daytime catches. This took them to just over
was evident as it took
the 80lb mark. Now out
over 12 hours for the
in front due to a better
first fish to make an
stamp of fish were
appearance just after
midnight. Simon Bury
and partner Jaye
Carpmail caught it
then followed it up
with 2 more before
breakfast Saturday
putting them in an early
lead on 50lb 5oz. Also
taking advantage of
the morning feeding
spell were father and
son duo David and
Matt Barlow who had
a brace of 20’s taking
their tally to 47lb 9oz.
Daylight Saturday
was just the same as
Friday, hot, still and
fishless. The night
followed the same
pattern too as Mark
Strevens and Matt
Hickman woke me
from my slumber as

David and Matt who
took the victory with
4 fish for 80lb 15oz.
Darryll Boden and
Stuart Sturton caught
a peach of a mirror to
give them fourth place.
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and Matt did extremely
well to reign victorious
and take their place in
the final considering
they came out 10th
in the draw. Jaye and
Simon on the other
hand were the opposite
end of the scale as
they came 2nd out of
the draw bag and their
choice affirmed their
water craft skills.

Although there were
only 11 fish caught, six
of them were 20lb+,
one 19lb+, three
were doubles and
the last was a single.
The margin between
winners and runners
up was a mere 13oz
but the difference
between 3rd and 4th
was only one ounce.
That’s the second time
this year where we had Sunday was a great
a one ounce gap in a
day as we got the
podium position. David news from Thorpe
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Lea fishery 13 miles
down the road that
the England Ladies
Carp Team had been
victorious in their Trinations match against
Wales and Holland.
A short time after the
England football team
beat Panama 6-1 in
the world cup. Happy
Days.
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Qualifier 9

Kingsbury Water
park, Pine Pool
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for 86lb 5oz, a catch
Qualifier 9 was
which had a couple
originally on Branston
of nice 20’s mixed
Water Park but due
in to help boost their
to recent weather
weight and take the
conditions causing
victory. In contrast
an explosive weed
Mick Ledger and Dan
growth it was moved to Moorcroft came out of
Pine Pool. This match the draw bag in first
followed the same
pattern as Qualifier 8 at
Thorney Weir with no
fish out until after dark
and the bites drying
up before breakfast.
Unlike previous
qualifiers on here, the
fish seemed evenly
spread throughout all
area’s.
To get a podium some
pairs tried slightly
differing approaches
to get bites which
proved to be the
difference in this one.
Darren Pearse and
Levi Letchford came
out half way through
the draw in sixth place
and picked peg 8.
They spodded and
then waited for the
fish to arrive. It worked
as they had five fish

place and picked the
ever popular reeds
peg 10. They finished
on 85lb 7oz but had to
work alot harder for it
by catching eight fish,
the biggest was only a
smidge over 14lb. This
however
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was enough to give
them runner up spot.
Third place was a
different story with
at least eight pairs
still in the running on
Sunday morning and
only requiring a decent
fish to take the final
qualifying position.
In the end it went to
Tim Hickinbottom and
Rich Beardmore who
had four fish for 44lb
7oz followed closely

by brothers Matt and
Adam Wyld with two
fish for 41lb 14oz.
One of these weighed
26lb 10oz and was
the biggest of the
weekend. It was very
tight between the rest
of the pairings and only
one peg failed to weigh
fish, but even they had
hooked and lost some.
Overall we had 28 fish
caught for a combined
weight of 216lb, with
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an average of approx
15lb per fish. This
comprised of 6 x 20lb+,
16 x doubles and 6 x
singles. Considering
the conditions we did
not feel this was a bad
return.
We are almost at the
end now with just one
qualifier remaining
which will produce
the last three pairs for
the October final at
Barston.
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Keep watch for details of next years dates and
venues, and remember to book early to secure
your place in the number one carp competition.
Contact Mick or Belinda Coxon at
www.britishcarpcups.co.uk
for more informaion
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Chapter 4 only in next months
Talking Carp!!!!

you can buy Spug’s latest book Carping mad 3
by clicking the link below
www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books
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Carp Chronicles
by Brett
McPhee

Carp Chronicles
So the annual carp
hanky panky has been
in full flow over the
last month and I found
myself having to pack
up and leave on a few
occasions leaving the
fish to get on with it,
this also meant some
of the venues then
closed for a period of
time to help them rest
and get over it which
in my eyes is brilliant
fishery management.
Before they started
on my syndicate I
managed another night
and got amongst them
bagging myself 9 fish
on a quick overnight
session, it was carnage
at some points with a
double take keeping
me on my toes, which
is why I always carry 2
landing nets.
It was great to get
some bends in the
rods and have a good
evening spent with
Mark enjoying the
sunset over a few
beers.
Arriving around dinner
I set up some simple

rigs just plain multi rigs,
12mm fruit specials
and a sharp hook !
Finished off with a
good helping of the
Complex T bollies and
I found the more I put
in the more the fish
came.
I always find that the
find really get on it hard
before a spawn and
if you’re lucky to be
fishing at this time you
can really go through
some bait.
The next morning a
few had started down
to my right so the only
thing to do was to pack
up and go leaving them
to it, I did spread the
rest of my bait around
to give them something
to eat after all that
activity.
With the night free
I decided I would
take out Lucy over to
Meadowview again
for the night, plan was
hatched gear was
loaded including some
lovely burgers and
a BBQ I love these
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sessions with Lucy and
every time we go out
she seems to fall in
love with fishing more.
I was soon setting up
with her in the bivvy
me sleeping under the
stars..... not my best
move as I woke the
next morning looking
like the elephant man
mozzie bites all over
me.
We did however
manage to get 4 carp
all quite small and
once again morning
brought signs of
spawning fish so an
early pack up and go
was on the cards.
It was almost 10 days
before I ventured out
again as family life
kicked in while the fish
did to do.
But Kate one evening
I found myself
walking he banks of
Meadowview again
with a floater rod and a
bucket of mixers, sure
enough after only a
short time I managed
to find some fish
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milking under the
surface and with a
scattering of mixers out
they slowly started to
take the odd one.
About 20 minutes later
they were mopping
up every single one
and I knew it was time
to drop the hook bait
in, 10 seconds in the
water and wallop I was
in!
A lovely mid double
was the victim and
after a good battle it
gave in slipped over
the net and posed with
me for the camera.
As much as I tried to
get them feeding with
confidence it was not
to be and it was just
the one for me but I
was more than happy
with that.
The heat that next
week was almost
unbearable and I hid
as much as I could I
am really not a sun
worshipper of any kind.
I managed to get a
break in the weather
about 6 days later

Carp Chronicles
next to one set of pads
when I warm evening
and a flick no more
was giving into a
than 30 yards to front
pressure drop, wind
of the swim was all that
and chance of some
was needed and with a
rain so I seized the
handful of hemp, corn
opportunity and went
and bollies of each the
onto the Mist for a
traps where set.
night.
The tips had to be
It would seem that
high to keep as much
most people had
line out of the Lily’s as
the same idea and I
possible.
arrived to a packed
The night was warm
lake at around 19:30
and humid and sunset
I had a walk down the was lovely, but after a
right back and after
full day I was ready for
no more than 50ft had sleep and gentle dozed
been bitten 6 to 7 times off around 11pm.
from mozzies, there is
an old canal running
I was woken at 00:19
behind this side that’s
with an absolute one
almost dried up and
now resembles swamp
land I had expected
that so quickly turned
back and went over to
the other side.
I found the point swim
empty it’s not one I
have fished as the
Lilly’s in the area are
quite thick but with not
much else to go on I
set up.
A quick under arm flick
to the right of the swim
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toner on the right
margin rod as a fish
had slipped up and
swallowed the size 6
hook and 12mm pop
and was now heading
for the pads.
I bent round into an
already tight line giving
it as much as I dared
and with a bit of luck
managed to turn the
fish towards me. It then
came right back across
the front of the swim to
the pads on my left all
the time I cranked on
the reel trying to catch
up.
Eventually after a good
10 minutes battle
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which saw the fish find
refuge in the pads and
me having to put the
rod down slack and
wait for it to come out
of its own accord I
slipped the net around
a good mirror.
It weighed in at a
respectable 17.10lb
and I was happy to
get one under the belt
as I had been told the
fishing had been hard
the last week or so.
I slipped it back after
some self takes and
once the rod was back
in the spot with some
more bait hit the sack
again.
At around 2am I was

Brett McPhee

in again this fish felt
different and literally
flat rodded me from
the moment I lifted into
it and gain sanctuary
straight away in the
pads.
No matter what I did I
just couldn’t at it free

but could feel it was
still on and the splash
at the back of the pads
confirmed my worst
fears that the fish had
gone through the pads
and was now still on
but with a full Lilly bed
between me and it.
There was nothing else
I could do I stripped to
my boxers and with the
rod in the air waded to
the edge of he pads,
I wound down and
removed the line from
pads bit by bit until the
fish was only a short
distance away now.
Suddenly it must have
seen me and took off
like a steam train
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at full pelt for the next
pads and just as it did
the hook pulled!!
It’s 2am I am up to
my bollocks in water
and now I would have
nothing to show for
it, great back to bed
it was but not before
setting the rod back on
the spot. Nothing else
came during the night
and with the temps
hitting 20C by 9am I
was packed up and on
my toes before 10am.
Around this time PB
Products had done
a pair free deal on
their website and after
so many people had
told me their line was
something else I took
the plunge and placed

the order
for the 24lb
Control
mono.
It arrived
later that
week and my
word I was
blown away
for a line
of 24lb it was so thin
supple and I couldn’t
wait to get out using
it, the reels where
stripped and loaded
and I had posted to say
I was impressed with
it already, it’s a funny
old world sometimes
as that one post got a
friend of mine to put
in a good word for me
and would you believe
it 3 weeks later as I
write I have just been
taken on
by PB
products
as a team
member.
The first
order
arrived
this week
and I
have a
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full selection of gear
now to use and all
of it has blown me
away it’s such quality
compared to others on
the market and I am
hoping to strengthen
the relationship with
them as I go on during
the year.
Until next time keep
enjoying it
Brett
http://www.stinkystuff.
fishing/
https://pbproductsuk.
co.uk/
http://www.
meadowviewfisheries.
co.uk/

102

ACA Bank Buddy ONLY £27.99

The ACA Bank Buddy is a waterproof wireless speaker that has been designed and
built with outdoor adventures in mind
A GREAT ADDITION TO YOUR KIT !!!!!!!!!!!!!
PRODUCT FEATURES INCLUDE :
Blue Tooth Connectivity
Hands Free Call Facility
Two Way Control
AUX Input to play DVD’S etc
Built In FM Radio
Shock and Waterproof

Get Yours Now at http://acaproducts.co.uk/?product=aca-bank-buddy
100% of all profits from the sale of Bank Buddy goes to Charity.
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ACA Thermal
Trousers
100% Waterproof

Wind-proof &
Breathable
Fleece-lined.
Super stylish and very
comfortable outdoor
waterproofs.
This modern
Peachskin fabric is
essentially a hi-tech,
synthetic version
of traditional moleskin clothing. It is beautifully soft to the touch and ACA have
combined it with a complimentary, lightweight Taslan-type synthetic shell on the seat
& knees to produce a very elegant outdoor set.
Ideal for: Fishing, Shooting, Hunting, Walking, Working, Spectating, and loads of
other outdoor activities.
Overtrouser features: with..
Elasticated Waistband & Press-stud Fastener.Velcro Adjuster to fit bottoms snug
around boots.Reinforced Taslan to Knees and Seat.2x Side Hand Pockets.2x
External Patch Pockets.
Available in Sizes:

Large, XL, 2XL, 3XL

Now available In assosiation with NAVITAS
!!!!!!!!
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check the ACA website for more information
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The Park Lake BY
Gary Milky Lowe

Appr
oach
by P
i
aul H ng a new
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r

Approaching a new water
I opened my account the island in the
on a new syndicate centre of the lake it
water.
soon become quite
clear which route
Approaching a new they prefer to take
water can be quite
so I setup on that
daunting especially basis. A quick lead
just after spawning
about and some
and with the weather casts later with the
conditions been hot deeper told me all I
25 to 28c I knew it
needed to know on
was not going to be where to present my
easy. I walked the
bait and rigs.
lake and noticed
some fish patrolling The spot was really
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tight to the island in
5tf of water which
quickly dropped off
into 14ft so I had
to make sure I was
just clipping the tree
line to land onto
the shelf. It was a
silt spot but not soft
“it felt like a good
feeding area” as
everything around
it was very soft and
smelly but it did
have the odd
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bit of weed. With
that in mind I opted
to use the multi rig
with a Mad Baits
LFB pop up I used

Paul Heseltine

four Castaway Pva
nuggets on each
cast to protect the
hook point more
than anything. I

baited heavily with
LFB boilie crumb
and homemade
particle which was
also soaked in the
LFB food glug I also
used the throwing
stick to put a wider
spread of 18mm
LFB boilies around
the area. The reason
for the heavy baiting
approach was I
knew that the fish
was patrolling but I
needed to stop them

Approaching a new water
them in the tracks.
It’s nice when a plan
comes together as I
went on to land two
mirrors from this
spot 27lb 2oz and
32lb 12oz both fish
come in the early
hours of the morning
I believe that was
just down to the hot get the floater gear
weather conditions. out as I noticed quite
a few fish basking
Another opportunity in the sun In one of
did present itself to
the corners, It didn’t
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take long to get
them feeding on dog
biscuits which had
been glugged in
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rapeseed oil and
Asbo stick mix. The
fish was very cute
and I had to scale
right down to get the
bite, size 14 hook
and a whittled down
Nutz pop is what
did the damage in
the end landing me
a nice 24lb 15oz
mirror

Paul

Paul Heseltine

The Park Lake
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Crack your carp tactics

Use Finygo to automatically record your carp fishing trips
and catches to find new trends and patterns
Join Groups and share your wins with friends to the feed and
on Facebook
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Gary Lowe

24 Hours with my son
I arranged to take
my son Josh fishing
again... but this time
he wanted to stay
overnight with me. No
problem at all.
So I decided to take
him to Mineral Lakes,
in Bedworth, on the
smaller pool rather
than the specimen
lake where soon I’m
confident I will catch
the monster of the lake
and finish part 2 of my
article that I started in
March, ‘In search of
the monster’, but that’s
for another day...

The smaller pool holds
some cracking fish
and a few surprise that
people aren’t aware
of. There’s Carp to just
under 30lb, Sturgeon
to just under 40lb and
Catfish to 35lb+, along
with a bit of everything
else. Also, the fact that
he wants to catch a
Sturgeon after seeing
some of the monsters
I’ve caught when I’ve
been on the bigger
lake, I thought this
would be the perfect
venue to do it.
So since the last time I
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took him he has been
asking constantly
saying he wanted to
come again and do a
over nighter with me.
So I told him he could
when he was not in
nursery and we both
couldn’t wait until his
was off...
My wife wasn’t sure
he’d stay overnight in
a bivvy… but I knew
he’d love it even more
than the first time he
went. So I decided I’d
take him during the
half term holiday at the
start of June.
So it was the night
before we was due to
go on our little fishing
adventure and Josh
was all excited about
going, so I told him that
we had to be up nice
and early so we could
get a good peg as it
gets quiet busy on that
lake. So after getting
him to bed early on
the Thursday night I
loaded the car and put
it in the garage, all
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ready for the next
morning and I set my
alarm and decided to
grab an early night
myself.
The alarm went off
around 5am Friday
1st June, I got up, had
a wash, got dressed
and got our food and
drinks all prepared
then I gave Josh a
call around 5:30am,
he jumped straight
out of bed all excited,
he reminded me of
myself when me and
my Dad used to go and
he would call me ha
ha-ha. Once he was
ready, away we went to
make some memories
that we’ll never forget...
We arrived at Mineral
Lakes around 6:30am
and, and there was
only one other person
on at the time, so
we had a quick walk
around, there was
fish showing all over
the lake. After getting
back by the car I

Andrew Taylor
decided to choose a
peg where we had
quite a bit of water,
a nice corner of an
island to cast too, as
well as good marginal
feature, so we had a
few good options. So,
we unloaded the car
and proceeded to set
up. Once set up Josh

said he was hungry,
I’d already packed and
planned his breakfast
for him... his favourite...
Coco Pops...
So I made a nice cup
of tea and while he
munched down his
Coco Pops I decide
I would bait up a few
areas as I wanted to

24 Hours with my son
area and as I flicked
make sure he’d have
the bail arm over, the
a good time and
line tightens straight up
hopefully catch a
in my hand... and we
few fish, especially
was into the first fish...
a sturgeon... fingers
amazing!
crossed...
I handed my son the
I found a shallow shelf rod, and he said,
on the island at around ‘Have we got one
a foot or two deep and already!’
baited it with Mainline
We were in shock …
Link boilies.
I grabbed the net and
I then opted to bait
we had our first fish,
down the margin tight
only a small mirror carp
to some bulrushes with
Mainline Prototype
boilies hoping for a
sturgeon, I also added
a few handful of pellet
than had been soaked
in glug and just left
them to start feeding
on them spots.
I then sat there just
sipping on my tea,
watching over the
baited areas while
Josh finished his
cereal.
We both noticed that
fish had started feeding
on our baited spot just
off the island. I then
casted out right over
the top of the baited
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around 5 or 6lb but
what a start, Josh was
happy which made me
happy.
Josh had a few photos
and I slipped it back in,
I then re-cast the rod
and Josh baited the
area with the catapult...
sort of.
Within 20 minutes or
so the same rod ripped
off again... I struck
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and handed the rod
to Josh... this seemed
pretty decent as it was
giving him a bit of a
fight... so I helped him
to hold the rod while he
reeled... when he got it
under control I slipped
the net underneath...
happy days.
I decided to weigh this
one as I had a funny
feeling my son had a
new personal best...
YES! I was right! 13lb
on the nose beating his
previous personal best
by 1lb 5oz, he was so

Andrew Taylor
happy!
He rebaited the area
and I sent the rod back
out, over the next few
hours he had a few
more carp, nothing
to big, but it kept him
entertained and kept
him happy.
Then around 2:30pm
the other rod that
was down the margin
screamed off! I struck
it for him and handed
him the rod... I knew
straight away when I
struck what it was... it

started to really pull...
and I said to Josh...
‘I think you’ve got what
you wanted...’
he replied... ‘YEAH... A
STURGEON!’
Luckily enough it was...
the fish he wanted
to catch so bad...
and a decent one
too, a Diamond Back
Sturgeon at 15lb 6oz,
he was over the moon
to say the least!
After unhooking it, we
had a few pictures and
I showed him how to
release a Sturgeon
back into the water
properly so It doesn’t
end up going belly
up, so he lay on the
ground with me holding
it in the water waiting
patiently for it to swim
from our hands... I
reset the rod and we
waited again...
Within 10 minutes or
so it ripped off again...
and Josh struck this
time as I’d shown him
throughout the day
how to do it... but

24 Hours with my son
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with the fish and then
he wanted me to have
some with him and
his new personal best
sturgeon, to which I
agreed.

Throughout the rest of
the afternoon he had a
fair few more fish, both
carp and sturgeon, he
was so happy catching
all these fish, and it
excitement! I unhooked was great just watching
my pride and joy
as he done it he
the fish and popped it
turning into a great little
shouted,
on the scales... 18lb
angler.
‘DAD! ITS GOING TO 6oz... another new
Then around 7:30pm
PULL ME IN!’
personal best for my
the rod that was by the
I laughed myself... I
little mate! I was so
island screamed off
was obviously already happy for him and
again... and we was
right beside him
he was completely
into what felt like a
so he wasn’t going
overwhelmed with
decent fish... I had
anywhere, as I held the happiness. I took a
rod with him he started few pictures of him
laughing saying, ‘This
big fish is going to pull
me in!’.
As I netted it I said to
my son...
‘I think you’ve just
broken your personal
best sturgeon straight
away!’
He started jumping
up and down with
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to hold the rod with
Josh as it was fighting
like mad! I reached for
net and lowered it into
the water ready to net
it when it was ready
and continued to help
Josh play the fish...
as it started to tire I
managed to slip the net
underneath the fish,
happy days!
‘YES! That’s a big one
Dad!’, Josh shouted...
‘I know, well done
mate’, I replied.
We unhooked it and
got it ready to weigh...
I couldn’t believe it...
my 3-year-old son
had only gone and
broke his personal
best Carp again! 15lb
5oz she went! I was
gobsmacked! I waited
years to get a fish that
big. He was dancing
around, he was so
happy and I was so
happy for him.
We took a few pictures
and slipped it back to
fight another day...
He continued to
have both carp and

Andrew Taylor
sturgeon later through
the evening, we both
couldn’t have been
happier.
By 9pm he was
completely done in
and wanted to go to
bed... so after getting
him tucked in to bed I
decided to change both
rods and put some big
baits on and go for one
of the big catfish that
reside in the lake, or
maybe a bigger carp...
Unfortunately, neither
of these came so we

both ended up getting
a great night sleep
after an unbelievable
days fishing... one of
the best of my life...
and I believe his best
yet!
Well what can i say?
What an absolutely
awesome first 24hour session with my
son Josh at Mineral
Lakes... where he
thoroughly enjoyed
every minute! He
ended up breaking his

24 Hours with my son
where caught
on a Prototype
Mainline boilie
over a bed of
chopped boilie
and pellet on a
RM-Tec size 6
curved shank
hook.

personal best carp
twice, which he was
ecstatic about and I
was so proud off.
He also caught his first
ever sturgeon which
made him so happy,
and then broke that
personal best straight
away, unbelievable. A
fantastic 24 hours with
my little mate. In total
he landed over 15 carp
and 6 sturgeon!
Roll on next time he
said!
All carp where caught
on a single Mainline
Link boilie, over a
bed of crushed Link
boilies on a RM-Tec
size 8 beaked hook
and all the sturgeon
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family time is more
important than any
toy or computer
game. The look on
our children’s faces
when they find out that
we are going to do
something together will
alwaysbeat the look
on their faces when
In my opinion it
they get a new toy from
is so important to the shop. They love
spend as much
to spend one on one
time as possible with
time with us and would
our children, doing
pick it every time.
thing like fishing.
Time goes to quick
these days to regret on
It shows them that
missing out on
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mine and memories I
missing out on
will never forget and
something in the future now I’m making more
that you should have
memories that will last
done now. I remember forever with me and my
my parents saying to
family!
me before you know it
you will be grown up
I’d like to thank the
with your own family
following companies
and you will look back for assisting me on my
and think... where has fishing adventures…
the time gone? And
I do... I don’t regret
Mainline Baits www.
time that’s gone...
mainline-baits.co.uk
I made the best of

RidgeMonkey www.
ridgemonkey.co.uk
Castaway PVA www.
castaway-pva.co.uk
Intelligent Angling
Solutions (Facebook)
Until next time
people... be safe and
be on the bank and
tight lines everyone!
Andrew Taylor

Carp Chronicles
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NEW MAINLINE BALANCED WAFTER HOOKBAITS sink on the weight of your hook. That means they settle
ultra-slowly on top of silt and weed, delivering full extension from the lead with sheathed
braids and a snake-like coil with braided hooklinks. And being critically balanced, they react
quickly to the slightest investigation; shooting in to a carp’s mouth for more and better
hook holds. Unbeatable over silt, indispensable over weed and devastating over gravel;
and they’re in shops now! PICK UP A POT TODAY, IT’S THAT EASY!
Wafter/Hook Ratio:12mm/Sz8 15mm/Sz6 18mm/Sz4. We advise that you check rigs prior to fishing.
Add counterbalance where necessary as hook weights will vary. MAINLINE BALANCED WAFTERS are available to compliment
our HIGH IMPACT range of complete food source boilies in Aromatic Fish, Banoffee, Essential B 15mm, Spicy Crab, Salty Squid &
Peaches n Cream in 15mm. PLUS they are available to match or Dedicated Freezer Boilies in CELL & HYBRID in 12, 15 & 18mm options.

www.mainline-baits.com
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A return to where it all began

included loading new
My search for Floppy
braid, purchasing a
Tail has gotten
tin of black snails,
underway…
as well as ordering
I woke up on the
American Maggots. I
morning of Friday
chose to only collect
the 4th of May, and
the maggots after work
although it was quite
on my way to the lake,
cold, I suspected that
so that they would be
once the sun came
as fresh and alive as
out the temperatures
possible. This would
would rise along
make them more
with it. However, the
attractive to the carp,
weather leading up to
but more particularly
the weekend had been to my target fish. I
somewhat inconsistent, have not fished with
with some days being
American Maggots
much colder than
before and have only
others. I was hoping
ever fished using the
that this would not
European Blue Bottle
affect the carp too
Maggots. My supplier
much, because it
did not have my usual
would be the first
preferred maggots
session in my quest to available in stock as
capture my target fish, a result of the cooler
Floppy Tail.
temperatures, which
obviously affects the
I had done all my
maggot breeding
preparations for
process. Unfortunately,
this session; which
I had to settle for the
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American Maggots
which are also known
as Phoenix
Worms. Although
they may look very
attractive, they are not
as malodourous as the
European Blue Bottle
Maggots, but they are
more resilient. The
fact that they do not
reek as much as the
European Blue Bottle
Maggots was probably
the main reason I felt
doubtful about the
success I would have
with them. I believe
the more they stink,
the more they tease
a carps senses to get
carp to start feeding on
them. Nevertheless,
I had my mind firmly
set on this quest since
so much planning had
already gone into our
first winter session, the
excitement
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Corrie Booysen

Wynand had already
set up our campsite.
While he was doing
his first lines, I quickly
baited up my rigs with
snails and Karper
Ltd.’s Ultra-Fluro Pink
Shrimp and Garlic
popups. By the time
Wynand finished his
last line I was baited
up. I had also been
able to prepare my
maggot and crushed
Karper Ltd RS Freezer
stop me from trying to Bait boilie feed mix.
Wynand had the right
of the hunt was too
capture Floppy Tail!
much to resist! I had
After driving all the way hand and deeper end
of the swim, whilst I
also come down with
to fetch the maggots,
had the shallower left
Hand, Foot and Mouth and having to wait for
Disease a few days
my order, I only arrived end of the swim. The
sun had already set
prior to our session,
at the African Gold
by the time I finished
which my 2-year-old
Carp Syndicate Lake
doing my last line and
daughter originally
after 5pm. When I
picked up, and brought arrived at the lake, my it was time for us
home from crèche.
brother
On the first day of our
session the symptoms
had really gotten
prominent with blisters
covering my hands,
feet and mouth. Being
the keen and stubborn
carp angler that I am,
nothing was going to

A cool start
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were quiet throughout
the night. This had us
wondering the next
morning why we did
not have any additional
takes during the night,
seeing that we got off
to a flying start the
previous afternoon.
We discussed the
he had a proper lump
possible reasons
to prepare our supper. of a common carp at
over a nice warm cup
Our lines had not
the end of his line.
of coffee very early,
even been out for
Wynand stepped back
before the sun even
three hours, and we
so that I could net his
started showing on
just finished eating,
capture, and we were
that Saturday morning.
when Wynand’s right
both very excited and
A possible reason we
hand rod took off with
curious to get her on
came up with was
a screaming take! He
the scale - A stunning
the fact that we had
had taken the line
common of 40lb 8oz
an exceptionally cold
out about 175 meters
she was!
night as we found that
towards the opposite
the water in our cradle
bank, and had placed
We had another two
had frozen over solid.
his spinner rig, which
takes shortly thereafter.
We believed this cold
he armed with a
One was a very small
may have pushed the
Karper Ltd Tangiper
fish that also fell to a
carp towards the even
Dispersion popup from Karper Ltd Tangiper
deeper ends of the
their winter range,
Dispersion popup,
lake. Another reason
about 4 meters in front but we did not bother
we suspected it could
of the reeds – www.
weighing this one due
be was that the larger
karper.co.uk. Whilst he to its small size. The
fresh water crabs may
was playing the fish, I
second one of these
have gotten hold of our
saw her turning over
two runs came off
rigs and baits. We did
on her side when she
while I was playing her.
not want to reel our
was about 30 meters
We did our lines again,
lines in to find out if we
out, and I could tell that but both our setups
were correct in our
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Corrie Booysen

peak time, which is
assumptions, because around 12pm in the
it was one of the lakes afternoon. Nothing
peak times to get
happened, and when
a bite. We also did
we eventually reeled
not want to risk the
our lines in, we found
potential opportunity
that the crabs had
of landing a fish due
indeed gotten hold of
to the disturbance of
our hook baits as we
reeling in, and re-doing had suspected.
our lines, possibly
spooking off the carp.
During the day it was
At first light we saw
very quiet and none
a few carp showing
of the anglers next to
close to our baited
the lake were catching
areas, and this left
anything. We decided
us with some hope
to stick to the same
of capturing at least
areas and use the
one or two more carp
same tactics we did
before the end of the
the night before for the

remaining 16 hours of
our session. The only
two things we decided
to do slightly different
were to tip our hook
baits with a really hard
plastic, and to fish
all our rigs with the
Karper Ltd Tangiper
Dispersion popups.
We decided on the
hard-plastic strategy
in an attempt to
combat the crabs from
chopping off our hook
baits again. We did our
lines shortly before the
sun set and we

A cool start
managed to capture
another two small fish
early that Saturday
evening. Once again,
we did not feel the
need to weigh them
because they were
both very small. Even
though at this stage we
were capturing small
carp, we remained
hopeful because at
least we knew the
fish were still feeding
in our swim, and
there was still the
possibility of one of
us trapping a bigger
carp. A basic survival

strategy for larger carp
is to follow the smaller
carp around, and by
doing so they are able
to identify possible
threats and dangers.
Often the smaller carp
will come into your
baited area first.
During the night we
had no more runs, but
shortly before first light
on Sunday morning
I managed to land a
common carp of 23lb
8oz. She was not the
biggest of carp, but
she was definitely one
of the most beautiful I
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have ever captured!
Unfortunately, our
session had come to
an end, and it was
time for us to pack
up. The rods were still
in and they were the
last of our setup we
were going to pack
away. We had already
packed away the stage
stands, buzz bars and
our bite alarms. I was
starting to reel in our
lines while Wynand
was loading the van,
when I saw the line
next to the one I was
busy with lifting the Fox
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Captive back lead up
out of the water. At first,
I thought our lines may
have crossed, however
when I stopped reeling,
and saw the back lead
was still lifting I knew
it was fish on! I called
for Wynand to pick up
the rod and so he did.
This happened to be
the biggest carp of the
session, a common
carp tipping the scale
at 41lb 8oz!

Corrie Booysen
Even though the first
session in my quest to
capture Floppy did not
quite turn out the way I
had planned, it was still
a memorable session
with my brother
capturing two stunning
40lb plus common
carp. I will remain
positive and return to
the lake on the 8th of
June, better prepared
through the knowledge
I have gained from this
session.

Until the next issue…
Tight lines, bent rods
and wet nets!
#ChasingTails
Corrie Booysen.

A cool start
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The Diaries of a Short Session
Carper
By Paul Richardson

The diaries of a short session carper
my bucket to get one of
my pre tied castaway
solid bags with a
Sharp Baits 12mm
pink peach and black
pepper pop up packed
tightly with The bag
mix from DBP was
cast to where the carp
topped .
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island perfect. 10 mins
past before I had a few
23 May
liners , I continued to
watch the spot where
Peg: Goosesh@t point
my bait was and finally
Bait: Peach and black
started to see the
pepper, DBP bag mix,
water ripple followed
rehydrate fish
by the tip of the carps
Arrived at the lake
tail breaking the
after work to find the
surface. Then finally,
car park empty , car
the best sound to a
unloaded , net , mat
An hour went by and I carp angler, the alarm
and weigh sling dipped
saw some commotion sounded a single beep
and it was off to find
close to the island
, the rod tip started
the carp with the
margin , 30mins later in to pull round at the
weather being so good
the same place more
same time as the water
I walk to the far side to
commotion.Not one
erupted with the carp
where reeds are and
for being too slow I
tarring off pulling the
the warm water of the
reeled the bag rod in
line from the reel.After
shallow end. As the
put a new bag on. With a short battle the carp
few weeks before I put
a small cast the bag
drifted in to the net
a rehydrate fish bottom
landed inches from the
bait tip with have a
pink berry pop up
close to the reeds with
about 60 or so baits
in a tight area around
the rig which again is
the trusty SWG size
6 hook tied to 20lbs
Decepti-link from
Deception Angling.
BOSH a carp crashed
in front of me at about
25 yards straight into
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. Yes… another carp
not one of the big ones
but a very welcome
common at 12lbswith
photos done and
returned back to the its
home I placed another
solid bag on the spot
to try again, 1 hour
later it’s off again but
nothing on the end .
As the evening session
came to an end I
baited up the reeds
with about half a kilo of
rehydrated fish ready
for the next time , pack
up and went home .

3 June
Peg: Goosesh@t point
Bait: Peach and black
pepper, DBP bag mix,
rehydrate fish
Saturday evening
sat watching TV my
wife must of thought
I was looking bored
and made a great
suggestion for me to
go fishing for the night.

Paul Richardson
After a long hard think
of around 10 seconds
I was off shouting over
my shoulder as the
door closed “see you
tomorrow morning”.
I was off down the
A50, I soon found
myself pulling into
the car park. There
were 6 other cars
and 5 anglers spread
all around the lake I
thought about going
back home but the
point was free again
so I barrowed my gear
round stopping to talk
to the other anglers
to see how it’s fishing
, with the light fading
and the fact it was

now 10:30 pm and
still needed to set up I
headed to the peg .
First rod was casted
to the island where
I caught my last fish
once again using the
trusty solid bags. The
other rod was casted
where the carp showed
the week before using
the rehydrate fish
and berry pop up. I
managed to finally get
into the sleeping bag at
12:30. That’s when the
liners started around 1
am as I was just going
to sleep the bottom bait
rod burst into life again,
nothing there…a quick
re- cast and back to

The diaries of a short session carper
bed . 01.15am the
island rod was away
after a very short
fight a spawned out
common was over the
net cord. It wasn’t the
biggest but a good 12lb
once photos done with
the use of the rhino
lamp (sorry about the
pic) still learning to use
the camera . So after
a restless night it was
time to pack up and
head home.

10 June
Peg: car park peg
Bait chicken livers and
luncheon meat
Yep time for something
different a day on a
club water with Cats up
to 50lbs .
I arrived at the lake just
after 7am with only one
car in the car park. I
headed to the peg with
a huge overhanging
tree and with temp
going to be 26° I

thought this peg would
hold a few fish over the
course of the day. The
very short trip to the
peg only took minutes,
once at the peg I notice
a lot of bubbling about
15 yards out. So I
decided to use a solid
bag which went out
with the bag mix from
DBP with a fish wafter
from sharp baits all
packed nicely in my
favourite PVA solid bag
from Castaway PVA.
The rig for the chicken
liver was a size 4 SWG
tied to 20lbs Deceptilink with an anti-tangle
sleeve a rig aligner,
this helps to protect
the hook link from the
Cats pads. Finally a
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nice piece of fresh liver
went on to the hair. I
also added a single
grain of white corn
from Evolution tackle to
act as a bait stop this
was purely due to it
being bigger and being
able to keep the liver
on.I walk the baited
rig to overhanging
tree and gently lowed
the rig into the water .
With in minutes I was
getting vicious Lines
then a single toner.
AsI lifted the rod I
connected to what felt
like a big fish, after
what seemed to be the
longest battle of the
year I slipped my first
cat of the year over the
net cord . I really do
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Within 20 mins I was
in again to another low
double figure carp ,
with the day getting
warmer the carp
started cruising all
around the lake . Just a
reminder I know you all
do but with the weather
as it is let’s make sure
we look after the fish
like the mottled pattern bleeps which turned
on the bank keep the
that the catfish have,
into screamer . After
mat weight sling wet
this one weighed 8lb
about a minute it was and in the shade out of
and had an orange
gone something that
the sun .
spot on one side .
does not happen very
Mid afternoon was
Rig re baited and
often a hook pull, very my next bit of action in
placed back under the disappointed . Because the shape of another
tree I hade a moment
this happened a check catfish just over 6lbs,
to sit back down and
of the hook revealed
slipped the cat back
enjoy the sun. The liver it was still sharp, with
and reset the traps
rod was off again this
another pieces of
for the last hour or so.
time to my surprise it
chicken liver on the
Within 20 mins later
was a low double carp hair the rig was back
the alarm signals
weighing 11lbs. Rod
out fishing again .
back out back under
the tree, the next hour
passed with only a few
liners.
I sat wondering
whether to put a fresh
bait on ..the tip of the
rod pulled round and
line started to pull
from the spool with the
alarm sounding a few

The diaries of a short session carper
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swim.
I cast one bait tight to
the island the other a
short cast down to the
right into the margins .
As the minutes turned
in hours it was soon
time to pack up and
head home with a
blankety , blank . Just
before I left I chuck
about 60 baits into the
after a good fight I
Back in search of a
margins as I walked
slipped another carp
30lbs + common I
up I spooked a big fish
into the net a fish. I
arrived at the just just
from the spot I was
know this fish well as I after 4:30pm after work fishing…….. I’ll be
catch it at least once a , with the reeds swim
back for that another
year, it’s been named
taken I headed over
day.
as ‘no tail’ down in
to the floating island
weight from previous
years at 17lbs 8ozs .
Quick photo and back
to his watery home.
Speaking of home it’s
time for me too leave
for mine too .

23 June
Peg: Floating island
Bait Peach and black
pepper, DBP bag mix,
rehydrate fish
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mat. Hook removed
and photos done it
29 June
was time to weight
her still using the net,
Bait DBP bag mix
zipped back up lifted
and corn stacks from
onto the scale. This
Evolution tackle
net is a great addition
to my fishing as now
Very short session
I don’t need to take
two hours to christen
separate items. Net
my new NSR net
back together and rod
from Evolution tackle.
back out on the spot
Arrived at the lake
where the carp where
had a very quick walk
still feeding. 30 mins
round an found some
later I was in again
carp fizzing . Using
this time to an angry
my trusty PVA bag
common weighing
I cast towards the
16lbs, the net proved
feeding fish it was
it brilliance again, it
not long before the
saves a lot of faffing
liners started minutes
a round transferring
later beeeeeppppp.
the fish from net to
Yes into a fish, after a
sling to retainer . This
great battle I eventually
short session end with
pulled the carp over
two mid double carp
the net . With a big
definitely a good day.
smile on my face it was
Time for home .
time to use the net for
its second purpose,
I popped the arms
out of the handle and
5 July
zipped the net up to
make the sling. This
With my last few
makes it possible to
pics not being great
then transport the
it was time to have a
carp safely to the
practice with Christmas

the carp pillow in the
garden . I set the tripod
up and with some help
from a friend at work
who reset the camera
to the correct settings
that I should have been
using. I soon realised
all the mistakes were
down to me. I have
now connected my
phone to my camera
via WiFi which turns
my phone into a
remote control which
has turn out to be great
. Let’s hope it work out
on the bank .
Until next time tight
lines
Paul
www.deceptionangling.
co.uk
www.castawaypva.
co.uk
www.
evolutioncarptackle.
com
Www.
deepblueparticles.com
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Third Time
Lucky
by Mike
McMahon

Third time lucky
I pulled into the carpark
around 16:00 which
was nice and early
for a change, I was
planning to use the
extra time to complete
a few more laps of the
lake so I could try and
locate some fish. With
the weather conditions
I had a rough idea
where to start looking
for my quarry.
I made my way to a
bird feeding point that
gave me a slightly
better vantage point
and scanned the
water for signs of
fish. The wind was
really smashing into
the area stirring all
the bottom up and it
was making spotting
fish very difficult, so I
moved around to the
first swim. It didn’t take
long at all before I had
found the big ghosty
slowly swimming
around about a rod
length out from the
bank. Having watched
this fish numerous
times, I knew there

would be other fish in
close proximity and
even the possibility of
Cluster, one of the A
team I dearly wanted
to catch. Half hour had
passed whilst I had
been watching the big
ghosty and I had seen
at least another two
carp both commons
which is quite rare for
this lake. I got my rods
ready to go and waited
for an opportunity
to flick some baits
out along their patrol
routes.
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over to the bird feeding
point to see if I could
see any fish before I
packed up my kit and
went for a look around
the lake.

The wind had eased
up slightly and as I
was looking into the
water, I noticed the
odd shadow swimming
about to the left of
me. After another 20
minutes or so I had
seen a couple more
and one just stick his
head out over to the
right. With fish clearly
I decided to leave the
in the area and it being
rods on the deck and
clouded up I thought
loosened of my clutch I had better get bait
as I wanted to minimise out in the area quickly
any disturbances.
as it looked good for
Within 30 minutes my
a bite. I decided to
line started peeling
spread a bit of bait out
of the reel and I was
in this area to try and
straight on the rod…
encourage some of the
….a duck had decided fish to get their heads
to take a liking to my
down and moving
TNT popup! I think
about. I positioned one
the disturbance had
rod in this area in some
spooked any fish that
light weed and the
were in the area off
other rods on the patrol
so after a few hours I
routes I had identified
reeled in and walked
earlier. All that was left
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to do was get the kettle mussels that Mr Carp
on and sit back and
had clearly known
wait.
about. I got the rod
back out further to the
Around 23:00 my
left and slightly shorter
delkim signalled a
on the edge of the bait
fish as I looked up I
that I had deposited
could see my rod tip
earlier.
arching round I picked
up the rod and was
04:30 and I was
greeted by a powerful
awoken from my
run then the sickening slumber and I was
feeling of my line going once more attached to
limp. I was gutted;
a carp on a mission,
unfortunately, there
I was not going to let
was a pole in the water this one makes the
that’s covered with
pole. After a minute or

so of the carp making
repeated attempt to
reach the pole my line
just went limp I was
gutted two chances
and both lost. I believe
the line must have
been slightly damaged
as the water is weedy
and full of snails and
zebra mussels.
Two chances blown,
would I get another?
Luckily, I had spooled
up some spare spools

Third time lucky
with the FLX line I had
yet to try but had herd
only good things about.
New line on, another
half kg of TNT and two
rods positioned on the
area as I had to be
thinking of leaving for
work in a few hours.
One of the bailiffs
stopped in for a brew,
we were busy putting
the worlds to rights
when my delkim
alerted me of another
opportunity. I grabbed
the rod which was
already bent round
and started trying to
persuade the carp from
heading to the pole, we

went back and forth for
a few minutes until the
carp decided to head
into open water. After
a while I was starting
to see a typical big
fish fight with strong
powerful runs and the
odd nod of the head.
Eventually I guided the
carp over the awaiting
net. I peeled back the
mesh and couldn’t
believe I had one of my
main targets; a war cry
of sheer jubilation was
let out immediately!
On the scales she went
44lb 9 which is her
heaviest weight.
Bait: Steamies TNT
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by Individual baits
glugged heavily in the
nut oil and the new
washed out fluro pop
ups.
End tackle: Rig Marole
Freefall clips, Braided
Freefall tubing and
CamH20.
Mainline: Rig Marole
FLX mainline
All the best
MIchael
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A brand new adventure
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The Key To
Success
by Alby Smith

Alby Smith

The key to success
It has been a wild
month for me within
angling, having
completed a new
challenge, beaten
a few PBS and also
managing to land a
whale of a catfish! I’m
going to waste no time
and get on with part 2
of my challenge.

up with a fox bubble
float, a hook lent
around 60cm made
with Drennan double
strength and a size 10
zig and floater hook
from fox. After a few
casts with an imitation
floater, I could see they
wasn’t going to take
anything near to the
bubble float. By this
Shortly after my 48hr
time it must have been
session I returned to
getting to 8 o’clock and
the lake with a few
I was starting to lose
items of gear and
a little bit of light so
began looking for some I needed to act fast.
carp. It was a sunny
I stripped everything
Thursday afternoon
back off the rod and
with temperatures of
tied on a size 6 claw by
22 degrees plus, so I
Nash, to finish it off I
knew they would be
pulled the hair straight
in the upper layers.
through a DV special
After walking around
pop up and nicked
for quite some time,
on a small pva bag of
Chelsey spotted the
floaters.
odd fish on top in a
little snaggy bay, I
I selected a fish
begun to feed a few
that was more then
floaters at which they
comfortable with
showed hesitation at
feeding and swug it
first but after a few
out, as soon as the bag
more pouch fulls I
melted the carp came
managed to persuade straight in for the pink
5 of them to feed. I
hook bait and I was in.
got ready and rigged
Once I set the hook
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the battle commenced,
shredding line from the
spool as he powered
away from the bank,
I quickly sank my rod
tip under the surface
and gained control.
I began to get some
yards on the carp and
soon he was under the
rod tip but with another
head lunge he dived
for bottom, one last
lift and a reel, he was
back on top and ready
to net. Chelsey passed
me the net over as I
stepped in the lake
and he was mine! After
sorting the mat and
scales out it was time
to get his weight......
20lb on the dot......
“What a banger”I said
as I looked at
Chelsey. Chelsey then
took some shots and
we slipped him back
whilst congratulating
me on my catch. As
we looked up we were
shocked to see that it
was almost dark so we
got packed away and
headed home.
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Then next few of
trips to the lake were
short bursts with the
sessions only lasting a
maximum of 6hrs with
2 quick over nighters
thrown in, all ending
in the same result
lessons learned but no
fish captured.

Alby Smith
As my phone buzzer
went off at 5:20am I sat
up watching over the
spot, normally an easy
spot to locate which
was the bottom, yet it
was clouded over with
the odd tail showing
in the shallow water.
I knew it wouldn’t be
long before I had a
take and sure enough
the rod bent into
action. I was struck into
the fish and guided him
away from the snags
but with a few head
bangs he was right
up against them, back
and forth repeatedly in
the snags lasting for a
duration of 15 minutes
before I managed to
gain some yards back.
Another 5 minutes had
gone by and just when
I thought I was in the
clear he shot straight
into probably the worst
snag on the lake and
locked me up, my heart
sank!

which also included
a few handfuls of
dynamite baits tigernut
pellet. I chose to use a
short stiff hinge rig as
the spot did contain a
few debris, I wanted
to make sure incase
of a pick up the rig
would reset itself, as
this was a one cast
During one of the quick and leave opportunity.
nights I managed to
With the rig in place
locate a small group
and the clutch set tight
of carp and set about
I sat back watching
trying to catch one.
the water for a good
Under a bit of pressure couple of hour’s,
from other anglers they watching carp come in
had made there way
and out just picking at
in to the snaggy bay
the outer edge of the
and although hesitant
bait. As the sun went
to feed I got a spot
down I got to sleep
baited up with a few
knowing I had to do the
With no boat or waders
handfuls of particles,
off early morning.
to try and release the

The key to success
the Line I sat the rod
on to the buzzer and
walked round to the
side of the snag. I
could see my line and
traced it to the fish
that had gone right
round a tree stump,
and was shaking his
head to eject the rig.
After a few shakes I
was hopeful he was
going to get rid of it,
otherwise I would be
going for a swim.

still beating me up I set
about trying something
different. A week of
stalking was on the
cards, yet normally I
like to stalk from first
light or late evening,
this time my free time
consisted from 10am
till 2 am. Not having
really considered
bite time at this lake I
knew it was going to
be tough, we also had
some of the hottest
days to come that
The second worse
week. The odds were
thing within angling is
completely stacked
leaving a fish snagged. against me yet I was
After another 2 head
going to give it a good
shakes he was freed
go.
and with a sigh of
disappointment yet
The first day was
relief I walked back
spent locating groups
round to the rod and
of feeding fish which
reeled it in. I sat for
wasn’t in the hot
a moment and took
conditions but I did
in what had just
manage to find a group
happened the fact of
of around 10 tucked
losing one of, if not the behind some snags
biggest fish in the lake in the bay. With a few
yet happy that he lived pouches of floaters
to fight another day.
they began to feed,
with a few more I
After the events of the flicked out a small
quick overnight session piece of bread flake.
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The take was almost
instant but shortly after
the hook had pulled.
This patterned over the
next 2 days and started
to get frustrating.
On the 4th day I went
back on the hunt for a
different approach, the
wind had picked up a
little and I had noticed
a few fish crashing just
off a reed bed. I made
my way round with a
bucket of pellets and
one rod. I picked out
2 areas to fish thenext
day and sprinkled in a
few pellets over the top
then set off for home.
The next morning
had come and on
approach, I could see
they had cleaned out
the area and were still
hanging around. With
a quick check of a led,
I tied on 2 solid bags
and swung both out, I
slackened off the line,
turned on the buzzers
and sat back watching
as fish cruised over
the little parcels of bait.
The odd one kept
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slowing down but
not stopping. It was
coming close to 1
o’clock when I spotted
a fish acting strangely,
almost like zig zagging
through the area and
then on the return I
watched as she started
to circle my bait. She
must have gone round
4 or 5 times before
her head went down
and the swim erupted
with water flying off
in all directions. I was
sat only 2 ft from the
rod so I was on it as
soon as the first beep
came. I kept an even
pressure on the rod
not giving the fish any

Alby Smith
line at all, the battle
was only a short one
at around 4 minutes
but boy did she try it,
going left to right diving
down, but I managed
to scope her up first
try and she was mine.
The excitement, the
joy, the hard work, it
had all paid off and I
had my target number
of fish from the venue
siting right in my net.
BUZZING!!!
After getting the sling,
mat and scales sorted
I brought her on to the
bank where she tipped
the middle around
to a healthy 19lbs,

not a massive fish by
most standards but
a very welcome and
special one indeed.
As I returned her and
got packed away I
embraced the moment
and thought to myself.

“I’ve done it!”
Challenge completed!
Check out next month’s
issue for more highs
and lows, thanks for
stopping by.
Angling With Alby
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Serious
Carp Socials (SCS) –
152
June 2018 Socials
by Dave Bennion

June 2018
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There were two socials in June:
1. The normal monthly social held at Sandhurst Lake on the Yateley
complex from 1st June to 3rd June.
2. A special Parents & kids social at Clearwater Fishery from 15th June
until 17th June.
Follows is a write-up for each of these socials.

Sandhurst Lake 1st June to 3rd June

This is always a popular venue and this year was no exception with the
social selling out almost immediately. Sandhurst is a great day ticket
water with the chance of catching a 40lb+ carp and with the current
record there being 44lb. This was the second social in the south of the
country within a week following on from the successful one at Willow
Park – plenty of driving then for the northern lads. SCS had the full lake
booked out and planned on using 22 of the 31 swims.
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Everyone met at a local café for breakfast at 8pm on the Friday. There
were plenty of new faces again and the usual regulars that try not to miss
any of the socials. As usual pegs were drawn from a hat then a bit of peg
swapping went on, so friends could fish together.

Everyone was in their swims and setting up by 10am, the weather was
good, and anticipation of some good fish was high.
The first fish came out just before midday from peg 20 to Sean Fullick at
20lb 2oz .

June 2018
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This was followed mid afternoon with a 23 5oz mirror to Chris Kirk on peg
17.

There was to be no more catches on this first day, then early on the
Saturday morning two more fish. A 26lb 2oz to Mike Preedy on peg 15
and a 22lb to 22lb to Stephen Ainsworth on peg 6.
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Saturday is BBQ day on the socials and everyone convenes in the BBQ
area for some excellent food and a few beers. This is an opportunity to
share tactics and stories before going back to swims for the final leg and
hopefully some more fish.

The next fish came out at about 1.30am on the Sunday morning to
Tremayne Sergeant in peg 24 and weighed in at 21lb 8oz.

June 2018
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Tremayne image here
This was to be the last catch of this social. Once again everyone had
a great time and there was some fantastic looking fish caught. As
mentioned early this was the second social in a week and here are some
interesting statistics provided by Tremayne who organises the socials.
•
900 miles travelled by the organiser.
•
16 hours of motorways.
•
580lb of carp was caught by attendees.
•
Over 150 kebabs, 50 whole chickens, 500 hot wings, 60 burgers/
buns, 40 gammon steaks,
45 minted lamb steaks, 25 pork steaks, 10 racks of ribs, 1 shit the bed hot
sauce, 30kg of charcoal
•
Over 40 anglers attended

Parents & kids social at Clearwater Fishery
from 15th June until 17th June.
This was put on as a special event to try and give kids an
opportunity to fish with their parents in a social environment. SCS
booked out Kellet Lake at Clearwater as it is about as close as
you get to a runs water with some decent size fish. This gave
the kids the best chance of catching and therefore cementing
their interest in the sport. A lot of interest had been shown in the
run up to this event but unfortunately it did not sell as well as the
other socials had done this year. There were 13 pegs available
with the intention that a parent/guardian would share a peg with
a child under 16 years of age. When the day came only 6 places
had been sold which meant plenty of room on the lake for those
attending.
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In the lead up to this event the weather had been fantastic, but it took a
turn for the worse and ended up raining for much of the weekend.
Clearwater has a brilliant café and everyone met in there for breakfast
on the Friday morning. Pegs where drawn out of a hat as usual but there
was plenty of room so the attendees had a good choice of swims if they
wanted to move.
As the angler’s setup and spoke to other anglers coming of the lake it
became evident that the fishing could be challenging. Not only was the
weather poor but the lake had some severe patches of weed so it was
going to take everyone’s
combined experience
of fishing very weedy
waters to work out the
best approaches.
Within only a few hours
of setting up it was 2-0
to the adults as Mark
Aughton caught two fish
in quick succession.
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Not to be outdone the lads then had two fish and one of them was over
20lb.
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On the Friday there was some respite from the wind and rain and some
fantastic sunsets.

The next fish didn’t come out until early Saturday morning to Tremayne
Sergent and was another 20lber. However plenty of fish had been lost,
especially during Friday night.
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Now the biggest fish in the lake is called Popeye and just before the BBQ
started Nigel Morgan caught him on a chod rig at 26lb 8oz.

The rain returned with a venom during the BBQ on the Saturday and
everyone got drenched. However, it was obvious the youngsters were
having a great time and I don’t think they even noticed the rain.
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On the Saturday Dave Bennion had one at about midnight which was
welcome after losing a good fish in the weed earlier.
The young lads had the last say when
Mark Morgan caught as we packed
up on the Sunday morning.
It was obvious that the lads had
really enjoyed this social and getting
some bank time with their dads. Even
though it wasn’t supported as well
as had been expected those that did
attend had a great time and caught
some nice fish.

163

164

Forces Section

dedicated to the brave men and
women who serve in the British Forces

Featuring Stuart Abbott & Tim Gray

The Drunken
Night of 165
09!
Carping Capers
in the Army by
Stuart Abbott
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The Drunken Night of 09!

Carping Capers in the Army by Stuart Abbott
Well, I’m a couple of pieces in now and hopefully you are not too bored
with reading my stories?? As with any soldier who knows when he is
onto a good thing, I’m going to keep it going for as long as possible. It is
all about setting goals and achieving them. We can be a very competitive
bunch when we want to be, and this then extends to pretty much
everything we do!
Now I will admit I’ve never been the biggest drinker and one particular
night comes to mind. We had been deployed to Belize for Jungle Warfare
training, now this is probably one of the hardest environments I’ve had
to operate in from the heat to the bugs it’s not a nice place. As part of
the package we had the chance to visit Cancun, Mexico which just so
happened to be during the American spring break (poor timing I know).
There was one particular night out where it ended with my sole worldly
possessions being a single flip flop nothing and I mean nothing else! Now
in this scenario the people surfing did become interesting. So now I’ve
told you way too much about my previous exploits I’ll move on.
I would say I’m like a lot of carp anglers around the country, I do enjoy
a bottle of chilled real ale on the bank with friends, however I do make a
point of not getting too intoxicated. As with most things in life, now and
again my well thought out plans change! Or as we say in the Military
(no plan survives contact). I had decided that I was going to do a 24hrs
session on a local gravel pit, when this lake switches on during the
warmer months multiple catches in a day are not a rare occurrence. Now
the weather for sunbathing was spot on, for carp fishing not so much. I
had decided to set up near the outlet pipe, during the summer the carp do
like it here and with a 7ft margin it does give you plenty of options. Now
back then I wasn’t as experienced and did spend a little longer to find my
spots, setting up and generally being organised on the bank. With the sun
beating down I rapidly became a little red. Now anyone who knows me

Drunken night of ‘09
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knows I’ve got a little Italian in me and I don’t mean a Gino D’Acampo is
living in my pocket but my heritage, so I don’t often get too sunburnt. Over
my career this has been the source of amusement for a few people and
a rapid sense of humour failure took care of that pretty quickly on just a
few occasions. Now as usual I have gone off on a complete tangent, So
back to the session. One thing I did back then was roll my own baits. This
is something I have left alone over the years apart from the odd winter
special, mainly due to the massive influx of “bait companies” onto the
market. I did love this boilie Tutti Spice my brothers and I called it and
many an hour was spent in my garage hand rolling it. This was the first
time I had taken the bait to this lake and the reaction it had even I could
have never of dreamed of. The runs started almost straight away and the
old Delkims were singing most of the day. They have been replaced with
the new Fox Rx plus the singing is so much sweeter. If only I could have
session like that now, I even recall catching the same 15lb carp twice. I
didn’t realise that until I had seen some of the photographs afterwards.
This luck continued throughout that day after every take, another hand full
of boilies went out and off we went. Now half way through the day a guy
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arrived in the peg next to mine and proceeded to set up, now he had
some lovely old school kit and a massive Newfoundland dog. Now for
some reason this dog loved me it must have been the bait, the owner
walked over to retrieve his trained bear and we got chatting. Now this
gentleman had been around for a while and if my memory serves me
correctly named dropped and few well known angling personalities from
back in the day. He was a lovely chap and throughout the day we chatted
back a fourth and took a few pictures for each other. As the day went on
I got hotter and hotter. However I was on a roll I refused to reel in and
rest something the now old version of me would definitely do. Once it
had started to cool down it had truly hit me, and I think the gentleman’s
wife had seen the now very red very dehydrated me starting to look a
little worse for wear. She invited me over for some barbecue and I wasn’t
about to turn this down. It had now gotten dark and cooled off and with it
the action so gave me time to eat my food and sit down.
Then the “special tea” came out, now I was a solid larger/vodka and red
bull drinking squaddie back then, so I thought I could handle myself. The
special tea was about to prove me wrong and the evening continued
with telling old stories and dreaming about capturing some of the old
magnificent carp this guy had caught. Most of them have sadly passed
away. I would love to capture some of these old warriors out there one
day. I fear that the modern carp scene is very different and changed
so much in the last 15 years, that is a different story all together, so I
willleave that there. It was now very late, and I had decided to retire now
a little worse off and
very tired. Now like I
said earlier I do not
advise heavy drinking
on the bank at all but
a mixture of weather
and not looking after
myself was my fault.

Drunken night of ‘09
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So, there I was a sweaty mess on my bed chair and the alarm screams
off!! I managed to get up and lift into the rod and by now the older
gentleman next door had also got up and was walking across. Then it hit
me that I was seeing two rods, well it might have been three I honestly
couldn’t tell you. Like an absolute trooper I continued to try and land this
fish but as with many a scenario the carp had another idea and decided
it wanted to go into the weed. Now without hesitation I was stripped off to
my pants and I was in, waist deep in water and carrying the landing net
with me. The other angler was now with me and shining his head torch on
me as I splashed around like a slightly intoxicated sunburnt mess trying
to land this carp. A few minutes in and there was still no movement in
the line, so I decided to try and hand line it through the weed and lo and
behold came up empty the carp had gone. A few seconds later all I felt
was this creature push past my legs and disappear, now in the dark in the
weed this was not a very nice experience and sufficiently freaked me out
to say the least.
There I was drunk, sad, wet and looking like a Swamp thing covered in
weed I dread to think what I actually smelt like. The other angler at this
point seemed like he was fighting between laughing his head off and
genuine concern. I decided to admit defeat reeled in my other rods and
just collapsed on the bed. Then morning came, and I felt rough, well
rough, enough to the point I couldn’t even bring myself to recast my rods.
I sat there picking bits of weed out of places weed should not be and
generally feeling very sorry for myself. I did eventually get up sort myself
out and carry on but nowhere near as productive as the previous day.
Later that day sunburnt and feeling sad I packed up said my farewells
to my new found friend and went home obviously straight to bed. Now
I’ve never repeated this little adventure and I don’t think I ever will but
sure made a good story. Tight lines and hope to see you out on the bank
sometime
Stuart.
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TEAM PALLATRAX
JOIN THE REVOLUTION NOW!
WWW.PALLATRAX.CO.UK/TEAM-PALLATRAX
TEL: 01409 240042 / 241135
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Welcome to Armycarpers
By Tim Gray
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Well it’s nearly at that time of year now, when the weather (he says with
his fingers crossed) is getting a bit warmer and better with some more
sunshine. But it’s also getting that much lighter in both the mornings and
evenings.
Let’s hope that all of you can get those rods out and get some time on
the bank in the coming months? For some of you it’ll be the time of year
when you dust off those rods & reels and get ready for that first session
of the year. Whilst some of the more hard core anglers will have already
been fishing throughout the winter time, was that you?
I am lucky in that I have a lovely secluded syndicate water very close to
me (well 25mins) that I try to fish on a regular basis. In fact I have tried
to go at least once a week since November time but then I do have an
understanding wife! Whatever your circumstances it’s all about a bit of
give & take, the worst thing you can do as a “married” man is go fishing
all the time despite probably wanting too. It’s not the best idea for a long
marriage and can lead to problems, but try to ensure that your other half
also has a hobby and that way you “BOTH” get that me time..!!
So what’s happening within Army Carpers then you ask? Well we’ve
completed our first Qualifying Event (QE) 1 back in November with 12 x
Pairs fishing at Newlands Hall fishery in deepest darkest Essex. It was
a funny event with not much out the first 12hrs but following that off went
the fish and all hell broke loose. The winning pair was Lewis Burton
& Tom Hughes with 27 fish for 270lbs with Mark Smith & Ian Reed in
second place with 23 fish for nearly 215lbs, which means our current
leaderboard, is as follows:
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The winners get 10 points for winning the event and another point for
attending so hence the 11 points. But that’s only after one event and we
have another four to go so it’s all very much up for grabs. It was also nice
to see a couple of Ex-Military Members fishing the event so all events are
open to both serving and Ex-serving alike.
As this article is being written the spaces for the next QE event are filling
up nicely, with an event put on in April, May, June and July. After the 5 x
QE events in on to the Army Carp Championships and then straight to the
Inter Corps Carp Championships in September with the penultimate event
the Inter Services set for the end of September. This year the event is
being run by the RAF (booooo, only kidding) when they will endeavour to
complete another white wash. They are always very strong in the ISCC
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and have justifiably won more than the other two services put together.
But you never know either the Navy (Senior Service) or the Army could
take the title this year!!
If you are interested in any of the events above then just give myself Tim
Gray a shout by emailing him on tjgray1968@hotmail.co.uk and I will give
you all the details about our events. Likewise though, if you are Serving
or Ex-Serving in the RAF or Royal Navy I have their Secretaries contact
details and can pass you on to them. What have you got to loose, give
us a shout and join the growing membership and get out on the bank with
the Armycarpers.
Look out for our Bi-Monthly Newsletter which covers all things going
on within the Group but also what to look out for in the future. It also
contains all the details about the different Corps Carp groups as each
does (RA, REME, INF, RS etc) just send me an email and I will ensure
that you get in touch with the right person.
Of course on an even better plus side we have access to many many
trade accounts with various different tackle & bait companies which could
have you hundreds of pounds. But remember these “offers” are ONLY
open to members of the Forces or Ex-Forces so do not brag about them
or abuse them as we will lose them all.
Tight lines and good luck with all your fishing that you do and maybe, just
maybe we can entice you to join the Armycarpers. You could very soon
be fishing alongside likeminded anglers who just so happen to be soldiers
at the same time as you.
There will be so much more to talk about
in the next edition as QE 2 will have
happened and I will get some feedback
from those attending but for now, good
luck.
Tight lines
Tim Gray
Press Officer
AAF Gp8 Carp
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Talking
Reviews
Featuring Bell Ball Cutter - Anthony Wood
Ridgemonkey action station Christopher Morrell
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STICK IT, TWIST IT, BALL IT!!
By Anthony Wood
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Reviews

You may or may not have seen the BellBallCutter before, so I thought I’d
write a small article about what they are and why you should have a look
at them.
First, I thought I’d start with me as again you may or may not have heard
of me lol. My name is Anthony and I have been fishing since I was 9
years old and I’m now 43, I am the social media manager for several
fishing companies, been a bait consultant for start up companies, written
some magazine articles, blogs and have written a book on making your
own baits.
Okay, so why do I think the bellballcutter is a product that you should
have a look at? I’m going to start by answering a question that I see over
and over and over regarding these cutters and that question is... Isn’t it
just a melon baller? The answer is categorically NO, I have tried using
melon ballers in the past and they are basically mini ice cream scoops
and as such have no moving parts and are only half a circle of metal/
plastic at most. I gave up trying to make a decent ball of bait with those
years ago.
I came across these ball cutters around two years ago now and they
immediately caught my eye, I was that impressed with the product I
became the social media manager for them. The bellballcutter works
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completely differently to a melon baller (feel free to try a cheap melon
baller, it will soon end up in the bin where mine did) in the sense that
you push the ring into the bait via the handy thumb press above the ring.
Once the ring is inserted simply turn the handle a couple of times making
sure to have the handle vertical when you finish turning and then remove
from the bait and you end up with a perfectly round bait.
I’ve also been asked “why do all baits need to be round?” by several
people. The answer is no not at all in fact I quite often go out of my way
to make boilies that are misshapen to give the fish something they aren’t
used to. However, round baits do tend to present better on hair rigs and
it is a shape that fish do associate with food. In total contradiction fish
are used to boilies being round but they are also used to baits such as
luncheon meat being square, why not give them round luncheon meat to
be different?
The first thing you will notice if you purchase a bellballcutter is that they
are extremely well made. The metal is high quality food grade stainless
steel, the parts are precision engineered and joined with a strong spot
weld, finally the handle is made from strong moulded plastic and is
available in several colours.
As for bait the options are only limited by your imagination I have used
cheese, pear, apple, luncheon meat, strawberry, potato and sweet potato.
I’ve even recently discovered from one of the bellballcutter promotional
team that turnip floats!! David Powell (the team member) uses a potato
ball topped with a turnip ball and has had several carp on this, in fact it is
his go to choice lately. Myself I like to use luncheon meat balls at Hoar
Park Fishery near Nuneaton to catch the catfish he has in the lake (as
well as the carp in there too).
Well I hope you have been given a bit more insight into what the
bellballcutter is all about but words don’t always show you how to use the
cutters properly so feel free to pop on over and have a look at this small
video I made https://youtu.be/34FUWAcVZxA
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Reviews
My first impressions
are that the Ridge
Monkey Action Station
is a reasonable quality,
injection moulded box,
but nothing special…!!

simply empty it after
each session, the
later seems to defeat
the object though…! I
would also add that the
lid ‘sealing’ not around
the base section is not
a fault with unit, it is the
way it is designed.

181

RidgeMonkey say
it’s for having tackle
and bits and pieces
to hand, so I thought
it would be useful
attached to the bivvy
The base section is
poles or a bank stick
nice and sturdy and
for re-baiting rigs etc.
has three ‘sections’
without having to keep
moulded in, however,
The adjustable
kneeling down or
the lid is quite flexible, bracket is very cleverly having to bend over to
but the hinges appear designed and will allow find things.
to be strong enough
you to get it level no
for the job and will
matter what. You can
It kind of works for
last. When it is closed tighten it easily and
me but it’s not deep
and latched together,
with the additional
enough to keep a pot
all is good and it feels
‘insert’ collars supplied of hook baits in, also
fairly solid. It also gives you can fix it to various if it is raining then as
confidence that nothing sizes of bivvy poles or soon as you open it
is going to fall out. That bank sticks.
anything inside is
said, I recommend
you keep if flat during
when packed away
because if you do store
small items inside it i.e.
Boilie Stops, Swivels,
Hooks etc. that are
loose, you are likely to
find them in a different
place when you
open it up as the lid
does not ‘tightly’ seal
around the separate
compartments inside.
Alternatively, you can
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going to get wet so
don’t keep PVA in
there…!! That said,
when the lid is closed,
it does not let water in
so no worries on that
score.
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situations, I think it is
going to be a useful
bit of kit to have in my
tackle bag.

I have spoken with a
few other anglers that
have the Action Station
After further thought
and most say the
I feel it is actually
same, they felt it was
ideal if you are fishing something that they
from a chair under an
would not get the use
umbrella. It is spot on
out of but having seen
for a day session for
them in use and then
Carp or in my case,
purchasing one, they
when I’m Barbel fishing would not be without
attached to the chair
it. For one angler, it
leg instead of carrying has even encouraged
a table and if the wind him to ‘slim down’ his
blows the rain under
kit and use the Action
the umbrella, the lid on Station as his tackle
the Action Station will
box for short sessions.
keep the contents dry.
My initial thought
when this came out
was that it was a very
overpriced “plastic box”
and that you’re paying
for the name that’s
been nicely moulded
in to the lid and I could
not really see a use
for it in my fishing at
all, but after trying it,
and in various different

Total Fishing Tackle
have the unit on sale
at the cost of £15.99,
which in my opinion, is
money well spent.
The Dimensions of
the Unit are: 360mm x
190mm x 50mm
For more information,
visit: www.
ridgemonkey.co.uk/
item/action-station
Regards

Christopher
Morrell
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Catch
Reports
Featuring -

Brooms Cross Fishery, White Springs
Fishery, Pallatrax, Oscar Goyvus,
James Henshaw, Matt Englad, Gemma
Williams, Francis Donovan,Chris
Dodds, Aaron Cameron, Castaway
PVA Team.
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Edward
Anthony with
24lb 2oz from
Megs

Mark Powell
with Olivia at
29lb 11oz

Paul Thomas
with a grass
carp
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Gordon Giles
25lb 6ozfrom
peg 13

Rhodri Caddy
30lb 1oz

Graeme Andrews
with a 22lb 10oz
mirror from Megs
Corner
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Andy Kirk with
Gillie at 26lb

Martin Atkinson
with his new pb
in the shape of
Deebo at 31lb
4oz

Richie Dyson
with Deebo at
31lb

Louis Lyons
with a 23lb
8oz Upper Alt
mirror

Paul Demonne
with Little C at
28lb 12oz

Brad McInerney
with a Big Deal
and a new pb at
28lb

Team Pallatrax member Lee Callaghan is
absolutely over the moon with this one...and
rightly so... The Slate Grey... Weighing in at a
chunky 28lb 6oz and one of the most soughtafter fish from his venue. Size 4 “The Hook”
and Stonze weights doing their job perfectly

Team Pallatrax member Lee Callaghan
managed an overnight session on his local
water.. and is he glad he did!! Using a size 4
“The Hook” and a Stonze weight in his set up,
Lee went and landed this stunning looking carp.
What a beauty! Well done Lee... Top effort.

Alex Donk Ives with a personal best 29lb
common carp caught using the Gripz hooks
and Stonze weights.

Mark Bagnall with a stunning 31lb 4oz recently caught off
the top thanks to a great little tip… Mark took his dog biscuit,
coated it in a sticky Pallatrax glug then coated it in Carp
Crush as an extra attractant. Great tip…. One for the future!!
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Pallatrax man Chris Moore spent a few days on Burghfield Gold Lake
and despite the extreme heat and the high pressure, Chris still managed
a great week taking 11 fish up to upper 20s. Using a combination of
zigs and bottom baits, using small Stonze weights and Gripz hooks, his
tactical approach worked perfectly as he caught some of the prettiest in
the lake.

Catch Reports
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Adam Walsh

I had this capture during my time on a syndicate called Penns Lane in
Birmingham, during my time there i was doing 48hrs every week to catch
this chunk and on 1 Sunday I went down for a day session and saw carp
jumping at 6am. I cast to the far margin and had a double take! One was
about 15lb and the other was the chunk at 28lbs. I was using a maple
cream bait from a company called Simply Baits uk at the time and caught
on leadclip system on a simple hair rig..
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Alan Beacher had not been fishing in a while as been busy with other
things but the first opportunity I had I went and he didn’t expect his first
20lb Sheffield urban canal carp quite so soon. Over the moon with this
one.
Rig choice was a multi rig on a skinline strip shield 25 lb dark olive, size 6
hook on a pop up fixed with a bait screw, with a scattering of More Takes
baits shelf life fruit and nut boilies, pop up was a captivator krill berry that
did the trick.
Next target a 25 lb plus urban canal carp.

Catch Reports
Anthony Massey
with a 28lb 2oz zig
caught personal
best

Ben Bradley Went
on a 24hr session
with forces carp and
caught a new pb
22lb 1oz
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Catch Reports

Catch report. 32.10 mirror carp 16th June 2018 Hampshire
club lake. Rod Hutchinson The Force 15mm Foodbait
Boilie. My son Paul & I fished the opening 48 hour session
of the new season on our club lake with both of us blanking
the first night when we were in swims next to each other, a
swim came available on the lake next door not to far from
my son so I moved later to that swim later that afternoon.
At 11.45pm that night I received a slow take which when
landed turned out to be a lovely 32.10 mirror carp so which
resulted in a great start to the season. I fished both both
rods to a bay in the far margin in front of the island in front
of my swim about 25 yards away with RH The Force 15mm
bottom bait Boilie with a spread of the same over both rods.

Catch Reports
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Peter Ford 24lb
mirror from
CarpVale

Rachel
Hodkinson
with a lovely
chestnut
common fron a
local water

Catch Of The Month
WINNER
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Tom Johnston has had some fantastic catches lately and has sent us a
few pics to share with you guys…. some fantastic carp there… all nailed
perfectly on the Pallatrax Gripz hooks he tells us.
Well done Tom, keep those pics coming!!!
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Chris Kirk with Black
205
Eye at 39lb 2oz from
Clearwater Fishery. PB
products and Retro baits
winning for Chris
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In the Still of the Night

Historical Carp Waters

By Andrew Spreadbury

By Chris Ball

£29.95
Limited Edition Hardback

£29.95
Hardback Edition
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ted edition fishing books in luxury leather bound,
rback formats. Superb quality books at great value.
To see our full range please visit our website.

P.com

Phone: 07909 090 983
Email: booksales@l-e-p.com

Royalty Days
By Bob Buteux

Tony Miles
The End of the Line

£24.95
Limited Edition Hardback

£29.95
Limited Edition Hardback
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Adam Honeysett
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Derek Ritchie

Kristian Horlock
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Den Willett

Paul Hopper
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Le Lees Carp Fishery Le Croisty
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Le Lees Carp Fishery

Welcome everyone to LE LEES Carp Fishery.
We are a new venue officially opened this year. It is a family run
venue, by myself, Matt, Tracie my partner and my son Thai.
Its been tough and we have been working hard to get the place
ready for fishing this year. We purchased the place 3 yrs ago in a
small rural village in brittany called Le Croisty.
With limited stock from a few pounds to 36lb. It is a 2 and a half
acre lake, set in 6 acres of wood surrounded by fields. island in
one corner with lilies in 2 corners,
The depths range from 7/8 feet around island gradually
shallowing to around 2ft. We had the lake netted in 2016 and
removed all the small roach, rudd and carp under 10lb. We put
back over 80 carp from the netting in november that year and by
february 2017 we introduced the new stock which ranged from
28lb to 48lb.Some pics of this attached.
Our carp now go over 50lb. We estimate the lake has 150+ carp.
We did not start this adventure to earn a ton of money, we started
this for the love we have of fishing and to bring pleasure to others
like minded.
We are a drive and survive venue for this year, with plans to
introduce 5 small cabins as the venue grows. There is a caravan
with cooker, water and toilet.We understand that fishing here in
France can be very expensive, which is why we have priced our
place to help make fishing here more affordable.

Le Lees Carp Fishery
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Our price over the winter months ( november 1st to march 31st )
is 130 euros PPPW. 1st april to 31st october 150 euros.
We also do an evening meal at 50 euros pppw.
Lake exclusive for upto 5 carpers with an evening meal is 750
euros pw.
Book a weekend from friday to sunday for 70 euros PP, or ask us
for days to suite you and we will give you a great price.
At the moment we are doing a deal for any week this year ( if
booked before the end of march 2018) you can get lake exclusive
for upto 5 carpers with evening meal for 600 euros.
A 50 euro PP deposit ( non refundable) secures your booking.
We also do a membership which runs from when you join for 1
year for 500 euros PP. Membership card and key supplied.
Anymore info required, ferries, directions, reviews and more pics
please visit our FB page.
Thank you for reading and we hope to see some of you on the
bank landing some of our fantastic carp here in france.
Tight lines and may the carp gods bless you all. Best wishes

Matt, Tracie and Thai.
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Thankyou for reading and as always
your continued support
Please send your articles and catch reports
by the 28th July 2018 for next months
magazine
brian.dixon@talking carp.co.uk
buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk
talkingcarpinfo@gmail.com

The Carp magazine
for Carp anglers written by
YOU !!!!!!!
‘The Talking Carp Team’
Brian Dixon
Mark Faulkner
Mark Galli
Dave Harnick Snr

