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Lockdown Lockdown 
Lessons... Lessons... 
Part TwoPart Two
  by Julian by Julian 
CundiffCundiff
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Hopefully last 
month�s Talking 
Carp will have 
given you an idea 
of my mindset 
when it comes 
to carp �shing, 
and probably 
life in general so 
to conclude the 
Lockdown Lessons 
here are the �nal 
�ve it taught me. 
�ankfully angling 
is pretty much back 
to normal now and 
although we are being 
asked to minimise 
travel we can night 
�sh, tackle shops are 
open, and �sheries 
are not checking 
your home address 
for compliance (well 
done Linear I applaud 
your stance during 
lockdown). For me 
allowing nights is 
no big deal as being 
retired from full time 
work at court means 
I can pick and choose 

my times wisely.... 
well as wisely as I 
can. Before I retired 
I would o�en just do 
nights for the sake of 
going �shing as if I 
did not do midweek 
nights I would end 
up not being able to 
�sh at all. Nowadays 
I do them if I think 
they are going to 
produce either from 
my own knowledge or 
watching what success 
others are having. �e 
lessons I’ve learnt I’m 
continuing to apply 
and hopefully will 
stay with me whether 
we lockdown again or 

not. Right let’s get 
lessons six through 
ten up people. 

6. Prepping spots 
works. I’m not a 
big fan of using 
lots of bait in the 
cold as I know 
that on all, but the 
most overstocked 
/ proli�c waters 

not only is it pointless 
but also detrimental 
to your chances of 
success and in some 
cases the carps health. 
However, what I did 
�nd is that providing 
you found where the 
�sh were and where 
they were prepared to 
pick up bait a small 
amount in that area 
on a regular basis 
made them a lot more 
catchable. I’d o�en 
�sh stringers, single 
baits or mesh bags 
at the most when the 
rods were out but bait 
up when I le� 

Julian Cundiff
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 and once or twice 
midweek too. When I 
was �shing the same 
water twice or thrice 
then baiting up as 
I le� was perfect. 
Massive edge and 
where possible I 
will be applying this 
spring onwards.

7. Sweetcorn 
rules. I can still 
remember that in the 
seventies sweetcorn 
revolutionised my 
tench �shing in 
much the same way 
that boilies did for 
my carp �shing in 
the eighties and 
beyond......and then 

I forgot 
about it.... 
duhhhhh. 
�is winter 
a�er talking 
with a few 
anglers 
whose 
cold water 
prowess 
I trust I 
decided that 
when �shing 
over feed the 
only bait I’d 
�sh over in 
quantity was 
sweetcorn 
and I 
was not 

disappointed! 

As I said previously I 
tend not to �sh over 
bait in the cold but 
corn, or should I say 
liquidised corn was 
very e�ective. Even on 
my short two to four 
hour sessions I was 
happy to �sh over half 
to a kilo of liquidised 
corn as I felt it 
tended to prompt 
them into feeding 
outside of the normal 
recognised bite times. 
I’d stick the corn in 
the blender an hour 
before I went and 
then take it down in 
a small bait bucket. 
A little tip when 
liquidising corn is 
to add some warm 
water to the mix 
before you blend. It 
stops it clogging up 
and you can really get 
a frothy milk shake 
consistency out of it. 
I also found through 
trial and error that I 
got quicker bites

Lockdown lessons part 2

Sweetcorn was great, and even more 
effective when I used it on it's own
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4343Dave LockeCarp Cogs PodcastCarp Cogs Podcast

by Matty Allenby Matty Allen









https://www.facebook.com/groups/996506614123787/?ref=share
https://open.spotify.com/show/33g2JKaqiXneC6eEWo8CkS?si=zNjIvYKKT468cmnhbdUbtQ&utm_source=native-share-menu&dl_branch=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/33g2JKaqiXneC6eEWo8CkS?si=zNjIvYKKT468cmnhbdUbtQ&utm_source=native-share-menu&dl_branch=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/33g2JKaqiXneC6eEWo8CkS?si=zNjIvYKKT468cmnhbdUbtQ&utm_source=native-share-menu&dl_branch=1
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In search of Charlies Mate In search of Charlies Mate 

Part ThreePart Three
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In search of Charlies Mate In search of Charlies Mate 

Part ThreePart Three

by Scott Geezer Grantby Scott Geezer Grant
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A�er my successful 
operation I had 
to rest, but at the 
back of my mind I 
just wanted to get 
back over the Lake. 
Charlies mate still 
hadn’t made an 
appearance and its 
previous track form is 
it usually comes out 
in the winter. By the 
middle of December, 
I was feeling a lot 
better and decided 
to go over the Lake 
for a few nights. �e 
weather was still quite 
mild with light winds 
the pressure was 1002 
dropping to 998 as 
the week progresses. 
I decided to go back 
into the deeps the 
swim that produces 
in the winter months, 
and the swim I �shed 
a couple of times 
previously. Ben was 
on hand to help me 
getting all my gear to 
the swim and getting 

set up.�

I �shed the same GPS 
locations as I had 
�shed previously. By 
the time the house 
and everything was 
sorted the rods didn’t 
go out until the 
a�ernoon. 

At 22:00 that night 
the middle rod 
produced a 14lb 
common. �is was 
a great start and 
hopefully the bigger 
�sh would move in. 
It didn�t take me long 
to get the rod 
back on the dance 
�oor. 

�e rest of the 
night was quiet, 
and I woke in 
the morning just 
before the sun 
came up, a�er 
sitting there for 
an hour drinking 
tea and watching 

the water, I �nally saw 
a �sh show itself. A 
few anglers turned up 
and the lake started 
to get pretty busy 
especially as it was 
midweek. A�er a 
quiet day I decided to 
redo the rods ready 
for the night. 

A couple of hours 
into darkness and 
it was time to start 
preparing my 
evenings meal. 
I had not long eaten 
my dinner and was 
just laying down 

In search of Charlies mate pt 3
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 into the baili�s, Chris 
went in the G Spot 
and Danny went into 
the corner, the other 
baili� Ben �shed from 
the caravan swim and 
Head Baili� Jake made 
the bravest move of 
all and decided to �sh 
the air�eld which is at 
the opposite end of the 
lake to us.

We spent 4 days at 
the lake all �shing 
various methods and 
not one of us had a 
bite. We did have a 
great social though 
which was topped by 
a superb Christmas 

dinner cooked 
by Chris. We all 
cleared our plates 
and had the choice 
of customary 
mince pies with 
custard for a�ers 
or a homemade 
Victoria sponge 
by my Mrs. We 
ate the lot then sat 

around like a load of 
Teletubbies moaning 
we couldn�t move, 
I�m sure you get the 
picture. 

�e evenings were 
spent sitting round the 

�re sharing old stories 
and having a right 
laugh.
Even though we all 
wanted to catch �sh it 
was nice just spending 
time with good people, 
for me it was more 
memories made.

As I wasn�t back 
to work until late 
January a�er taking 
3 weeks leave, I was 
sure sooner or later 
Charlies Mate would 
turn up. I had planned 
that I would do 3-4 
nights a week for the

Scott Grant
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next 3 weeks, she has 
to turn up sooner or 
later.

�en Boris made an 
announcement stating 
we were all going into 
our 3rd lockdown, 
great!!!!! �at�s put 
paid to my plans with 
no night �shing. 
Personally, I only 
�sh sessions 2 nights 
minimum and now it 
was �shing days only it 
really did de�ate me. 

�e weather turned 
really cold and to try 
and get something 
going �shing only a 
few hours a day wasn�t 
for me. I decided not 
to �sh at all and have a 
break from it, I will try 
again either later in the 
year or this winter and 
start the hunt all over 
again. 

I must admit having a 
break done me the 

In search of Charlies mate pt 3
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world of good, I was 
getting possessed 
which is not good for 
homelife or work life 
as all�s you can think 
about is getting over 
the lake to catch the 
one you really want.
Sometimes you need 
to take a step back as 
�shing can take over 
your life. 

I would like to 
thank the following 
companies for their 
products of which I 
use in my �shing.�

www.galaxybaits.co.uk�
www.sharptackle.co.uk�
www.castaway-pva.
co.uk��
In the Margin Particles 
(Facebook)

��
�If you would like more 
information on �e 
Dell contact Michael 
Prior on 07768-124462 
he will be more than 
happy to help.

If you live in South 
Ockendon/Aveley area 

give Matt a shout at 
Ockendon bait & 
Tackle if you want 
lovely plump maggots 
that last a few weeks 
if stored correctly. 
01708-572166

I hope the rest of 2021 
brings everyone good 
health and plenty of 
chunks in the net.��
Stay safe and 
remember its only 
�shing.�

Scott �Geezer� Grant�

Scott Grant

http://www.galaxybaits.co.uk
http://www.sharptackle.co.uk
http://www.castaway-pva.co.uk  
http://www.castaway-pva.co.uk  


























































































































http://www.anglers-nlrs.co.uk
http://www.aptustackle.com 
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140140 Starting on a new Syndicate



141141Finally, We Are BackFinally, We Are Back

by Danny Hopeby Danny Hope
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A lifestyle I never 
thought or knew 
was out there. My 
names Billy Wallis 
(blip) (billys_
carp�shing) from 
Northamptonshire. 
23 with an obsessive 
passion for angling. 
Here’s a little about my 
past angling.

Growing up near a 
small stream I was 
always fascinated 
with �sh and wildlife. 
Growing up I acquired 
my grandads old 
rods and pestered 
my dad to take me 
(who hates �shing) 
lead to hooking my 
�rst few �sh (a perch 
and rudd) which 
instantly give me a 
buzz I’d never forgot. 
But not really having 
the resources to learn 
or do, �shing became 
a sort of impossible 
task at around 9-11 
only managing to 

catch small roach at 
best. So, leaving that 
behind just dabbling 
with it every now and 
then I took up other 
paths in life. But a�er 
a really strange and 
misguided past I hit a 
point where I needed 
to escape the world 
and get away from the 
day to day life I was 
living and returning 
to the river bank was 

the perfect place, with 
information collected 
from watching 
discovery shed late 
at night as a kid (yes 
Discovery Shed, seeing 
old classics like John 
Wilson and Matt 
Hayes, still oblivious 
to the carp world I 
eventually hooked 
a 5-6lb chub from a 
small local stream, I 
absolutely caught the

Billy Wallis
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I was losing my phones 
and photos of captures 
I was quite proud of 
I needed somewhere 
to store photos where 
I wasn’t spamming 
my Facebook friends 
with constant �shing 
pictures. So, Instagram 
was made as a diary/
photo album. 

�e more I was 
catching and posting 
I was gaining a few 
likes and follows I was 
never expecting and 
getting notice from 
people and companies 
such as incredible 
tackle then other 
names. By this point 
my PB was a 23lb 
mirror carp caught 
at Stanwick lakes. I 
joined a fairly local 
syndicate rammed 
with carp, some nice 
barbel, koi, chub. A 
real mix bag which 
was great for me. �en 
moving onto another

Billy Wallis
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Catching carp in challenging timesCatching carp in challenging times  
by Lee Batemanby Lee Bateman









http://www.facebook.com/theyorkshireanglers














http://www.Powapacs.co.uk
http://www.Powapacs.co.uk
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Reviews

DAM CoolersDAM Coolers
By  Anthony WoodBy  Anthony Wood







https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/dam-coolers-ice-cold-for-over-a-week#/ 
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/dam-coolers-ice-cold-for-over-a-week#/ 
https://www.damcoolers.com/


167167Asso Fishing Lines
By Anthony Wood







http://www.assouk.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/assofishing
http://www.facebook.com/assofishing


171171Reviews

Katran Crypton Carp Line and the Katran W/B460 
headtorch combo 

by Brian Dixon







http://www.katran.co.uk
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Well Sharp Hooks.
 by Brian Dixon





http://www.wellsharphooks.co.uk
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179179ReviewsMark CarperNAS The Secret PoolTying the Ronnie RigCarp Chronicles

Featuring -Featuring -
D.T. BaitsD.T. Baits

Vader BaitsVader Baits
Logan HaynesLogan Haynes

Andy ShorthouseAndy Shorthouse
Simon UrsellSimon Ursell

Plus all of your catches !!!Plus all of your catches !!!

Catch Catch 
ReportsReports
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