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I try and �sh 48hrs every other 
weekend. �e weekends I don�t, 
I try to do a Friday overnighter. 
I know some can�t be bothered 
when they only have overnight. It 
seems like a lot of bother to set up, 
only to have to pack up and go the 
next morning, o�en on bite time 
itself. Believe me, they are well 
worth the e�ort. I�ve caught many 
stunning �sh whilst doing a �quick� 
overnighter. (never understood the 
quick bit lol)

  You have to be prepared when 
doing overnighters. Make sure you 
only take what you need. Have 
a bag with just the essentials in. 
You don�t need everything and 
the kitchen sink. If the weather is 
good, you don�t even need a shelter. 
(although I�d recommend keeping 
it in the car. I�ve been caught out 
before!)  

�is is what happened on my latest 
�overnighter�. I�d been having a bit 
of success. I just keep the bait going 
in. Not always while I�m actually 
�shing, but either at the end of a 
session or popping down mid-week 
and putting a bit in my chosen 

spots. I want them to treat my bait 
as a safe bait if I can. �e more they 
eat without getting hooked, the 
better my chances while actually 
�shing.

 I arrived at the lake around 4pm. I 
took a walk around to try and �nd 
a few �sh. Climbing a few of the 
trees as I went. I chatted to a couple 
of anglers I know, and they said 
they hadn�t seen much to go on. 
(probably wouldn�t have told me if 
they did lol) 

 I saw a couple of �sh head and 
shoulder near to where I�d been 
trickling in a bit of bait in� woods 
2 swim. �is was going to be my 
swim for the night. My le� rod, 
I found a spot in 10 1/2 feet of 
water on a shelf before it dropped 
into 27 �. I baited this rod with 
Activ8 crumbed up, and a little 
power hemp. �e rig was a sti� rig 
of �ouro with a �D� and an Activ8 
bottom bait, with a Mainline 
Ltd edition F1 pop up on top, 
snowman style. 
 �e middle rod was straight out in 
front in 9 1/2 feet of water, with the 
same bait and end tackle.

Les Bowers
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�e right rod was in 15� 
of water. �is had a sti� 
hinge rig on with a salty 
squid pop up on.

  All rods only had a 
small amount of bait 
around them. I was 
�shing for a bite. �ere 
are not many �sh in this 
lake, and I didn�t want to 
overdo it.

 What I was doing di�erently to 
everyone else is ( I wasn�t going to 
write this as I was keeping it quiet 
) , putting a small amount of feed 
in a PVA bag, putting the hook 

through the bag just above the feed, 
tying the bag o� and blowing into 
it. �is is so when it went out, the 
lead will hit the bottom and the rig 
and bag will �oat o� the lead. As it 
slowly melts, the rig is pushed away 
from the lead and gently comes 

down on top 
of any weed 
or debris 
that�s on the 
bottom.

�is gives 
a perfect 
presentation, 
knowing the 
�sh can �nd it 
easily.

Overnighters
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 During the night I had a few 
bleeps but nothing forthcoming. 
At 8:30am the Mrs calls me. 
She wanted to know what time 
I�d be back as she wanted me to 
take her to garden centre and do 
some gardening. (I bloody hate 
gardening!!!) I told her I�d be home 
by 11am and all was sweet with the 
world. 

Little did I know what was about to 
happen............ at just a�er 9am the 
le� hand rod dropped back fast. I 
looked and could see coots nearby. 

Cursing I ran down to the rod, not 
sure if it was them. I struck and 
nothing. As I reeled in, I caught up 
with the �sh that was swimming 
towards me, and the rod hooped 
over. �e excitement kicked in as I 
knew I was attached to a �sh. �e 
water in front is shallow for a bit 
but then drops quickly to 27 �. I 
waded out as far as I dare. �e �sh 
using the depths to its advantage 
ploughing deep down. Eventually I 
got it to the surface and could see it 
was a sizeable common. With arm 
outstretched, I teased it into the
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waiting net �rst time. I was shaking 
with excitement. I put the net in 
the net holder while I got out to 
sort camera, scales etc. I called my 
mate Nathan Bailey to come do the 
pics. He didn�t answer. I still hadn�t 
looked at the �sh properly. I just 
knew it was 
a common 
and a good 
one. Whilst 
zeroing the 
sling, the 
right hand 
rod just 
peeled o� at a 
rate of knots. 
I ran back 
into the water 
and grabbed 

the o�ending rod. It 
fought even harder 
than the �rst �sh. 
Trying to snag me in 
my own margins as it 
kited. I bullied it and 
hoped the tackle held. 
Once I had it in open 
water I eased o� and 
played it as normal.  

Now I had a problem! Because it 
was just an overnighter, I hadn�t set 
up my other landing net. To catch 
one from here you�re doing well. To 
have two at same time is unheard 
of.

Overnighters
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hadn�t unhooked the common, so 
I thought I�d just try and get the 
mirror in the same net, whilst not 
letting the common out. A�er a bit 
of jiggling, I managed to slip her in 
the net with the common. Again, 
I put the net on the rest while I 
got out to sort things. Still not 
knowing what I�d got, other than a 
big common and a decent mirror. I 
thought, sod it, I�ll do self takes. As 
I was sorting the gear out, Nathan 
called me back, apologising as he 
said he was playing a �sh. So, he 
was playing one at the other end of 
the lake as I was playing mine. You 

just couldn�t write it lol.  
I said, well if I�ve got two in the 
net. One�s a big common. His was 
only 21 and he said he was letting 
it go and ran around to me. I was 
sat making a cup of tea when he 
arrived in the swim within minutes 
of our call. �What you got� he asked. 
I don�t know, I said. I�ve not looked 
properly yet. He asked if he could 
look while I �nished making tea. 
Crack on, I said. As he went into 
the water and looked in the net, 
he looked up and me and said, 
‘that looks like the Oxlease 
common’

Les Bowers
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 We did the mirror �rst and saved 
the best till last. �e mirror went 
31.10, which I�d have been happy 
with on its own.

 When we li�ed the common, 
I knew it was big just from the 
weight. As we unfolded the sling, 
she was enormous. On the scales 
she went 47.12. I was over the 
moon. In 3 weeks, I�d had two of 
the known 40�s. Nathan made a 
grand job of the pics. I felt bad as I 
knew it was the one he was a�er.
I was now late home. �e swim 
looked like a bomb had gone o�. 
�e Mrs wasn�t happy. �ey just 
don�t understand do they!! Lol. 

When I got home it cost me £200 
in the poxy garden centre and 
another £200 on a super duper 
new hoover. Was it worth it...? hell 
yes!!!! Lol

  So, if you do get a spare night, 
instead of sitting in front the box, 
get out on the bank. You never 
know what could happen. just 
makes sure your bank balance can 
take an irate Mrs

Best �shes

Les
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THINK! THINK! 
THINK! THINK! 
THINK! THINK! 

By Joe Turnbull By Joe Turnbull 
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An angle on a An angle on a 
successful mind-set successful mind-set 
by Carl Miltonby Carl Milton
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Review Review 
by John Flewinby John Flewin

“But it’s just a Baiting Pole…right...??!” Review 
by Mark Carper
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“But it’s just a Baiting Pole…right...??!”

Yes it is, that is exactly what it is, it is just a Baiting Pole…but with 
difference...!!

Now, before I get into my review about this particular ‘Baiting Pole’, let me 
tell you where I stand on using one….

…I have heard and read the many opinions on the use of numerous 
makes or type of baiting pole over the years, from “it’s a game changer” 
to “it’s cheating” and the most common one, “you need to learn how to 
cast..!!”

These same comments are applied to many things in the world of carp 
angling, especially Bait Boats. Even the ‘Deeper’ is seen my many as 
“cheating”…and the people that use those statements, usually follow up 
with, “people don’t know watercraft anymore” or “people that use this kit 
are just lazy..!”

For me, I simply embrace the technology and kit that is available to me 
and put it to good use (sometimes, I even catch). How many of those that 
see a Bait Boat, Deeper and now the humble Baiting Pole as ‘Cheating’ 
are still using Split Cane Rods and Centre Pin Reels? Not many I’m sure. 
Technology is everywhere in Carp Fishing, from the Reels to the Rods, 
the Line and the Hooks and all manner of kit we simply drag around and 
place in our swims on every session…I never hear anyone say that a 
‘Hand Sharpened Hook’ is cheating…?!

Anyway, that’s my opinion and as they say “we are all entitled to our own 
opinion” and if you think the use of a baiting pole is in some way a blight 
on, or cheating in, our beloved sport, then stop reading now… 

So, what’s the difference with this ‘Baiting Pole’…?

Reviews
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In the Margin Particles Review In the Margin Particles Review 
by scott ‘GEEZER’ Grantby scott ‘GEEZER’ Grant
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Sunblesa ‘Bivvy Tray’ with incorporated Magnet 
and a 30cm Ruler – Review by Mark Carper
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Brian Hamilton - 27lb 2oz - Winter Berry Wafter

Bri’s Fish for Si 
Powell slamming 
the needle to 34lb 

4 oz

Liam Healy with 
his new personal 
best and its Big 
Deal at a new 

highest weight of 
35lb

Jake Sanderson 
with Little C at 

33lb

Matty Wright 
with BlackTail. A 
rare visitor to the 
bank at Brooms 

Cross.



Brian Hamilton - 27lb 2oz - Winter Berry Wafter

Phil Gaskell 
and his new 
PB with the 
Mean Eyed 

Mirror at 
29lb 10oz

Matty Wright with Deebo at 34lb

Matty Wright 
with BlackTail. A 
rare visitor to the 
bank at Brooms 

Cross.
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