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cold all through January so l 
wimped out and only did one 
more night that month which was 
a blank.

Febuary started o� a little milder 
so during the �rst week l was back 
for a couple of nights, resulting 
in one high double common.�e 
second week was colder again but 
l was really keen for some reason.

It was a beautiful sunny clear 
day when l set up and l did see a 
couple of shows really close to the 
bank. l was still �shing the bird 
hide swim because of the high 
water level. l was quite con�dent 
as l set up and cast my le� hand 
rod tight against the reeds on the 
far side, my middle rod was cast 
straight out to the bottom of the 
gravel slope and my right hand 
rod just six foot from the bank 
slightly to my right. 

At eleven pm the le�-hand rod 
dropped back right to the ground. 
l had got into my sleeping bag 
about 9pm and was nice and 
warm but as l got out to attend 
to the now running carp l was 

shocked just how cold it had got. 
Another struggle putting on my 
coat and boots whilst playing a 
carp, which was a mid twenty 
common.

Back in bag just getting warm and 
the recast into gawd knows where, 
my le� hand rod goes,of again. A 
double common this time. Back 
in the bag a happy chappy.

It seemed like l’d only been asleep 
for an hour when the right hand 
rod absolutely melted o�. Out of 
bag normal struggle with boots 
and coat then l realized this was 
not a small carp that was now 
belting down the lake but also 
my bladder was very close to 
bursting. l walked backwards 
just hoping my line didn’t catch 
on anything and relieved myself 
of several cups of tea whilst the 
carp made it’s merry way down 
the lake as far away from me as it 
could get.

l have no idea how long it took me 
to get the carp back to my swim 
but even then it really didn’t want 
to come out and have it’s photo

Memories of an average carper
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before so didn’t know where it 
was so we arranged to meet at the 
mere on Saturday morning and 
go to 5 lakes in Tony’s car. 

l was sitting at home on the 
Friday morning very bored and 
it was a nice day so l thought l 
might aswell do the night at the 
mere and l’ll be there already nice 
and early when Tony turned up.

First cast a�er turning up about 
midday and l was shocked when 
the rod burst into life just as Gary 
the oracle turned up. �e �rst one 
in daylight for months a twenty 
mirror.
As l wasn’t even expecting to be 
�shing l was a happy hippy. 

�e day stayed sunny and mild 
and l sat out watching the 
stars until 9.30pm then 
climbed into the bag and out 
like a light. l hadn’t bothered 
with my bivvy just set up 
in the now dry middle car 
park and crashed out in my 
van. l was very surprised to 
be woken up at 11pm by the 
sound of heavy rain hitting 

the van roof and when l looked 
outside l saw that a quite strong 
northerly wind was blowing 
across the lake straight at my 
swim. l was even more surprised 
when half an hour later my right-
hand rod went o�. 

l won’t go into the whole story but 
l ended up with seven carp that 
night four of them twenty’s 

l wound in at 3:30am soaking wet 
absolutely knackered freezing 
cold and very happy, only us 
carpers could understand that.

What brought the carp on to the 
feed we will never know we can 
guess and say the strong wind or 
the heavy rain, but let’s face it 
we’ll never really know.

Memories of an average carper
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D.T.Baits D.T.Baits 
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Talking Point�Talking Point�  
with Julian Cundiffwith Julian Cundiff















































3838 1 SIZE 4 CURVE HOOK, 
1 PIECE OF 25LB AQUASKIN HOOKLINK 

3 PB COMMONS: 45lb 8oz, 46lb 2oz, 50lb 2oz

www.sharptackle.co.uk

JUST AS SHARP
JUST AS STRONG
JUST AS RELIABLE
JUST BETTER VALUE

Sharp
Tackle
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You can�t stand still You can�t stand still 

(food for�thought)(food for�thought)

by Richard Handelby Richard Handel






















































































































































































