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Hello and welcome
AND HERE WE ARE.. ISSUE 99.. THE LAST OF THE DOUBLE 
DIGITS ISSUES… 

It has been an epic journey so far, and we are loving it!
In this issue we have more from our captain.. Mr Scott 
Grant… as he continues his amazing run of form on waters 
across his county.

Also this month we have more from Catherine Bunn… 

was that an amazing story we had from her last month? It 
certainly made an impression on some out there.. and this 
month we welcome Catherine and Paul back for more… 

As always we have the catch reports and reviews for you. 
Keep those emails coming in… we look forward to each and 
every one! 

Have a great month and see you next month for the real big 
issue….

Team Talking Carp
Email us at any of the below emails

brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
mark@talkingcarp.co.uk

markcarper@talkingcarp.co.uk

http://www.roddyclips.co.uk
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A couple of weeks after my last hit I was back over the lake. I was 
fishing a social with my old mukka Chris along the road bank, the weather 
forecast was not great it was going to be -2 at night and there is a good 
chance the lake could freeze over. We both got set up and with the rods 
out we decided to have a big fry up. I do miss the social side of fishing as 
a lot of fishing I do is on my own. Me and Chris have been mates for over 
20 years, we have done a lot of fishing together and know each other 
inside out. We always have a good laugh no matter what the weather or 
fish are doing. Well needless to say that night the lake did freeze over and 
come the next morning all my rods were frozen in. I had to get bricks to 
smash the ice so I could wind my rods in, we both packed up and headed 
for home.

The following week I was back over but this time I was fishing alone; I 
walked round to the Ramp and dropped a bucket in there then went back 
to my van. I unloaded the van and my old mukka Chris kindly took all my 
gear round in the trailer, which makes such a massive difference. I went 
into a swim I had been trickling bait in over the past 4 weeks.
The only other angler fishing was Chris who was in the bailiff’s swim, so 
I practically had the lake to myself. With the trailer unloaded I wasted no 
time in getting the bivvy up and my gear sorted. An hour later everything 
was in place and the only thing left to do was get the rods out on their 
spots. My boat is my weapon of choice and used in conjunction with the 
fisheye camera is a deadly combo. I sent the boat out to the spots as I 
wanted to check if there was any bait left. There was no bait left on any 
of the spots, and 
the spots looked 
cleaner, where the 
fish have polished 
off the bait.

This was good 
news as I knew 
they liked the bait 
and that the fish 
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would come 
back to the 
feeding spots 
to feed again.  
I decided to 
have a change 
of hook bait 
as the water 
temperature 
had dropped 

and my choice of colour is always white. So, I fished a white Skunz pop 
up on the left and middle rod, but kept a powder coated nuts pop up on 
the right rod. I boated the rods out one by one and they all had crushed 
Nuts boilie, whole nuts boilies, chillie hemp and a handful of maggots, I 
always use dissolving foam nuggets on all my rods this ensures that I get 
the perfect presentation every time, again this is a confidence thing and 
if your confidence is high, you stand a better chance of catching. This 
combination has done me well so far so there is no need to change it.
With the rods out it was time to get the kettle on and watch the water. I 
checked the weather app which I seem to constantly do throughout the 
day when I am fishing. There was another storm arriving tomorrow this 
time it was storm “Jocalin” great another session of me getting battered!!! 
The wind currently is South Westerly 
and the pressure is 1015 and creeping 
up over the next few days. As long as 
the wind stays South Westerly or even 
goes Westerly that will be okay, if it goes 
Southernly I am in big trouble as it will be 
coming straight at me.

Later in the afternoon just after 5pm I got 
a screaming take on the left-hand rod, I 
lifted into the fish and felt it only for a few 
seconds before it sought sanctuary in a 
huge weed bed. I put the rod back in the 
rest and like always the fish takes a bit of 
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time before swimming out. An hour later and with no 
movement whatsoever, it was clear that the fish had 
spat the hook. I pointed the rod directly to where it 
was snagged and applied some pressure after a 
few seconds the line gave and I reeled my rig in. 
Everything was intact the hook was still mega sharp 
so I was left scratching my head. Maybe the hook 
only nicked the fishes lip who knows and I will never 
know. I rebaited the rod and sent it back out to the 
spot with another boat load of bait. 

It was a quiet night and I woke up Tuesday morning 
early like I always do, put the kettle on for my first morning coffee. I 
checked my phone and it was saying that the storm is due to hit us this 

afternoon. I must admit I am not looking 
forward to it. I sat watching the water for 
any signs of carp but I did not see anything. 
Come the afternoon and the wind got right 
up, the waves had white tips on them and 
my bivvy was rocking to the point where I 
thought it was going to take off!!! It was like 
this for the rest of the day.

The rods were left in place as there 
was no way I could get them back out 
in this weather, and I knew they were 
all presented anyway. After a very scary 
sleepless night I woke up early doors, the 
storm had passed and the lake looked 
somewhat a lot calmer. I sat watching the 
water drinking a coffee, I saw a fish show 
over the middle rod and as this was the first 
fish I had seen it filled me with confidence. 
At 0900 o’clock I got a screaming take I 
lifted the rod and felt the fish for a second 
or two then nothing! I reeled the rod in 
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and just as it got to the bank, I 
could see line hanging off my 
lead, I gingerly swung my lead 
towards me and grabbed the 
line, it was in fact braid and I 
started to pull it in and there 
must have been 80 odd yards 
with a zig attached. All I can 
think of is that the fish are swimming into the zig and getting it caught up 
in my line giving me a false take. Anyway, with this now removed, cut up 
and put in the bin I decided to reel my other rods in and go for a shower 
and have a social with Chris. 
Later in the afternoon I returned to my swim and went about getting the 
rods out. Just as I put the last rod out another angler turned up and went 
into a swim opposite me, anglers seem to like that bank as you can park 
behind your swim and literally fish out your van. He proceeded to get his 

rods out whilst I sat 
there drinking tea 
watching the water. 
This particular angler 
does like to jump on 
other angler’s hard 
graft so you have to 
have your wits about 
you when he is on the 
lake. He will watch 
where you are baiting 
and as soon as you 
have left the lake, he 
jumps straight in your 
swim. 

As I was doing a 
Winter campaign, I 
was hoping to keep 
all my catches under 
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wrap as I did not want anyone knowing what I was catching until I had 
finished. It’s not an easy feat but I will try my best. 

As the sun set the temperature dropped, and I made myself comfortable 
in the bivvy, the heating went on and after 10 minutes it felt like being 
at home. It was another quiet night and I actually got a much-needed 
good night’s sleep. I even overslept somewhat I missed first light by 15 
minutes, which is not like me at all. As I do every morning I sat watching 
the water with a coffee in hand. Jake called me just before 0900 o’clock to 
see how I was getting on we chatted for a few minutes and just as I ended 
the call the left-hand rod burst into life, this fish was not mucking about 
I lifted the rod and the fish was well and truly on, I kept the rod high and 
the pressure on 
and for once 
this fish did 
not weed me 
up and after a 
proper battle 
it was finally 
in the net. It 
turned out to 
be a lovely 
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plump mirror of 28lb 3oz. 
Happy days I took a few 
self takes before treating 
and returning the fish. The 
fella opposite called me to 
say he had caught a low 
20lber and saw me playing 
the fish and what was it. I 
had to tell him but left it at 
that, (there is a lake what’s 
app group). I got the rod 
rebaited and back out on 
the spot with a generous 

helping of bait. I checked the weather app and tonight is a full moon. 
They say that on a full moon big commons make an appearance and 
the only common left for me to catch in here is a beautiful fish called the 
“Woodcarving” now I would dearly love to add this fish to my portfolio but 
we can all dream.

Dan turned up and went into the Island swim next door to my right, so 
it all of a sudden it seemed very busy. We chatted for what seemed like 
ages before he went and got the rest of his gear and started to set up. 
Around 1pm as I was standing talking to Dan my receiver let out two 
bleeps, I checked and it was the left hand rod again, I walked back to 
my swim and once there I looked down at the rods and the bobbin was 
shaking, the line twitched 
so I lifted the rod and 
the fish was on, I knew 
straight away this was a 
much better fish and it 
fought hard trying in vain 
to weed me up at every 
chance, I kept the rod 
high and the pressure on 
and after an epic battle 
and I mean a proper 
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battle a huge common surfaced out in front, I knew it was a good fish 
and after a further few minutes Dan slid the net under it. I was knackered 
but so happy, I looked inside the net and I knew straight away it was the 
common, I so dearly wanted to catch the “Woodcarving”. Danny could 
not believe it nor could I, but I gathered myself together got everything 
ready, zeroed the digitals then it was time to weigh and photograph this 
magnificent fish. On the scales she went 41lb 7oz which is a good weight 
for her. Dan obliged with the camera and took great photos as he always 
does. I then treated her and watched her swim off back into the depths of 
the Dell. I had to sit down and take it all in, this fish was my second 40lber 
and its Winter!!! I have never had a winters fishing like this in all the years 
I have been carp fishing. 

Sometime later I did 
manage to get the rod 
back out on the spot, 
with another boatload 
of bait. I could not 
believe my eyes as my 
boat got to the spot the 
bloke opposite, walked 
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along the bank trying 
to line up where my 
boat was and the 
spot, I was fishing!!! 
This angler is so 
desperate I could not 
comprehend it, but 
what I did do was 
send my boat up and 
down just to let him 

know I knew what he was up to. It is a sad situation when you cannot get 
a swim going yourself and you choose to jump on somebody else’s hard 
work. 

I sat down and just could not stop smiling, I always strive to catch one 
winter 40lber but to actually catch two is beyond my wildest dreams. 
They are loving the bait; the terminal tackle is spot on and never lets me 
down. Can this winter get any better for me, well only time will tell if I keep 
putting the effort in then surely, I will be rewarded. That night I went to 
sleep and I was actually content, I slept like a baby and when I woke on 
my final morning the wind had eased even more. A few anglers starting to 
turn up so come midday I was all packed up and off home. The word must 
have got around that I had banked another 40lber as the bloke who was 
opposite me text me asking why I had lied to him when he asked if I had 
caught anything else!!!! Seriously you could not make it up.

Going back to the full moon scenario is there something in it? I really do 
not know to be honest but one thing I do know is that last year on a full 
moon I caught the big common out of my other syndicate water, so there 
is definitely something about a full moon and big commons. 

If you want to give Halo baits a try, I have a discount code which gives 
you 15% off at the check-out. The code is GEEZER, please note this will 
not apply to any special offer bundles.

The winter that was pt2
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I would like to thank the following companies for their products of which I 
use in my fishing. 

www.halobaits.co.uk 

www.deceptionangling.co.uk

www.katran.co.uk 

In the Margin Particles (Facebook)

www.castaway-pva.co.uk

www.fisheyecamerakits.co.uk 

If you would like more information on becoming a member of The Dell 
contact Michael Prior on 07768-124462 he will be more than happy to 
help.

Scott Grant

http://www.halobaits.co.uk
http://www.deceptionangling.co.uk
http://www.katran.co.uk 
http://www.castaway-pva.co.uk
http://www.fisheyecamerakits.co.uk 
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Mark Carpers Shorts...!

This month in my Shorts we have....

•	 MCF ‘BOOT SLIP’
•	 Wader Bag / Cover – Bespoke Angling Supplies
•	 The ‘GOM’ from LCA Tackle
•	 Heated Gas Cannister Cover from RidgeMonkey
•	 Gurza - Coated Braid from KATRAN

Boot Slip by MCF Carp Fishing

I can’t be the only one that finds stepping in to my Waders a pain in the 
backside..?!!

You know the scenario, you get a take and then comes the sheer 
frustration of struggling to put your feet into your waders as you point your 
toes like a Ballerina and nearly dislocate your ankle whilst trying not to fall 
over or worse.. lose that fish..!!!

Well, the MCF – BOOT SLIP eradicates all of the above..!

What's in Mark Carpers shorts
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Designed and 
Manufactured here in 
the UK for those anglers 
who use Waders or 
even Wellies whilst 
fishing

A unique design, the 
Boot Slip enables you to 
place your foot into your 
chosen footwear with 
ease and without any 
hassle whatsoever

Well-made and 
extremely durable, the 
‘Boot Slip’ is a must 
have....

Available to buy singly (£19.99) or as a pair (£29.99) - 
http://www.mcfcarpfishing.co.uk/page22.html

Wader Bag/Cover – Bespoke Angling Supplies

Simplicity itself, but the key is that the Bag-come-Cover is totally 
Water Resistant and will keep your Waders dry even in the harshest of 
downpours

Spacious and well-constructed it allows you to store and carry your 
Waders with two ‘Clasps’ to secure to top of the bag and two strong carry 
handles

...the clever bit is when you take your Waders “out of the Bag” and roll 

What's in Mark Carpers shorts
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them down ready for action...

... you turn the Bag ‘Upside Down’, place it over the top of your Waders 
and you then have a ‘Wader Cover’

You can then rest assured that no water is getting inside the Waders no 
matter what the weather..!!

Overall, a very useful, practical, and well-made product that is designed 
to do a specific job, which it does extremely well

It is easy to use so doesn’t become a pain and it gives excellent 
protection to the Waders both as a Bag and a Cover

The cost, direct from Bespoke Angling Supplies is around £35.00 inc. UK 
delivery

You can contact them via their Facebook Page at: https://www.facebook.
com/groups/bespokeanglingsupplies/

The Gom - from LCA Tackle

What's in Mark Carpers shorts

https://www.facebook.com/groups/bespokeanglingsupplies/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bespokeanglingsupplies/
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This little Blue Block, 
measuring 5cm x 2cm x 
1cm, claims to ‘sharpen’ 
your hook point without 
the need for a Vice, 
Files, Stones or even a 
Magnifying Glass and for 
just £10...

..and using it is so 
simple... insert the Hook 
Point into the block of 
‘Sand Crystals’  us a Left 
& Right ‘turning motion’, 
not an ‘Up & Down’ 
motion, the point gets a 
full 360º ‘sharpen’, with 
no flat spots

Micro-Barbed & Beaked Points too.. you just go as deep as the start of 
the ‘Barb’ or for ‘Beaked Points’ you place the hook in the block following 
the curve of the point..

Ten to Fifteen seconds of back and forth and you are done and it 
improves the hook point of even the cheapest hooks

You can also ‘drag’ the hook along the block length, like dragging it along 
a file but with the block being very fine, the amount of material removed 
from the hook is minimal but it does give a slightly better and sharper 
finish to the point...

On the LCA Tackle website, you will find a couple of instructional videos 
of how to get the best from The Gom https://lcatackle.com/product/
hakenslijper-the-gom/

What's in Mark Carpers shorts
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And if you head to GCT 
Angling you can purchase 
The Gom from the UK...
https://gctangling.co.uk/
product/the-gom/

Heated Gas Cannister 
Cover – from 
RidgeMonkey

The Gas Cannister Cover 
is designed to fit the 440-
500 size Butane/Propane 
mix Gas Cannisters, which 
are the most common used 
for Camping Stoves

This USB Powered cover 
has a ‘Heating Coil’ that will gently warm the Gas Bottle for efficient use of 
the Gas by the Stove.

Powered from any USB output ‘Power Bank’ and with the convenience of 
the ‘In-Line’ Power Switch, it is simple to use and very effective...

My 26800mAh Power Pack ran the Heater over a week-long session 
being used up to six-times per day to boil water and cook food

I simply turned the heater on as I was prepping and it made the use of the 
Gas Bottle very efficient and also prevented ‘Flare-Ups’ too...

... it doesn’t need to be cold weather temperatures to use it either... just 
using the gas will cause the cannister to chill down and this little ‘Blanket’ 
prevented it from getting cold enough to affect the Gas Flow..!

What's in Mark Carpers shorts
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GURZA Coated Braid – 
From KATRAN

The ‘Stiff’ Outer Coating on 
GURZA can be stripped easily to 
reveal a “Very Soft” Inner Braid

…and although fast-sinking, 
this Hook Link is well suited to 
Waters with Low Lying Weed…

… Not just because of the 
Green Colour, but because the 
Stiffness of the Coating allows 
it to settle ‘on the weed’ rather 
than into it…

When fishing in weed, GURZA is best used as a ‘Longer’ Hook Link of 
between 30cm to 45cm to allow it to settle and present itself in the best 
possible situation…

…the Outer Coating is easy to remove and does not split when knotted…

… and GURZA makes a superb ‘Hinged’ Rig too..!

Available in 20m Spools of either 15lb or 25lb Breaking Strain

Katran - https://katran.eu/

What's in Mark Carpers shorts

Katran - https://katran.eu/
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by Catherine Bunnby Catherine Bunn

  Our Journey ContinuesOur Journey Continues    
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First, we would like to thank 
everyone for their support and 
response after our last article, it 
was amazing. We would also like to 
say a massive THANK YOU for the 
surprise gifts that we received… we 
cannot thank you enough. This is 
really going to be a game changer 
going forward getting me on the 
bank. 

This week we travelled to Trent 
View fisheries in Nottingham for 
my first ever 72 hours social. I was 
nervous and excited at the same 
time. 

We arrived on the Sunday and the 
weather was awful, it was raining 
heavy, and it hadn't stopped for 
days. Trying to find a peg suitable 
for me was difficult as a lot of 
the pegs was very muddy and 
bogged out and with me being 
disabled it was not ideal at all. We 
even watched some of our friends 
slipping and sliding in it while they 
were trying to set up. After driving 
back and forth looking at all the 
pegs we decided peg 22 was the 
safest and most accessible for 
me and not a mud pit. On a good 
day I would say most of the pegs 
are accessible and it also has 1 
disabled toilet by the cabin. 

Day 1 was a complete wash out, 
we sat in the car most of the day 
waiting for the rain to ease up trying 
to figure out how Paul was going to 
get the bivvy etc set up on his own. 
The bivvy is a pain in the butt on a 
sunny day so I could already see it 
was going to be stressful for him. 
Finally, the rain eased and Paul with 
a little help from his friend managed 
to get the bivvy up and finally late 
afternoon got the rods out. It had 
been a miserable day so we got our 
heads down early hoping the next 

Our Journey Continues
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day would be better. 

 After a restless night due to the 
struggles, day 2 was a new day, 
we had some breakfast and came 
up with a plan of action for the day. 
I made up a few Castaway pva 
bags with the help of Paul and we 
decided that was going to be on my 
rod 2 rod lengths out in the margins 
to the right. We decided Pauls rods 
would go out at 10 wraps on 14mm 
prostim yellow wafter and 15 wraps 
on a 20mm manilla boilie over the 

house pellet. The set ups were 
simple, using 400mm tungsten 
tubing on a non-fixed lead clip 
from Deception Angling, with both 
rods set up the same with a multi 
rig. Due to the wind being bad and 
directly smack bang in our faces we 
knew spodding as far as he wanted 
to be wasn’t an option and we had 
seen fish showing in them areas. 
Being away from the rest of the 
social we went with, Paul decided 
that evening he was going to set 
the new barrow up and take me to 
see everyone else. Everyone from 
the social was cheering when they 
saw me coming saying how much 
better it was for me to get around 
on the bank. Sat there watching 
the lake and watching Paul as he 
pushed me, we both had smiles 
on our face which was priceless. I 
asked him was it better he said so 
much easier no lifting and pushing 
less strain on his shoulders and 
no pain just out of breath. On the 
way back to our peg other anglers 
smiling saying hello and one even 
said that's one way of getting 
around the lake…. we are so very 
grateful. 

That evening we sat in the bivvy 
talking about our next plan of 
action for the last day and I shared 
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how I would love to try and cast 
one handed and would it even be 
possible for me to practice with 
the spod rod with just a lead. He 
grabbed two of my hair ties and 
wrapped them around my arm 
sliding the spod rod inside them to 
hold it in place. He said he will think 
of a way to do it but couldn’t do it 
that day due to the wind being bad 
but will figure out a way to try the 
next day. 

That night I couldn't sleep thinking 
of different ways I could try but 
nothing came to mind. It was 
around 2:30am and I was just 
starting to drift off to sleep when the 
receiver screamed off and it was 
my rod. Paul got me up grabbed 
my harness and got me to the 

rods. While I 
was putting my 
harness on Paul 
hit the rod… 
Fish on! The 
adrenaline was 
pumping, we 
slotted the rod 
on my harness 
and reeled in 
as the fish got 
to the net Paul 
lit it up with 
his head torch 
there it was…. 
I had caught a 

bream, probably about 6/7lb We 
both looked at each other and just 
started laughing. To most carp 
anglers they would not class that 
as a catch but for me it's different, 
anything goe. I need all the practice 
and experience I can. From Paul 
getting me up, getting me to the 
rods to me playing a fish, every 
small thing to someone else is a 
huge step for me so it was a win 
win for me. Paul got me back to 
bed and I fell asleep knowing my rig 
works perfectly. 

The last day we woke up bright and 
early, the sun beaming on to our 
bivvy. A  new day, a new plan. We 
found out there was a gravel bar 18 
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wraps out so we decided both rods 
with bright single baits should go 
out and hope for the best and we 
left mine in margins as that’s where 
I caught from. 

After lunch Paul said he had come 
up with an idea to help aid me cast. 
he said to put a finger stall on me to 
stop me from cutting myself, and as 
the other rods was out on the spots 
it was time to have a go. My first 
attempt wasn't great, it looped up 
into the air and landed in the water 
only a couple of rod lengths out. 
Second attempt was much further 
about 6 wraps and I was happy, but 
it didn't feel secure and I told Paul 
this. 

Dave from Castaway pva and Paul 
stood talking about some other 
ideas and thought a buckle strap 
would be better and we gave it a 
try, it felt much tighter and secure 
and I managed to hit 8 wraps, it 
was brilliant so Paul unclipped to 
see if i could hit the next one. I just 
kept casting and Paul kept reeling it 
in for me over and over. Dave came 
up with some words of advice to try 
and lift my arm as high as I could. 
I raised my arm to the highest and 
boom !!! I just hit the 13 wrap clip. 
I was ecstatic! I had tears of joy 

in my eyes as did Paul! Lee from 
Deception Angling, who has been 
a massive support network for me, 
was sat in his car watching me and 
witnessed me hit that 13 wraps 
and came straight over to me… he 
saw the tears in my eyes and he 
excused himself by saying “Well 
done! and how proud he was of 
me” he had to go as he was getting 
emotional  and didn't want to cry in 
front of us.  
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Not only did I never think I would 
fish again but to start learning to 
cast one handed is a massive 
achievement. The buckle strap is 
a start until we can find a better 
solution but for people out there 
that  think they can't do it, please 
give it a try you might surprise 
yourself like I did. I'm not saying it's 
going to be easy because it isn't, far 
from it but with the help and support 
from the right people you will get 
there. This is just the beginning 
for me and I'm learning new things 
every day and I hope I'm inspiring 
other disabled anglers to do the 
same. 

There is still a lot of struggles for 
me to get on the bank but slowly 
working through them together. 
No carp for us on this trip but I'm 
happy I pushed past my limits and 
was able to do a 72-hour. Don't get 
me wrong, it came with some pain 
but the outcome was brilliant, and 
would definitely like to go back to 
catch a carp. 

Our next adventure is going to be 
at Chester lakes next week as I 
won a 48 hour fishing session. This 
one I'm really looking forward to, 
it has disabled pegs and disabled 
toilets and we are really hoping to 

catch some nice carp. We will be 
going live daily on Tik Tok on Pauls 
account which is Bunnylad so we 
can show people around and show 
how accessible it is. 

Keep your fingers crossed for us… 
and maybe a new pb coming our 
way. 

Tight lines everyone.
 

Catherine and Paul. 

Our Journey Continues
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