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  Hello, and welcome to issue 27,
 This month is quite a big issue for you as we have 

a couple of new additions who have joined our great 
team of writers... First up is Corrie Booysen who joins 
us from South Africa and gives us an insight into his 

world of carp fishing. And let me tell you... Corrie is as 
keen as they come!! 

Also starting this month, we have Mike ‘Spug’ Redfern 
on board as we serialize his sell out book Carping Mad 
vol.1. This book was a huge hit and can no longer be 

bought but we at Talking Carp are going to let you read 
this, with us, over the coming months. Be warned... 
Spug is not for the faint of heart!!! So, read it at your 

peril... Hahahhaa
Slightly more serious.  Its almost time for the fish to 
do their annual dance of love. If you see them. Leave 

them! Simple.
As always, we hope you are enjoying reading this as 
much as we enjoy bringing it to you every month... 
We would love to hear from you! Hit the ‘contact us’ 

button on the webpage or email directly at :-

brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk

talkingcarpinfo@gmail.com

Until next month... Enjoy the mag... And hope to hear 
from you soon.

                         Team Talking Carp

mailto:brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
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mailto:talkingcarpinfo@gmail.com
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So, after my 
blank session on 
Churchwood in search 
of “Bubbles” a fish that 
has got under my skin 
so to speak, it was 
time for a change so 
a move onto Jenkins 
was in order to save 
my sanity. I had only 
been home for a few 
hours when I got a text 
from Steve (Saturday 
afternoon) saying Nick 
hag bagged a common 
of just under the 20lb 
mark. This was great 
news and I was looking 
forward to getting back 
over the lake even 
more now. I had a 
lovely evening with my 
mrs then with new life 
and a replenished food 
bag I returned to the 
lake Sunday afternoon 
around 12:30.

When I pulled up Nick 
had a big smile on 
his face, good lad I 
was pleased for him 
and this gave me a 
whole new level of 
confidence. Nick left 
around 15:00 and 

I was all set up the 
rods out by 17:00 just 
before dark. It was 
nice having a different 
view for a few nights 
and hopefully the fish 
activity would carry on, 
I kept the baiting to a 
minimum only putting 
a handful of crumbed 
up boilies plus a 
handful of 10mm with 
the hookbait dipped 
in the matching winter 
dip with a scoop of the 
Blitz.

The weather was 
somewhat better with 
the night temperature 
being 5oc the lake was 
not going to freeze. I 
was woken at 05:00 
o’clock by a take on my 
middle rod, as I lifted 
the rod the fish had 

snagged me, I kept 
the pressure on for a 
few minutes, but the 
fish had other ideas, 
I put the rod back on 
the alarm slackened 
the line off and got 
back into bed. With no 
further beeps the fish 
had obviously done 
me and snagged me 
silly in the process. 
I couldn’t go back to 
sleep and was hoping 
the receiver would 
sound but come 07:00 

o’clock the 
situation 
was the 
same. 

Mark the 
bailiff came 
down 
around 
09:00 
o’clock 

and went out in the 
boat to unsnag my 
line (Thanks mate). I 
then rebaited and put 
the rod back out but a 
couple of foot off the 
original spot giving me 
more of a chance. The 
weather was bang on

Scott Grant
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with the daytime 
temperature of 10oc 
with light rain forecast 
for most of the day 
and the pressure at 
1017 it looked so 
much better then last 
week. With the rods 
sorted it was time for 
breakfast, which was 
going to be smokey 
bacon in tiger rolls, I 
was eating myself silly 
and at times when 
you fish on your own 
you start to go stir 
crazy doing all manner 
of stupid things, like 
talking to yourself so 
much so you end up 
having a barney with 
yourself!!!.... Boredom 
had certainly kicked 
in and I was finding 
things to do. As it 
started to get dark I 
was pondering what 
to have for dinner 
when all of a sudden, 
the middle rod gave a 
single bleep. I looked 
at the bobbin and as 
it started to rise I lifted 
the rod and the fish 
was on, I walked back 
all the time keeping the 

pressure on the fish 
and keeping it away 
from its sanctuary. After 
a few hairy minutes 
I slid the net under a 
very pretty mirror, on 
the mat I could see she 
was such a pretty fish 
and I knew the owner 
Steve would want 
to see her so I gave 
him a call. He said he 
would come straight 
down so I put the fish 
in the floatation sling 
and got the rod back 
out to the area. Steve 
arrived and with the 
sling zeroed she went 
18lbs on the button, it’s 
a fish Steve recognised 

and was in great 
health. He obliged with 
the camera then the 
fish was treated and 
returned. I was now 
on a high! Its madness 
what a single fish can 
do to your confidence, 
I was beginning to 
believe it was never 
going to happen, but 
confidence is the key 
even after nights of 
blanking. 

Steve went back up 
to his house and I put 
my dinner on. The 
night temperature was 
forecast to be 6oc but 
the rain was

Bubbles Part 2
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forecast from the 
early hours and all 
day tomorrow. I had 
a lovely nights kip but 
woke up to motionless 
rods. The rain was 
evident coming down 
heavy then light and 
the wind had now 
changed from a 
southernly to a north 
easterly which was 

now coming right 
into my face, daytime 
temperature was much 
different to yesterday 
and a mere 6oc but 
with the wind felt more 
like 2oc. So far, the 
weather has kicked me 
in the nuts big time and 
looking at the forecast 
for the next couple of 
days it’s getting a lot 

worse. I made a coffee 
and watched the water 
for any signs but with 
the wind and the rain 
coming straight into 
me it started to feel 
uncomfortable. I got 
dressed and stood 
under the canopy of 
the lodge which was 
right behind my bivvy 
as it was more

Scott Grant
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sheltered.

As the days were pretty 
boring I cast a rod in 
the cat lake, baited 
with an illuminous 
pink banoffee barrel 
pop up, the lead and 
hookbait were dipped 
in matching food dip 
and after casting the 
rod out it was minutes 
before the rod was 
away. I caught 2 cats 
in quick succession…. 
only babies but what 
great sport and sorted 
the boredom out big 
time. An hour before 
dark I made the 

decision to 
redo the 
rods and put 
some fresh 
scent down 
for the fish. 
With all the 
rods done 
it was time 
to sit back 
watch the 
tele and hopefully the 
fish will feed.

It was not even an hour 
after dark, say around 
18:00 when the middle 
rod let out a single 
bleep. I was straight on 
the rod, and with the 

line twitching I 
lifted the rod and 
the fish was on, 
again I walked 
back slowly 
edging the fish 
away from its 
snaggy quarters, 
once out in open 
water the fish 
fought but was 
subdued in the 
net after a few 
minutes. Again, 
I had bagged 
another stunner 

and again I repeated 
the same process as 
the previous evening. 
Steve arrived and took 
a few shots, with my 
“Ridgemonkey light” 
coming in very handy.

We didn’t weigh the 
fish but estimated 
it to be 15-16lb, but 
again another stunner, 
with the fish treated 
and returned, I made 
myself comfortable for 
the rest of the evening. 
Again, the rain started 
to fall which helped 
me get to sleep and 
when I woke up at 
06:00 o’clock the next 
morning I felt full of 
energy and raring to 
go.

Bubbles Part 2
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The rods were quiet, 
but the takes were 
either early morning 
before sunrise or late 
evening after sunset. 
I had a coffee and 
sat by the rods. Mark 
came down about 
09:00 o’clock for a 
cuppa and a chat then 
went about his work, 
I told him about the 
cat lake and said in 
a couple of hours I 
would be setting the 
rod up again and if he 
fancied casting it out, 
he said of course mate. 
A few hours passed 
and with the rain now 
a distant memory the 
sun rose briefly and 
even though the wind 

was still northernly it 
was pleasant. I had 
a call from work and 
due to one thing and 
another I was cutting 
my holiday short by a 
day. I started to pack 
a few things up and 
as I did the right hand 

rod bleeped a couple 
of times, again as the 
bobbin rose I lifted the 
rod and walked back 
the fish snagged me on 
a few loose branches, 
Mark was on hand and 
went out in the boat 
and freed the line, 
after a feisty fight I slid 
the net under a lovely 
looking common, and 
on lifting her out looked 
a 20lber, but the scales 
displayed a weight of 
19lb 12oz, my biggest 
of the trip and a lovely 
looking fish. Steve 
was about and took 
some cracking photos 
(cheers mate) and as 
normal the fish was

Scott Grant
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treated & returned, 
after that I couldn’t 
resist but to put the 
rods back out for the 
last few hours. Mark 
cast the cat rod out 
and 10 minutes later 
he was playing his 
first fish of 2018, good 
lad another baby cat 
landed.
I did plan to stay until 
19:00 but as I had 
to get up for work 
at 05:00 the next 
morning, plus get 
home unload all my 
gear, so I decided 
to leave just before 
16:00. I had a great 
trip, fishing a lovely 
secluded lake with top 
notch facilities, and 
lovely fish to fish for. 
Steve, Mark and Nic 

are such nice people 
and always make you 
feel welcome.

I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
personally thank 
Steve Sands for the 
hospitality he showed 
and for everything he 
really is a top bloke.
If you would like to 
book up Churchwood, 
Jenkins or even the cat 
lake visit

Www.
churchwoodfisheries.
co.uk where you can 
find all the information 
you need, and the 
number to call to book 
a place.

I would also like to 
thank the following 
companies for their 
products of which I use 
in my fishing.

Www.galaxybaits.com
Www.sharptackle.co.uk
Www.kudostackle.com
Www.hookedonbaits.
com
Www.ridgemokney.
co.uk

If you’re out on the 
bank stay safe, and 
remember its only 
fishing.
 

All the best

Geezer

Bubbles Part 2
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#PARTICLEPERFECTION

SEE OUR FULL RANGE AT

HOOKEDONBAITS.COM
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SEE OUR FULL RANGE AT

HOOKEDONBAITS.COM

The Quarry 
by Gary Milky Lowe
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It’s been a very busy 
couple of months for 
me with the shows up 
and down the country 
as well as doing work 
for Kryston and ‘let’s 
go fishing’, a new 
company. I then took 
on a role at Phatfish 
clothing doing all their 
media work so as you 
could imagine I’ve 
been really busy. Well 
as the weather warmed 
up I was chomping to 
get out there. I had 
been doing a bit on the 
quarry the year before 
but had not managed 
to get amongst the 
bigger fish. One fish I 
did want was the linear, 
it wasn’t the biggest in 
the lake but at around 
30lb I really wanted it. 
I had decided that the 
next weekend I was 
going to get down early 
on the Friday morning 
as it was going to 
be really warm and I 
know I wanted to be 
in the end swim of the 
shallow bay, well I say 
a bay… it’s not small, 
it’s about 4 acres or 

more up one end of 
the lake. The other 
end of the lake is a 
lot deeper and has 
two massive islands 
in it. So, as its going 
to warm I wanted the 
shallower end. Friday 
morning came, and I 
set off. It wasn’t a long 
journey, only about 
half an hour to the 
lake, but to get to the 
lake you have a half 
mile bumpy dirt track 
to go down first all the 
way down that track I 
was thinking I hope no 
one is in the bay, as I 
turned the corner on 
the last straight to the 
bay as I looked I could 
see there was no cars 

packed down that side 
of the lake so I could 
calm down now the 
swim was empty.

 I pulled up in the 
space at the top of the 
stairs that you walk 
down to the swim, 
got a bucket out of 
the car and placed 
it in the swim, now 
no one could take it 
while I was sorting out 
my gear. I finally got 
everything down into 
the swim then sat on 
the swim just watching 
the water for any signs 
of fish. I didn’t see 
anything but I knew 
they would turn up at 
some stage as they are 

Gary Lowe
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always here when its 
warm. I got the brolly 
up rods were set up 
down the side of the 
swim and the kettle 
was on for the first 
brew of the session, 
after that I would sort 
out the bait and rigs, 
while I was drinking my 
cuppa. Chris turned 
up for the weekend 
and decided to go in 
the next swim to me, it 
wasn’t close, in fact it 
was about 400 yards 
up the bank he had the 
same idea as me that 
the fish would come 
to the bay in the warm 
weather. Well tea had 
been drunk now it was 
time to sort the rods 
out, I was going to use 
chods on all three rods 
as the bay was shallow 
and there was a lot of 
silkweed on the bottom 
then I would use a 
mixture of chopped 
and whole cell bottom 
baits as freebees. I am 
going to stagger the 
rods across the bay 
one rod will go to the 
bottom of the bay out 

the way in the really 
shallow water the other 
two would go at about 
50 yards out into the 
middle of the bay.

All three rods were 
cast out on the spots 
then I started to get the 
bait out. Whole baits 
I decided to scatter 
about using a stick, 
then I would spod a 
few half baits over the 
top, after this was done 
the kettle was put on 
and I sat back on the 
edge of the swim just 
to watch the water, 
by know the sun was 
high in the sky and it 
was warm. I could see 
the odd fish moving 
in the bay to my right 
but when I looked to 
the left to where it was 
really shallow I could 
see at least 10 fish 
cruising close to where 
I had cast so I was well 
confident of a take. I 
was sitting there just 
drinking tea I could 
see more and more 
fish cruising around. It 
looked like the whole 

bay was full of fish. 
Chris text me saying 
that we could be on for 
a few fish here mate. I 
knew that the chances 
we had would only be 
in the day as when the 
sun goes down the fish 
seem to move out the 
bay and back into the 
main body of the lake. 
Chris was the first one 
to get a take that was 
about two hours after 
he had got his rods 
out. It was a lovely low 
20 mirror, he was well 
chuffed with that as 
we still had the whole 
weekend left at the 
weather was supposed 
to stay the same which 
was hot.

Well about an hour 
later I was sitting there 
chatting to one of the 
other members when I 
started to get liners on 
the rod that was right 
down the bottom of 
shallowest part of the 
bay, it wasn’t till about 
half an hour later that 
the rod melted of and I 
was into my first carp.

The Quarry
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Now this fish was 
going like a torpedo out 
into the bay. I finally 
managed to stop it 
about 60yards out and 
started to bring it in, 
now looking out I could 
see all the silk weed 
building up on the line, 
so I might have trouble 
landing this. After a 
few minutes it was 
charging up and down 
the margins and most 
of the weed had come 
off by now, I could 
see it was only a mid-
double common but it 
was really going for it 
in the edge but after 
a few more minutes 
it went in the net and 
I had my first carp of 
the session, I was well 
happy with that, I didn’t 
care what size it was, 
it was just nice to have 
the first on. On the 
scales it went 19lb so 
after a few photos back 
she went, with a few 
words from me telling it 
to go and get her mum! 
A new bait was tied on 
and then cast back to 
the spot and about 20 

baits were sticked out 
over the top. I gave 
Chris a quick text to 
say i had just had a 19 
common now I wanted 
the linear next. I sat 
back on the front of the 
swim and I could still 
see quite a few fish out 
in the bay but nothing 
down where I had just 
caught from, so I must 
have spooked them 
out. 

As the day moved on 
and the sun started to 
drop down more and 
more fish started to 
move out of the bay 
Which I knew they 
would, if any one of us 
would get a bite tonight 

it would be Chris as he 
was on the entrance to 
the bay. I had brought 
a nice chicken curry 
for tea tonight, so I 
tucked into that and 
just watched the water 
just in case the odd 
one decided to stay 
but as I thought they 
moved out I decided 
to have an early night 
as I wanted to be up at 
first light to just watch 
the water and try and 
see what route they 
would take to get back 
down the bottom of 
the bay. At about two 
in the morning I had 
a one toner. I thought 
that it was a carp, but it 
wasn’t it was the red

Gary Lowe
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eyed monster… the 
tench. I rewrapped the 
rod and cast it back out 
into the bay then 20 
odd baits sticked out 
around it then jumped 
back in the bag to get 
some sleep. I woke up 
just as it was getting 
bright. I didn’t even get 
out the bag, I just laid 
there and watched the 
water, as I was putting 
the kettle on I had two 
bleeps on the same rod 
that went in the night. 
I watched the line.. 
it bleeped again so I 
was out the bag and 
picked up the rod and 
yes it wasn’t a carp but 
another bloody tench! 
Rod rebaited and cast 

out to the spot and 
again another 20 baits 
sticked around it and 
3 spombs of chopped 
bait, I also sticked 
some baits around the 
other two rods just so 
that there was some 
bait there for the day 
when they move back 
in.
Well it wasn’t until 
the sun was up that 
I started to see the 
fish drift back in to the 
bay, Chris had had 
nothing in the night, so 
we were just waiting 
for them to drift back 
in and get the heads 
down. I made myself a 
brew and a toastie and 
sat on the front of the 

swim just watching and 
taking in the sun when 
I see a massive mirror 
swim past the front of 
the swim. I thought I’ll 
stick some crumbed 
bait down there to see 
if it comes back. About 
half an hour late it 
came swimming back 
and it on upended 
and started to eat the 
chopped boilie and 
them swam off so I put 
some more down there 
and if it came back I 
would put a rod that 
close in.

 Well, you guessed 
it she never came 
back but the fish had 
definitely come back 
into the bay in numbers 
now as I could see fish 
everywhere, and as I 
was looking out into 
the bay the rod out in 
open water melted of 
as I picked up the rod I 
could see it was kiting 
left towards the main 
part of the lake. Some 
good old side strain 
and she turned and 

The Quarry
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was heading back 
towards me and was 
soon in the margins 
going back and forth. 
I eventually slipped 
the net under her and 
it look a better fish. A 
quick call to Chris and 
he was soon down 
to help out with the 
photos, on the scales 
it went 26. I was well 
happy with that, so a 
few snaps and she 
swam off.

Well the rod was cast 
back out to the spot 
and more bait was 
scattered around the 
spot and I felt really 
confident of more 
fish during the day. 
I climbed the tree 
behind the swim just, 
so I could have a better 
look at how many 
fish were out there 
and there was load. It 
looked like they were 
stacked up in the bay 
and there was some 
gooduns as well, I got 
back down by now the 
sun was up above us 
and some of the fish 

had their backs out 
and I was in two minds 
to bring the rods in 
and put zigs on, but I 
thought no, stick to the 
plan and the fish will 
get their heads down 
as its only around 
3ft deep anyway. At 
around mid-day I had 
a slow take on one of 
the rods that was out 
in open water well as 
soon as I picked up 
the rod I knew it was 
a better fish as it was 
a slow and dogged 
fish most of the way in 
until it was in the edge. 
It woke up then and 
used all of its weight 
to try and out run me. 
It turned in the clear 

water a few times close 
in and I could see 
it was a linear but it 
didn’t look like the big 
one so I gave it a bit of 
stick to get its head up 
and a gulp of air to get 
it ready for the net and 
when it did I saw the 
width of it then I knew 
it was the big linear 
and I started to ease 
off her then and it took 
about another 5 mins 
till it was ready for the 
net and in she went. I 
looked down into the 
net and it was her!! I 
was over the moon. I 
never thought I would 
actually catch it.

With the net pinned to

Gary Lowe
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the ground and safe 
I rang Chris to come 
down and sort the 
pictures out. As he 
came into the swim, 
looked in the net and 
confirmed it was her. 
Well we got her out 
and on the scales she 
went 31lb. I got some 
nice shots of her and 
we then watched her 
swim back off into 
the warm water. We 
sat back and had a 
nice brew and chatted 
about the fish then 
Chris went back to his 
swim and I rebaited the 
rod and cast it back 
to the area and baited 
up around it then sat 

back to just chill out 
and think about what 
I’ve caught. The day 
went by in a flash and 
I didn’t have any more 
action, but I did go to 
sleep that night one 
happy man. I didn’t 
even get a tench during 
the night, so I had a 
really good sleep and 
woke up with the sun 
beaming in my face, 
but I just laid there 
watching the water 
when the left had rod 
melted off. I scrambled 
to it and it was kiting to 
the right fast, so I put 
some strain on it and 
the hook pulled. I was 
gutted that would have 

been the icing on the 
cake if I had landed 
that, but these things 
happen. I rebaited the 
rod and cast it back out 
for the next few hours. 
A few more brews it 
was time to pack up 
once the gear was 
all packed up and in 
the car, I walked back 
down to the swim and 
paid the lake. I drove 
off down the lane with 
a big grin on my face 
and was thinking of my 
next session.

tight lines 

Milky 

The Quarry
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NEW BIVVY LITES
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SPECIFICATION
B I V V Y  L I T E  P L U S
    Three colours – white, red and green
    Two brightness settings
    Integral multi-function button
    Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery
    Single LED power indicator
    Micro USB charging port
    Robust construction with sleek GunMetal Grey finish
    Protected registered design

    Adjustable Bankstick Adaptor included

PRICE
B I V V Y  L I T E  P L U S  R R P

£29.99

B I V V Y  L I T E  P R O  I R
    Three colours - white, red and green
    Smooth brightness control
    Wireless remote control
    Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery
    Single LED power indicator
    Micro USB charging port
    Robust construction with sleek GunMetal Grey finish
    Protected registered design

    Adjustable Bankstick Adaptor included

PRICE
B I V V Y  L I T E  P R O  I R  R R P

£39.99

NEW
BIVVY LITES 
2018
Three new models coming soon!!!

Following the success of the VRH300 USB Rechargeable 

Headtorch and subsequent positive customer feedback 

of the green beam option, we’re pleased to announce 

that three new models are to be added to the award-

winning Bivvy Lite range and all will sport a new green 

function!! Alongside this, the Pro IR and Elite IR models 

incorporate a new variable brightness control and all 

three lights will also feature a full Bankstick Adaptor 

included in the box!!

Now with up to 180 hours of continuous use from 

a single charge 4 hour charge, the three new Bivvy 

Lite models sport a compact, lightweight design with 

magnetic fittings and backing plate  that allows fitment 

to any bivvy, brolly or tent as well as any nearby ferrous 

metal for your convenience. Incredibly simple to use 

with simple push button controls, the Bivvy Lite Plus, 

Pro IR and Elite IR raise the portable lighting bar higher 

than ever before.

E X P E C T E D  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

MAY 2018!

Pre-order at your local stockist now
to avoid disappointment!!
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SPECIFICATION
B I V V Y  L I T E  P L U S
    Three colours – white, red and green
    Two brightness settings
    Integral multi-function button
    Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery
    Single LED power indicator
    Micro USB charging port
    Robust construction with sleek GunMetal Grey finish
    Protected registered design

    Adjustable Bankstick Adaptor included

PRICE
B I V V Y  L I T E  P L U S  R R P

£29.99

B I V V Y  L I T E  P R O  I R
    Three colours - white, red and green
    Smooth brightness control
    Wireless remote control
    Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery
    Single LED power indicator
    Micro USB charging port
    Robust construction with sleek GunMetal Grey finish
    Protected registered design

    Adjustable Bankstick Adaptor included

PRICE
B I V V Y  L I T E  P R O  I R  R R P

£39.99

NEW
BIVVY LITES 
2018
Three new models coming soon!!!

Following the success of the VRH300 USB Rechargeable 

Headtorch and subsequent positive customer feedback 

of the green beam option, we’re pleased to announce 

that three new models are to be added to the award-

winning Bivvy Lite range and all will sport a new green 

function!! Alongside this, the Pro IR and Elite IR models 

incorporate a new variable brightness control and all 

three lights will also feature a full Bankstick Adaptor 

included in the box!!

Now with up to 180 hours of continuous use from 

a single charge 4 hour charge, the three new Bivvy 

Lite models sport a compact, lightweight design with 

magnetic fittings and backing plate  that allows fitment 

to any bivvy, brolly or tent as well as any nearby ferrous 

metal for your convenience. Incredibly simple to use 

with simple push button controls, the Bivvy Lite Plus, 

Pro IR and Elite IR raise the portable lighting bar higher 

than ever before.

E X P E C T E D  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

MAY 2018!

Pre-order at your local stockist now
to avoid disappointment!!

 

SPECIFICATION

B I V V Y  L I T E  E L I T E  I R
    Three colours: white, red and green
    Smooth brightness control
    Wireless remote control
    Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery
    Quad LED power indicator
    Micro USB charging port
    Sealed IP64 dust and water resistant casing
    Robust construction with sleek GunMetal Grey finish
    Protected registered design

    Adjustable Bankstick Adaptor included

PRICE
B I V V Y  L I T E  E L I T E  I R  R R P

£49.99

E X P E C T E D  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

MAY 2018!

Pre-order at your local stockist now
to avoid disappointment!!
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CONNECT COMPACT
SANDWICH TOASTER

C O M I N G  S O O N
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CONNECT COMPACT
SANDWICH TOASTER

C O M I N G  S O O N



28

SPECIFICATION

   Lightweight die-cast aluminium pans
   Fluoropolymer non-stick coating
   Ridged exterior for even heat transfer
   Cool touch removable handles with      
   magnetic lock
   Unique detachable hinge design
   Sleek GunMetal Grey finish 
   Can be used on all traditional stoves (not  
   suitable for induction hobs)
   Full utensil set and neoprene case included
   Protected registered design

PRICES
S TA N D A R D  R R P
£22.99 

X L  R R P
£29.99 

CONNECT COMPACT
SANDWICH TOASTER
The best just got even better!! Super 
compact, lightweight design featuring 
a unique detachable hinge system that 
allows the pans to be used independently 
if required, one-touch removable handles 
that securely store at the back of the utensil 
tray that comes included with every toaster 
and a fluoropolymer non-stick coating that 
is second to none, the new RidgeMonkey 
Connect Compact Sandwich Toasters raise 
the cookware bar once again!! 

Perfect for preparing a variety of snacks from 
a humble toastie right the way through to a 
full meal and everything in between, a choice 
of two sizes will be available from all good 
stockists in the next few weeks!!

E X P E C T E D  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

June 2018

Pre-order at your local 
RidgeMonkey stockist now 
to avoid disappointment!
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SPECIFICATION

   Lightweight die-cast aluminium pans
   Fluoropolymer non-stick coating
   Ridged exterior for even heat transfer
   Cool touch removable handles with      
   magnetic lock
   Unique detachable hinge design
   Sleek GunMetal Grey finish 
   Can be used on all traditional stoves (not  
   suitable for induction hobs)
   Full utensil set and neoprene case included
   Protected registered design

PRICES
S TA N D A R D  R R P
£22.99 

X L  R R P
£29.99 

CONNECT COMPACT
SANDWICH TOASTER
The best just got even better!! Super 
compact, lightweight design featuring 
a unique detachable hinge system that 
allows the pans to be used independently 
if required, one-touch removable handles 
that securely store at the back of the utensil 
tray that comes included with every toaster 
and a fluoropolymer non-stick coating that 
is second to none, the new RidgeMonkey 
Connect Compact Sandwich Toasters raise 
the cookware bar once again!! 

Perfect for preparing a variety of snacks from 
a humble toastie right the way through to a 
full meal and everything in between, a choice 
of two sizes will be available from all good 
stockists in the next few weeks!!

E X P E C T E D  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

June 2018

Pre-order at your local 
RidgeMonkey stockist now 
to avoid disappointment!
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I started marshalling for the British Carp Angling Championships 
around 2007 when Carp Team England Manager Rob Hughes 
was the owner. 
I first met him whilst fishing the events with my angling partner. 
Rob eventually sold to Simon Bennie and I stayed on as a head 
marshal running both singles and pairs events. 
I continued in that role until the end of 2013 when myself and my 
wife Belinda started British Carp Cups Ltd. We pride ourselves 
on forward thinking and started Ladies singles and pairs events 
along with the very popular Mixed Carp Cup, which is usually our 
end of year closer. This year all three of those events sold out 
and have competitors on waiting lists.
I have marshalled in Europe for the European Carp Angling 
Championships at Abbey Lakes and Ross Honey’s Worlds Carp 
Classic at Madine. This year is the 20th Anniversary of the WCC 
which I will be fishing myself on the mighty Madine.
Myself and my wife are keen carp anglers but also enjoy fishing 
for other species as well.
Last year I was very proud to be asked to marshal the Home 
Nations between England, Scotland and Wales on Linear 
Fisheries and I must of done something right as I have been 
asked to continue into the future.
We have revamped our British Carp Cup with a new look final at 
Barston Lake in October.

Anybody is welcome to enter our competitions, Check our 
website for more information and current availability. There are 

still places available on most of the qualifiers.

Mick Coxon British Carp Cups
www.britishcarpcups.co.uk

The British Carp Cups

http://www.britishcarpcups.co.uk
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‘The first of the British 
Carp Cup Qualifiers at 
Orchard Place Farms 
normally prolific Lake 7 
got under way at 11am 
Friday morning. We 
started an hour earlier 
to compensate for the 
clocks going forward 
during the course of 
the weekend. With the 
recent unpredictable 
weather conditions we 
were left wondering 
how this event would 
pan out.

The first fish came 
to the rods of Tony 
Reynolds and Ashley 
Izzard in peg 9 and 
was a common 
weighing 14lb 5oz. By 
midnight, Paul Michael 
Smith and Lee May, 
peg 7, were in front 
with 2 fish for 29lb 
6oz. Brothers Billy and 
Ricky Dummer, peg 
10, were in second 
with a lovely 29lb 1oz 
mirror. Third place was 
Mick Ledger and Dan 
Moorcroft on 23lb 5oz.

Saturday morning saw 

a flurry of action which 
added another 6 fish 
to the scoreboard. 
Peg 7 were now on 
4 fish for 73lb 14oz 
followed by pegs 11, 
10 and 9. 2 other pegs 
now bought fish to 
the scales and came 
onto the scoreboard. 
Before Saturday was 
out another 7 fish were 
caught, a fantastic 
brace of mirrors 
weighing 50lb 11oz for 
Tony and Ashley, put 
them firmly in the lead 
on 91lb 3oz. A slightly 
smaller brace for Mick 
and Dan put them in 
second with 83lb 5oz. 
The early leaders in 
peg 7 hadn’t caught 
anymore and were now 
down to third. Venue 
regulars the Dummer 
brothers had closed 
the gap and were now 
only 5oz behind third 
place on 73lb 9oz.

It was looking like 
Sunday morning would 
bring an exciting finale 
to the event with any 
three from 4 pegs in 

with a realistic chance 
of making the new 
style final at Barston. 
Tony Picardo and 
Jimmy Harris, peg 2, 
added a second fish 
which put them on 38lb 
1oz, only 2 fish away 
from a top 3 place. 
Paul and Lee managed 
to net a high double to 
take them back to top 
spot by a mere 1oz. 
We were inside the last 
20 minutes when Ricky 
Dummer, now fishing 
on his own as his 
brother had to leave 
early due to important 
family commitments, 
managed to hook and 
land a fish. It was a 
low double common 
but what effect would it 
have on the scores?

There was no more 
action after that which 
meant that Paul 
Michael Smith and Lee 
May took the victory 
with 5 fish for 91lb 4oz. 
The runners up with 
only an ounce less 
were Tony Reynolds 
and Ashley Izzard. 

The British Carp Cups



35
Third qualifying place 
went to Billy and Ricky 
Dummer with 4 fish 
for 85lb 8oz. While 
Mick Ledger and Dan 
Moorcroft were pipped 
at the post and finished 
in fourth on 83lb 5oz.

Under the 
circumstances I don’t 
think we can be too 
disappointed with the 
outcome. We had 7 out 
of the 12 competing 
pairs registering fish. 
There were 22 fish 
caught consisting of 
12 20lbers, 4 upper 
doubles and 6 lower 

doubles. There 
was less than 8lb 
separating 1st and 4th 
places which made 
it a very exciting and 
close match. The top 4 

pairs changed around 
regularly during the 48 
hours which made it 
very difficult to forecast 
right up to the final 
hooter.’

The British Carp Cups
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This was our best 
match of the year by 
some margin. Not 
only was the weather 
glorious but the fishing 
proved to be excellent 
too. By Friday evening 
I was beginning to 
think otherwise as we 
had been fishing for 
almost seven hours 
before the first fish 
was landed. No sooner 
had we weighed, 
photographed and 
returned her it was like 
someone had opened 
the flood gates and it 
was pretty much action 
all the way from there 
on in.

The top five pegs all 
registered a hundred 
pound plus weights. 
There were 49 fish 
caught for a total 
weight of 806lb which 
gave an approximate 
16.5lb average. The 
biggest fish was a 30lb 
2oz common caught by 
Ashley Stokes in peg 
1. His partner Adam 
Toner banked a 23lb 
6oz common which 
made a great shot. We 
had 1 30lber, 11 x 20’s, 
32 x doubles and 5 x 
singles and every peg 
in the competition had 
fish. 

Three out of the 
top five pegs held 
the lead at various 
times throughout 
the weekend. Due 
to their domination 
on both nights the 
2 Dan’s, Abbasian 
and Adshead, in 
peg 9, managed to 
take the victory by 
approximately 10lb. 
Which proved that 
coming out second in 
the draw and getting 
one of your top picks 
can be very beneficial. 
Steven Brown and 
Wesley Prestage 
came out fifth but still 
managed to bag

The British Carp Cups
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runners up spot from 
peg 8. John Bowman 
was third out of the 
draw bag and picked 
peg 6, where after a 
slow first night made 
up for it on the second 
and took the third 
qualifying place from 
Aj Collier and Tom 
Derome who ended 
up in fourth from next 
door. In fifth place 
were Adam Toner and 
Ashley Stokes who had 
a better stamp of fish 
with a 30, 2 x 20’s and 
2 doubles to creep just 
over the 100lb.

www.britishcarpcups.
co.uk

contact@
britishcarpcups.co.uk
 

The British Carp Cups

http://www.britishcarpcups.co.uk
http://www.britishcarpcups.co.uk
mailto:contact@britishcarpcups.co.uk
mailto:contact@britishcarpcups.co.uk
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Chapter 
1

http://www.wolfint.com
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Chapter 2 only in next months Talking Carp !!!!

You can buy ‘SPUG’S’ latest book carping Mad 3 
by  clicking the link below

www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books

http://www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books
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AN EASY WAY OF WRAPPING
UP FROM THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR BIVVY/BROLLY 

*patent pending

A NEW GENERATION FOR CLIPPING UP YOUR DISTANCE
• Simple to operate with on-screen instructions 
• LCD screen lights up for night fishing 
• Operates from the comfort of your chair/brolly/bivvy
• Right or left hand operated
• Can recall up to three individual rod memories 
• Auto power off, if not in use• Auto power off, if not in use
• Easier and quicker than using distance sticks
• Screw-off handle can be stored in supplied protective case
• Unique opening spool to take your end tackle
NO MORE WRAPPING IN THE RAIN OR DARK

WINTER SALE PRICE

£89£89
RRP £139

https://www.distancekeeper.com/product-page/distance-keeper
https://www.distancekeeper.com/product-page/distance-keeper


69Short Session Carping 
by Paul Richardson



70
Carping fishing to 
many is a 36/48hrs 
session sat on the 
bank waiting and 
watching for the next 
carp to come along. 
However, for me to 
have this time would 
be a luxury, its finding 
the balance between 
family life and fulltime 
work.  my time out 
on the bank is once 
a week after work or 
when possible hoping 
to grab a few hours 
at a weekend.  With 
time being short I feel 

for me the best way to 
manage my sessions 
is to be prepared so 
the evening before I 
sort the rigs, bait and 
tackle. 

For my short sessions 
I like to use two sorts 
of baiting approaches 
depending which 
lake I fish.  My main 
approach is to use 
solid PVA bags which 
to be honest is my 
most preferred way of 
fishing. This is purely 
because you can cast 

them out into the lake 
with the confidence 
that your rig, hook bait 
and free offerings will 
be working to their full 
potential and doing 
the job they are made 
for, Rig wise I use a 
Deception Angling 
SWG size 6 hook this 
is my favourite pattern 
tied to a short supple 
hook link , bait wise 
I to use a nut wafter 
from sharp baits a local 
bait company in Derby 
check out their

Paul Richardson
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face book page or I 
use the corn stacks 
from Evolution tackle   . 
My second approach, 
which I have just 
started using, which 
so far has proven to 
be successful, is to 
use re hydrated boilies 
soaked in hemp water 
from my cooked hemp 
which brings the boilie 
back to life and gives 
them an edge. This 
works by the hemp 
water being absorbed 
by the bait which 
expands the bait back 

to its original 
size or bigger 
but more 
attractive 
with the 
added bonus 
off looking 
like old baits, 
again I use 
the SWG 
hook pattern 
this time 
tied to the 
Depcepti-link 
, bait wise 
I use half a 
rehydrated 
bait with half 

a  pink berry pop up.  
(insert the two pics of 
the rig and rehydrated 
baits) I like to 
use two different 
method because 
it gives me 
different options 
on the bank to try 
and I catch using 
them which is the 
most important 
thing especially 
when time is 
limited. I’m fully 
confident in both 
these methods, 
it’s very important 

to find what works for 
you and build upon 
that but be prepared 
to keep an open mind 
to the forever growing 
field within baits and 
methods. 

My short sessions vary 
between 4 to 12hrs 
pending on life and of 
course the weather 
which I do feel is 
always against me. 
These sessions start 
the evening before with 
rig checking and PVA 
bag making, (inset the 
series of PVA bags) I 
always make sure that 
I have at least 10 made

Short Session Carping
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using either the Avid 
bag stems or leaders 
from Deception, 
especially when I know 
that the lake has a lot 
of hungry bream in. 
There are two main 
waters that I fish, one 
being a 2-acre club 
water which has fish 
up to the mid 30’s that 
I have now fished for 
12 years and I also fish 
a syndicate water with 
fish just under 30.

 Once at the lake I 
always do couple 
of laps of to see if 
anything is showing 
or feeding, this is 
important to do when 

on a short session you 
can’t just wait for the 
carp to find you. Once 
I’ve seen where the 
fish are feeding I’ll cast 
a PVA bag towards 
them I like to do this 
first before setting up 
the rest of my tackle. 
You can’t catch carp if 
your rigs aren’t in the 

water. With   the traps 
set, it’s time to watch 
the water to see if they 
are showing elsewhere 
around the lake, also 
if your memory is as 
good as mine take 
notes either in a book 
or I use my memo app 
on my phone. another 
great tip is to clip up 
before you pack away 
so the following week if 
you manage to get into 
the same peg you can 
get the rigs out with 
less disturbance. 

After a gallon of coffee 
and hopefully a good 
size carp or two all 
good sessions come to 
an end. However, the 
work is not yet done. 
It’s always good to

Paul Richardson
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pre-bait sections of 
the lake that you know 
the carp will be visiting 
to feed pending other 
anglers on the lake. 
This will get them use 
to eating your bait 
without them getting 
hooked so for the 

next time you get to 
squeeze in a session 
your chances will be 
better plus baiting a 
few spots also means if 
you get to the lake and 
someone is in the peg 
you’ve been fishing 
you know you have 

a few more choices. 
This is a key point 
for short sessions it’s 
not just about you are 
feeling confident but 
it’s also down to the 
carp feeling confident 
in feeding.

www.castawaypva.
co.uk
www.deceptionangling.
co.uk
www.
deepblueparticles.
co.uk
www.evolutiontackle.
co.uk
follow me on Instagram 
@richo_banklife 

Short Session Carping

http://www.castawaypva.co.uk
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http://www.deepblueparticles.co.uk
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http://www.evolutiontackle.co.uk
http://www.evolutiontackle.co.uk
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ACA Bank Buddy ONLY £27.99
The ACA Bank Buddy is a waterproof wireless speaker that has been designed and 

built with outdoor adventures in mind

A GREAT ADDITION TO YOUR KIT !!!!!!!!!!!!!
PRODUCT FEATURES INCLUDE :

Blue Tooth Connectivity
Hands Free Call Facility

Two Way Control
AUX Input to play DVD’S etc

Built In FM Radio
Shock and Waterproof

Get Yours Now at http://acaproducts.co.uk/?product=aca-bank-buddy 
100% of all profits from the sale of Bank Buddy goes to Charity.
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ACA Thermal 
Trousers 

100% Waterproof
Wind-proof & 
Breathable 

Fleece-lined. 
Super stylish and very 
comfortable outdoor 

waterproofs.

This modern 
Peachskin fabric is 

essentially a hi-tech, 
synthetic version 

of traditional moleskin clothing. It is beautifully soft to the touch and ACA have 
combined it with a complimentary, lightweight Taslan-type synthetic shell on the seat 

& knees to produce a very elegant outdoor set.

Ideal for: Fishing, Shooting, Hunting, Walking, Working, Spectating, and loads of 
other outdoor activities.

Overtrouser features: with..

Elasticated Waistband & Press-stud Fastener.Velcro Adjuster to fit bottoms snug 
around boots.Reinforced Taslan to Knees and Seat.2x Side Hand Pockets.2x 

External Patch Pockets.

Available in Sizes:

Large, XL, 2XL, 3XL
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Now available In assosiation with NAVITAS !!!!!!!!

check the ACA website for more information

Hoodies - 

£27.99 +PP T-Shirts 

£14.99 +PP
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Ask the Experts  - Zigs
Paul ‘Hobbo’ Hobbs 
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Hello to one and all! 
With this wet miserable 
weather hopefully 
going to disappear 
soon and with the 
warm sunshine upon 
the water the elusive 
carp may start to make 
an appearance.

Speaking of the 
warmth on the 
water we have had 
a question in from 
Kev Bateman. He is 
thinking of getting on 
the zigs and he’s a bit 

unsure of how to use 
adjustable zigs. First of 
all, thank you Kev for 
your question. 

I myself have been 
looking into using 
these on my venue in 
the near future. I have 
been speaking to an 
extremely experienced 
angler who has been 
using them to great 
effect on that venue. 
He has used a lot of 
different zig floats and 
has even made his 

own. He recommends 
the Korda ones. At the 
moment he is using 
the Nash zig floats with 
great confidence. 

To set them up it is 
very similar to a marker 
float principal.  As far 
as zigs you need to be 
very particular in the 
length of your zig hook 
link i.e. 4-foot, 5-foot, 
6-foot. When you cast 
out feel the lead down 
then let the zig float up 
to the surface, you 

Ask the Experts  - Zigs
Paul ‘Hobbo’ Hobbs 

Ask The Experts
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need to tighten your 
line until you see 
the float bob under 
tension. Sometimes 
you may need to use 
binoculars to see the 
float bob. This is where 
your choice of length 
of hook link will come 
into its own. Say your 
hook link is 4 feet long, 
this is when you can 
start to hand line 4-foot 
in. This will mean your 

float is 4-foot under 
your zig float on the 
surface. This is the 
point when you can 
start to count to your 
chosen depth. Don’t 
forget to use PVA 
nuggets on your hook 
before you cast out 
and always hit the clip 
and stop the float in the 
air just before hitting 
the surface. This helps 
to eliminate tangles. I 

hope these tips help 
you Kev. I am looking 
forward to seeing a 
couple of zig captures 
in Talking Carp soon!

Until next time – be 
lucky and keep the 
questions coming into 
Talking Carp.

Paul

Ask The Experts
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Building on decades of experience,
Wolf brings groundbreaking design and 

technology to the specialist angler.

Wolf signals a welcome return to the Fox family’s
tradition of innovative, high quality

and iconic products.

Wolf rods are the result of a collaboration with
Mark Tunley, one of the UK’s

finest custom rod builders.

Wolf rods enable you to hit the horizon,
whilst still feeling every knock under the rod tip.

Where Passion Meets Precision

http://www.wolfint.com
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Well some things are 
just not meant to be, 
with a week of work I 
had planned on a trip 
down south to Linear 
fisheries.
The week leading up to 
it had seen some good 
fish coming out but 
also a deluge of rain 
that had left some of 
the banks closed.
As it neared closer 
things took a change 
with an unexpected 
bill flooding in and 
meaning funds to go 
down where just not 
there.
With this happening I 
decided to finally get 
round to getting my 
club ticket for the year 
and hoping I could get 
on a few waters for a 
session on 2 at least.

It was 3rd April when 
I finally found myself 
unable to sleep during 
the day which meant I 
would be tired during 
my night shift so my 
train of thought was put 
it to good use and get 

out on the bank of one 
of the waters I intend 
on spending some 
time on this year, being 
close to my house it 
meant in no time I had 
a couple of rods out in 
a flooded swim.
My thinking was there 
was a south-westerly 
wind blowing right 
down into the swim 
margin and being 
flooded I guessed not 
many people would 
actually put themselves 
through fishing in it. 

I kept the rigs simple 
just multi rigs with the 
12mm fruit specials 
and blasted with some 

Vanilla peanut cream 
spray from Stinkystuff.
Well nothing shown, 
moved or was caught 
in the few hours I was 
there and with time 
running out as I would 
need a shower before 
work that night I moved 
further up the middle 
of the lake for the last 
hour.

While in the second 
swim of the day I seen 
2 carp crash out down 
the left margin so at 
least it gave me an 
idea of where to start 
for my next session.So 
work done that night it 
was the start of my 

Carp Chronicles
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weeks holiday first 
up diabetic clinic at 
4pm, do they not know 
how busy my fishing 
schedule was lol
With that out the 
way I headed over to 
Suretop for a night 
keeping everything the 
same rig wise I settled 
on a few nice spots 
and stuck out a couple 
of 100 Baits with the 
stick.
It was a cold night with 
nothing to show, the 
lake is very deep and 
the weather had not 
yet been warm enough 
to get the fish moving. I 
was treated to a lovely 
sunrise before packing 
up and heading home.
Later that day I had 

my daughter for the 
night but had said 
we would pop down 
to Meadowview for a 
brew with Ricky and 
Mark, with the sun 
setting and fish on the 
surface it seemed to 
good an opportunity 
not to take and I 
quickly got a surface 
rod set up, my surface 
fishing is terrible I 
have the finesse of an 
elephant but luckily 
Ricky was on hand 
to help my daughter 
Lucy bag a couple on 
floating bread.
I booked a night on 
the local club water 
and had arrived early 

from work, I walked 
round to see if I could 
see anything showing 
but nothing was 
giving itself away, I 
therefore opted for 
the left bank in a peg 
called the boathouse, 
it commands a fair bit 
of out of bounds water 
and I felt this maybe 
where the fish would 
be holding up coming 
out of the winter 
slumber.
A quick cast over 
revealed a very clean 
bottom and the lead 
went down with a donk!
That will do for me, 
wrapped up and set I 
put about 200 bollies

Brett McPhee
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out in the general area 
and stuck 2 rods over, 
one a simple multi rig 
with the fruit specials 
and the other a solid 
bag filled with pellets, 
bollies crumb, some 
hemp oil and a blast of 
VPC again.
The day turned into 
evening with not much 
to go on, I thought I 
had seen a fish come 
out when making a 
brew but couldn’t be 
sure and with coots in 
the area it could have 
been one of them.
The night came in and 
the temps dropped 
it did go to about 
2c during the night 

enough to remind me 
we was not quite out of 
winter yet. I woke the 
next morning at 5:30 
to a lake shrouded in 
mist, it was hard to see 
the rods let alone fish 
showing so I turned 
over and went back to 

sleep hoping that when 
I woke it would have 
lifted. 

I woke around 9 and 
flicked the kettle on 
the mist had lifted 
slightly and I could now 
almost make out my 
spot on the far bank, 
as I sat watching while 
the kettle boiled a fish 
jumped clear of the 
area my rods where in. 
This was good to see 
as I now knew I was 
close.

The kettle had not 
even boiled when the 
right rod melted off with 
a blistering take, I was 
on it in a flash and bent 
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into what was 
obviously a carp, it 
held well at the 80 yard 
area before I finally 
gained some line, just 
then it swam straight at 
me and I had to crank 
the handle on the reel 
to keep up with the 
fish.
It got to my left where 
if managed to find a 
snag under the water, I 
held and pulled on the 
rod, the line went out to 
a small branch on the 
tree where it looped 
over.
As I pulled the fish 
popped up below the 

tree and I could see it 
was a good one, so I 
grabbed the net and 
went for it, it went in 
the net first time which 
now meant all I had to 
do was get the line out 
of the tree.
This also went well 
and eventually I was 
cradling my prize for a 
picture and at 24.5lb 
it was not a fish to be 
sniffed at.
Big Apple slice scales 
adorned one side and 
it looked amazing in 
the morning mist.
I didn’t have anything 
else before the 

11:30am pack up but 
was more than happy 
to have caught on my 
first night on a new 
water. 

I have set myself little 
challenges or things to 
improve on this year 
and one of them is 
my surface fishing, I 
have the finesse of an 
elephant but luckily for 
me my mate Ricky is 
pretty good at it and 
has said he would 
show the ropes. Me 
and the daughter Lucy 
popped on one night 
just as the sun was 

setting and Ricky 
helped her catch 
2 off the top in 
minutes and with 
that the seed was 
sown. 

As soon as that 
sun came up a 
couple of days 
later I knew it was 
time to get the 
floaters out and 
with a bucket of 
mixers and lots
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of enthusiasm I was off 
to Meadowview fishery 
to try my luck one 
evening before work.
I lost a lot more than I 
caught but with 2 carp 
to just over a double 
under my belt and 
changing of some of 
the tackle I was using 
I am hopeful I have 
the idea now and look 
forward to seeing what 
I can snare off the top 
this year going forward.

I have been out a few 
more times visiting 
Millbrook fishery on 
one of them occasions 
but it was full and we 

drew for pegs which 
meant if you didn’t 
have one of the going 
pegs you were limited 
to your chances of 
catching, as it was 
a drew peg 4 which 
is not known for its 
numbers of fish but 
it does give up some 
of the bigger 
residents.
I tried all things 
while there 
from solid 
bags to KD 
rigged maize 
but nothing 
happened and 
I came away 
fruitless from 
my 24 hour 

session, I will be back 
as the place is lovely, 
well-kept and well run.
Not much else carp 
wise came to me this 
month except a few 
more off the top at 
Meadowview, but if I 
was a Tench fisherman 
I would be happy as I 
have racked up quite 
a few captures of the 
Red eyed doctor fish 
recently to just over 
8lb.

Oh well until next time 
good luck and keep 
enjoying it.

Brett
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The ‘SHORT’ LIST!
A 5 STEP APPROACH FOR 
A SUCCESSFUL WEEKEND 
SESSION 

BY: CORRIE BOOYSEN
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As a carp angler I often find myself not being able to spend as much time 
on the bank as I would like. Therefor I do not have another option but to 
do a lot of short sessions throughout the year. I am sure there are many 
carp anglers all over the world that find themselves in the same situation, 
and that is why I am giving my carpers opinion on the ideal approach I 
think one should take. These are the things that have helped me capture 
more carp in my shorter sessions. In a regular month I am only able to do 
one short weekend session which is usually after work from about 5pm 
on a Friday until 12pm on a Sunday. This equals a slim total of 43 hours 
of fishing. It is needless to say that every opportunity I get to wet my lines 
is worth gold to me, and therefor proper planning and preparation is of 
paramount importance to try and make a success of every time I do get 
out on the bank.

I usually prepare for each session one to two weeks prior to arriving at 
my target venue. Over and above checking and making sure that I have 
packed all the correct tackle and equipment my preparation includes the 
following 5 necessary steps to ensure that I get as much out of my short 
session as possible – Some of these steps are only applicable for when I 
am targeting new or unknown venues. These steps might seem obvious 
to some anglers, but that does not make it any less important to
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the next carp angler planning his or her new fishing endeavour:

1. Studying an aerial view of the lake which can be viewed on Google 
Earth or the Finygo app which is my personal preference – www.finygo.
com. This gives me a good idea of potential fishing spots and physical 
features of the lake I might fancy. An aerial view offers a completely 
different view of the lake and allows you to see things one generally is not 
able to see from the bank.

 2. One of the main reasons I like to start preparing more than a week in 
advance is so that I can keep an eye on the weather predictions and the 
actual weather leading up to my session. Weather affects carp behaviour. 
Example: The majority of the time I have found that on cooler days carp 
prefer feeding at deeper depths and on warmer days they prefer the 
shallows. When it’s a new wind blowing they will be at the head of the 
wind direction, but if the wind has been blowing for a longer period of time 
the carp will gradually move to the back end of the wind. 

3. Speaking to other anglers that may have fished the venue before 
and asking them the correct questions. The answers I look for when 
speaking to other anglers is what the lake bed is like, what colour it is,
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the depths of the lake, the water clarity, the direction of the flow, the best 
feeding method, the best feed and whether there are any fresh water 
crabs in the lake. Fresh water crabs are the South-African equivalent 
of crayfish in the UK. These answers will help me determine which rigs 
and hook baits I would need to use as well as what colour and type hook 
link material and leaders I would need. It also saves me time, because 
knowing all this information means I can build enough rigs before hand.

4. Preparing the free offerings - I usually prepare my freebies the day 
before I fish so that it is as fresh as possible. I use full, half and crushed 
boilies as free offerings when I fish with boilies, because it simply looks 
less suspicious to carp and that aids in my attempts in getting them to 
feed more comfortably and be less wary. This could potentially mean 
a quicker bite which would be ideal as my session is generally only 
43 hours long. I like boosting my boilies in attractor liquids such as 
the Karper Ltd Energiser Syrups – www.karper.co.uk. I believe this is 
important when doing short sessions, because the sooner I can get the 
carp feeding in my swim the better my chances are of landing a chunk 
before I have to pack up. I always make sure my baits are as attractive as 
possible, but not over flavoured as carp have very sensitive senses
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and too much flavouring could numb their taste buds.

5. Whenever possible I will try and pre-feed my swim of choice 2 to 
3 days in advance. This obviously makes it easier and helps determine 
where I need to place my lines on the day I arrive at the venue saving me 
time and effort from still having to try and determine which spots to fish. 
I also use the booster liquids in my pre-feeding baits just to ensure that 
it doesn’t spook the carp when I put boosted feed out at the beginning of 
my actual session. 

There is no such thing as a blank - Although I might not always capture 
a carp there is always a valuable lesson to be learned from every 
experience even if it is only a rough idea of what I need do differently the 
next time I visit the same fishing spot.
So when the time for my session has finally arrived, and the sun is setting 
over the horizon. Whilst the orange, yellow and purple colours from the 
late afternoon skies reflect on the still lake waters and all is peaceful and 
quiet, except for the chirping of the local birdlife
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throughout the tall trees that surround the lake, and the beating of African 
drums echoing from the opposite bank. My traps are set, my rods are 
sitting perfectly still while I sip on a warm cup of coffee, patiently waiting 
for the success of my plans to be announced by a screaming Delkim 
alarm that will break the silence. I can comfortably sit back knowing that I 
now have a better chance of landing that ever illusive old scaly.
Paying attention to the finer details are essential to any angler and it will 
definitely mean catching more carp! At the end of the day one needs to 
be very well prepared when doing short sessions as you do not have the 
time at your disposal to try a lot of different things and to play around too 
much.

Tight lines, bent rods and wet nets!

Corrie Booysen
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Crack your carp tactics

Use Finygo to automatically record your carp fishing trips 
and catches to find new trends and patterns 

Join Groups and share your wins with friends to the feed and 
on Facebook 

https://www.distancekeeper.com/product-page/distance-keeper
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Well well well where 
do I start... this article 
isn’t about me... it’s 
not about breaking 
personal bests... its 
far better than that! 
It’s about that special 
moment between 
a father and a son 
that will last in my 
memories for my entire 
life... the first time I 
took my son Josh carp 
fishing. 

Over the past 6 months 
or so every time I’ve 
gone fishing my 3 year 
old son Josh has said 
he wanted to come 
with me... every time 

I’m on the bank my 
wife will face time me 
so I can speak and 
see my family, and 
so Josh can talk to 
me about fishing and 
ask questions about 
fishing... he’d want to 
see where I’m fishing, 
how I’ve set up, what 
bait I’m using... to what 
colour my towel is I 
wipe my hands on. 
So, over the winter 
period I thought as 
soon as the weather 
gets a bit warmer I’m 
taking him with me! 

It was Friday 6th April, 
during the Easter 

half term holiday... a 
day that will stay with 
me for the rest of my 
life and the start of 
something very special. 
I decided it was going 
to be the day I take my 
son fishing. 

After speaking with a 
good friend of mine, 
he recommended 
Broad Acres Fishery 
in Worcestershire. 
This was a place he’d 
taken his son to start 
fishing when he was 
younger. He said there 
is a few lakes on site 
and told me which one 
to go for, which was 

the old specimen 
lake, which is 
now more of a 
runs water but 
still holds some 
decent fish, I 
thought perfect, 
so this is where 
we were going, 
it also had a 
banging café on 
site, happy days. I 
packed everything 
I could bait wise 
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for this trip as I was 
determined to help my 
little mate to get off to 
a flyer. I had maggots, 
sweetcorn, luncheon 
meat, pellets, even a 
few dog biscuits and 
of course my Mainline 
Baits. 

We arrived at Broad 
Acres Fishery on the 
Friday morning around 
7am. We were the first 
to arrive on the lake, so 
we had a walk round 
and we chose a nice 
little swim with a little 
island to our left...  
Once set up I taught 
my little mate how to 

cast, he did struggle 
with this slightly as his 
little hands couldn’t 
quite flick the bail arm 
over and hold the 
spool with his finger, 
so we decide to do this 
together. 
One thing I couldn’t 
stop him doing and 
something he seem to 
really enjoy is baiting 
up... he scattered 
corn and boilies... all 
over the lake with the 
catapult ha ha ha ... 
I think this was his 
favourite part of the 
fishing trip ... I think 
I need to keep the 
catapult away from him 

for a bit... 
Once that was done 
he had one rod on 
the alarm fishing a 
Mainline Cell Wafter 
over a bed of corn and 
chopped and crushed 
Mainline Cell boilies, 
this was tight to the 
small island which was 
covered in shrubs and 
overhanging bushes. 
The other rod I set up 
on the float... first I 
tried maggots just off 
the bottom... but this 
didn’t seem to work, 
then I tried sweetcorn... 
still nothing... luncheon 
meat didn’t work 
either...

A day I’ll never forget
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I tried it all... we 
even tried them all 
at mid water and still 
nothing... 
So, after a little while 
of trying different 
things and techniques 
I chose to try one of 
my little combination 
that’s done me proud 
before on my own 
fishing adventures, a 
small 10mm Mainline 
Cell Pop up topped off 
with a 8mm Mainline 
Tuna Dumbell Wafter, 
and I thought fish it on 
a quiver tip rod so he 
can watch the end of 
the rod to see when he 
gets a bite. 
While going through 
some bits and bobs I 
accidently knocked the 
tub Cell pop ups on 
the floor... they went 
everywhere... 
After a little laughing fit 
by Josh, he insisted on 
picking them all up for 
me, so he went around 
collecting them one by 
one bless him... then 
Josh said, 
‘Dad! Some have gone 
in the water!’ 

I replied, 
‘Don’t worry son, let 
me have a look’. 
As I knelt down to 
have a look, a carp 
appeared to slurp one 
up right in front of my 
eyes... 
Hhhmmmm... now I 
had a better idea... 

I took the float off and 
instead of a quiver tip 
set up, I opted to put 

a bubble float on and 
decided to fish this little 
10mm pop up on the 
surface, and my little 
boy could see exactly 
when then Carp took 
his bait. He was really 
excited by this. 
So firstly, I crushed 
up a few dog biscuits 
between my fingers to 
get them on the feed 
as this was the only 
floating bait we really
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had with us, and then 
Josh threw them out, 
within seconds there 
was Carp all over the 
place! Happy days. 
We cast the bait out 
and waited for them 
to take it... after a few 
seconds... my pride 
and joy was into his 
first fish... his face... it 
was a picture... I will 
never forget it... he was 
overjoyed, excited, 
amazed... you name 
it... 

It was amazing to 
watch... 
It was fish after fish 
from that moment to 
the point where we had 
to bring the rod in for 
something to eat. I was 
so proud of how my 
3-year-old little boy had 
instantly taken to this... 

My son Josh had over 
25 Carp ranging from 
4lb to 11lb+ all in just 
5 or 6 hours fishing... 
and his face was the 

same picture after 
every catch whether 
it was a 4lb Carp or 
his now personal 
best of 11lb 8oz! After 
every fish he jumped 
with joy and high 
fived me or hugged 
me with excitement, 
he was so happy... I 
was so proud, it was 
awesome! 

I now have my fishing 
partner for the rest of 
my life, and what better 
partner than my son! 

Amazing! 
Well... what do I say... 
me dropping these pop 
ups on the floor gave 
my son the best first 
carp fishing session I 
could off only dreamed 
off! It was an amazing 
to watch and be apart 
off... and he was 
fantastic! 
It brought back 
memories of me going 
with my Dad as a little 
boy, and him teaching 
me. These are 
memories that will
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stay with me for the 
rest of my life... that 
look on his face.  just 
indescribable as a Dad 
to see! 

If you’re the father of 
a little boy (or girl) like 
I am, there is a good 
chance that you are 
enjoying a very close 
connection with your 
son (or daughter). If 
not make sure you 
do. He (she) 
probably 
idolizes 
everything 
you do... 
dresses up in 
your clothes... 
imitates 
different 
things you 
do... or just 
generally tries 
to act like you. 
My son 
follows me 
everywhere I 
go, he tries to 
do everything 
I do and 
works so hard 
to make sure 
he has my 

upmost attention and 
approval. 
I can see in my little 
boys’ eyes that he is 
utterly convinced that 
without a doubt I am 
this ultimate invincible 
man in the world to 
him and that is what 
I will be! I see this is 
my daughters eyes too 
and I’m so proud of 
this. 
There is nothing better 

to see than that smile 
on your child’s face! I 
could not be prouder 
of my little boy (and my 
daughter) and I cannot 
wait to spend the future 
on the bank with my 
best friend, my son 
Josh!  
Now I’ve got to try 
and get my 9-year-
old daughter, my little 
princess Sophie into 
fishing... don’t think 

I stand a 
chance... it’s 
just hair and 
make up for 
her…but we 
never know...  

Get your 
child a tackle 
box... not an 
Xbox! 

Until next 
time, be safe 
and be on 
the bank, 
tight lines 
everyone! 

Andrew 
Taylor
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NEW MAINLINE BALANCED WAFTER HOOKBAITS sink on the weight of your hook. That means they settle 
ultra-slowly on top of silt and weed, delivering full extension from the lead with sheathed 
braids and a snake-like coil with braided hooklinks. And being critically balanced, they react 
quickly to the slightest investigation; shooting in to a carp’s mouth for more and better 
hook holds. Unbeatable over silt, indispensable over weed and devastating over gravel; 
and they’re in shops now! PICK UP A POT TODAY, IT’S THAT EASY!
Wafter/Hook Ratio:12mm/Sz8 15mm/Sz6 18mm/Sz4. We advise that you check rigs prior to fishing. 
Add counterbalance where necessary as hook weights will vary. MAINLINE BALANCED WAFTERS are available to compliment 
our HIGH IMPACT range of complete food source boilies in Aromatic Fish, Banoffee, Essential B 15mm, Spicy Crab, Salty Squid & 
Peaches n Cream in 15mm. PLUS they are available to match or Dedicated Freezer Boilies in CELL & HYBRID in 12, 15 & 18mm options. www.mainline-baits.com
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New and Exclusive Lake 
Catherine 2018

By Cpl Salisbury 
Royal Engineers 
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As the beast from the 
east was sweeping the 
country and the lack 
of an opportunity to 
even consider getting 
the carp rods out. A 
massive opportunity 
landed on my lap. On 
the Royal Engineers 
Carp Section Facebook 
page was a post “Is 
anyone interested in 
going to France for free 
for a week’s fishing 
in April”. Without a 
second thought I was 
in. 

The lake owners Alan 
and Yacine who fully 
support the armed 
forces and works 
closely with the Royal 
Engineers had offered 
a weeks free fishing at 
their newly purchased 
lake from 2017. The 
lake had 100 original 
carp from 1991 and in 
December had another 
150 introduced into 
lake. Previously owned 
by a private owner the 
lake as never really 
seen angling pressure. 
For this reason, we 

were invited to fish 
the lake and give our 
feedback on the venue 
and catch reports. All 
we had to do was get 
there. 

After weeks of 
preparation and 
planning April had 
finally arrived. As to 
undue circumstances 
one of the guys had 
to pull out and I was 
very lucky to have my 
dad come along with 
me on this adventure. 
Also, on the build 
up to departing we 
were informed that 
lake was still under 
construction and the 
cabin with electricity, 
toilet and shower was 
not there in place yet. 
So, it turned into a 
drive and survive trip. 
More like a military 
exercise without the 
weapons but carp rods 
instead. Not phased 
by this we set off into 
the unknown with 
excitement.

Lake Catherine is 

situated in the beautiful 
town Soisson. Perfectly 
surrounded by 20 plus 
lakes and only a 5 
minutes’ drive to local 
supermarket which 
meant we were never 
without of reach of 
those key essentials. 
It was a pleasant 2 
and half hour drive 
from Calais. We were 
greeted by Yacine who 
took us to lake and 
showed us around. 
“The lake is yours for 
the week here’s my 
phone number if need 
anything give just 
give me a call. Enjoy 
yourself and I’ll see you 
on Monday with some 
more carp to introduce 
to lake”. Amazing a 
whole 4.4 acres lake 
to ourselves. We 
walked around the 
lake to try and find 
the fish. We found 
some carp chilling in 
the warm sun at the 
top end of the lake. 
Full of enthusiasm we 
returned to car and 
began to set up camp 
for the week.
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After 3 hours with 
the marker rod it was 
clearly a very weedy 
lake. But I managed 
to find a 3ft gravel bar 
at 80 yards. I decided 
to fish over the gravel 
bar in a 5ft gully on 
top of the weed with 
chod rigs. I tied three 
Chod rigs with a size 
6 Duo Tackle Micro 
barbed OS Kranks 
hooks. I went with one 
white, pink and yellow 
Spotted fin Catalyst 
pop up. The thinking 
behind this was 
whichever colour was 
picked up first I would 
switch the other rods 
onto the same colour. 

Once the rods were 
in position I spodded 
2 kilos of homemade 
chilli particle mix and 
scattered 2 kilos of 15 
mm catalyst frozen 
boilies over the top. 
I then settled for the 
night. 

I couldn’t wish for a 
better start within the 
first night I had landed 
3 fish biggest being 
a 29 lb Mirror Carp. I 
caught them on pink 
and white. So, for the 
rest of the trip I had 
two rods on pink and 
one rod on white. By 
Monday Morning we 
had landed 15 fish on 

the bank between the 
4 of us. The biggest at 
the time was 33lb. The 
weather was hit and 
miss because for the 
first few days we had 
rain, sun shine it we 
had hot then cold and 
wind kept changing 
direction. However, this 
didn’t affect them from 
feeding. 

Monday after Yacine 
and Alan arrived with 
between 30-35 carp 
with the biggest being 
a common weighing 
over the 50 lb mark 
followed up with two 
40, s and a load of 30’s 
and 20’s. Mixture of 
mirrors and commons. 
Chucking on the 
waders we all mucked 
in helping to introduce 
the carp into the new 
lake. That evening we 
rested the swims, but I 
did re-baited swim and 
offered up free food 
for the carp. After a 
goods nights sleep first 
thing in the morning we 
recast the rods out. An 
hour after casting we

Ryan Salisbury
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had landed another 
2 carp on the bank 
weighing in the high 
20’s. Tom and Rich 
also had a productive 
few days landing a 
handful of 30’s followed 
by mid-20’s and 2 low 
doubles. They decided 
to fish the top end 
of the lake and with 
some top angling were 
reaping their rewards. 

Tuesday and 
Wednesday seemed to 
slow right down. This 
could have been down 
to the weather or the 
new stock that had 
been introduced to lake 
on Monday afternoon. 
We managed to 
catch a few fish but 
on Thursday was the 
changing point. The 
sun was out, and the 
wind dropped, and the 
lake was as flat as a 
milk pond. As it had 
slowed down I decided 
to walk round to see 
the lads and left my 
dad to watch the rods. 
While talking to Tom 
and Rich and looking 

across lake we saw a 
massive fizz of bubbles 
erupt in the middle of 
my baited area and 
as looked across the 
lake my dad had a rod 
in the air. I sprinted 
off like bolt and took 
control of the rod. After 
catching my breath 
and composing myself 
I slowly reeled this 
heavy weight. Once 
we got it into view my 
dad said it’s one of 
those big commons. 
With one big salmon 

swoop the fish was in 
net. Lifting the net to 
look at my prize I could 
believe it. The width of 
it was unbelievable and 
you know it big when 
you ask for assistance 
to lift it out. I shouted 
over to lads “it’s a big 
common “and the lads 
walked over to look at 
this wonderful creature. 
After the weigh in 46lb 
4 oz it was time to 
take them water shot 
photos. Before I could 
set up my right-hand
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rod went screaming off 
and I called over to my 
dad and he was on it 
like flash. It was 25 lb 
original dark in colour 
but unfortunately, we 
had to have quick 
photo because we still 
had my prize catch 
waiting in the retaining 
sling for those water 
shot photos. 

After the photos and 
the release, I sat down 
to tie some new rigs. 
As I put my tackle box 
on my lap my third rod 
went screaming off. 

The amount times you 
watch it on TV with the 
top Anglers having a 
session of a life time 
I was actually living it. 
Another common with 
a two-tone colouring 
weighing at 26 lb was 
my third fish within the 
hour. How the tables 
had turned from last 
two days. All three rods 
out the water but for 
the right reason this 
time. My father’s rods 
screamed of and he 
netted a lovely 29 lb 
7oz mirror and a 26 lb 
common. It’s was the 

most exciting 2 hours 
I’ve ever experienced 
in carp fishing and a 
day I’ll never forget. 

Early hours Friday 
morning I lost one at 
the net and for rest of 
the day the sun came 
out and temperatures 
reaching 20 degrees. 
Tom and Rich departed 
early as they had a 
long drive back to the 
north of England. With 
Tom also having a 
session of a life time 
with 14 fish during the 
week. Rich also had a 
good week netting 7 
stunning carp. It was 
top angling from lads 
and they truly deserved 
their catches. So, this 
left me and my dad 
with whole lake to 
ourselves for the day. 
We didn’t have a beep 
during day and believe 
this was down to the 
heat. 

Yacine popped by and 
sat with us for a few 
hours talking about his
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lakes and carp fishing 
in general. Taking on 
our advice with swim 
positioning around 
lake. It was a pleasant 
afternoon a nice touch 
by Yacine to spend 
some time with us. 
While it was quite me 
and my dad decided 
that we’d pack most 
of our kit away and 
put in the car. We also 
decided to sleep under 
stars as the weather 
was good and it would 
help save us time in 
the morning as we 
had to set off early in 
the morning. We also 
discussed that if we 
caught during the night 
instead of recasting 
we’d pack the rod 
away and at the time 
I agreed. As timed 
passed and it was 
getting pretty late in 
the evening. I honestly 
believed the chance of 
getting a bite looked 
slim as we had nothing 
all day. With the last of 
my chilli particle mix 
and 2 kilos of boilies 
I re-baited my swim 

with spod rod. As the 
sun dropped and the 
temperatures cooled 
my dads middle rod 
went into melt down. It 
was around half nine 
at night and it was the 
cherry on the cake 
to finish off a good 
week. As it was still 
light I convinced my 
dad to put on a new 
rig on and I’ll grab the 
distance sticks out the 
car. He recasted his 
rod and we decided to 
get our heads down 
for the night. After an 
hour and nodding off 

to sleep my right rod 
ripped off. Jumping out 
my sleeping and on to 
the rod I netted my first 
30  and dish number 
10 of the trip. A ghostly 
common with long 
whiskers weighing a 34 
lb 7oz. I was buzzing 
and I just wanted to 
recast my rod out 
again. 11 o’clock at 
night I wasn’t go let it 
end this early. My dad 
didn’t appreciate me 
getting all the gear out 
the car to get to my 
Tackle bag but I didn’t 
care. I recasted my rod
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back on spot and got 
back in my sleeping. 
I set the alarm clock 
for 5 am and got me 
head. 3 o’clock my 
left rod goes off and 
because I’d caught had 
caught 10 fish I said to 
my Dad you can have 
this one. Another 30lb 
mirror on the bank. 
Lake Catherine just 
kept on giving and 
sure enough I had my 
Tackle bag out tied a 
new chod rig and got 
the rod back out the 
spot.  

5 am the alarm 
clock goes off 
and as I sat up 
my right rod went 
off. I couldn’t of 
written this . As it 
was the last fish 
of the trip and I’d 
caught the 46lb 
common I wanted 
my dad to catch one 
of the big ones. I 
said him take it it’s 
yours. After an epic 
battle of cat and 
mouse we had this 
stunning common in 

the net. Even though 
it had eaten into our 
time to pack the rest 
of the kit away we 
didn’t care. We couldn’t 
believe the events that 
unfolded over last 48 
hours. A 32 lb common 
to finish off this truly 
unbelievable session. 
We quickly packed the 
rest our kit into the car 
and had quick wash 
got changed into some 
clean clothes and set 
off to catch our ferry. 

On the journey back 
to the uk we reflected 

back over the past 
week and both agreed 
it had been an amazing 
week. Topped off with 
great hospitality and 
company. Alan and 
Yacine have created a 
little gem of a venue. 
Once the cabin is in 
place even though 
we went as drive and 
survive it is the ideal 
venue for all Anglers 
at all levels. I highly 
recommend the venue 
and I can honestly say 
It is a top venue with 
top owners.
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The Royal Engineers 
would like to say a 
massive thank you to 
Alan and Yacine for 
supporting the armed 
forces. Also allowing us 
the opportunity to fish 
Lake Catherine. 

For more information 
and bookings you can 
visit their website at 

http://lakecatherine.
co.uk

You also follow them 
on Instagram lake_
catherine 

for all the latest catch 
reports.

Cheers Brian

Regards

Ryan Salisbury 

New and Exclusive Lake
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The fishing with paste 
back several years 
ago when I too fished 
with my uncle my first 
carps without the aid 
of ‘hair rig, because 
in Italy still did not 
know. At the time the 
ingredients used were 
few and simple but no 
less effective because 
of the numerous 
departures even 
simultaneously on 
several rods.

I remember the 
semolina, the cheese, 
the olive oil and the 
spice origan. With the 
passing of the years 
and the birth of more 
and more companies 
specialized in the 
production of baits 
and ingredients for 
carp fishing, today the 
modern carp hunter 
can choose among a 
multitude of products 
in order to formulate 
his personal recipe, 
in order to create a 
pasta really attractive 
but at the same time 
emanating signs of real 

food.

Now we could ask 
ourselves why we 
should use a paste 
bait? is not it now 
a fishing technique 
outdated?
In my opinion, 
absolutely not. First of 
all, doing a little self-
made will only do us 
good, because we 
will know better the 
ingredients that most 
our carp friends and 
their mechanical and 
nutritive characteristics, 
all notions that will 
come in handy when 
we go to formulate a 
possible mix for the 
construction of our 
boiles.

I also remember, that 
the paste obtained, 
will not only be 
wrapped on a special 
lead dedicated to the 
purpose but we could 
also cover the entire 
rig, which will reach 
the bottom intact even 
if it were to intercept 
any debris or foliage 

in its descent. The use 
of the pasta will allow 
us to have an extra 
gear in fishing as it will 
release many attractive 
particles deriving from 
both liquid and solid 
substances, a true 
bowler attraction!!!
It should be 
remembered especially 
to those who have 
never used this type 
of bait to not be afraid 
that the hook covered 
by the same cannot 
stick in the mouth of 
the carp, so debunked 
this problem, we will be 
sure that our rig, if built 
in the correct way he 
will do his duty at the 
fateful moment.

Moreover, from the 
obtained pasta we can 
still do two things:

1. create small boilies 
to be thrown around 
our terminal with the 
aid of a sling
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2. crumble it to create 
also the stick to be 
used later

In my recipe I inserted 
three medium eggs for 
a dry portion of gr.500 
so that even in the 
presence of current 
the paste can last 
even longer and does 
not melt too quickly. 
Depending on the type 
of spot you want to 
tackle and the water 
temperature, you have 
to choose whether 
to use eggs or not or 
replace eggs, which 
I advise against, with 
other more advanced 
binding ingredients 
now in the catalog of 
many companies in the 
sector.

For the ingredients 
of the liquid part I 
have used some 
really innovative 
products, attractive and 
nutritious especially 
for the choice of 
raw materials used, 
I am talking about 

the Dutch company 
FeedStimulants, only 
for the aroma I have 
opted for a Devil Squid 
of home Mivardi.

For the ingredients of 
the dry part instead 
I chose among the 
numerous products 
in the catalog of the 
British Haith’s Baits 
where the quality is at 
home.

The ingredients of the 
liquid and dry parts are 
as follows:

Liquid Part :

Mivardi Devil Squid 
2ml / 500gr
FeedStimulants 
Fishstim powder 2-3gr
FeedStimulants Squid 
Liver Oil 20ml / 500gr
FeedStimulants 
Fenugreek liquid 5 
drops / 500gr

Dry part:

pellets in 3mm Haith’s 
Baits half-cup Spices
pellet line Robin Red 
3mm Haith’s Baits half 
cup
150gr CLO Haith’s 
Baits
Super Red Haith’s 
Baits (SuperRed is a
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mix that includes a 
percentage of Robin 
Red but also cannabis 
seeds, peanuts, 
crushed Tiger nut 
and the famous Red 
Factor pasty, plus it is 
mixed with anise seed 
oil, really a complete 
birdfood )
200gr Robin Red & 
Fishmeal mix Haith’s 
Baits
3 medium eggs

Once the paste is 
obtained, I have 
chosen to keep it in a 
vacuum and store it in 
the refrigerator for one 
day. 

That said, we 
now unveil the 
characteristics of two 
liquid attractors that 
are truly superlative 
from all points of 
view and which I 
recommend using 
just when we want to 
create our own primer.

The first is an absolute 
novelty of a company 
that certainly needs no
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introduction, we speak 
of the British Haith 
‘Baits mother of the 
most famous catcher 
ingredient of carp in 
the world: The ROBIN 
RED, here in its liquid 
form and based on 
Robin Red Gold (with 
five spice) enriched 
with 5 spice notes.

The methods of using 
this new and valid 
liquid attractor are the 
same as the classic 
Robin Red Liquid, 
but let’s immediately 
describe the peculiar 
characteristics of the 
product:

• It contains Robin 
Gold Haith’s Baits of 
the highest quality that 
contains good levels of 
vitamins and adequate 
levels of minerals, has 
an excellent coloring 
effect and a strong and 
spicy taste with pep 
nuances
• • It is PVA friendly, 
therefore ideal to be 
included in the relative 

bags, perhaps filled 
with pellets of the 
same line or grains
•  Can also be used 
for creating Stick Mixes
•  It can be used for 
the creation of highly 
attractive Method 
Mixes
•  It can be used 
to cover the freshly 
cooked boilie in order 
to create a crust on 
them when dry. Like 
Dip or Soak for our 
triggers even if they 
include boiles pop-ups 
•  In perfect union 
using it with the 
SuperSoft pellets of 
Haith’s Baits
•  Can also be used 

with other types of 
pellets
•  Inside the liquid 
part of our recipe to 
create batters to be 
used later to wrap the 
lead or rig
• 
• The Haith’s Liquid 
Robin Gold with Five 
Spice, offers 100% of 
the undisputed quality 
of Haith’s Baits and 
contains ingredients 
that have made 
the history of world 
carpfishing.
• A very versatile 
liquid that the modern 
carpenter can not have 
with him, as it can be 
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used successfully all 
year round and in any 
type of water.

• We come to 
the second attractor 
not least the first 
because in my 
opinion represents 
the future of attractors 
in the panorama of 
CarpFishing.
• We speak of 
the Dutch company 
FeedStimulants which 
at the moment I believe 
to be, without wanting 
to exaggerate, perhaps 
the number one in the 
production of liquid 
foods and ingredients 
in highly attractive 
powder, a feature 
certainly due to the 
choice of raw materials 
used but above all 
due to the presence 
of some ingredients 
that currently no other 
company owns in the 
catalog.

• This is a new 
complete nutritional 
product from the fish 
farming sector.

• The 
FeedStimulants 
“SuperStim” can 
be used with 
greater margin of 
inclusion than other 
liquid attractors, 
it is nevertheless 
recommended 
never to exceed the 
maximum level to not 
saturate the cyprinid 
chemoreceptors.
This liquid has mainly 
functions of Palatant 
(taste enhancer ), 
Especially if used as 
a dip for our priming 
boilers.It is possible 
to wet pellets, grains, 
to include it in the 
construction of highly 
attractive method 
mixes and stick mixes.
• Peculiar 
characteristics 
of the product 
are: clear 
liquid, slight 
scent of mold
• The 
inclusion 
levels per kg 
of dry mix 
are in this 
range: 3-7 

ml to be mixed with 
other liquids when you 
want to make a boil to 
be used especially for 
pasturage campaigns.
• Up to about 10-
15 ml per kg of mix 
in water under strong 
fishing pressure or paid 
environments (ponds, 
quarries, etc.), also 
very suitable for use as 
dip or to create ammolli 
using about 5 to 10%.

Now you just have to 
dirty your hands a little 
to put into practice all 
this just read and test it 
in your favorite spots.
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Well, the decision was 
made to venture up to 
my syndicate water on 
Sunday 18th February 
and this time I had 
promised my son that 
he could have his own 
rod to fish with. He 
was absolutely buzzing 
with excitement and 
full of confidence that 
he would catch his first 
carp. 
We got to the lake at 
around 9am and of 
course it didn’t take 
long before I heard, 
Dad can I fish now! 
So, with this I set my 
son up fishing for the 
day. He got to choose 
everything from bait to 
rig selection etc. He 
had high hopes and 
fortunately it wasn’t 
long before his alarm 
sounded and he was 
into his first carp. 
After a spirited battle 
for an 8-year-old we 
slipped the net under a 
beautiful silvery winter 
common. To see his 
smile was something 
else and I was to say 
the least extremely 

proud of my son. The 
bait Leon chose to fish 
with was a Deep Blue 
Particles Pineapple 
Pop Up presented on 
a J Precision Ronnie 
Rig. I have confidence 
in both and now he 
certainly does as well.

 I then moved on to 
setting myself up and 
getting the rods out 
into position. I fished 
swim four as it was 
big enough for the 
pair of us but I also 
had some pretty good 
spots noted down from 
a previous visit. With 

the rods wrapped up 
to the marks, it was 
now time to get the 
end tackle sorted. For 
me without question 
the J Precision Ronnie 
Rigs have given me 
so much confidence 
for the start of 2018 
and every fish so far, 
this year have been 
absolutely nailed! This 
rig coupled with Deep 
Blue Particles SP-1 
Wafters gives me all 
the confidence I need 
straight from the off. 
. The biggest part of 
carp fishing for me is to 
have the up most 
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up most confidence in 
everything you use. 
If you have this then 
you are already onto 
a winner. There is 
nothing worse than 
questioning everything 
you’re doing. Over 
complicating things will 
just make it worse. If 
the bait, rigs, venue, 
set up is good then the 
bites will most certainly 
come. With everything 
now in place, it was 
just a case of hitting 
the line clip on the 
cast and getting the 
traps out and set. The 
morning passed but 

with my son having 
caught his first ever 
carp, it had already 
turned into a good 
day for us both. If my 
alarms sprang into 
action, that would just 
be an added bonus as 
this session was more 
about him. Fortunately 
for me, the alarms did 
just that! At around 
1:30pm mid flow of 
drinking my cup of 
tea, the Delkim began 
to sing. A full on one 
toner was happening 
and that adrenaline 
pumping feeling began. 
With the rod now in 

hand and the clutch 
tightened, the battle 
had now commenced. 
This was not one of 
the big ones as the 
fight was to scrappy. 
You can tell when a 
younger smaller carp 
is attached by the way 
it fights. Long bursts 
of the line peeling off 
the spool rather than a 
constant weight easily 
pulling the line off. 
Obviously for me none 
of that mattered as I 
was playing another 
syndicate winter carp. 
With the net at the 
ready, it was now 
time to guide her in. 
The same process 
as always applies 
no matter what size 
they are as fish safety 
is paramount in my 
angling. With the rig 
removed in the net at 
the water’s edge and 
fins checked to make 
sure they are lying flat, 
it was now time to slide 
her into the weigh sling 
before moving her to 
the mat.
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Safely now onto the 
mat, a stunning mid 
double common 
was my prize. A few 
pictures taken and it 
was time to slip her 
back safe and sound. 
What a day this had 
turned out to be and 
one that I have been 
very happy with. My 
sons first carp, a bonus 
winter common for me 
and a lot of smiles all 

round. 
I’m absolutely loving 
my time on the bank so 
far this year and I know 
there’s many more 
captures to come. So 
please stay tuned for 
my next installment 
of ‘The Syndicate 
Sessions’ because 
there are some special 
carp in this lake to be 
caught. 

Deep Blue 
Particles – www.
deepblueparticles.com 
Cornish Carper – www.
cornishcarper.blog 
Rhino Tech Angling

Vass Waders 

J Precision Hooks

Sonik Sports

Deeper 

Matt Whalley
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The much anticipated fourth Serious Carp Social of 2018 was held from 
27-28 April at Cromwell Lake, Newark, Notts.  This immaculate lake 
nicknamed “The home of the 30s and 40s” is always a favourite and, as 
expected, sold out within just a few hours. SCS had exclusive use of the 
lake and its 18 well laid out and maintained pegs.
Very close to the lake (on the A1) is and American diner so the attendees 
met there for 8.00am, on the Friday to have breakfast and make the draw 
for pegs, they then moved onto the lake at 9.30am. 

Prior to everyone going to their swims Tremayne handed out bag of 
goodies that had been put together with some excellent free samples 
from the companies that sponsor the Serious Carp Socials.
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The weather was not what you would want to be setting up in with heavy 
rain which was to continue for the rest of the day. By 10am everyone was 
in their swims and getting setup but also getting very wet.
As usual, a service provided at every social now, PJM Productions where 
busy getting the drone up in the air and filming while the anglers setup. 
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The rest of the morning was uneventful with some anglers reporting 
regular liners but no fish coming out. 
Then at approx. 13.00 the first fish is on the bank, a 23lb 4oz mirror from 
swim 6 and caught by Darren Emery who was attending his first Serious 
Carp social. This was to be the start of a magic day for Darren who later 
in the afternoon then had the second carp of the day. This second fish 
weighed in at 32lb 1oz and was a Personal Best for Darren. 

This was Darren’s account of the captures:
I drew peg 6 and as I got there I could see fish showing out in the middle 
of the lake so I kept an eye on them while setting up. I’d previously set 
my rods up for fishing solid bags so I had to reset 2 of them for zigs and 
left one on a bag. A few people said 10ft zigs so it was a no brainer on 
the size. I cast 2 zigs at 28wraps to the middle and the third rod I cast to 
22 wraps on a solid bag to a gravel bar. The first fish fell to a black zig 
and came in to be 23lb. I’d had nothing on the solid bag so I changed to 
a Ronnie with a yellow pop up and cast to 28 wraps to where they were 
showing and spodded corn and boilie over the top. 10-15 spods every 
hour or so. I lost the next two as I got caught up with some old line on 
both occasions and the fish slipped off. The next one that ripped off was 
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the third rod on the Ronnie which turned out to be a lovely 32lb mirror. As 
the evening drew on the fish seemed to move over to the other side of the 
lake where I couldn’t reach them.

These two fish caught by Darren Emery were the only carp caught on day 
1. There was one other capture a Personal Best Eel caught by Jim Walter 
in swim 9 and weighing 4lb 8oz.
It was a quiet night with nothing coming out and the rain continuing to 
throw it down. While the rain did ease on Saturday the fishing didn’t 
improve with nothing on Saturday morning so when midday arrived, and 
the BBQ was ready, it was a welcome break for most of the anglers. As 
usual the BBQ was fantastic and while filling up on a variety of meats and 
a couple of beers there was plenty of opportunity for everyone to catch 
up and exchange stories and tactics. It was also time for the usual team 
photo.
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Now on many of the past 
socials there is usually a fish 
landed not long after everyone 
returns to their swims after the 
BBQ. It’s as if the fish sense 
that the danger has gone and 
move in on the baited spots. 
This social was no exception 
as not long after returning from 
the BBQ another Personal 
Best is landed – this time by 
Richard Monger in swim 15 
landing a mirror weighing 39lb 
12oz called Winston.
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This was Richard’s account of the capture:

I was in peg 15, 26 wraps out to centre, I put out 1kg of Cheshire Particle 
that we received in the bag of goodies at the start of the social thus 
creating a tightly baited area. I used a Pallatrax Fluro pink squab pop up. 
I was chatting to Steve Neale (ours was a double swim) and I thought 
I had a ‘liner’ because bobbin went up then down. A few minutes later I 
had a ‘slow’ take and was unsure whether to hit it or wait. I knew it was a 
good fish as it was heavy and no tug tug feeling. It was confirmed when 
it’s head came up and I could see it’s huge shoulders. Winston was soon 
safely in the net!

Saturday night was quiet with no more captures and the social ended at 
10am on the Sunday. From the feedback provided in the SCS Facebook 
group this was another hugely enjoyable social. Extracts from feedback 
below:

Best BBQ of all time had absolutely brilliant weekend from start to finish. 
Can’t wait to get on the next one, thanks guys for brilliant weekend 
stunning venue, bailiffs we’re top class, overall best one I’ve been on – 
Jim W
The complex was immaculate, and the bailiffs were very helpful and took 
time to walk the lake and give advice. – Richard
Another cracking Serious Carp Social. What a lovely venue I want to go 
back when the weather is better. – Jim R
Thanks, SCS for a great weekend the BBQ was the best yet. Good laugh. 
- Billy

The next social is Willow Park, nr Aldreshot on 
24th May.
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Well it’s been a few 
weeks now since 
my article named ‘In 
search of the monster’ 
Part 1, and I was 
planning on this being 
Part 2 but it was not to 
be...
I did plan a fishing trip 
to go back to Mineral 
Lakes on the 20th 
April but the search for 
monster changed when 
I saw the weather 
forecast a few days or 
so before, because the 
sturgeon just do not 
seem to feed when its 
baking hot at Mineral. 
I still decided to go as 
planned but this time 
I chose to target the 
big carp that reside 
there so Part 2 is on 
hold for this session 
on Mineral Lakes, but 
I am confident it will 
come soon so keep a 
look out. But for now, 
this is ‘How Close Can 
I Come??? I hope you 
enjoy this article.

So I arrived at Mineral 
Lakes, the weather 
was 26°! It was baking 

hot, there was already 
8 anglers on the lake, 
so after having a walk 
round and a chat with 
all of them I found out 
only the odd one or 
two fish had been out 
over the past two or 
three days, which I put 
it down to the sudden 
weather change, one 
minute its raining or 
snowing, one minute 
its freezing and now it 
was baking hot at 26°... 
make up your mind 
weather.
One thing I did notice 
after taking the time to 
speak to each angler 
was that they was 
all doing the same 
techniques really which 
was to bait up with a 
decent bed of bait and 
then fish a wafter or 
pop up over the top 
which would to be 
honest 9 times out of 
10 usually be a good 
shout, but obviously 
this time it wasn’t...

Somebody was 
packing up on a peg 
I fancied fishing in-

between the two 
islands, so after having 
a little chat with him he 
kindly said he will be 
gone within an hour 
so grab your stuff so 
you’ve got the peg, so 
I went straight to my 
car, and started to take 
my tackle around to the 
peg and started setting 
up slowly.

Continuing our 
conversation he told 
me, he’d been on the 
peg for three days... 
and not a bite... he 
told me his tactics and 
he hadn’t been doing 
nothing wrong at all, 
he’d been fishing the 
right spots, right rigs, 
everything, it was just 
one of them sessions 
for him.
Once he had packed 
away he shook my 
hand and he wished 
me luck and he was on 
his way.

The first thing I done 
once I’d fully set up 
and before casting my 
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rods out was to make 
a cup of tea and just 
watch the water for 
a while. Over the 
space of nearly 25/30 
minutes just watching, 
there was fish all over 
my swim, some was 
cruising the surface, 
some basking in the 
sun and some where 
boshing on the waters 
surface. It was a 
shame you not allowed 
to surface fish... it 
could have been mega.

Then I saw movement 
under a dark shaded 
area where a tree 
overhung just off the 
corner of the island to 
my left. I knew from 
previous sessions that 
all around the island it 
was around a foot deep 
to two foot max so I 
choose to go tight to 
the island as I believed 
this would be a good 
shout considering the 
weather conditions.
I decided to go stealth 
mode, so I loaded my 
Waverunner Atom with 
my chosen rig and I 

opted for a glugged 
Mainline Cell Wafter, 
along with a 3 boilie 
stringer as this was 
something different 
to what everyone 
else was doing... 
and I thought this 
legendary tactic might 
just confuse the fish 
enough and work 
for me. So with that 
rod sorted, I decided 
to fish the other rod 
about six foot 
of the island 
in line with 
the other rod 
I just I just put 
out, so I could 
of hopefully 
catch a carp 
coming up to 
the shallows off 
the island and 
I choose to go 
for a pop up on 
this one.

As I waited 
I decided to 
bait up a little 
area to the 
far corner of 
the island to 
my right at 

around 80/90 yard, 
which I also knew from 
previous sessions 
that there was a shelf 
coming of this island at 
around a foot and half 
deep too but slightly 
different to the other 
island as this one only 
had about a two foot 
circumference, so I 
had to be accurate, so 
I scattered two or three 
Cell boilies around

Andrew Taylor
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every 20 minutes.

Approximately two 
hours had gone by, 
when my left hand rod 
ripped off... Happy 
days I was into my first 
fish...
After a few minutes a 
had a gorgeous looking 
mirror carp in my net, 
get in!
Nowhere near the 
biggest but this little 
beauty came in at 11lb 
6oz, happy days I was 
off the mark!
Once released I reset 
the rod in the same 
place, with the same 
technique.

As the day went on 
I noticed fish where 
showing over on the far 
island where I’d been 
baiting throughout 
the day... they were 
jumping, crashing and 
swirling all around the 
baited area.
It was coming up to 
around 6/7pm and I 
decided it was time 
to get on this shallow 
shelf off the island 

before day light faded 
so knew 100% I was 
on the exact spot.
I choose to go with a 
wafter along with a 3 
boilie stringer that had 
done the business for 
me earlier in the day.

I opted to go stealth 
mode again, so as I 
went on a cruise of the 
lake with my boat as it 
seemed like a mission 
away from my own 
peg. Once I dropped 
the bait the whole 
water on the baited 
area swirled big time... 
I just hoped I hadn’t 

spooked them off too 
much...

Within 10 minutes max 
my alarm screamed 
off... I struck... and 
nothing. It was as if 
nothing was ever there. 
Weird... how can it be 
completely screaming 
off, and nothing on the 
end of it. I was gutted. 
I thought that was my 
big chance and I had 
missed it.
I reattached another 
3 boilie stringer and 
reglugged the wafter 
and sent it back out to 
the same spot...

How close can I come



138
and the same 
happened again, the 
water swirled, carp 
jumped, only this time I 
was more confident as 
they came back once, 
hopefully they’d come 
back again.

Around 15/20 minutes 
later I was alerted to 
a single bleep on that 
rod... as I walked to 
my rod to inspect it I 
could see my bobbin 
was lifting very slowly 
before dropping down 
quick, it repeated that 
a few times before the 
line tightened across 
the lake and my rod tip 
bent round... Boom! 
The fish was hooked. 
I lifted into the fish, I 
knew it was something 
special, it felt a good 
one, it felt amazing 
as a matter of fact. 
It felt like nothing I’d 
had before. It felt like 
someone had placed a 
3×2 slab to my line, it 
was like a dead weight. 
As she broke the 
surface and I mumbled 
to myself, well I can’t 

write what I said, 
so we’ll just go with 
Wow what a lump!!! I 
was in a shock. I was 
shaking. My knees 
went weak. The size 
of this beauty that was 
attached to the end of 
my line was unreal. I 
instantly thought I’m 
about to break my 
personal best, it was 
huge. As it got close 
to my net... it decided 
to dart across to the 
centre of the lake. I 
was shaking more and 
more. I was praying 
it didn’t come off. I 
let it go as much as it 
wanted but keeping my 
line taught until it tired 
out. I then managed 
to turn it and as it got 
close to the bank it 
decided to give me one 
more powerful battle 
as it tried to shoot 
into the bulrushes to 
my left. I manage to 
stop it and turn it just 
in time and slip my 
net underneath it... 
YESSSSSSSSSSS! 
Get In! I was ecstatic. 
I was in dream land. I 

just knew that by the 
size of it I’d broke my 
personal best! As I 
let it rest in the net I 
rang the owner Bill as 
he previously stocked 
three big carp all over 
the 30lb mark, and he 
said when he stocked 
them to let him know 
when you land a big 
carp as he wanted 
to keep a log of their 
growth rate. I also 
knew he had around 
another 7 or 8 carp 
over the 30lb mark 
already and a few just 
about to break the 30lb 
barrier. So, he came 
straight over, and he 
was just as excited as 
me. He then told me 
it wasn’t one of the 
new stock he recently 
put in... so we got this 
beautiful fish out and 
put her into my cradle, 
after unhooking her 
and rinsing her down, 
we put her on the 
scales to weigh her. 
Never in a million years 
would i of thought I’d 
be the one to have one 
of the big old forgotten
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carp out... but I did 
in the shape of this 
beauty and my new 
personal best at 
29lb 12oz... what 
an absolute unit! I 
was ecstatic! This 
was awesome! I was 
also quietly gutted 
as... ‘How Close 
Can I Come?’ to the 
30lb mark, I’ve been 
desperately trying to 
break the 30lb barrier 
for a while now... but 
it’s getting closer and 

my time will come, but 
it wasn’t this session. 
Like I said it will come 
but for now this 29lb 
12oz unit has put a 
huge smile on my face, 
happy days! It was 
time to go home.

What a session! I 
couldn’t be happier! 
Get in!

Also a massive thank 
you to the following for 
having me on board 

your amazing teams!

Mainline baits

deceptionangling

lump leads

intelligent angling 
solutions

Until next time, be safe 
and be on the bank!

Andrew Taylor

How close can I come
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Two years ago, there 
wasn’t even a team 
representing Scotland 
at Carp Fishing and 
with a second place 
last year in their 
first Home Nations, 
the team has high 
expectations for 
the coming year…. 
they have great 
support from several 
companies and the 
team goes from 
strength to strength 
with the appointment of 
a new Team Manager 
and some excellent 
angling talent….

This month we have 
with us Steven 
Warwick. Steve is 
the new ‘Boss’ at 
Carp Team Scotland 
and steps up from 
his role as Assistant 
Manager and Coach 
to replace the former 
Team manager Martin 
Mitchell.

TC: Steve, welcome to 
the Electronic Pages 
of Talking Carp for 
the first time and why 

not start by telling 
us a little something 
about yourself and 
what you do outside 
of your fishing and 
Managing Carp Team 
Scotland….?

SW: Hi, just coming up 
to 47yrs old, married 
and got 4 children, 
been involved in fish 
farming and fisheries 
since I was 17, 
currently managing 
a fish farm up in 
Cumbria, voluntary 
work Level 2 Angling 
Coach.

TC: Can you give 
us a quick history of 
your fishing and how 
you became involved 
with Carp Team 
Scotland…?

SW: Been mucking 
about around water 
since I can remember, 
always fascinated 
what was under the 
water, started fishing 
around the age of 5 
or 6, coming up to 
Scotland to fish with a 

family member during 
the summer holidays 
and then fishing the 
mill ponds and canals 
around Rochdale. 
Then when I moved 
back to Scotland to 
start my career in Fish 
Farming I got right into 
my predator fishing 
and then into carp 
fishing for the last 15 
years or so. During that 
time, I also became a 
level 2 coach helping 
to coach Children and 
then started working 
the Scottish Federation 
for Course Angling 
and then with the 
former Manager Martin 
Mitchell we started to 
build a team, so we 
could have competed 
against Wales and 
Ireland in the first 
Celtic Cup in 2016.

TC: Is the Team 
governed by any 
authorities and do you 
have guidelines to 
follow about Managing 
the team…?

Mark Galli
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SW: Yes, Scottish 
Federation of 
Course Angling and 
Sports Scotland 
and Internationally 
–International Sport 
Fishing Confederation 
(CIPS) and 
International Sport 
Fishing Federation 
(FIPS)

TC: How do you go 
about selecting a team 
and what is the criteria 
for being included…?

SW: This year we 
have put the call out 
early, all applications 
need to be in by the 
1st November 2018, 
then over winter and 
early spring we will 
have a couple of trial 
matches, during winter 
we will go through 
the applications and 
then we will invite 
them to trial. Strong 
knowledge of UK/Euro 
carp fishing methods, 
equipment and 
techniques, including 

carp care. Ability to 
work in a team setting, 
including physical 
fitness necessary to 
load and unload all 
equipment and bait, set 
up all equipment and 
cast accurately at least 
150yds, consistently. 
Representing Scotland 
at International level 
requires a significant 
personal commitment 
and financial one. Also 
have a passport and 
be able to travel.

Carp Team Scotland
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TC: Do you have a full 
team at present and 
who are they…?

SW: Yes, David Hearns 
(Captain /assistant 
manager), Ben Mir, 
Alister Kirkhope, John 
Livingston, Kevin 
McConnell, Andrew 
Taggert ,Darren 
Pearse and 4 new 
lads Kev Gourley, 
John Sweetland ,Keith 
John Finlay and Billy 
McKinven .

TC: I understand 
your first match is in 
June this year, albeit 
a ‘friendly’, so how do 
you prepare for this…?

SW: Yes, got a match 
on Drayton 22nd 
to 24th June, it’s a 
friendly between the 
Royal Navy Carp Team 
and for the first time we 
will be joining forces 
with Carp Team Wales. 
Most of the lads have 
fished Drayton before 
and both teams have 

had practise sessions 
on there over the last 
couple of weeks.

TC: Are the guys 
funded for being in the 
Team…?

SW: Unfortunately, 
no. All our events are 
self-funded. Over the 
next couple of months, 
we will be doing some 
fund raising so we can 
get to the Worlds in 
Serbia in October

TC: Do you have 
sponsors and what part 
do they play…?

SW: We Have been 
really lucky over the 
last 2 years, when we 
first started we had 
nothing, just personal 
kit and a couple of 
the lads were Field 
Testers for a couple 
of bait companies. 
The companies at 
the moment who 
work with us and help 
us out are Ocean 
Textiles, Mainline Baits, 

Free Spirit, Diawa, 
Ridge Monkey, Fox 
International, Nash, 
Rig-It Tackle, DBP 
Particles and Hobo 
Armour. Without 
the help from these 
amazing company’s 
we wouldn’t be able 
to compete at an 
international level.

TC: Do you have a 
schedule of Matches 
for this year…? 

SW: Yes

June 22ND/24TH June 
Drayton Scotland/
Wales against the 
Royal Navy

October 3rd/6th Lake 
Sava Serbia World 
Championships

Nov TBC 2nd Home 
Nations against Wales 
and England 

TC: How often did you 
get the Team together 
to ‘practice’…?

Mark Galli
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SW: It’s really hard 
everybody leads very 
busy lives, but most 
of the lads are active 
in the match scene or 
in their own fishing so 
that helps, then if we 
can get together just 
before the event then 
that’s even better.

TC: What advice 
would you give to 
someone that would 
like to get in to a 
National Carp Team…?

SW: Match Carp 
Fishing isn’t for 
everybody, but the best 
thing to do is to enter 
a couple of qualifiers, 
see if it is for you, you 
will soon get to know 
the venues which hold 
the matches, get used 
to them and practise. 
Pop down to events 
and speak to some of 
the lads, we are quite a 
friendly bunch and you 
could even volunteer 
to become a runner 
during matches, which 

is really appreciated by 
all the lads. 

‘Quick Fire’ 
questions…

which do you 
prefer…??

* Lakes or Rivers...? 

Lakes

* Day Sessions or 
Overnighters or Longer 
Sessions...? 

Long Sessions

* Small or Big 
Waters...? 

Both

* Remote Locations or 
Full Facilities...? 

Remote

* UK or Outside…? UK

* Spring / Summer 
or Autumn / Winter 
fishing...? 
Autumn

* Bottom or Surface...?
 Bottom

* Close in or Long 
Range…? 
Both

* If you could only fish 
one more session, 
where would it be...?

It’s one of the 
waters I used to go 
as a kid, then as 
an adult specimen 
fishing, would have 
to be Castle Loch 
Lochmaben, just 
short of 200 acres, 
everything that 
swims in there grow 
up to specimen 
sizes, plus it holds 
the Scottish Carp 
Record, just a 
magical water for me.

* What was your most 
memorable Fish you 
caught and why?

I have had a good few 
big fish in my time, 
but it would the first 
carp I ever had from

Carp Team Scotland
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a private estate lake 
when I was younger, 
the take and fight has 
stayed with me all 
this time.

TC: Thanks for taking 
the time to speak with 

me today and Talking 
Carp look forward to 
following the Teams 
progress throughout 
the year and having a 
chat with some of the 
Team Members and 
hopefully get an insight 
to their fishing tactics 

when approaching a 
match.

Mark G – 
Talking Carp

Mark Galli
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TEAM PALLATRAX
JOIN THE REVOLUTION NOW!

WWW.PALLATRAX.CO.UK/TEAM-PALLATRAX

TEL: 01409 240042 / 241135
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Featuring - 
Brooms Cross Fishery, Alex Hughes, 
Cameron Dodds, Colin Pearce, Danny 
Johnson, Gary John Walker, Gaz 
Poole, Pallatrax, Castaway PVA Team.

Catch 
Reports
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   Daniel Parry 

      27lb 8oz 

new P.B OF 30LB
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      Mike Williams 23lb                        
                                                             Rich Hall with Sue at 31lb 2oz
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Sam Wall 21lb

     

      Mike Williams 23lb                        
                                                             Rich Hall with Sue at 31lb 2oz



154

Alex Hughes with his 3rd 30 from Wales and a personal 
best with this fish called Arnie from the Wharf in Cardiff and 

weighed in at 32lb 2oz. It was caught on Bounty Hunter from A.M 
Baits Congratulations Alex!

Cameron Dodds 
21lb Wyreside

Catch Reports
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Colin Pierce recently fished Sandhurst Lake at The Yateley 
Complex for the Viper Tackle Team Social and was fishing the 
L/H Bailiff Swim. The first night went by without a bite after me 

being confident of a fish after receiving many liners and 2 aborted 
takes. The next day was also very quiet until a fish boshed out 
at 8 and a half wraps towards peg 15. I cast a Ronnie rig with a 
whittled down Northern Baits Evolution Pop Up on the spot and 

sat excitedly on the edge of my seat in anticipation of a bite. That 
didn’t come until 3 hours later when eating my tea, the alarms 
screamed into life. After a tough battle this beautiful 35lb 2oz 

mirror rolled over the net cord. This fish broke my mirror PB by 
14lb and sent me home an extremely happy man.

Congratulations Colin!

Catch Reports
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Danny Johnson recently the famous Sandhurst Lake 
For a team social with Viper Tackle. We were there for 48hr I 

was fishing peg one called the secret swim. After arriving in the 
morning, I had a good look round and seen some fish showing at 
around 80 yards so I got the marker rod out and after a few leads 
about I found a deep silt patch. I decided to put a Northern Baits 

15mm evolution pop up on a Ronnie rig using a Viper Tackle 
Curve Shank hook and a few freebies out with the throwing stick. 

After seeing multiple shows in the area, I decided to leave the 
bait out throughout the day and night and then just after sun rise 
had a single beep and then an aggressive take which resulted 

into a lovely common weighing in at 31.2lb and a new P.B. 
Congratulations Danny!

Catch Reports
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Gary Walker had a super 7 fish hit when he fished on a mini 
social at Bells Mill in Stourbridge recently.

All fish were caught on Retro Baits squid n octopus boilies. 

Catch Reports
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Gaz Poole with a stunning 32lb..10oz common, from Mallard 
lake at Stanwick Lake Fisheries in Northamptonshire. It’s a 

personal best for me and a lake record! I was fishing close in 
under an overhanging tree in the margins, I used a homemade 

boilie I made called TNT. My rig of choice was a leadless 
leadcore with safety rig and the hooklink was a 15lb Gardner 
semi stiff braid finished off with a Gardner dark Mugga size 8 

hook with 2 inches stripped back near the hook.
Congratulations Gaz!!

Catch Reports
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Martin Lenaghan fished on Emperor lakes recently, and 
using Jungle squabs on the back of a size 6 Gripz hook and a 

2.5oz Stonze weight, Martin went on 2 land 2 more of Emperors 
residents. For a tricky water Martin is doing very well !!!

Catch Reports
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           Elaine Taylor with her new PB of 71lb 4oz
          Congratulations from the Talking Carp team
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           Elaine Taylor with her new PB of 71lb 4oz
          Congratulations from the Talking Carp team
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           Castaway PVA 

Team 
manager Paul 
Heseltine getting 
amongst them 
with this beautiful 
29lb14oz 
common
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Kristian 
Horlock with a 
stunning 37lb 
12oz mirror 
and a 26lb 4oz 
common 

          
           Castaway PVA 

Team 
manager Paul 
Heseltine getting 
amongst them 
with this beautiful 
29lb14oz 
common
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   Kurtis Burton 
    with his first
       U.K. 30

Paul 
Hopper 
with a 
cracking 
48lb 15oz



167

          
 2 of the young 

castaway Pva team 
enjoying catching

            

                Keep up the 
                 good work
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Talking 
Foreign
Featuring - 

Carl and Adam O’Brien at Forest Pool 
France

Le Lees - France

Ebro Fishing Dreams
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Team Pallatrax member 
Carl O’Brien and his son Adam 

had a week booked at Forest Pool in France... And what 
a week they had !! Both fishing on Stonze and Gripz hooks saw 
them have an amazing week with Adam smashing his pb again..

and again... topping out at 32lb 4oz. Carl had his carp topping out 
at 36lb 5oz and a new personal best catfish of 55lb 6oz. Adam 

even managed a sturgeon.
Im sure this was a week they will never forget.. And some quality 

family time was had inbetween catching fish.

Talking Foreign
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Even with the river in flood this 167lb beast 
graced the bank this month

For more information or to book please contact 
Paul Fagan 07539 101840

Debbie Fagan 07986 939543
ebrofishingdreams@yahoo.co.uk



173

Le Lees Carp Fishery - 
Le Croisty
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Welcome everyone to LE LEES Carp Fishery. 

We are a new venue officially opened this year. It is a family run 
venue, by myself, Matt, Tracie my partner and my son Thai. 

Its been tough and we have been working hard to get the place 
ready for fishing this year. We purchased the place 3 yrs ago in a 
small rural village in brittany called Le Croisty.  
With limited stock from a few pounds to 36lb. It is a 2 and a half 
acre lake, set in 6 acres of wood surrounded by fields.  island in 
one corner with lilies in 2 corners, 

The depths range from 7/8 feet around island gradually 
shallowing to around 2ft. We had the lake netted in 2016 and 
removed all the small roach, rudd and carp under 10lb. We put 
back over 80 carp from the netting in november that year and by 
february 2017 we introduced the new stock which ranged from 
28lb to 48lb.Some pics of this attached.

Our carp now go over 50lb. We estimate the lake has 150+ carp. 
We did not start this adventure to earn a ton of money, we started 
this for the love we have of fishing and to bring pleasure to others 
like minded. 

We are a drive and survive venue for this year, with plans to 
introduce 5 small cabins as the venue grows. There is a caravan 
with cooker, water and toilet.We understand that fishing here in 
France can be very expensive, which is why we have priced our 
place to help make fishing here more affordable. 

Le Lees Carp Fishery
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Our price over the winter months ( november 1st to march 31st ) 
is 130 euros PPPW. 1st april to 31st october 150 euros. 
We also do an evening meal at 50 euros pppw. 

Lake exclusive for upto 5 carpers with an evening meal is 750 
euros pw. 
Book a weekend from friday to sunday for 70 euros PP, or ask us 
for days to suite you and we will give you a great price. 

At the moment we are doing a deal for any week this year ( if 
booked before the end of march 2018) you can get lake exclusive 
for upto 5 carpers with evening meal for 600 euros. 

A 50 euro PP deposit ( non refundable) secures your booking. 

We also do a membership which runs from when you join for 1 
year for 500 euros PP. Membership card and key supplied. 

Anymore info required, ferries, directions, reviews and more pics 
please visit our FB page.

 Thank you for reading and we hope to see some of you on the 
bank landing some of our fantastic carp here in france.

 Tight lines and may the carp gods bless you all. Best wishes 

Matt, Tracie and Thai.
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Thankyou for reading and as 
always your continued support

Please send your articles and catch reports by 
the 28th April 2018 for next months magazine

brian.dixon@talking carp.co.uk
buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk

talkingcarpinfo@gmail.com

The Carp magazine
 for Carp anglers written by 

YOU !!!!!!!

‘The Talking Carp Team’

Brian Dixon
Mark Faulkner

Mark Galli
Dave Harnick Snr


