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88 Talking Point
a shiny pot and are not always so obvious. So well done Mr Editor !
My �shing started in 1976 purely by accident seeing Eric Hodson ( 
who formed both the BCSG and Pike Society ) tench �shing at Drax 
Pond, or Brockholes as it was known in those days. I guess seeing 
Eric land that tench ( the �rst �sh that ever interested me that didn’t 
have batter on it ) and the water being a specimen tench water kind of 
made it obvious what my favourite �sh would be....tench. In 1976 to 
1979 catching tench from four to six pounds regularly was de�nitely a 
big deal up here so I had really fallen on my feet. �ey were perfect for 
my style of angling as you could catch a few in a session, they fought 
hard, they are a beautiful �sh and were certainly more available and 
catchable than carp or pike. �e only issue was that with the close 
season you only got to �sh for them June till maybe September then 
I’d pike �sh. Much as I thought ( and still do think that pike are an 
impressive �sh ) I never got to grips with them as I did with tench, 
eels and bream. I did catch them to upper doubles but the waters I 

�shed had so many
small pike it was like 
100:1 on getting a double. 
So, for me my favourite 
�sh were tench, pike, eels 
and bream.

T.C. What was the 
moment  you changed 
from specimen angling 
to carp angling? Was it 
a gentle transformation 
over time or was it an 
all out change over and 
never looked back?

Pike I liked but never really understood
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J.C. A bit of both to be honest. 1976 was 
coarse �shing , 1977 and 1978 match 
and coarse �shing and 1979 onwards 
specimen hunting for tench, eels and 
pike. I did catch the odd smaller carp, 
but they never really impressed me that 
much if I dare say that in a carp �shing 
magazine. My �rst double in 1983 whilst 
tench �shing nearly converted me there 
and then as it was so much bigger than 
the six pound tench I had at the same 
time ( which in reality was a far better 
�sh ) but the real turning point came in 
1984. I was walking the lake to prebait 
for tench and came across two anglers 
with umbrellas and storm sides, Cardinal 
reels, KM rods, buzzers the lot...de�nitely carp anglers. Over the 
next few weeks, they ( begrudgingly ) spoke to me and although very 
tight lipped admitted to carp �shing . In an attempt to get rid of me 
they lent me a very dog eared copy of ’ �e Carp Strikes Back ’ and in 
all honesty a carp angler was born. �is ’ boys own ’ book combined 
inspiration with tactics and the journey began. �at week I went to 
the library and ( permanently ) borrowed ’ Carp Fever ’ and not only 
was I inspired to carp �sh, but Kevin’s book meant I could copy and 
catch.

T.C. What about recent times, do you still cast a deadbait out for the 
pike during winter, or maybe an overshotted crystal waggler with 
two bits of corn for an early morning tench on a fresh early summer 
morning? 

First double and a 110 
imstamatic picture..
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in Cra�y with him , spent time with him and wrote the foreword for 
his book ’ �e Carpscene Years ’. Sadly, we have lost him and when I 
attended his funeral it was a very sad day indeed.
Kevin Maddocks - I did plenty of work with Kevin including co-
authoring the book ’ �e Beekay Guide To Carp Rigs ’, rewrote his 
bait chapter in Carp Fever, did six videos with him and lots
more. Not carp �shing now but still an icon. 

Andy Little - I spent lots of time �shing with Andy, did lots of work 
with him , did all the tapes for his ’ My Passion For Carp ’ book 
and we are still friends today. Still catches plenty of specimen �sh 
wherever he �shes. 
Ritchie MacDonald - �shed with him, done many talks with him at 
shows and eeked many words out of him for publications I worked 
on. Lovely to see him come back in 2020 and we have some projects 
we are working on for 2021/22

�ose four are my four 
angling icons but I can’t 
fail to say that Nashy 
and me have been 
friends for over thirty 
years and I hold him in 
high regard. �e same 
for Terry Hearn who I 
knew well
before his �rst book. He 
is just as nice now as he 
was then which is a rare 
thing in carp �shing 
believe me....Add to 
those names Brian 
Skoyles, Jim Gibbinson 

Talking Point

At Rod's house working on his book
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really strange manner, couples parking up on dark lakes and letting 
nature do its thing, and even a gent who came down to one lake at 6  
a.m. every morning and swam it with his pet Alsatian… what stands 
out in your mind as a memory that still makes you chuckle to this 
day? 

J.C. �ere are lots but the strangest and most disturbing was around 
1980/81 when I was a baili� at Drax Pond. Middle of the day, mid-
summer, scorching hot day and I’m having a walk to check there 
are no anglers ’ guesting ’ and as I walk round the corner of the bay, 
I see a teenager / young adult stood with a �shing rod in one hand 
watching his �oat whilst his other hand was clearly knocking one 
o�.... Yee gods....that was one ticket I was not gonna check. Takes all 
sorts, I guess .

UK monster.. I don't need to catch a bigger one

Talking Point
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T.C As always, an absolute pleasure chatting with you, and a great 
insight into what moulded the Julian Cundiff we see today. We look 
forward to next month as we head into winter, and carp angling 
takes on the short days , cold weather and long dark nights. 

J.C. Enjoy whatever you are doing and however you want to do it.
Julian Cundi�

Facebook -Julian P Cundiff
Facebook Carp Fishing Page - Julian Cundiff Angling
Instagram - julescundiff1
Twitter - @juliancundiff

With RM in 2021 at an Embryo lake

Julian Cundiff
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Click here for Click here for 
WebsiteWebsite
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Stranger Stranger 

Things Than Things Than 
FishingFishing
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The JaguarThe Jaguar
By Scott 'GEEZER' GrantBy Scott 'GEEZER' Grant
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3535Mark Wozencroft
My Method of My Method of 
“Spooling Up”….“Spooling Up”….
 by Mark Carper by Mark Carper
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You will notice the title of 
this article is �My� Method of 
Spooling Up and that�s because 
this is not the de�nitive way to 
do it, but simply the way I do it�
�e reason behind me writing 
about it was not to try and preach 
or to say anyone else is wrong, 
but simply because of a situation 
I had with a mate that rang me to 
say that the 1000m Bulk Spool I 
had given him had only �lled two 
of his Reel Spools and did I have 
any more�?!!!

�With so many larger spool 
reels being the �Norm� now, most 
�Big Pit� styles have a spool size 
capable of holding more line than 
you are ever going to use, 
which means to completely 
�ll these spools with new line 
is a waste of e�ort, time and 
unless you get your line for 
free, money�!

Some Spools do come with 
�Reducers� but what do you 
do if yours do not or they are 
too small...?

Many of the Big Pits are easily 

capable of holding 450m+ (492y) 
of 15lb (0.35dia) line, and you 
are only going to make use of the 
�rst 200 to 250m as an absolute 
maximum and o�en, less than 
100m of line is in use�. for me in 
the UK anyway�

To most anglers, 200m does not 
sound like much but to put this 
into perspective, 40 �wraps� is 
480� or 146m (160y) so 200m 
or 218y is the equal to 656� or 
just short of 55, yes, FIFTY-FIVE 
wraps�but your spools could 
hold up to or even exceed 123 
Wraps�what a waste of good 
line�!!!

My method of spooling up
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With that in mind, it is easy to see 
why even 200m to 250m is way 
more than the average angler on a 
standard Day-Ticket water would 
need and personally, I only spool 
up with 180m to 200m of line for 
the majority of my angling, which 
is still much more than I probably 
need but is enough to allow for 
the possibility of getting a long 
run when I am �shing further 
than normal or to allow removing 
short lengths of damaged line 
near the rig etc.. However, I do 
carry additional spools with more 
line if I am going on a bigger 
water in France for example, but 
even then, I have never fully �lled 
a spool with good line�!

In most cases, over half of the 
Spool capacity is never actually 
used for �shing and the line in 
that space is only there to �Fill� the 
spool. Why would you waste good 
line (and money) to do this when 
a cheaper line could be used for 
�backing� on the spool�.?!

Backing Line on the Spool…
�ere are several ways to do 
this, and they are all a little time 

consuming and not an exact 
science in terms of �length of line� 
but using �Backing� is still better 
than wasting good line�

My reels, Shimano Tech Mgs 
14000 come with reducers but 
I still use some backing on the 
spools to enable me to have 
around 200m of usable line. 
�e �rst time I put line on and 
a method I have used for many 
years is to �reverse spool� one reel 
spool initially and simply count 
the number of handle turns�.

Mark Galli
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By this, I mean I use the �good 
line� �rst and the backing 
second�I know how much line 
goes on the spool with one full 
turn of the handle, because I 
have measured it and I simply 
count the number of turns to give 
me approximately the 200m of 
�Good� line I require�.once that 
is done, I tie on the �Backing Line� 
and �ll the spool to the position 
on �Lip� I require (Filling Depth 
is a personal thing and varies 
depending on the type of Reel, 
Spool etc.).

Once done, I then use a 
second Reel and Spool 
and put the contents of 
the �rst spool on to the 
second but this time, it 
goes �Backing First��are 
you still with me�??!

As I wind the �Backing� 
on, I again count the 
number of handle turns 
and make a note of it. 
�at will then be used for 
each spool (I have eight) 
as I always use the same 
backing line with the 

same or very similar diameter to 
my �Good� line�

�is does sound a pain to do, 
but keep in mind that once the 
Spools have the backing on, you 
only ever need to strip the line to 
the backing to respool and you 
don�t need to count or measure 
anything unless you change the 
diameter of the line�also, if you 
use this method, do not worry 
about line twist etc at this stage, 
that is only a concern once you 
are ready to spool up with your 
good line�!!!

My method of spooling up
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Once I have the Backing Line on 
all the spools, I then go ahead and 
�ll them with the �Good Line�, in 
fact, I slightly over �ll them and 
then go and have a bout six or 
seven casts with a smallish lead 
(2oz max) at di�erent ranges 
from 15m up to around 100m� 
I then remove any the excess line 
so that it sits nicely on the lip 
and does not �coil o� � or �spill� 
a�er it has bedded in� again, 
this is my personal preference 
and something I have done for at 
least the past twenty years if not 
more�!

�is method does mean you 
waste a bit of line initially, but it 

is much better than wasting 
hundreds and hundreds, of 
metres of good line every 
time you �ll a single spool�
Also, I can change my main 
line up to four or �ve times a 
year and sometimes more if 
I�ve been on snaggy waters�. 
But by not over-�lling the 
spools, I can usually �ll �ve 
of them from one 1000m 
bulk spool, so cost wise it 
isn�t too bad...!!!

Common Issues with Spool 
Filling

Reduced Casting Distance, Line 
Twist and Non-Smoothness (is 
that even a word..?! Roughness..?) 
through the rings are three 
common problems that occur 
when spooling-up is not done 
correctly, with �Line Twist� 
being the biggest issue which 
contributes to reduced casting 
distance, as the �coils� of line 
cannot smoothy �ow through the 
rod rings and in some cases the 
coils

Mark Galli
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simply wrap around them 
(�frapping�), stopping the cast 
completely and leading to the 
dreaded �Crack-O� � or worse, a 
broken top section..!

One thing is for certain, a poorly 
spooled reel will eventually cause 
damage to the line and greatly 
shorten the life of it.

Line Twist is a major issue and 
is something that is unavoidable 
when we are �shing as simple 
things like playing the �sh on the 
�Clutch� will add twist as will the 
rig and lead setup we use over 
time of casting and retrieving but 
one thing we can do is to avoid 
adding to the problem before we 
even get to the water by ensuring 
we use the correct method to 
spool the reel up in the �rst 
place�.

With so many makes and types 
of line to choose from, di�erent 
lines will react to di�erent 
spooling methods in di�erent 
ways, however, there are the two 
main methods I use and one or 
the other usually works with 

most of the lines out there� 
Note: Some spools will have the 
manufacturers advice on and 
you should always follow their 
guidance to get the best from 
your line�and ignore me..!!!

Method One

Particularly suited to heavier 
Mono and Fluorocarbon lines 
that can retain a coil �Memory� 
from the bulk spool they come 
from� 

1. Place the bulk spool in a bucket 
of warm, but not hot water. I 
leave mine for about thirty to 
forty minutes as I �nd it suits 
the 15.5lb 0.309 Katran �Cryston 
Carp� Line I use. �is will give 
suppleness to the line and help 
to remove some of the �Memory� 
from storage and with the line 
coming on to the Reel Spool �wet� 
it will also mean you can add 
some tension to the line with your 
�nger and thumb when spooling-
up without causing too much 
friction heat. Do not be tempted 
to spool up too fast, a steady 
medium pace is best and will

My method of spooling up
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also help reduce 
the heat being 
generated on the 
line.

2.��e trick here 
is to note which 
direction the line 
�Leaves� the bulk 
spool � It is either 
Clockwise or Anti-
Clockwise.

Once suitably �Wet�, 
take the Spool out of the water 
and place it �at on the ground 
so that the end of the spool that 
allows the line to leave in an Anti-
Clockwise direction is Facing 
Up�.  Quite o�en this will be 
with the �Label� Facing Up�. but 
not always, so it is well worth 
checking before you start� By 
doing this, it will ensure that 
as you spool-up the coils from 
the line will load onto your Reel 
Spool in the same direction that 
they are leaving from the bulk 
spool�!

3.�Using the Butt Section of a rod, 
thread the line through the butt 

ring and down to the reel. Tie the 
line to the spool and ensure the 
knot is at the �Back of the Spool� 
and then begin to load the line, 
guiding it between your thumb 
and fore�nger and under a little 
tension.

Doing this will help remove line 
memory and give a better line-lay 
and remember, do not be tempted 
to spool up too fast...! 

Method Two

�is method is more for the 
�Supple� Lines that are usually 
very low dimeter with low 
memory or even for Braid, so this 

Mark Galli
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is a good method for your Marker 
and Spod Reel�

1.�Using the Butt Section of a rod, 
thread the line through the butt 
ring and down to the reel. Tie the 
line to the spool and ensure the 
knot is at the �Back of the Spool�

2.�Place the line into a fairly deep 
bucket or container, 10 litre is 
ideal, and half �ll it with warm 
but not hot water. It is important 
to make sure the spool of line is 
on its �SIDE� and not with one end 
facing up as it is in 
method one.

3.�Under �nger 
tension, start to wind 
at a steady pace to put 
the line on to the Reel 
Spool�. �e bulk 
spool should �Spin 
on the Surface of the 
Water� within the 
bucket and the wet 
line will enhance the 
line-lay.

If loading Braid, it 
can help to use a cloth 

or sponge to apply tension to 
the line as it can easily cut your 
�ngers if you apply too much 
tension�.and those cuts bloody 
hurt�!!!

So that is it, that is how I have 
done my spools for years and with 
great success. I do change my line 
on a regular basis though, and I 
will even strip everything o� the 
Reel Spools once a year so that I 
can give them a good clean. 

For me, my line is one of the most

My method of spooling up
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important items of tackle, so I 
want it to be in perfect condition 
all the time, a�er all, �it�s a �ne 
line between �shing and just 
standing on the bank looking 
silly�!!�

Test It First

Which ever method you choose, 
whether it be one I use or 
something speci�c for your line, 
you should always do this really 
quick and simple test �before� you 
get too far with the spooling-up..

�	 Once you have about 10m of 
your chosen line, the good one, 
not the Backing, stop spooling 
(and remember to stop the 
bulk spool spinning if it is in 
water etc)

�	 Open the Bail-Arm and 
Pull-Back about 1m of the line 
o� the Reel Spool

�	 Hold the line at the Reel 
Spool end with one hand and 
use the other hand to hold the 
line near the Butt Ring (on the 
Reel Side)

�	 You should now have a 
�Loop� of line approximately 1m 
in length hanging between your 
hands�

�	 Move you hands together so 
the loop closes�

�	 If the line hangs in a nice 
loop still, you are �Spooling-Up� 
correctly

�	 If the line starts to �spiral� 
around itself, you are spooling 
up in the wrong direction and the 
coils need to come o� the �Bulk 
Spool� in the opposite direction.

Mark Galli
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Note: �is check can be done 
at any time, even when �shing 
and is a good indicator as to how 
�Twisted� your line is..! 

Regards

Mark Carper

Instagram: @mark_carper257

�e Line I have used since it was 
released is from Katran and is 
their �CRYPTON� CARP in 15.5lb 
Breaking Strain with a diameter 
of just 0.309mm. Prior to this and 

for three years, I was using their 
SYNAPSE �Wild Carp� Line which 
was equally as impressive. https://
katran.eu/crypton_carp

Katran do a full range of lines to 
suit most conditions, along with 
Leaders, Braid and a great range 
of Hook Links from Sti� Coated, 
Supple Coated and Un-Coated.

I will be reviewing some of the 
products in the next few issues of 
Talking Carp�!

My method of spooling up
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